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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

COULD any additional work of our national 
hold, Shakespear^ be discovered, to difiiise new 
light upon mankind, how voraciously would it 
be received, how proudly protected ! It is not 
long since, that such an enthusiastic attach- 
ment to Shakespear was manifested by the 
public ; and the public would now deem any 
new ideas of Shakespear most worthy of their 
rapturous consideration and delightful adop- 
tion! Our immortal bard lives paramount in 
the hearts of the literati, and their devoted 
attachment is ever alive to maintain his un- 
rivalled fame, and the superiority of his ever- 
lasting delineations of human nature ! Will not 
the same liberal public give the same honor- 
able and dignified reception to the most bril- 
liant and admired of Shakespear's contempo- 
raries, although a foreigner, alike the skilful 
delineator of human nature, and not less suc- 
cessful, in his labours in the intellectual 
vineyard, to enlighten mankind, to protect 
liberty, — the first glory of civil society, — to 
put down despotism, expose vice, and largely 
to contribute to their stores of useful know- 
ledge and mental gratification, so conspicuously 
displayed in his correct portraiture of ^ ^^''^- 
ordered imagination, in the chatact^x axA Q#^^- 
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duct of that renowned gentleman, Don Qtuxote 
de la Mancha. Hie Editor of the exemplary 
novels of Cervantes, then, is forbidden to offer 
any apology for introducing them to public 
attention ; no matter in what garb, no matter 
how ragged and shabby; — ^whetiierin rich bro- 
cade or filthy dowlas: — ^because, he is for- 
bidden to doubt public taste, public justice, 
public protection. The public will pardon, the 
public will neglect the Editor. They will re^ 
ceive, gladly receive Cervantes; at Cervantes 
only, will they look, revel in his high-toned 
spirit, and listen to his delightful vibrations^'af 
they would fisten to delightful music, wholly 
regardless of the dress of the musician, or the 
faded colour of his instrument. 

The classical master of the Art of Poesy^ 
states Cervantes^ lays it down as a precept, to 
all the children of Parnassus, to all the nurs- 
lings of Phoebus, ** never to bring to light any 
** work, which has not beenjimshed, and thimnighfy 
'* digested, f (Mr six years" The Editor of these 
novels trusts, that a breach of this wholesome 
precept will not be imputed to him, for en- 
couraging a fair firiend, possessing a dignified, 
masculine, comprehensive mind, with all its 
consonant accomplishments, to present to the 
worlds so aflbetionately disposed towards Cer- 
rmaieie, bis exemplary uovds, thus denomi- 
UMied, because^ '' in each of them, Yie ig»xo^Q%^^ 
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** usefiil example to be imitated or aToaded/' 
wriUen ami digested^ by their celebrated author, 
^ifwards cf two centuries ago, in which be» 
rfwrmingly, realizes another of his professional 
mka* that **tUiliiy and ddiglU ought to be 
the decided (Objects of erery author intending 
to promote public good/' Cervantes iraa 
Umself so satisfied of having morally adhered 
to this doctrine, and so perfectly cons6iou9 of 
haying conformed to his own precept, that he 
concludes his delightful ititellectual lecture, in 
Us history of his little divinity, the little gipsy, 
with his own approt>riate reward, '' the poets 
^ unanimously sung this happy theme, and 
" a celebrated historian so beautiiully told 
'* her tale, that the renown of Pretiosa will be 
" equally interesting to future ages«'' The 
rsader will be satisfied how much, how truly 
the author's prophe^ in 1600 is fulfilled; when 
he peruses his fascinating novels in an excelltot 
English dress, in the year 18^2 ! 

My fair interpreter, justly delighted with this 
little history, with the virtuous character and 
eialted sentiments of the beautiful gipsy, in 
whose chaste conduct and dignity of deport* 
ment, in whose adorable qualities and genius, 
she beheld all that genuine wit, and sound 
principle, which pre-eminently distinguish wo- 
men for Bupenoiity of mind, cotnn3iaxv4bsi% 
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and disposiiig of all things at the shrine of 
virtue : that a woman cannot have too much 
aristocracy, either in her opinion, or in the 
dhoice of society: that snblime ideas are as 
necessary to love as to virtue : that character 
has its conscience as well as religion : that to 
sink in one's own estimation, as singnlaily ex- 
emplified in the extraordinary instance of the 
rich and endowed Carducia, is an insupportable 
grief, far more corroding to the sensible re- 
flecting mind, than all the feelings of remorse 
arising from the fears of another world : and 
that, however tears may be thought to wash 
away crime, Ihey never can completely purify 
the mind from a sense of infamy. Let it be 
repeated, that highly delighted with ihe just 
principles contained in this little history, and 
the moral character and exalted sentiments of 
the little gipsy,, so amply displayed, so chastely 
enforced, my fair interpreter of Cervantes 
thought so valuable a picture, as his little di- 
vinity, supported by such dignified strains, so 
highly worthy the study and imitation of ge-» 
neral society, ought not to continue lost on 
a^hu(nble stall in the streets, in a foreign lan- 
guage; and, therefore, without much further 
importunity, she was induced to become the 
disinterested patroness and usher to English 
Bdtietyi in an English dress, this enchanting 
"•nfrk, that all who love elegance, all who can. 
"sbarmed with splendid wit, ^31 ^\io w\n\ 
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ntUity and delight, and revere hcmorable prin* 
ciples and dignity of conduct, peculiarly be-, 
eoming the female character, might have the 
fall and easy means of benefiting, as intended,* 
by the brilliant labours of the splendid author 
of Don Quixote. The delightful and instructing 
history of this little divinity finished, to the 
high admiration of those friends, to whom the 
perusal had been submitted,^ furnished very 
strong inducements to proceed with the rest of 
these novels, from every one of which, the au-: 
thor has most truly said, ** useful example is 
*' either to be imitated or avoided." Whoever 
reads them will exclaim, this declaration wsts 
only the effect of the author's innate modesty, 
for these novels teem with the instructive, the. 
engaging, the delightful ! — no language can be 
Bore chaste, no idea but what is innocent and 
moffensive! — while the philosopher may be 
essentially benefited, the scholar enlightened, 
children playfully entertained and seducively. 
instructed: these novels do not contain a 
doubtful word to alarm the most innocent, nor 
a coarse word to offend either the eye or the 
ear. The celebrated author of The School for 
Scandal, still living in our hearts, — who^e de- 
parture to another world left a vacuum in this, 
possibly never to be filled, — even he could not 
have exercised his all acute and discerning; 
mind to convey valuable knowledge, cAe^:^a^.^^ 
to correct the follies of mankind, m \xiw^ v^- 
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piopriate terms, for useful iitstnictiohandchasiter 
application. So much for the general character 
of my fiur interpreter's little work,— which per-* 
suasion has induced her to commit to lihe 
disposal of her Editor. 

The reader may perhaps exped; by way of 
introductory index, a few words on the several 
subjects of these very interesting novels. 3^ 
Wmtriom House Maid manifests, that the soul, 
naturally shrouded with high origin and high 
principles, is not easily allured firom its exalted 
dignity, however humble the station it may be 
doomed 'temporarily to occupy, however dis- 
oouraging the surrounding prospects, or flatter^ 
ing and seductive the enticements. 



2%e JEfis^oiy of tie MobtccoM strongly imprinti 
on the mind, the inappreciable value of the peo- 
ple's attachment to a kind protecting nderr 
the tremulous operations and vehement efiects- 
of rash pledges of disappointed love, in the 
troubled mind of the Princess Quixaire, and 
offurs very wholesome instruction to oflBcers 
undertaking professions and services, for the 
performance of the duties of whidi they are not 
competently qualified. 

jRle Jetikmt Eairemadmnm, a very lively en- 
iewiMmiag atary, rasukaUe for ingenious in- 
neaiiatm afstff*ian§^etii, and sacn&ceiA YeR^^ii^BaliL 
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comfort; in other words, of all Uttt delightful 
comforts of life. Many yeard ago, the outlinies 
of this story employed the theatrical pen of the 
late classic Mr. Dibdin, in a very delightful mvK 
sical after-piece called The Padlock ; and which, 
with some judicioos additions, this translation 
may furnish, it may possibly be found worth the 
while of his no less classical son to revive. 

THe Spanish Engtish LaJfy, announces many 
historical fragments, and new traits in the cha- 
lacter of our magnanimous Queen Elizabeth^ 
md some excellent observations, peculiar to 
the purity and energy of that sovereign's reign, 
delightfully gratifying to every Briton. In 
this historical novel, the reader will be charm- 
ed with the just and glowing appreciation of 
the beauties and commanding superiority of the 
mmd, the elevated sentiments, dignity, and pup4 
rity of soul of a Spanish Englishwoman, poi* 
soned by a lady of high rank and influence at 
Queen Elizabeth's court, because she would not 
sacrifice her engaged affections to her son, by 
which, from the height of beauty the young 
lady was reduced to the extreme of ugliness, — 
aiTording most encoiu^ging instruction, how to 
bear the misfortunes of life, to support and con- 
quer its most painful vicissitudes. 

While purauing the same Tefteci\oTA» ^Qm^ 
Utacbmenta of Thomas Pedro and CoxiaKas^s:^* 
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and cold> impenetrable to sorrow^ he became 
80 skilful in the desperate profession he had 
adopted^ that he might have midertaken to give 
lessons to the famous impostor^ the renowned 
Gusman d'Alfaranchez. It mighty neverthe- 
less, have been said, notwithstanding all this, 
disgraceful conduct, that Carriasse never en- 
tirely lost sight of his high birth, and dignified 
connexions. He so distinguished Jmnself by 
his liberality, that he commanded the respect 
of all his wretched companions to a degree of 
adoration : he was remarkable for his sobriety; 
and, in situations where he could not absent 
himself from drinking parties, he knew how to 
fix upon the happy medium, and never by any 
chance lost his self command. In a word, to 
sum up every thing, the world witnessed in the 
youthful Carriasse, a character of which, per- 
haps it had never before heard, an honourable 
and virtuous beggar: a beggar distinguished 
for politeness, who, vdthout the smallest par- 
ticle of affectation, uniformly preserved, in his 
most trifling actions, all the good breeding and 
little attentions which distinguish the deport- 
ment of the best educated members of society. 
Carriasse went through all the various grada- 
tions of begging, and took out his licence at» 
what is denominated, the Fishery of Thons, 
which by the firaternity is considered the uni* 
versity of their art and studies. This fraternity 
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ILLUSTRIOUS SERVANT-MAID. 3 

comprises the miserable cripples "wbo surroimd 
towns and their churches, and ran half naked 
upon their tottering cmtches, equally fearloM 
of the burning heats of the dog-days» and the 
nipping froieftK.of the severest winters, as if they 
were aliyoee : piteous embrios, which appear to 
I have lost all trace of the human race, so com- 
I pletely are they disguised, and so much do 
• their shapeless forms disgrace their nature: 
I poor sports of fortune, who had rather criawl 
\ than not drag on the mutilated remains of body 
left to them, however painful and agonizing : 
the notorious cut^purses of the square of Ma*' 
(irid; the fraudulent makers of the Seville 
baskets ; in a word, all the innimierable troop 
of wretches comprehended in the term beggar, 
hot who dare not avow being such, nor venture 
to say they have been such, if they have not 
pissed two regular trainings at this, their cele^ 
bmted fishery. It is here, in this university, 
where, as if uniting in one centre, idleness ib 
joined to labour, want to abundance, and sla-^ 
▼ery with liberty. It is at this imiversity they 
learn tlie obdurate, and perhaps solacing art, of 
never reflecting upon their griefs, however tor- 
turing : where gnawing cares never enter, where 
even fatigrue has its charms, and where the dis- 
agreeables of the basest servitude are wholly 
absorbed, in the gratifying delights of broad 
libertinism. It is here, that vice ia ?lccouu\&^ 
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honoorable; where ingenious lies, anddeadljr 
malice, are considered as traits of high gepios 
and spirit, and where the coarsest thieying u 
i^planded for skill and address. At this fishery^ 
gaming and dancing, wanton >k>ngs, loose 
mmnmeries, and a thousand oth^er immoral di- 
versions, not necessary to be enumerated, re^ 
gularly commence every evening, as soon as the 
sun has sunk into the bitter waves of the ocean; 
and, generally, on all days devoted to the memo- 
ry of saints, or which portend some elementary 
storm. Never could life, be found so delightM 
to those who are contented to live without cha- 
racter, without ambition, and without glory^ 
wherie virtue and all that men call honour is . 
scornfully trampled under foot. This life, how- 
ever, voluptuous and charming as represented* - 
is not entirely sheltered from various grievances, * 
as I have already sufficiently insinuated. Bu^ ^ 
tile most obnoxious part of it is, that those who • -2 
are blind enough to make choice of it volun* ,j 
tarily, and, to prefer it to all other avocations, : 
as the most pleasant and profitable, can nevcf | 
a)eep in tolerable security; certain as it is, *Ha< « 
they must b^ under constant dread of being * 
made prisoners, and carried away in slavery to 
the coast of Barbery. It is true, that, daring 
the night, they shelter themselves in certain ^ 
rocks and caves upon the shores of the sea; J 
Bad that they station, at the mouths and eoff \ 
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tnnoetf of these places^ regular and periodical 
ientinelsy to keep constant watch whilst the 
rest of their company sleep; but, notwithstand- 
ing all their precautions^ it is historically cer* 
tain, that more than once, guards and beggars, 
boats and nets, have all been suddenly swept 
away, and become the property of the neigh- 
bouring infidels; and, that those who have 
gone to bed in the evening at Zahara, the local 
rendezvous of this fishery, have risen in capti- 
rity the next morning at Tetuan. But all 
thaae apprehensions were not su£Scient to deter 
and disgust the enterprising and adventurous 
Carriasse. He continued duree years in this 
creditable school, where, amoi^st other ac- 
complishments which he acquired, he became 
so skilful a gambler, and such an expert juggler, 
that, at the end of this period, he found himself 
poBsessed of seven or eight hundred reals, which 
he bad accumulated by these means. This 
man, so considerable in the station of life of 
which he had made choice, however, led his 
fertile mind to various and serious reflexions. 
He began to think that he ought to return to 
Burgos, and that it was high time agreeably to 
surprise his father by his return: that, in short, 
he ought by his return, to make his father 
amends for all the alarm and distress his flight 
had occasioned, to go and dry up the tears 
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wliich he was probably still shedding, and - 
relieve him from all the anxiety and imeasinei 
which he might be suffering from tiie unce 
tainty whether this, his only son, was dead, i 
alive, or loaded with chains under the cm 
treatment of a Turkish suffocating dui^eo 
This resolution was no sooner formed, than 1 
began to put it into execution. He took leai 
of all his mendicant companions at the tin 
ihey least expected it ; he embraced them wil 
the utmost tenderness, and at parting dn 
tears, whilst he soleinnly protested he was i« 
quitting them for ever; that he left his hea 
amongst them at Zahara, and that he woul 
certainly rejoin them the following spring 
that nothing but death itself should prevei 
his fulfilling this intention, and that he wod 
sedulously surmount every othfer obstaol 
shoidd any fortuitously arise. He began h 
journey on foot, and easily reached ValladoUi 
where he remained a fortnight to recruit h 
strength, and to prepare a proper equipage £( 
his appearance before his father. At Valh 
dolid he provided himself with two handsom 
dresses, and hired a valet ; and, being toleiabl 
well mounted, he arrived in a few days at Bm 
gos, and presented himself at the mansion 4 
his father, who manifested the most lively jo 
at again beholding a son whom he had so Ion 
lamentably considered as lost. 
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The young Carriasse, natursUy gifted widi 
a great share of wit, highly pointed by. his 
fishery education, entertained his fiither^ Don 
Diego, with a long and interesting account ef 
his travels ; he told him, that to prevent being 
discovered by his family and connexions, he 
had assumed the name of Urdial: he related 
a thousand surprising adventures as having 
happened to himself, though he had not even 
witnessed them ; but they were such very agree* 
tble fictions^ so novel, lively, circumstantial 
and interesting, and told with such an enticing 
air of truth and open sincerity, that Don Diego 
could not have done otherwise than belies 
every syllable, even though he had been di- 
vested of the natural partiality of a father. 
Hk son talked to him of a thousand different 
plaoes where he had never been, but constantly 
took great care not to drop one single word about 
the infamous establishment at Zahara, although 
it was, of all others, the place ever uppermost 
in his thoughts, and to which his heart was 
most sincerely and devotedly attached, particu- 
larly as the time drew near at which he had 
promised to return to his companions. His 
mind thus absent, hunting parties, which hi& 
friends often formed for him, afforded him no 
amusement ; he soon grew tired of feasts, of 
fashionable walks, and popular drives; of 
theatres, and, in short, of all paTt\es o^ V^^v 
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sure. Nothing appeared to him equal to the 
charms of the lively and careless life he had so 
lately quitted at Zahara. Burgos contained 
nothing which could interest him; nothing 
that could make him, for one instant, forget 
the alluring but deceitful pleasures with which 
he was enchanted, and which he considered 
as the only means of rendering life happy. 
- Thus it is, that man, allowing himself to be 
ruinously misled, willingly becomes his own 
treacherous dupe, and idly and sottishly taking 
the shadow for the substance, not onlyivigi- 
j lantly runs after phantoms, but incessantly 
pursues, phantoms of the most hideous and 
detestable forms. 

i  

The other hero of this ludicrous story, the soil ' 
of Don Jiian d'Avendagne, before mentione<t 
who had. often visited the young Carriasse, 
came to see him at the particular moment he 
was secretly planning a second private escape 
fii[oin the guardianship and mansion of his father, 
and was contriving effectual means of carrying 
liis designs into execution. Avendagne found 
:Carriasse melancholy and thoughtful: What is 
the matter, Carriasse? said he, I find you very 
JowHSpirited : we have been friends from our 
earliest infancy; and are nearly of the same 
age: formerly, we concealed nothing from each 
others why should we now have different 
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nimds? has an atmence of a few yean changed 
you 80 much, Caniasse, that you wiU continne 
ttill to make a mystery to me of all your secret 
torrowB? for, I plainly see, you hare some 
irfiich are rapidly destroying you. I neyer was 
changeable, repUed Carriasse, and never before 
did any person whatsoever offer me a similar 
reproach. What I have once loved, I must 
ilways love, and, to give you an undoubted 
proof of it, I will open my whole heart to you. 
Carriasse then disclosed his intentions, and gave 
him so delightful a picture of the university of 
Zahara, that Avendagne became quite enchant- 
ed. Far from blaming the resolution you have 
tsken, said Avendagne, I entreat you to adopt 
it; what pleases us most, will always prove the 
most certain source of our happiness: but, this 
b not all, I will accompany you, wherever you 
may chuse to go, and with you, will enjoy for 
some time these charming diversions of which 
you have given so fascinating an account. 
Carriasse, who had not at all expected this proof 
of attachment, was as much pleased as sur- 
prised: they embraced each other, and mutually 
exchanged a thousand affectionate pledges; and 
from this moment, these two youths resolved to 
provide^themselves with as much money as they 
could possibly collect, to promote their design. 
Avendagne, who was a student of the university 
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«f Salamflnea. was to return there at the end of 
two months, mrhen term yras to ccMnmenca. 
Cairiasse informed his father^ that he wished to 
aeoompany his friend to that univensity. I am 
just at the proper age, said he, to learn foreigp 
language)^ and the different sciem^ tau^ 
there, and if you approve of my proposal^ I will 
make such good use of my time, that.you shatt 
be perfectly satisfied with my acquirementi|. 
This wish highly gratified Don Diego;, he was 
quite d^ghted, and immediately communicated 
it to his old friend Don Juan d'Avendagne, 
who in turn, warmly congratulated him. The 
two fieUhers then determined, that their spnn 
should go to Salamanca^ there to pursue their 
studies together. 

The time for their departure being arrived, the 
two students were furnished with all the money 
and equipment which could be wanted, and 
a tutor was engaged to accompany them, less 
remarkable for worth than for prudence and 
subtlety. The two youths received the parting 
blessings of their parents, promised wonders, 
and proceeded on their journey, mounted on 
two good mules, accompanied by their tutor, 
who had allowed his beard to grow, to give 
him a greater appearance of dignity, and to 
inspire greater respect, and followed by two 
valets. 
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They amved at Valladolid, and as it was the 
concealed design of these two youths promptly 
to execute iheir own project, they did not he8i<> 
Ute to tell iheir tutor, that they wished to re* 
main two days in this town, to visit every thing 
which might be thought curious about it, and 
worthy of examination. The tutor gave them 
a severe reprimand; told them, with a very 
sedate air, intermixing many different maxims 
of the ancients, that they had no time to lose, 
that their doty was to arrive, as quickly as pos^ 
sible, at the place where they were to commence 
their studies, that they could not reach it soon 
enough, that time lost was never to be regained, 
and that he could not consent to their remaining 
for one instant to amuse themselves with staring 
at fooleries. Thus far extended the address of 
the tutor. Our young men, however, still per* 
sisted in desiring him to grant them one day at 
least, to enable them to see the celebrated foun- 
tain of Argalles, from which they were then 
forming the magnificent aqueducts, which were 
to throw its waters into the city. The tutor 
could not venture to persist any longer in refus- 
ing their modest request, although he could not 
grant it without great regret, and extreme re- 
luctance; he wished to spare the expences of 
this night, and go and rest in a quarter, from 
whence they might reach Salamanca in. twfi 
days. But, if the tutor had his p\a.xia,\i^^ ^xx^^'j^ 

- n 6 
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iUo had formed their's: these were to fix the 
tutor where he was^ and to fix him on that very) 
diay; for which purpose, they had already so 
&r prepared, that they had seized the four hun* 
dred crowns of gold, which the tutor had in hift 
portmanteau, provided by their parents to bear 
theit expences, 
■*  

: As soon as Carriaase and Avendagne had obr 
^ned permission to go and see this fountain, 
so famous for its antiquity and the salubrity of 
its waters, they mounted their mtdes, and or- 
dered one of the valets to accompany them: 
they soon reached their place of destination; 
and before they dismounted, they gave a letter 
to the servant with ah order to return instantly, 
and deliver it to their tuto)r; and then, to pro- 
ceed directly, and wait for them at one of the 
^tes of the town which led to the fountain. 
•The valet was no sooner out of sight, than the 
two firiends turned the heads of their mules 
resolved, with all expedition, to gain ground; 
proposing to sleep that night at Mojados, and 
.two dayi^ after at Madrid, where they would 
sell their mules, and change their dresses for 
plainer ones. ^ 

Equipped in the manner they wished, they 
did not remain a great while in this capital of 
Spain; they Bet out on foot for Toledo, very 
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much satiBfied and well pleased with the sue- 
ceM of their plan: but, their tutor suffered 
tortures when he received their letter, which 
the servant punctually delivered, expressed iu 
these terms: . . r 

** You may return to Burgos, sir, if you please, 
and take the trouble to tell our relations, that 
having maturely considered, that the profession 
of arms is better calculated for gentlemen, than 
that of the study of letters, we have determined 
to give up Salamanca for Brussels, and Spain 
for the Low Countries. We have taken the 
four hundred crowns, provided for us, and par- 
ticiilaily wish to let you know it, that you may 
not be under any uneasiness about their safety; 
and, with respect to our mules, we have deter* 
mined to sell them. The line we have adopted^ 
so truly becoming persons of our rank, and the 
iong voyage we have to make, form so justifiable 
an excuse, that we hope our relations will par* 
don this our preference of avocation. We shall 
depart on the instant, and return, whenever it 
shall please God, whom we pray to take you 
into his holy keeping. From the fountain of 
Argalles, with one foot in the stirrup, to carry 
us into Flanders. 

" Carbiasse and Ayendagne.'^ 

DonPedroAJphomo, so was out toXox Tiaxtt&^> 
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was stupified with consternation at the contents 
of this letter: the first thing he 6id, was, to fly 
to his portmanteau ; he found it empty, and that 
Carriasse and Avendaghe had only told him the 
truth. The tutor's distress, as will be believed, 
was not trifling: he formed a thousand ridicu- 
lous resolutions ; but after having weighed them 
aU, he found them so impracticable, and was so 
undetermined to what saint he should commend 
himself, that he returned, to Burgos, where he 
was not too well received, as may be easily 
imagined.; Carriasse and Avendagne, in the 
meantime, were pursuing their journey, and 
having met with a small inn on their way, they 
deftermined to rest themselves, and take some 
refreshment As there was other company in 
this place, they chose to detach themselves, in 
ddierto converse freely; this, however, did not 
prevent their overhearing the. very spirited con* 
versation of two young valets, who related a 
thousfmd entertaining little anecdotes to amuse 
themselves. The one came from Toledo, the 
other was going to it. It is time for us to sepa^ 
rate, and pursue our way, said the first, addres- 
sing the traveller going to 'Toledo, the day of 
conviviality will continue here until the night 
approaches, and there is a time when the best 
friends must part; but, before I quit you, I will 
give you a little advice. Do not take up your 
*^6odeet the hotel where you geneiaUy reside: 
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^vmaid you gmtify your sight, go and lodge at 
Sedllati's, wheiis you will see the mo6tl»eautiful 
maid seirVaiit to be found in the n^orld. I yr^^ 
not attempt to give you any deacTipti<m of h&s, 
as I should not be able to find . expressions 
sufficiently appropriate and.ahimated; all that 
I can tell you, in confirmation is, that the son o£ 
the oorregidor is dying with love for her, and 
that he commita a thousand absurdities in order 
to induce her to like' him. The master, whom 
I seire, and who is a remarkable fine young 
man, is not less mad about her than- the son of 
the corregidor: he has determined, when he 
has completed a little journey which he is ob- 
liged to mdke, to go andtakeup his quarters 
at Toledo, in the hotel where she lives, solely 
to have the pleasure of eonstaatly seeing this 
young woman: what other views he may have 
form^, I cannot say; but, I greatly {bar,.he wiH 
not find them successfiil, as she is uncommonly 
reserved. I once attempted to address her, 
and all the answer I gained was a good hearty 
box on the ear, one of the heaviest I ever receiv- 
ed in my life : never was any thing so stem, so 
scornful. She is a rose completely surrounded 
with thorns, and happy will that man be who 
gathers this rose, without wounding himself. 
I will henceforth leave the conquest to whoever 
will undertake it, for, I clearly see, tVva.1 \ ^\«!^ 
alike lose my time and my ItoajBcA^S ^^ ^'^ 
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a morsel for a high priest^ or a very rich count? 
I have no longer any wish to interest her. The 
two valets here separated; and half-an-honr 
aftenvards, Carriasse and Avendagne pursued 
their route. Hey entertained themselves on 
their journey with different topics^ and the maid 
servant^ of whom they had just heard such 
wonders, was not forgotten. They both ap# 
peared greatly to wish to see her, especially 
Avendagne, who already began to feel interest- 
ed about her, so deep an impression had the 
imperfect description of her beaaty made upon 
-him* At length, they reached Toledo : Carri- 
asse, who had before been in the town, instantly 
led the way to Sevillan's; but as it was th6 
"principal hotel in the town, where the custom 
was, only to receive persons of high rank, with 
splendid equipages, they did not, at first, ven- 
ture to ask for apartments: let us go and seek 
for lodgings elsewhere, said Carriasse: we are 
fisttigued, and it is late ; this dwelling will not 
suit us; ragged and famished as we are, they 
will drive us away like filthy ragamuffins around 
a church; and will they not be right? We will 
find an opportunity of seeing this young woman 
to-morrow, who, perhaps, is too much extolled. 
For my part, I will fancy I have seen her, 
and I shall not regret going to rest without 
having feasted my eyes, provided I can find 
A place in wiucli to eat a good su^per^ and have 
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a niglit B sound sleep^ although it should be in 
ihe most wretched pot-house; I will not remain 
here in the street a moment longer, even if the 
sight of the pyramids of Egypt, and all the 
seven wonders of the world depended on it 
Avendagne did not agree in these feelings : the 
remarks.of Carriasseonly served to increase his 
curiosity, and he stood fixed, as if ghied to the 
threshold of the door, in the hope of yet seeing 
this celebrated beauty ; the idea of whom had 
so completely taken possession of lus mind, 
that it had nearly turned his brain. 

The night was already far ' advanced^ this 
waiting woman did not make her appearance^ 
and Carriasse became restlessly impatient. But 
Avendagne, who had no incUnation either to 
eat or to sleep, hastily bolted into the coud>- 
yardy under pretence of inquiring, whether some 
gentlemen from Burgos, going to Seville^ and 
who generally frequented this hotel, were not 
yet arrived. He had hardly proceeded two 
steps, before he perceived a young woman about 
fifteen years of age, dressed like a villager, and 
holding a lighted candle in her hand. This 
object struck him ; it dazzled him : in truth, 
this young woman possessed most extraordinary 
beauty. Avendagne was so astonished, that 
he could do nothing but immoveably gaze at 
her from head to foot, without \)ems ^^^ V^ 
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open his mouthy or utter a single word. Whom 
do you seek, friend? said the girl; do you 
belong to any of the gentlemen visiting here? 
I seek for nobody but you, said Avends^e, in 
great agitation. Go, friend, said she, indig- 
nantly, those who serve do not require to be 
served. Then, calling to the master of the 
hotel, she desired him to inquire of this young 
man what he wanted. For what do you ask? 
instantly said the master of the house to him. 
I seek, replied Avendagne, two gentlemen of 
Burgos, on their way to Seville, and who are, 
either already accommodated here, or hourly 
expected; I belong to one of these getidemen, 
and I am ordered to wait for hink at your house : 
the host told him, that he was welcome to stay 
there. Give orders, then, returned Avendagn^ 
for a room to be prejpared for one of my comr 
panions and myself. You shall be attended to, 
said the master of the mansion, and turning at 
the same moment to the young woman, he gave 
her his orders, on which she retired. Avenr 
dagne instantly returned to Carriasse : he gave 
him an account of what had passed in so con*- 
fiised a manner, that Carriasse easily saw his 
heart had taken wing ; he would not, however, 
tell him of it, nor attempt to jest with him 
about it, until he had himself seen the object 
of this growing flame, which appeared so very 
extraordinary. They entered the hotel, and 
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Ai|raeille, a woman of about fiTe^and-forty, the 
superintendent of the beds and paraphernalia 
of the sleeping apartments^ conducted them 
into a small room^ with which they were per- 
fectly satisfied. They desired to have some 
supper; Argueille told them, that they did not 
provide provisions for any body at t^s hotel; 
tliat» indeed, they could mana^ to dress what 
those who lodged there chose to buy, or could 
order any thing they liked to be bought for 
them, and that it depended upon themselves 
whether they chose thus to arrange it, but that 
she would advise them to go and sup at % small 
inn in the neighbouiliood, which she would 
point out to them* They readily availed them* 
•elves of this offer, and if Carriasse made a 
hearty iiital, Avendagne eat nothii^, He. was 
so occupied with Constance, so was ibis wait^ 
ing^woman caDed, that it was utterly impossible 
for him to taste a single morsel of what was 
served up to them. Carriasse was now con- 
vinced that Avendagne was really in love, but 
to be still more certain of it, he said, as they 
were returning to the hotel, that they must 
retire to rest as soon as they arrived; for it 
is necessary, added he, that we should rise 
early in the morning, in order to reach Orgas 
before the heat of the day overtakes us. We 
shall not go there quite so soon, said Aven- 
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<lagne, for I am determined^ before I quit 
this town^ to see every thing remarkable in it; 
such as the ruins of the Enchanted Tower, the 
Forest of the Hundred Women, the Wreck of 
the Machine which the Moors had invented to 
throw up the waters of the Tagus, the Garden 
of the King; and, in general, all the relics 
which are to be shewn throughout the different 
churches. I agree to all you propose, said 
Carriasse, we shall have accomplished the whole 
in the course of two days. I wish to see them 
at my leisure, returned Avendagne ; " the race 
is not for a church living." Ha! ha! said 
Carriasse, I shall strike the iron whilst it is hot» 
and you shall not escape from me. My poor 
friend, I see through it now; Toledo has a 
stronger hold on your heart than our journey; 
I acknowledge it, said Avendagne, intierrupting 
kim; it would be as difficult for me to tear 
myself from Constance, as it would be to sepa* 
rate from myself; ** love is like a raging fire> 
neither the one nor the other can conceal itself.'' 
Tliis is a noble resolution, said Carriasse, and 
worthy the son of Don Juan d' Avendagne^ 
young, rich, and handsome as he is, and the 
heir of one of the most illustrious houses in 
Castille. My resolution is about as noble ag 
your own, returned Avendagne ; because, surely, 
y<m neaa to do yourself justice, my ^od friend* 
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Are you not the son of Don Diego Carriasse^ 
knigbt of the noble order of Alcantara? Are you 
not his eldest son, and are not you to succeed 
to all his honors^ and his immense wealth ? and 
does your resolution at all correspond with 
what you are^ and with what^ you must be one 
day or other? You are as much in lore as 
I am, and with what? — the Fishery of Zahara ; 
one inclination at least counterbalances the 
other. You have fought me with my own wea- 
fons, my dear Avendagne, replied Carriasse^ 
and I have nothing more to say. Let us leave 
our debate here, then, and go to rest, said 
Avendagne, smiling; to-morrow, perhaps, we 
shall be more wise ; by that time you will have 
seen Constance, and when you have,' I am very 
sure you will hold a different language. I easily 
perceive what all this borders upon,'' said Car- 
riasse; — Well, what? interrupted Avendagne. 
Simply, returned Carriasse, that I shall proceed 
to my fishery, and that you will remain here 
with your Constance. I shall not be so happy, 
said Avendagne, sighing heavily, nor shall I, re- 
plied Carriasse, be so complaisant, and so much 
my own enemy, as to renounce for you, a hap- 
piness as solid, and as well founded, as your's 
is chimerical and imaginary," 

They arrived at the hotel, where the conver- 
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cation was carried on in nearly the same strain, 
nntil they went to bed, and feU asleep* They 
had scarcely been quiet for an hout^ before 
they were awoke by a concert of several instnir 
ments, which they heard in the street. They 
sat up in their beds, and aft^r listening for 
some time, I guess, said Carriasse, that the 
day has dawned, and that this is some great 
festival in one of the neighbouring churches* 
You are mistaken, said Avendagne, we can* 
not possibly have been asleep so long, that day 
can have commenced already. At this mo- 
ment they heard somebody knocking at their 
door, and a. voice calling out to them, that if 
they wished to hear fiome of the finest music in 
the world, they must rise instantly, and go and 
place themselves at the grated window in the 
hall, which looked into the slxS^t. They soon 
took their stations: two or three strangers 
made room for them at the window, and^ 
shortly after, they heard a concert of lutes^ 
harps, and bass viols, and a most melodious 
voice. The person who sung repeated these 
words : 

SONG. 

No,— you are pot of mortal race, 
But, from the gods, your lineage trace : 
Some happy chance may yet disclose, 
The source finom whence your beauty rose. 
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In vtdn the spaAling rub j tries. 
To match the lustre of your eje^ : 
Hie loveliest planet heaVn displays^ 
Shines not with such resplendent rays ! 

Quit then the sphere in whidi you move^ 
Sweet Sylvia ! Charming Queen of Love ! 
A sphere, alas I beneath your care, 
Whose worth and beauty are so rare. 

Your radiant brow, which speaks your line, 
A royal fillet should entwine. 

It was not necessary to inform Carriasse and 
Ayendagne, that this serenade was intended for 
Constance: the words of the song were so 
decisire, they could not for a moment entertain 
the smallest doubt of it. Avendagne was very 
much moved by it; it rendered him quite 
uneasy; we will say more; it excited in him 
10 much tormenting jealousy, that he was 
scarcely conscious of existence : and what in* 
creased his perplexity was, his entire ignorance 
who this rival could be, that disputed the con- 
quest his soul was intent upon accomplishing ; 
but he was soon enlightened on the subject. 
Is it possible ! exclaimed, quite suddenly, one 
of those assembled at the grated window, 
U it possible, that the son of the corregidor 
can have so totally forgotten himself as to find 
amusement in serenading a maid servant! I 
confess, that the girl is a good figure, «ixA,^^v 
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haps^ slie is one of the handsomest ever seen; 
still, she is bnt a servant, and he seeks her 
too openly!' What I conside^r his greatest 
faulty said another, is his entering into such 
useless expences, and that his projects will all 
be fruitless ; the young woman makes no return 
whatever to his tenderness; she never would 
listen to him, and, at this very time that we 
are talking about it, she is sleeping very 
quietly in the detached apartment of her mis- 
tress, where she cannot possibly hear any thing 
that passes in the street : she possesses great 
virtue ; all who are acquainted with her say so ; 
and as, at the same time, she unites with it 
a great share of prudence, she well knows' the 
great risk she would run, if she amused herself 
with listening to all the compliments her beauty 
may draw upon her : this is the reason she iir 
so insensible ; at least, it is notorious, that she 
carefully ' avoids all occasions on which she 
might be obliged to listen to soft speeches. 

Avandagne now began to recover himaeIC 
and they both listened to the remainder of the 
serenade. It continued to extol Constance to 
the heavens, but Constance did not give heiw 
self the least trouble about it; she slept on 
quite soundly. The musicians at length retined* 
and Carriasse and Avendi^e returned to their 
b^$ tQ awftittlie rising day. Morning dawned. 
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ind Constance appeared a thousand timea more 
beautifhl than Aurora. Her dress consisted 
of a petticoat of a light green stuff, with abod- 
dice of the same material ; the trimmings were 
of lather a darker shade, and were well assorted 
to this dress; her hancULerchief was em- 
broidered with shades of grey and black silk ; 
die had ear-ring drops which looked like pearls, 
but were only glass ; and her hair, of a beau- 
tiful light flaxen color, was bound up with 
a silken ribbon ; this composed the whole of. 
her head dress. She wore the rosazy of the 
order of St. Francis, and a girdle, from the 
right side of which hung a bunch of keys. 
When she was leaving the chamber of her mis- 
tress, the first objects which presented them- 
wAreB to her eyes were Carriasse and Avendagne. 
8he turned her head away instantly; and 
hftTing prostrated herself before an image which 
was placed in a niche in the wal],she retired to 
call ArgueiUe, who had not yet risen. 

We must not attempt to dissemble: Car- 
riasse W41S enchanted with Constance ; he ac- 
knowledged, instantly, that she was a most 
perfect beauty, that, in one word, she greatly 
surpassed all the praises which the world gave 
her, but he was not in love with her, Ips head 
was full of other interesting objects of admi- 
ration. 

VOL, t. C 
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A moment afterwards Argueille came out of 
her own room with two other yomig women^' 
servants also of the hotel. At the same time^ 
Falets were running from all quarters to)demand 
calls of the host for their mules, who, whilst 
distributing them, uttered a thousand impreca^ 
tions against his maid servants, declaring liiejir 
were the cause of one of the best servants ib 
the world having quitted him. Avendagne; 
who, from the top of a staircase where he stood; 
perceiving the distress of the host, determined 
to seize this opportunity of offering his ser- 
vices. Do not distress yourself, said he, yon 
may now recover what you have lost ; yoii 
have oidy to give me your book, of reckon* 
ing, and I will undertake this charge whibfr 
I am here ; I warrant you that you shall, fas 
perfectly satisfied with my services. I wilt 
take you at your word, returned the host» 
and I owe you good will for your offer, h^f 
cause, certainly, J cannot be every where at tfaa 
same time ; I have a thousand different things 
which- call me twenty different ways at once ; 
descend, then, my friend, and enter upon yon 
office ; you have only to be caretul not to bol 
cheated; for you will hav^ to deal with peo^ 
with whom it is necessary to have afinn under* 
standing and a quick eye ; as. they consider 
it as trifling a point of conscience to seiie 
H bushel of oats, or even two, if they caa 
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DUtnage it^ as to decamp . with a btrndle of 
itraw. AvenisLgae went down^ aiid the host 
gierve him his' book of accounts. This young 
Slewaid was so skilfiil in the distribution h6 
had to make« diat the host cried out^ I wish 
it may please heaven to prevent your master 
ftom coming, and that you would ts^e a fancy 
to remain witb me; you should be enabled to 
say, that you had lost nothing by the change, 
for, on the word of a man of wealth, the 
man who has just quitted me came here, 
about eight months ago, thin, dirty, covered 
with vermin, pennyless, and quite in rags; 
and I wish you had seen him when he went 
away; he was grown fat and large, and had 
two good suits of cloaths, and money in his 
pocket. Tou must easily perceive, added he, 
that the servanta in this house have immense 
perquisites besides their salaries; look at the 
crowds of gentlemen and great people^ who 
arrive daily from all quarters. If I remain 
with you, said Avendagne, I shall not look too 
much to profits, I shall be contented with very 
small wages, in order that I may have the 
pleasure of remaining in this town, which, 
I have been informed, is the handsomest town 
in all Spain. It is very true, it is so, said the 
host, but that is not all. I am also in want of 
a young man to fetch me water from tVve met. 
1 had one three days ago, who, with tYie aa^val- 
aace of my Amoua ass, abundantly a\x^^V\eo. 

c 2 



28 FREGONNE, THE 

my whole house. I was as little in want of 
water when h^e was here« as I should have been 
in the middle of the sea ; and you most per- 
fectly well know« that valets like better to bring 
their masters to an hotel in which water is to be 
found in abundance from morning till night; 
than to carry them to hotels where they will be 
obliged to lead their own horses to the river to 
drink. 

' Carriasse^ who was listening to this conver- 
sation^ said to himself, this is an office exactly 
calculated for me, and it remains with myself 
to obtain it. Well, I will accept the employ* 
ment. Upon this, he addressed the host, and 
told him, be had again found what he was 
seeking; bring your ass, added he, and yon 
shall find, that you need not be less satisfied 
with me than you are with my companion. 
I will answer for that, interrupted Avendagne; 
— ^Lopez Asturiano, that is his name, is ex- 
Q,ctly the servant you want ; you need not seek 
for any other. Argueille, who, from another 
entrance^ heard all that had passed, approached 
Avendagne, and said. Who are you, my friend^ 
that we may depend on your security ? You are 
more in want of bail for yourself, than fit to be 
bail for others ; and my master is doing well, 
faith, to listen to your tales ! Hold, yout 
tongjie, Argueille, said the host, do not inters 

lere with our bargain ; 1 did xvol ^^iot ^^"^. 
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ndvice^ I will myself guarantee both these 
young men ; and what I have to recommend to 
you, and to all the other waiting-women is, 
that you should not interfere with them, for 
you are the cause of my losing all my servants. 
Faith, these are fine puppies for us to have 
any thing to trouble ourselves about, said 
Argueille ; I would recommend them only once 
to look me well in the face, they will not 
attempt to do so a second time: make your- 
self perfectly easy on that score, continued 
the. to her master; we must, indeed, have great 
inclination to quarrel, if we can quarrel with two 
toch insignificant animals; they are not to our 
taste ; they are not roses for our noses. Ar- 
gueille had, however, secretly very different 
thoughts. 

Indeed, she was no sooner assured that the 
host had engaged them both in his service, 
than she formed the design of making herself 
beloved by Asturiano, whose appearance pleased 
her extremely. She thought that, by dint of 
personal advances, she should soon promote her 
views, that she had only to begin, and that 
nothing in the world could be more easy of suc- 
cess. Another of the maid servants, called 
Galliegue, who shared her apartment, formed 
a similar design upon Avendagne, who Iv^d 
assumed the name of Thomas Pedro ", t\ie^ mw- 

c 3 
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tually confided to each other, in the .conn^ q| 
the same day, the xesolutions they had takeuy 
and concerted together the measures requisite 
to establish a secret correspondence mth.theniy 
bat these two vicious women reckoned with* 
out their host. 

To return to Carriasse ; — From themomenthe 
entered upon his engagement, he commenced 
active employment in his office. He mounted 
his ass, and galloped to the river ; but this first 
day was commemorated by an adventure .wUoh 
proved very .unlucky. Ill fortune so arr^j^^d 
it, that in a very narrow passage he met wijth 
another water-carrier, with his load of water, 
mounted .upon a most miserable ass, which, 
whether from fatigue, or from old age, could 
scarcely drag itself along. As the ass of Car- 
riasse wad a very stout robust animal, and he 
himself probably altogether occupied with re!- 
collections of the fishery of Zahara, the two 
animals Ibolted up against each other, with a 
Bhock 90 severe, that the weakest being obliged 
to yield to the strongest, the loadqd ass was 
comjdetely overturned, with the carrier mounted 
upon his back, and all the earthem jars were 
broken to pieces. The water-carrier, upon^ 
whom this disaster had fallen, was no sooner 
risen from the ground, than he darted like a 
,madman upon Asturiano, and covered him iwiUi 
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blows, before he had time to tally his wan- 
dering thoughts. Lopez Aftturiano^ who had 
a very high spirit, finding himself suddenly 
assailedy dismounted from his ass as soon as 
he had a little reooyered his recollection, and 
becoming enraged in his tum> he fell upon his 
opponent, seized him by the throat with both 
hands, and, after one or two good shakings, 
knocked him down : all this mightiiave passed 
away as accidental and trifling, but, unfortu- 
nately for both, the fallen water-carrier had re- 
eeiyed a severe- blow by his head striking 
against a stone, which left a wound so alarm- 
ing^ terrible, that the spectators pronounced 
it quite impossible for him ever to rise again. 
Other water-carriers, either returning from the 
liver, or going to it,, seeing their comrade upon 
the ground, weltering in his blood, loudly vo- 
ciferated murder, seized Asturiano, whom they 
threatened to kill, and gave him as much reason 
to fear for his own life, as he had to tremble 
for the life of the man whom they accused him 
of having wounded. In the mean time, inconse- 
quence of the report which had already been 
spread of a water-carrier having been murdered, 
three Serjeants arrived upon the field of battle, 
and without the ceremony of a bill of indict- 
ment, seized Asturiano and his ass, threw the 
wounded man across his, and carried them all 
off to prison. It may be easily ima^uedi, VSoaX. 

c 4 
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a greftt crowd eagerly flocked to tritnescr thi« 
sight ; Sevillan and Thomas Pedro ran amoi^st 
the rest; but what was their astonishment, 
when they saw Lopez Asturiano in the hands of 
the two Serjeants, with his face covered with 
blood: the host immediately threw his eyen 
around in every quarter to ascertain what had 
become of his ass, which he at last discovered 
in the hands of a third serjeant ; he soon heard 
what had passed between Asturiano and the 
other water-carrier ; he somewhat regretted As- 
turiano, because he thought, from appearances, 
that he would serve him well; but he was most 
bitterly grieved to find that his ass was mingled 
in this afiair. < 

Avendagne followed his friend, though it 
was impossible to speak to him. Carriasse was 
thrown into a very confined jpri^on, and the 
wounded man put into U small room where they 
dressed his wound, which the surgeon publicly 
pronounced to be mortal. With respect to the 
two asses, the Serjeants carried them to their 
own homes, after having taken possession of 
seven or eight reals, which Carriasse had about 
him. Happily he had no more, as Avendagne 
was keeper of their joint treasure. 

Avendagne retmned to the hotel very much 
discoQcerted, and under great uaeaftiness. - He 
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made an exact report to Seyillan of the situationiii 
which he had left his companion, of the declared 
danger of the wounded man, and of the fate of 
his ass. This is a sad adyentore, continued he, 
and, to increase the misfortune,.! have just met 
with agentlemanfromBurgOR,who tells me, that 
my master will not now come this way; that, 
in order to make greater dispatch, and save the 
expense of two louis, he has passed the barque 
d'Azeca; that he will sleep this night at Orgas, 
and that he will wait for me at Seville. At'the 
same time, this gentleman brought me twelve 
crowns from him, which I will place in your 
hands, in order that you may make every effort 
in your power, to release Asturiano from prison. 
I diall not want this money, because I shall 
not go to Seville, and, I think, that I may safely 
disobey my master in this particular instance, 
without wounding my conscience. Be that as 
it may, I have not the heart to leave my friend 
in prison, and under the risque he is running of 
losing his life; besides, I feel quite assured, 
that my master will approve of what I am doing, 
as he always recommends to his servants to 
keep on good terms, and to assist each other 
whenever they can ; on the other hand too, he 
is very tender-hearted, and I am very confident, 
that, froih the moment I shall acquaint him 
with the situation of Asturiano, he will furthet 
open hi« pune^Btrings, to draw hita o\xX. o^ ^^ 

c 6 
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8[crape, if it should not prove utterly impossible.. 
The host W€U3 much pleased with the moi^ey put 
into his hand ; and npt less so with the langu^e 
of Thomas Pedro, which led him to ^xp^ct 
more. Do not al^xm yourself, my dear Thvi^as, 
9aid he, th,ere is a remedy for all things; 9ff4 
we are nqi so destitute of friends^ hut thfif, yrie 
shall find oixe w]if o will actively interest hinpu^elf 
in this business: I am not left without spmff 
hope, that we shall yet see Asturiano again 3afe 
^d Bound, as well jas my poor ass. There is 
a nun, a relation of the corregidor's, who can 
influence him to do whatever she pleases, and 
J do not doubt^ that we shall easily gain acpess 
to tiiis good lady. Listen, Thomas, attentively: 
a laundress, who serves one of our neighboiirs, 
has a daughter, who is very much beloved by 
a monk, and this monk is the intimate friend of 
the confessor of the nun; my wife shall inter? 
cede with our neighbour, the neighbour shall 
apply to the laundress, the laundress to her 
daughter, the daughter to the monk, the monk 
to the confessor of the nun, and the nun to the 
porregidor. You clearly see, then, that the 
business is already settled. Hah! Tho|nas» 
what think you now? Yes, I promise you, that 
we coidd thus save Asturiano, even should 
he have killed sdl the water-carriers in Toledo^ 
and we will also save our ass; it is, however, 
very lucky that your master is so liberal, and 
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tender-hearted 4is you say, because, we must 
bribe a great i^Auy people in this business^ if 
we wish^ that our solicitations should not proye 
unsuccessful; I suppose you understand all 
that. Thomas could not refridn firoin ^ loud 
burst of laughter, while listening to all thid 
bonflbastical nonsense, and long string of im-^ 
portant interests, notwithstanding his heart was 
too much oppressed for merriment ; he, how-^ 
ever, thanked Sevillan, and promised to omit 
nothing with his master, which could coiitribute 
to their success. 

Argueille, who had seen Asturiaho in the 
hands of the Serjeants, was^ not less iafflicted 
with this adventure than Thomas Pedro; she 
even fancied she should die with grief. She 
lan directly to the prison in a most foriom con* 
dition, under the pretence of carrying.him some 
dinner; but, -she was not pennitted tb speak to 
him. People are not allowed access to mur- 
derers, said the keeper; you will have plenty of 
time to see him, when he goes to be hanged in 
the public square. This was all the comfort 
Argueille received from this savage jailer, who, 
however, proved to be a bad prophet. The 
wounded man was pronounced out of danger, 
one fortnight after, and, on the twentieth day, 
the surgeons declared him to be ent\Te\>f c\«^A.. 
TboBiaai, mentally convinced, that it vioxyVdiXi^ 

c6 
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necessary to make some handsome present to 
the corregidor^ to satisfy the Serjeants, and also 
to indemnify the womided man, was no sooner 
informed of the doctor's declaration, than he 
told Sevillan, that his master, in answer to a 
letter which he had written, had enclosed fifty 
crowns of gold, with which he had preseflted 
him; and to prevent the possibility of his doubt- 
ing it, he drew the money from his side pocket, 
and gave it to the host, with a letter, which he 
pretended, had been sent by his master. As it 
was of very little consequence to Sevillan, whe- 
ther this letter was counterfeit or real, he would 
not read it, not even throw his eyes upon it; 
and most joyfully taking the fifty crowns, he 
said, after having thoroughly examined them, 
and counted them over, one by one, two or 
three times, we shall have no occasion, my 
friend, either for solicitors or solicitresses; be 
persuaded) we shall soon see at liberty, you, 
your dear Asturiano, and I, my favorite • ass. 
To conclude, the wounded man was quieted 
with six ducats; and Asturiano and the luss 
were redeemed for ten, and the costs, on the 
payment of which, they were both liberated. 

Seven or eight days before Asturiano quitted 

his prison, they had permitted him to see 

Thoipas Pedro, and the waiting women of 

Sev^^'s hotels who canard Yam \!k\% meals. 
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Argueille^ who had generally taken charge of 
this commission^ had opened to him her hearty 
and had made him such indecent advances/ that 
to avoid being exposed to the solicitations of 
this woman, he resolved to abandon the service 
of Sevillan, but, that he did not like to quit 
Toledo, until he had seen the result of the 
addresses of Avendagne, he determined to pur- 
chase an ass, and to carry on the business of 
water carrier, on his own account, to avoid the 
chance of being driven out of the town, as 
a vagabond. I shall trudge about, in this man- 
ner, from morning till night, said he, to Aven- 
dagne, without apprehension of molestation; 
I shall distribute water to whomsoever I please; 
and I shall examine, at myleasure, and at my 
ease, who are the tigZtesf women here. Say, 
rather^ said Thomas, who ^e the handwmest, 
because, certainly, of all the cities of Spain, 
Toledo has the reputation of being that, m which 
the women have the fameof surpassing all others 
in beauty and conduct; and, to convince you of 
it, I need only recal Cofistance to your mind, un- 
doubtedly a paragon of beauty. Very fine, truly, 
Thomas, interrupted Asturiano, but, do not so 
extravagantly extol this waiting woman. She is 
not a waiting woman, returned Thomas, hastily 
and peevishly ; her employment is to superintend 
all the women engaged in the service of the 
hoteJ^ to have charge of the Uueiv, l\v^ dlv^'^x^xj^ 
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silver utensils of the table, and to direct all Uie 
other servants in their duty. They give her no 
other name^ however, said Asturiano, than 
'' FregowM^ and you cannot be ignorant of tbo 
meaning of this appellation. I am perfectly 
well acquainted widi it, said Thomas; I know 
t}iat it means, a servant of all tvork, who per- 
forms even the humblest offices; but» believe 
me, she has, desidedly, no other employment 
than wha4; I have iust mentioned. . Well, well, 
I will believe you, replied Aaturiano ; let us not 
say a word more on this unwelcome point; but, 
pray do tell me, my dear Thomas, how your 
affairs with her are going on? They cannot be 
in a worse c<>ndition, said Thomas ; I have never 
been able to sfty one word to her. What ought 
to console me for it is, that she never spealm to 
^y man, not even to the son of the corregidor, 
who addresses her publicly, serenades her ex- 
pensively, almost every night, and has so unre- 
servedly declared his attachment, that he calls 
her by her own name, in all his sonnets and 
romances. This, however, I confess, continued 
he, does not give me any solacing comfort; for, 
if the long purs.uit Of the son of the corregidor 
has not been able to attach her hitherto, his per- 
severance may, notwithstanding, be rewarded 
with that happiness in the end. What then, do 
you intend to do, with this Parcia, this Minerva, 
tbia second Penelope, who occupies so dignified 
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a situation in the house of SeviUan, said Astu* 
riano^ laughingly, since you love her so despe- 
rately without any encouragement? You may 
jest about it as much as you please, hastily re- 
turned Thomas, but, I very well know, iiiat I am 
in love with a most accomplished young woman, 
who makes herself not less respected wd ad- 
mired for her yirtue, than she is distinguished 
by her superior charms, I know, that she subor* 
dinately ^s^roes in this hotel, but I know, at the 
same time, that she deserves to be submissivehf 
served by the greatest monarchs in the world ! 
In a word, I love her^ and I love her with pure 
affection, for, you must not inuigine, that, I Iovq 
to gratify any improper passion. Oh! platonio 
love! cried Asturiano, Oh! illustrious waiting 
woman, splendidly gifted with channs sufficient 
to forge chains for the grea.teat Idugsl! Oh! 
happy century! which restores that golden age 
wherein the same hand wields the sceptre, and 
crowns with garlands a shepherdess! Oh! my 
dear Fish! who must pass this spring without 
seeing me; when will the time arrive, that 
I shall be again amongst you, for, indeed, '' we 
all have our own laces ! ! " Asturiano, interrupted 
Thomas, you ridicule me too unfeelingly; go to 
your wealthy sjidvirtuous fishery; I will not pre- 
tend to oppose it, and leave me here, perfectly 
assured, that you will still find me upon your 
return ; it is right, that every one ahowX^i ^vJ^ow 
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his own inclination. Let us divide the money 
that is left^ but let us part good friends. You 
interpret things too seriously, my valued friend, 
said Asturiano ; do not you see that I only mean 
pleasantly to amuse myself? no, Thomas, I will 
not desert you ; I will sacrifice, for this whole 
year, to my affection for you, all the delights of 
Zahara! I have only one further request to 
make; do not think it unkind in me, to put in 
practice the resolution I have formed, not to re- 
main any longer in this house; I must avoid the 
disgusting persecutions of Argueille, who, as 
you know, has taken it into her stupid head to 
be in love with me, and who, as you also know, 
has not the good fortune to please me. Never, 
perhaps, was any creature so ugly and so dis- 
gusting, without commenting on her vulgar, 
horrid manners; she has hardly a tooth in her 
head that is not artificial, nothing but false hair; 
and to make her look less wrinkled, and less 
tawny, she daubs such a quantity of white paint 
upon her face, as to form a complete mask of 
plaister! Nothing can be more correct, said 
Thomas; but, know in your turn, that Oalliegne 
is not one whit more comely and engaging, and 
that she incessantly persecutes me full as much 
as Argueille unremittingly torments you. In 
the situation in which I am placed, added the 
love-sick Thomas, I must patiently bear every 
thing my dear Asturiano*, but, as to you, all isr 
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compamtive freedom; every thiug wears a dif- 
ferent face; for this night share my apartment^ 
and to-morrow« make your purchase of an ass; 
you may then, instantly, place your tent where- 
ever your fancy may direct; in all these things, 
act as you please, I will not be any restraint 
upon you. 

There was that night a ball, before the en- 
trance of the hotel. The dancers were the dif- 
ferent valets, and waiting women, of the com^ 
pany at the inn, and some young persons of the 
village. Many persons went there in masks, 
more especially to see Constance, than to attend 
the baU; but, to their great mortification, no 
Constance appeared. Asturiano played upon 
the guitar to the dancers, and performed his 
task BO admirably well, that the whole assembly 
were quite delighted. But, at the moment his 
attention was the most seriously engaged in it, 
and the company most joyously intent upon 
their dancing, one of the masks, without dis- 
covering himself, requested him to desist, and 
to put down his guitar. As for some time he 
did not chuse to comply, another mask ap- 
proached, and began to quarrel with him in Ger- 
man, and that so imperatively, that Asturiano, 
irrascible under provocation, like all other high- 
minded persons, as he generally was, thought 
it adviseaWe to give way. Theae masts^ >«^\^ 
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both persons of distiiiction. On this cessation 
of the jnusic^ the valets began to mutiny^ and, 
most probably, would have come to doMmright 
vulgar boxing, with these disguised strangers, 
had not the bost promptly interfered, and the 
watch at the very time been going their round ; 
nothing ^tragical therefore occurred, and in an 
instant after a most admirable voice was heard, 
proceeding irom one of these masks^ who had 
seated himself upon a stone, oppostite the door, 
well attuned to .the foUowing^airj: 

In what celestial i^dniis of spaccf, 
Is hid that beaafefons, witdi^ fiice? - 
Where shines that 4itar,.whidi, boding ills, 
Hy trembling hearfr with:tqn|le^t ^s ? 

Why, in its wrath, ^bould Jieav'n decree, 
That we no more its li^ should see f 
Why oepse the ;Sjplendid siun to.cheer 
With fervid rays, our drooping sphere? 

Yes, second sun ! ^ds true, you shine. 
But, not for us, witli light divine ! 
Yet gracious come from ocean's bed. 
Why hide from us your radiant head ? 

Constance ! a faithful, dying sws^n. 
Adores your beauty, though in vain ; 
For when his love he would impart, 
You fly and scorn his profibr'd heart ! 

O let his tears your pity sway. 
And quick hell bear you hence away; 
For gods and men attest,— this place, 
Too msaOf by far, your chamis disgjrace. 
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Here jou're BDbmissiye to controul. 
Sweet mistress o£ my doadng soul ! 
But alters youths to you should raise. 
And passioned votaries sound your praise ! 

Qqit llieii a scene which must consuipe. 
Unworthily your early bloom 1 
To my soft yows your ear incline. 
Nor frown, but be for ever mine 1 

Let Hymen's torch resume its light, 
And let the god our hearts unite I 
This day would then before its end. 
See me your huslwuKl, lover, fiiend. 

This songster was very much applauded ; only 
one amongst all the whole company found fault 
with it. Truly, openly exclaimed this man^ these 
are pretty songs to be sure, to sing to Constance ! 
— Very pleasant idleries ! She is yery fortunate 
not to have heard a syllable of their meanmg. 
Truly, it is capital, to be talking to an illiterate 
senrant-maid about the firmament and the hori-> 
zon ; it is only amongst the higher orders of 
Germans, that you must seek for young ladies 
who have learnt such nonsense from their ro- 
mances in chivalry! As to Constance, she 
knows not how to read, but out of her own 
prayer-book ! Keep, my friend, your romances 
and your rhymes for some other better instructed 
person ! it is a jargon for which Constance can 
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have no more taste, than any other industrious 
waiting-woman that ever lived in the house of 
Sevillan ! Moreover, learn, if you do not know it 
already, that Constance cares for you, and for 
all those who serenade her, and for me, and, in 
short, for all of us, jsst as much as she does for 
father John, whom she never beheld ! Simple 
waiting-woman as she is, she imagines that the 
greatest men upon earth cannot be worth 
a straw to her, so much does she despise them 
all ; I verily believe that she fancies herself de- 
scended from some Indian king, or, at least, 
from some great knight-errant ! As to me, who 
have occasionally addressed some verses of 
adoration to her, at the cost of a great deal of 
my good money, for which I received only severe 
repulses as a recompence, I relinquish her, 
whatever she may be, to the addresses of others, 
and shall think him a madman who ventures to 
pursue her. The consolation of my disappoint- 
inent is, that she will one day become a down- 
right fright; that she will grow old, and her 
beauty fade; and that the time will arrive, 
when, so far from being adored as the splendid 
sun, she will not even be attended to as the 
pale-faced moon ; wait for a few years, time is 
an excellent monitor, and never fails to render 
a true account ! The assembly burst out into 
a loud fit of laughter at the spiteful mortifica- 
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tion of this disappointed amorous swain^ and 
dispersed. 

Asturiano and Thomas returned to their beds, 
and all the rest of the audience withdrew ; but 
they had scarcely closed their eyes, when they 
heaurd somebody scratching at the door of the^ir 
room. It was Argueille and Galliegue, who 
whispered, open the door, or we shall die with 
cold. It is excessively warm, notwithstanding, 
said Asturiano, very much irritated, we are still 
in the dog-days. Let alone such raillery, Astu- 
riano, replied Galliegue, and open the door 
quickly ; we come with very good intentions. 
Faith, mesdames waiting-women, you had bet^ 
ter quit our door, we will have nothing to say 
to you this night, go and seek to warm your- 
selves elsewhere, and l^ave us to sleep undis- 
turbed. As these damsels found, from his 
tone, that Asturiano spoke in good earnest, and 
even accompanied his words with some threats, 
they withdrew very much confused. All that 
Argueille did, before she retired to her bed, was 
to place her obnoxious mouth at the keyhole of 
the door, and exclaim, faith, " Honey was not 
intended for the mouth of the ass." Well, we 
have escaped from the torments of these two 
odious creatures on very easy terms, said Astu- 
riano ; but, look you, continued he, I would not 
remain another day in this house, no, xvoV'\^^Q\x 
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would giTe me all the gold of Peru^ or make me^ 
emperor of China ! Let us endeavour to go to 
sleep again, and I warrant you I will move off at 
day-break. I have already told you, answered 
Thomais, that you aare perfectly at liberty to do as 
you please ; pursue your journey, if you prefer 
it, or ^sume the character of a water-carrier, 
according to your former rei^olution. I will 
adopt the latter plan^ said Astutiano ; I shaH 
make it a point of conscience not to desert you, 
until I see the full bearing of your amorous pur- 
suit, and what is likely to be the final issue. 
They went to sleep again, and arose the moment 
day-light appeared ; Thomas went to distribute 
his oats, and Asturiano sallied forth to purchase 
an ass. 

Whilst Asturiano was confined in prison, 
Thomas, who, when he had finished all his 
duties, generally sought some solitary place, 
had written some love compositions in the same 
book in which he entered the account of tKe 
distribution of his oats ; his intention was to 
transcribe them, and instantly afterwards to tear 
out the leaf of the book ; but his mind was so 
absorbed with Constance, that he had forgotten 
to do so, and, in his forgetfulness, he one day- 
left his book upon a sideboard, where his mas- 
ter found it. Sevillan, anxious to know in what 
manner the account of his oats was kept, as* 



ILLUSTRIOUS SEEVAMT-MAID. 47 

this occajuon offered the information^ opened 
the book, and found the. verses of Tho^ 
mas. As this rigid host would on no ao* 
count suffer his valets to amuse themselves 
with cajoling any of his waiting-women, and 
least of all Constance, when he had read 
the verses, he bolted off on the instant; 
Teiy much enraged, in search of this yom^ wo- 
man, whom he found in the apartment of his 
wife. The first thing he did, was to inquire, 
whether Homas had ever said any foolish 
things to her, or; if he had, at any time, by any 
of his actions, ever manifested any inclination 
for her. Constance answered, blushing, that 
Thomas had never spoken to her in his life, 
and that she had never perceived tliat he had 
the smallest liking for her. She would have 
said more, but the host interrupting her, de- 
clared, I believe you, Constance, because 
I never yet detected you in telling me any 
thing like a falsehood. I am quite satisfied 
with what you say ; you may go, and resume 
your occupations. Notwithstanding, wife ! add- 
ed Sevillan, when Constance was withdrawn, 
I do not know what to think of all this. Here 
are some verses, shewing her the book, in the 
hand-writing of Thomas, which, significantly 
putting his finger on his nose, make me suspect, 
that " There is some eel under the rock.'* Know, 
then, that Thomas is much enamo\xTeA. m>Oci 
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Constance. Shew me these verses^ replied his 
wife, perhaps I can tell you what they are. As 
you often compose dialogues, returned the host, 
I do not doubt but that you will be able to ex- 
plain them to me. I do not compose dialogues 
any more than other women, answered tha 
wife rather angrily; we have tongues given us to 
speak, and earit to hear ; and I would have you 
to know, that we are not so ignorant as you may. 
fancy : I know very well, that I can read three 
or four prayers in Latin. And, I know very well* 
^so, replied the host, that you do not read ibem- 
over well, and that your uncle, the sexton, has. 
often told you, that you would do much better 
to learn to read them in your own mother 
tongue. But let us break off all this dispute, 
and attend to the verses. 



Dialogue between Sylvander and Thtrsis. 

Sylv. Who renders love subordinate ? 

Thyr. He who knows how to be silent. 

Sylv. Who subjects love to his laws ? 

Thyr. He who has constancy and faith. 

Sylv. And what arrests him in his flight? 

Thyr. Persevering constancy. 

SylVi Then the sweet fhut which may arise, 
From your fond passion, be my prize : 
And thon^ my smother'd tongue be mute 
With love, faith, soul,— I'll ^dn my sui^ 
—But what substantiates love? 



ILLUSTRIOUS SERVANT-MAID. 49 

^Thtb.' Perpetual retnra. 

Sylv* What instantly extinguishes it? 

TiHTR. Contempt and disdain. 

Stl^v* And these two feelings banished? 

Ttm, His flames are everlasting. 

Stlv« Ah ! ooold I fimcy this but true. 

My dubious heart mi^t trust to you. 
For though Sylvander be not loved^ 
His pain is not perceiyed, unmoved.— 
Knowy tlien^ dear Constance, here. Ill stay. 
To your biigjbt eyes IH homage pay. 
My constancy and faith shall prove 
Nau^t can exceed my ardent love. 
The blaze of beauty you reveal 
Alone can match the fire I feel. 

Is that all? with a broad stare of surprize^ said 
ike hostess. All ! yes, replied the husband : but 
■bat do you think of these verses? First of all, 
laid the wife, we must ascertain, that they ate 
leally the production of Thomas him:self. There 
am be no doubt of that, returned the husband, 
)ecause, the hand-writing in which the account 
)f the oats is kept, and that of the dialogue, are 
exactly the same; there is not the sm^Iest dif- 
erence. But, do you not see, husband, answer 
id the wife, that although Constance is named 
n these verses, and from that we might be led 
JO think they were written for her, yet, notwith- 
itanding, we cannot be certain of it, as there 
must be a great many Constances in the world 
besides our Constance. Whether they are in- 

voL. 1. D 
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tended for our Constance, or any othef Ulon- 
stance, time, to be sure, will decide; neveikhe- 
less, let us be on our guaird, and attefitively 
watch the young woman. If Thomas be , really 
in love with her, he will not let it rest here, and 
we shall soon discover what is passing in his 
heart. Will it not be better, said the husband, 
to release ourselves from all this trouble, by 
turning him away? You can do so, if you please, 
replied the hostess; but, as you say, he serves 
you so well, and that, at the bottom, he is very 
useful to you, I would not dismiss him without 
good proofs of the necessity of it. You are 
right, wife, said Sevillan^ time reveals all things; 
cur's is a great trust; do you be very vigilant on 
your side, and I will careftilly watch on mine.— ^. 
Here terminated this sage conversation between 
man and wife; and the host immediately depart- 
ed t6 re-convey Thomas's oat book to the place 
from whence he had taken it. 

All this time, Thomas was much puzzled^and 
bewildered to recollect, where he had left his 
book: he searched, under great distress and 
anxiety, every comer about the house, where it 
was possible he could have left it, and, fii&ally, 
having found it, in the very place where he had 
put it, he immediately transcribed his dialogue 
from his oat book, as he originally intended^ and 
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then tore out the leaf on which itliadbeen en- 
tered. His design was, to present this produc- 
tion to Constance, or to declare his passion in 
some other way, whenever an opportunity 
should offer: but, Constance kept herseL^ so 
vigilantly and uniformly, on the reserve, that 
Tlioinas found it very difficult to seize any one 
moment, to address her. Constance avoided 
him, as she did every other man, and when 
chance placed her alone in any situation to be 
perceived, she vanished like a flash of light- 
nipg. An opportunity, however, presented itself 
at last. Constance was suddenly attacked with 
a violent pain in her face, which lasted for 
several days. Whilst the inflammation cour 
tinoed, she restlessly wandered about from room 
to room, in a state of distraction, striving to 
aOeviate the pain, holding a handkerchief to her 
moath, and frequently complaining aloud. In 
this state of perturbation, she passed through 
A gallery, in which were Thomas and several 
other persons, who were not dilatory in enquiring 
the cause of her complaints ? It is an evil, said 
she, which people generally consider as very 
trifling, but which I find extremely acute and 
afflicting; it is the tooth-ach which distracts 
me. I will present you with a remedy, said 
Thomas; it is a written prayer, which will be 
sure to relieve you immediately, and teiao^^ ^ 
your pain, if you will undertake^ ouco ot V«\c^> 
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to read it devoutly: I have myself often expe* 
rienced its infallible virtues. Give me, thei^ 
this prayer, said Constance, earnestly ; I assure 
you I will faithfully read it with the best feelings 
of my heart. It must be on this condition, 
however, said Thomas, that you do not shew it 
to any other person; it is a profound secret^ 
which I have been enjoined not to divulge, and; 
if divulged, may lose its charm: but, I most 
willingly and chearfully communicate it to you; 
fully persuaded, that you are very prudent. I 
sincerely and readily promise you, said Con* 
stance, that no person shall see it; but, let me 
have it as soon as possible, for my torments en- 
crease every moment. I will instantly go^md 
write it, said Thomas, and will return with it 
forthwith. This was the very first time that 
Constance and Thomas had ever exchanged 
a word, although they had been in the same 
house near a month. Thomas instantly wiih- 
drew, but, instead of the written prayer which 
he had promised, he presented Constance with 
the following letter : 

" I am, most adorable Constance ! a gentleman 
of Burgos ; and, if I. survive my father, I shall be 
in possession of a very considerable inheritance. 
Upon the fame of your beauty, spread through- 
out all Spain, I quitted the capital of Old Castile, 
^aad metamorphosed myaelf ^ ^ou ^^« for the 
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aole purpose of beholding you, and of declaring 
to you my affection, which, if you urill return, 
divine Constance! I will give you such indu- 
bitable proofs as will perfectly convince you, 
that I really am the person I represent myself to 
be; and, then it will rest with you, to render i^e 
the happiest man in the world, by accepting my 
hand and my heart, and sharing all my posses- 
ftions. In whatever manner you may receive 
the declaration which I here make to you, 
I entreat you not to divulge my sentiments to 
any person whatsoever, as it is very certain, that 
if it should come to the knowledge of your mas* 
ter, who will not give any credit to what I assert, 
he wiK immediately dismiss me, and the sepa- 
ration from you, will inevitably cause my deaths ' 
I hope very soon to convince you, that every 
word I asser^ is solemnly true; but, for the 
present, permit me to see you, and to speak to 
you; do not refuse me this innocent request, 
which, whilst I live, I will never dishonor. In- 
comparable Constance ! do not drive to despair 
an unhappy man who adores you I" 

Constance read this letter, more than asto- 
nished at its contents: she shortly afterwards 
returned into the gallery, very apparently, 
somewhat disturbed, and this emotion charm- 
ingly augmented her beauty: she held in her 
hand Thomas's letter, which she toie'mVi m-^xjcj 
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pieces^ Your prayer borders too much on su* 
perstition! she exclaimed^ the moment she per* 
ceived Thomas: we are not allowed to use such 
prayers as this; as I cannot place faith in it, I 
prefer destroying it^ in your presence^ and fol- 
lowing your injunction of secrecy, will say 
nothing more about it. She instantly pro^ 
ceeded to her mistress's room, and left her 
admiring swain very much confounded. For, 
in truth, whatever interpretation Thomas might 
be inclined to put on the seemingly disheart- 
ening deportment and declared sentiments of 
Constance, he could not discover any symptomi 
to flatter himself with the slightest hopes of 
success. Like all lovers, however, unwilling to 
despair, he drew this alleviation of his disap*- 
pointment, that he did not feel that his letter 
had made Constance smgry. I am not one 
bit more alarmed, than on the very first day of 
my entering this house, said the enamoured 
Thomas to himself; yet Constance, properly 
speaking, has not given me any decided re^ 
pulse! It is true, she has torn my letter, saying, 
she could not attach any faith to it, and she 
withdrew, without choosing to hold any con* 
tersation with me; but there did not appear 
about her, either too much pride, ,or any 
hau^ty disdain; in short, nothing to make me 
whotty clespair. Is it possible, continued he, 
, suamble Constance, that I may one day pre» 



ILLUSTRIOUS SBEVAMT-MAll). ^ 

vail on you to interest yourself about me? Oh! 
no» added he^ you would have preseryed my 
letter, you would have entered into some little 
conversation with me, had you the least incli- 
nation to return the ardent affection of a lover 
who adores you, and will adore you throughout 
life! 



Bcenes were acting in the house 
of -SeviUan, Asturiano was at market, mth in- 
tention to purchase an ass: he examined a great 
many, but did not meet with one he fueled 
would answer his purpose. A gipsy followed 
him about, endeavouring to persuade him that 
he had one which would exactly suit him ; but 
Asturiano thought he was too small and too 
weak, although he appeared to move very 
stoutly and very nimbly; besides, he mistrusted 
the yendar : moreover, it was soon pointed out 
to him, that this animal moved so briskly, 
through the influence of some quicksilver pu( 
into his ears. He who made this discovery, 
also, had his own views ; for, a moment after- 
wards, he whispered Asturiano, that if he was 
seeking for an animal fit to carry water, he had 
one, in an adjoining meadow, excellently wel) 
qualified for the purpose, the equal of which 
he had, perhaps, never beheld in his life ; fol- 
low me, said he, vrithout saying a word, it is 
only to the distance of a few ataipa \)a».\.\^^ 
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take yon. I conslent, said Asturiano^ and tb^tf^ 
the other seizing him by the arm^ as if they liad 
been known to each other throughout life, they 
hastily strode away into a large field, where 
they found several waters-carriers attending the 
grazing of thein asses. The animal pointed out 
suited Asturiano exactly, and the purchase 
being soon concluded, he counted down twelve 
ducats, for which sum the vender delivered the 
ass, and all the trappings necessary for the oc- 
cupation which he meant to pursue. There 
was vast delight amongst the water-carriers, 
when they made the discovery of this new assor 
ciate ; they congratulated Asturiano on his be- 
coming a member of their fraternity, and all 
assured him, that he had obtained an ass of 
much greater value than he imagined; for, be 
satisfied, added they, that the man from whom 
you bought him, now about to return to his 
own country, where he is in partnership with 
a wealthy relative, has gained, in one year, two 
•full suits of clothes, and the twelve ducats 
which you have just paid him, besides having 
fed and supported himself and his ass very 
creditably. Four of these water-carriers now 
agreed to play at the game of Prime, and im- 
fiaediately spread themselves on the grass, th^ 
ground serving for a table, their riding cloaks 
for a carpet. Asturiano placed himself to over- 
tbem, and was greatly surprized to find^ 
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how high they played, as they had before them 
niore than a hundred reals ; die stakesran highy 
two of the parties, in a short time, lost their 
all, fomid themselves completely stripped, and 
obliged to retire. The vender of the ass had 
a great desire to try his fortune; but, as he 
thought the game would be awkward with 
three players only, he intimated to Asturiano, 
that if he would make the fourth, he would 
hazard some ducats. Asturiano, who never 
willingly broke up a party, and was a skilful 
player, readily agreed to the proposal. They 
seated themselves on the grass, and the game 
went on so rapidly, that, in less than an hour, 
Asturiano lost seven or eight crowns of gold. 
You have a very great superiority over me, 
said he to his opponents, but never mind: 
I have no more money about me, but I have 
my ass, and I will stake him, if you please ; he 
is, as you well know, strong, sightly, and valu- 
able, and it may be, that I lose him, or recover 
my unfortunate crowns of gold. Asturiano 
was taken at his word, and it was arranged 
that they should play for the ass by quarters. 
Asturiano could not be more fortunate than at 
the beginning of the play ; but his first gains 
were soon retrieved by his opponents^ and he 
lost one quarter of his ass ; this was shortly 
followed by the loss of another quarter ; finally, 
he lost all the four quarters, and \li^ n wdsx ^^ 
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the aiss was the reiy man who gained theaai 
which he had so lately sold. . So you s^aia 
letorn to me, my dear ass ! said the winner^ 
laughing ; come then, my long profitable con:^ 
panion, my dear little Mexico! but I shall not 
be long thy master; I shall sell thee s^ain at 
the first good market ! This said, be arose to 
take possession of the ass. Stop, stop, there, 
my firiend, exclaimed Asturiano, do not be in 
suiDh a great hurry to seize the sacrifice ; the 
ass is not wholly your's : I know well, that 
I. have lost four quarters of him, and that 
these four quarters belong to you; I do not 
dispute them, and you may take and convey 
them aWay, whenever you please ; but the ass's 
tail belongs to me, as I have not yet staked 
thai. This occasioned all the water-carriers to 
burst out into an uproar of laughter. You 
may laugh as much as you please, continued 
Asturiano, gravely ; but I have not lost the tail 
of my ass, and he who will have it, must first 
win it. What! indeed, replied the water car- 
riers, is it so, that when we sell a sheep, for 
example, we are to separate the tail ? Does not 
the tail belong to one of the hind quarters ? 
I acknowledge the truth, of this doctrine, an-^ 
swered Asturiano, with respect to sheep iH 
general, but I contend it to be wholly false with 
regard to the sheep ofBarbary. These sheep have 
xeally^^ quarters, and the tail forms the^A. 
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I can safely app€9l to the deUbefate jndgmest 
of sellers, and, in the preseht case, I bave |M> 
objection to leave it to the justice of yont^ 
sdTes. It is trae, continued he, thatwhen they 
ieil lAeep alive, they sell the whole together^ 
all the five quarters together; but, my ass has 
only been played for ; he has not been sold at 
all; I never thought of hazarding his tail, and, 
surely, no person can ^ssibly tell better than 
myself^ what my intentions were in thi9 respect. 
Give me, then, the tail, and take the four quar- 
ters I that each should have hi^rown is very 
proper, and, if any one pretend to act other- 
wise, it is with me alone that he must settle it; 
I know very well how to protect my right, and 
I will protect it; the number of your associate^ 
renders you, at this moment, powerful, said h^ 
to the water-carriers, with an angry counte- 
nance; but, if your number was ten times 
greater, if you were all the water-oarriers la 
the world assembled together, I would hav^ 
you to know, that I do not fear you. I say, 
moreover, that would you give me the value of 
the tail ten times told, I would not take it, I will 
have the tail itself, and nothing else, so that 
you have only to dismember the ass this in- 
stant, that I may have the tail. He here threw 
his cap into the air, shewed them a glittering 
poignard which he carried imder his cloak, and 
putting himself in the posture of a xaaa vii^VQ% 
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•to fight, he appeared so formidable to the whole 
herd of water-<^rriers, that not one amoi^ 
them dared to move. What will you do ? at 
length, Bai& one of the water-carriers, address- 
ing the winner of the four quarters of the ass. 
Asturiaiio may not be quite right, but, at the 
same time, he is not altogether wrong, as the 
point ought to have been well understood be- 
fore the game began. Pressed, on all sides, by 
one or other, the general opinion of the water- 
carriers signified, that, if they were in the win- 
ner's place, they would prefer playing for the 
the tail against one of the quarters, rather than 
Ineet the sword for such a trifle ; play the little 
^ame of Prime, fortune will declare in favor of 
the right. This was just what Asturiano 
wished, and seeing his opponent somewhat 
frightened, he, in a friendly manner, gave him 
both his hands, in approbation of the alterna- 
tive which he had so readily adopted, and they 
again seated themselves for the game. The 
stake was for the tail against one quarter; 
Asturiano won it ; he won another quarter im- 
mediately afterwards; in a word, he shortly 
won his whole ass back again. Never was man 
more astonished than this water-carrier; the 
sport of the business throughout. Thou has 
recovered thy ass, said he to Asturiano ; I do 
not know how it has happened, but I like much 
better that you should thus have won him> 
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tban tliat my old companion shoiild be cut 
to pieces; let us now play for the money. 
I have done, said Asturiano, I am satisfied; 
I caze not for the loss of my golden crowns, 
hot will not again hazard the loss of my ass, as 
"jfovr dear little Mexico" will produce me a 
livelihood. But, Asturiano could not resist 
their urgent importunities to play again, and 
he continued to play so successfully, that he 
did not leave even half a real to the water car- 
rier. It is impossible to describe the mortifi- 
cation and despair of this mined knave, whom 
nothing could console. My friend, said Astu- 
riano, be not desperate, cease thy lamentations 
and mourning! We shall not imitate the oppres- 
sive practices of the Turks towards the Moors ! 
You shall not be the poorer for having lost all 
your money to me ! Asturiano then returned 
all the money he had won : he even restored 
the twelve ducats, the purchase money of the 
ass; nor did his liberality stop there; he added 
a handsome distribution amongst his compa- 
nions, whom he believed not over burthened 
with cash. This done, Asturiano returned to 
town, and left these water-carriers full of admi- 
ration. He related his adventures to Thomas, 
who could not refrain from laughing heartily, 
although he had not the smallest inclination 
to be merry, as Constance still remained her- 
metically silent and invisible to Vum, %:ft.^\^^ 
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could not in the least conjecture, how his dis^ 
tracting amour was likely to terminate. 

There was neither al^ouse nor yard, nor any 
assembly of idlers, in which they did not cele- 
brate the subtilty, the courage, and the libera^ 
H<y of Asturiano. But, as the ignorant mobi- 
lity are generally unjust, and naturally more 
prone to evil than good, they treated the gene** 
rous conduct of Asturiano with the utmost 
derision, and only spoke of the chicanery which 
he had practised for the jrecorery of the asis^ 
which they declared had been indisputably 
wholly lost. 

On the next morning, this new water car- 
rier commenced his office ; but he had no 
sooner made his appearance in the streets, than 
the people pointed at him with the finger^ 
calling out« '* there goes the hero of the ass's tailt 
there goes the ass's tail vmter-carrier !" Asturiano 
became surrounded with children, who fol- 
lowed him, crying out, " the ass's tail waters 
carrier /? which vexed him not a little, but he 
deterniined not to utter a word, imagining; 
that silence and indifference would induce the 
populace and the children to stop their voci- 
ferations; in this, however, he found himself 
mistaken, and his forced prudence of no avail. 
They kept up their clamour to such an extreme. 
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that at length, imtatedj^ and lo&ing aU patience, 
he dismounted fiQm hia ass, and began to baf« 
fet about all those who surrounded him*. !Ihk 
only senred to augment tbeir clamour,, and to 
encrease the crowd. This was a precarious 
situation in which to place an ardent-minded , 
youth, not blessed with a superabundance q£ 
patience ;. but, sensible of the difficulty, like 
ft^ prudent and wise man, he qinddy withdrew 
into a smalllodging which be had provided, to 
shelter himself from the amorous persecutions 
of Argneille, and there shut himself up for five 
or six days, . fearful of venturing out, until the 
dusk of the evening, when he went to converse 
with his friend Thomas, whom he still found 
absorbed in melancholy. 

Since Thomas had delivered bis letter to 
Constance, he had never once found an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with her, no, not for a 
moment. She has been more difficult of access 
than ever, said Thomas;^ I have only once 
been able to approach her, and she then forbad 
me to speak, saying, Thomas, I am now quite 
well, and have no further occasion for your 
prayers. I confess, she made this declaration 
with a smiling countenance, and without any 
appearance of my declaration having offended 
her ; but she decidedly avoided any further 
conversation, and, you may easily wiyP^^^> ^^^ 
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unexpected indifierence greatly distresses me* 
I really commiserate you, said Asturiano^ but, 
the evil is not so great as I expected ; when a 
mistress is not truly angry^ every thing is to be 
hoped from her^ and^ I now confidently fore- 
ielL that all will be right at last. Let us now 
speak of my afiairs^ said Asturiano. He then 
narrated every thing that had passed^ from the 
time of his first appearance in the streets upon 
his ass. This furious assault of the children, 
answered Thomas, is imdoubtedly very dis- 
agreeable; but do not attempt to stem the tor- 
renty my dear Asturiano; the advice which I 
have to give you, and which, in similar circum* 
stances, I should follow myself, is, that you 
jrefrain from appearing in the streets, with your 
ass, for some days ; and if you cannot, by this 
first expedient, obliterate the recollection of 
this story, that you give up the occupation of 
water-carrier altogether. I will follow your 
advice, my dear Thomas, said Asturiano ; I 
¥dll shut myself up in my lodgings for some 
days ; and, if there be no other remedy, I ¥dll 
turn my ass into money, and renounce for ever 
the trade of water-carrier, during which time 
jFOur pursuit of Constance will be at an end. 
Hereupon, Asturiano withdrew to his lodgings, 
determined to remain quite retired and con- 
cealed, observing, in all probability, that in the 
course of seven or eight days, somie new. ad- 
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tenture would arise, which would send his into 
oblivion. 

I shall now describe an extraordinary scene, 
which passed at Sevillan's hotel. About eleven 
o'clock at night, suddenly and unexpectedly, 
without the least previous intimation, the cor- 
regidor sternly entered the house at the head of 
a formidable troop of Serjeants. The host and 
his whole establishment were justly alarmed at 
this nocturnal visit; for, unsolicited justice, like 
a comet, never obtrudes her appearance but as 
the awful forerunner of some great misfortune ; 
at least this is the general opinion. This veiy 
unwelcome terrific instrument of justice was 
shewn into a room, and, at the same moment, 
in high magisterial tone, required to see the 
master of the hotel, from whom he gravely de- 
manded,— whether he vHis the master? The 
host answered that he was ; upon which the cor* 
regidor signified his pleasure, that all the rest of 
the company in the room should withdraw. 
Alone with Sevillan, the corregidor imperatively 
required to be informed, what serving people he 
had in his house. Sevillan told him, that he 
had two female servants, one old woman, and 
a young boy, who kept the account of his oats, 
and distributed them to the horses of the 
lodgers and visitors in his hotel. Have you no 
other domestic, sir? gravely demanded the 
corregidor: No, sir, replied the Yioal. Xi^^xsL 
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what footing then, said the inquisiliye judge, 
do you keep in your house a young womBU, 
vmch cdebrated; and whom the whole town 
call the illustrious Fregonne ? and, with whom, 
my son, Don Pedro, is so much enamoured, 
that he allows no evening to pass without sere* 
nading her. It is true, answered the terrified 
host, that this Fregonne is in my house, but 
although she u my servant, I may, notwith- 
standing, say, that she is not my servant. I do 
not understand you, said the corregidor ; I wiU 
have BO prevarication^ sir;, all that. I havete 
say is,., that you. must ,expkan yotijrself; rVery 
fidly, and instantaneously, .Coir. I iwiU not Iwur 
an equivocal answer ! I have already,; sir^ re* 
toiened. Sevillan, told you tibe plain and strict 
truth, and if you will have the goodness to iiH* 
dulge me with a short private audience, I wiH 
convince you that this young woman is not my 
servant, although she be so. I certainly wiU 
listen to you, said the judge; indeed, I am 
impatient to hear you, for the purpose of ascer* 
taining how you will reconcile circumstances so 
seemingly contradictory. But, in the first 
place> added this judge, it is requisite that I 
should set this young woman, and I desire you 
instantly to bring her here before me. The host 
immediately put his head out of the door» 
which he held in his hand, and called — Con* 
stance ! The hostess, who had been listemng^ 
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ind wtio was already become very uneasy &t 
this unexpected yiait of the corregidor, became 
infinitely more bo, npon bearing her husband 
call this yonng woman to appear before him. 
Alas ! said she, sighing Tery heaVily, with tears 
in her eyes, of what possible crime can Con* 
stance have been guilty ? Constance, who is 
virtue itself! Do not alarm yourself, my dear 
and excellent nustress, said Constance, witiiout 
any emotion ; we shall presently kkiow what 
they want with me, and be quite satisfied; that, 
although they should accuse me of improper 
conduct, I am, nevertheless, perfectly kmocent ; 
as my conscience reproaches me not with ever 
having done one single thing, unworthy of the 
fignity of my sex, or of the protection of your 
hoiise. Constance did not reqtdre to be called 
ttipe, and, taking a light in her hand, she en* 
Und into the presence of the judge, without 
appearing in the least disconcerted^ Constance 
had no sooner made her appearance, than the 
eorregidor commanded the door to be shut, 
and, at the same moment, taking the light 
from her hand, he gazed on her, and for some 
time continued to gaze very attentively ; and, 
as this very much heightened the colour of her 
complexion, she appeared so handsome, that, as 
he afterwards declared, he was quite dazzled 
and surprized on beholding so much perfect 
beauty. Having rapturously exammedL\v^\«\i^ 
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turned to the host, to whom he thus addressed 
his sentiments* This young woman^ sir, ought 
not to be in your house, she is worthy of a bet- 
ter fate, and I can no longer blame my son for 
being so much attached to her. Fame, con- 
tinued he, has indeed highly extolled her 
charms, but all that Fame has said, falls very 
short of the perfect beauty with "which this 
young woman is adorned. Is she your relation? 
demanded the judge. She is neither my rela- 
tion, nor my servant, answered the host ; and if 
you are desirous of knowing who she is, you 
will learn such things, said he, whispering, as 
will both gratify your wishes, and excite your 
admiration : but, before I begin my relation, it 
is advisable that she should withdraw. Desiire 
her to retire, said the judge, assuring her^ that 
whatever I may learn respecting her> she aKsdl 
be under my protection, and tibat I will be a 
father to her. Constance heard these senti- 
ments without appearing to have heard them, 
and withdrew. Whilst Constance relates to 
her affectionate mistress, what had thus myste- 
riously passed, let us see, what the host has to 
say to the corregidor. 

'^ It is about fifteen years, sir, this very day, 
said Sevillan, since there came to my house 
a lady dressed in the habit of a pilgrim, accom- 
pameA by four servants on horseback, two 
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young female attendants^ and a chambermaid. 
The lady was carried in a litter^ and her women 
in an ordinary sort of equipage. Her carriage 
was magmficent; she had two or three mules 
richly caparisoned, carrying a bed, and all the 
necessary implements for cookery. The lady 
tippeared about forty years of age, and was ex- 
tremely handsome. The moment she arrived^ 
her women prepared her bed, in the very room 
in which we now are, and she immediately 
laid down to rest She certainly had great need 
of her bed, for she was not only very much 
latigued, but, apparently, in very bad health. 
Her seirants asked me, who was the most cele- 
brated physician in this place ? I told them, and 
they instantly went in search of him. The physi- 
cian's first order was, to remove her bed into 
a more retired and less noisy apartment, where 
the lady would not be liable to be disturbed ; 
an4 this was immediately obeyed. None of 
the valets entered the apartment of the lady; 
there were only two female attendants, and her 
own waiting woman. My wife and myself 
repeatedly enquired of the servants the name 
of this lady, from whence she came, and whither 
she was going? whether she was married? and 
whether a widow or a single woman, seeing, 
that she was clothed in the b^bit of a pilgrim. 
All we could learn viras, that she was a person 
of quality of Old Castile ; that aheNvra ^m^^Ni ^ 
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without children; that, for some months past, 
die hftd fidlen into a dangerous dropsy, and 
had made a tow to perform a pilgrimage to th* 
church of Notre Dame in Ghiieidaloupe, and, to 
accomplish this vow, she had assumed th# 
pilgrim^s dress. As to her name, they had 
been strictly enjoined to call her only ^* ne 
La^ Pilgrim:' 

This was all the information we could at first 
gain ; but, three days after, the lady sent one 
of her female attendants to summons my wife 
and myself, and she addressed us in these 
words: 

" Heaven is my witness, said she, shedding 
a torrent of tears ; heaven is my witness, that» 
without being culpable, I find myself the most 
unfortunate being in the world. I am in the 
family way; and so near my confinement, that 
I already begin to feel pain. Not one of my 
men servants have any idea of my misfortune, 
my women only are acquainted with it ; I could 
not make any mystery of it to them ; and, be- 
sides, I am persuaded, I can trust them without 
running the smallest risk of exposure. To fly 
from those who might have watched me in my 
own house, I have made a vow to travel to th* 
church of our Lady in Ghiadaloupe, and, I can 
clearly see, it is her will that I should go through 
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my confinement in this place. I considesr you* 

then, as the only people who can rendei mt 

any assistance. I throw myself into your anns^ 

and, I hope, that, in assisting me, you wiU feel 

compassion for my Csite, and that you will nerer 

reveal to any one the mournful secret with 

which I entrust you. On finishing these words, 

which affected us extremely, she drew firom 

under her pillow, a purse made of green silk 

and gold thread, and, presenting it to my 

wife, she said, there are in this purse, two hunr 

dred gold crowns, which I give you beforehand^ 

as a proof, how grateful I shall be for the ser- 

▼ices which I am convinced you will i^ndet me. 

My wife felt herself too much affectedio answer, 

therefore, I spoke, and told her, that although 

there should be nohopeofany reward, she might 

safely rely o^h every thing tiiat could possibly 

be done by us f that we would spare no pains, 

no trouble, to relieve the bitterness of her grief; 

and that, in confiding her secret to us, she had 

revealed it tQ persons who would rather di6 

a thousand deaths than betray their trust. It 

will be necessary, then, added the lady, since 

you are so kindly disposed to serve me, that 

you should seek out a woman who will take 

charge of the infant, which God has been 

pleased to give me ; but she must be a person 

well known to you, and you must take all the 

necessary precautions to keep Yiet, Vhxo>a!^QMV. 
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her life, in perfect ignorance of my unfortmiate 

adventures. As for a good nurse, I shall not 

require one, my young woman will perform her 

office, and I shall thus see myiself secured from 

one additional witness. After my confinement^ 

I shall fulfil my vow ; and, at my return, I wiB 

take every possible precaution to verify the 

assurance, that the child I shall leave with you, 

shall never be an incumbrance to you, and also, 

to enforce her being properly acknowledged, 

when a fit time shall arrive. The lady said ho 

more, and here finished her discourse; but 

nothing could stop her tears. My wife, who 

by this time had in some degree recovered 

from distress and embarassment, endeavoured 

to console the lady ; she confirmed all the pro- 
mises I had made, and I quitted the lady, to 

seek for a young woman, whom I found some 

hours after, and who proved to he exactly what 

we wished. The good lady was not long before 

she felt all her pains encrease ; and the same 

night, at about one o'clock, when every body 

was buried in sQund sleep, $he was brought to 

bed of a little girl, the most beautiful creature 

I ever in my life beheld ; she is, sir, the very 

same girl whom you have just seen ! But, what 

most excited pur admiration apd wonder in tUs 

quick and happy (5onfinement, was^ that the 

mother wholly surpressed her cries, and that the 

hfstnt scarcely cried at aU on entering die 
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world, on which we aU admired the wisdontof 
providence, who ordained eveiy thing so' mer- 
cifiilly* that no creature whatsoever throughout 
the house had the slightest suspicion of the 
events which had been so quickly and silently 
passing. The lady was confined to her bed 
■even days, during which time the physician 
did not remit his constant attendance, not that 
she had informed him of the cause of her illness, 
nor that she took the medicines he ordered to 
be administered, but she hoped by his constant 
visits to deceive her attendants, as she informed 
me when she was out of danger. On the eighth 
day, she arose and i^ontinued her pilgrimage. 
Before theexpiration of one month she returned 
to us, apparently in perfect health, for she had, 
by degrees left off all the cushions and ban- 
dages of which she had been obliged to make 
use to countenance the feigned disorder of a 
dropsy. The little girl had been christened 
Constance, in pursuance of the order given to, 
me, and she was already placed with the nurse 
in a neighbouring village, where she passed as 
my niece. I received from this lady, her mo- 
ther, a gold chain, still in my possession, from 
which she took off six linl^, telling me, that 
the person whom she should send to claim the 
child would produce them as his authority. 
She, at the same time, cut into two parts, in 
t particular form, a roll of parchxnieiit» xrg^Mk 
VOL, r, E 
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wUch «lie hibd vritteii an msGription. Repre* 
fteat to yourtelC Bnv two of your fingers inter- 
Woven> for the puirpoae of writing sooae wOittu 
It is easy to imagine^ that these words may 
convey a meaning whilst your fingers are W9 
united, but that meamng must cease the mo- 
ment they are separated. This is exactly the 
case with these two parts of the roll of parch* 
meat. If I may «o express myself, the One it 
the soul of the Othn*. Being united, you may 
easily read wdrds> clear in expression and 
tueaning ; but divided, you can only make out 
0ome words and some half words, which con- 
vey no intelligence whatever. I have one of 
these two parchments in my possession, and 
when the person comes, who is to claim Con* 
staiice, he or she ivill bring me the other parchr 
ment to correspond. This is the plan we 
agreed upon, or rather the demonstration 
which the lady laid down for our guidance^ 
when Constance should be claimed. 

The lady, added Sevillan, was not contented 
with the present which she had already made 
to my wife; she gave her, in addition, five 
hundred golden crowns. She promised to 
recall her infant i^t the end of two years ; but 
she told us, that if by any accident she should 
be prevented from putting her design into ex** 
ectttion, at the ^pointed time, she be^ed and 
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titeeated, that we would brii^ up her tSuld (m 
t fiiinple villager, alid never, on any account, 
Ubfm her of her birfli; and, withal> to rest 
ssured, that she should not be left without 
ft yeiy handsome remtmeration. I have ter^ 
important reasons, said she, on quitting us, fo^ 
■ot revealing my name to you ; but you may 
kam it some day or other, and you shall never 
bve reason to repent the services you have 
li^eady so kindly rendered m6, by faithfully 
pteserving the precious deposit I now entrust 
to you. She embraced my wife, and melted 
iltto tears ; she left us full of confidence and 
idmiration, and so very much affected that we 

^ could not restrain our tears; we never felt 

^"^ severer distress in our lives. 

Constance was nursed in the village for two 

Jtan : at the end of that time I brought her 

•^ llMBe,and have kept her, ever since, constiEtntly 

" iMk me, in the dress of a villager, as her mo* 

ftcr particularly enjoined. Fifteen years have 

jnssed, and I have daily expected she would 

** be claimed ; but the length of time which has 

dapied, compelled me to begin to lose all hope 

" . rf it My determinations, however, are formed. 

. I have resolved to adopt Constance, and to 

^* give her all the wealth I possess, which is 

*^ considerable. I must also add, s\t, lVi%.t 

ttUB jormg woman possesses all the good qiiar 

£ 2 
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lities which could possibly be ivished for ina 
child of our own. She knows how to read and 
to write; she thoroughly understands all, sorts 
of needle-work; she sings admirably; biit» 
what is of much ^eater importance^ she has 
a great deal of real piety and virtue; aad» I 
can safely say, that she is wholly without any 
of those disagreeable failings which generally 
belong to young persons, whom heaven has 
blessed with a tolerable share of beauty. Don 
Pedro, your son, you may rely on it,, has never 
spoken to her in his life. It is very true, be 
serenades her with good music, very often ; but 
9he has never even listened to it. Many gen- 
tlemen, of the first rank, have remained in q^ 
house, for several days together, solely for the 
purpose of looking at her, but not one of them 
can boast of ever having spoken a single word | 
to her. This, sir, is the real history of this J 
illustrious servant-maid, to whom I give this j 
name, because it is the name which all the i 
world give her ; but she is not considered in g 
the light of a servant in my house. 

The corregidor was transfixed with surprise 
at the extraordinary things which the host re- 
lated, and remained for some time in profound 
silence, after the host had ceased to speak; a^^_ 
length, recovering himself, he ordered Sevillan 
to go instantly, and ^eek for the chain ^d tibte^ 
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pirchment, which Sevillan did^ and produced 
them without delay. The chain was of the 
richest workmanship, and the corregidor de- 
daredy that the roll of parchment exactly an- 
•wered the description which SeviUan had 
grren. The corregidor retained the parchment, 
but returned the chain into the charge of the 
host, and then retired, with the declared inten- 
tion, of engaging a more honourable asylum for 
Constance, or to place her under the care of 
a nun, one of his relations, for the purpose of 
faiithing her education. 

Whilst all this was passing in the awful 
presence of the judge, Thomas, as may be ea- 
sily imagined, was in the extreme of severe agi- 
tation and fretful discomfiture ; but, when he 
saw the corregidor depart, and that Constance 
remained in the hotel, he began to recover him- 
idf a little, although, ignorant as he was of the 
intentions of the judge, he passed a sleepless 
and sorrowful night, during which, the least 
miserable of his reflections was, that the corre- 
gidor would shut up Constance in a convent, in 
Older to remove her from the sight of his son, 
and that he should never again hear more of 
this charming young woman, of whom he was 
so desperately enamoured. 

The day following, about one o'c\oc^» ^wa 

E 3 
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men oa horseback, and two servants on foot, 
arrived at the hotel ; they preceded two old 
knights^whom they assisted in dismounting fixuE 
their horses, thereby evincing, that these two olA 
gentlemen were the masters. • Constance made 
Ijier appearance before these two guests, witibi 
her wonted brilliancy ; and the beauty of. thi» 
young woman made so strong an impression oft 
one of the knights, €is to produce this involiuih 
taxy observation — '* I believe,, Don J.uan» wet 
have already discovered the object of our pur-. 
suit/^ Thomas, who hastened as usual inr hift 
department, to take charge of the horses to lead 
Ihem to the stable, instantly recognized one of 
the servants of his father ; a moment after, he 
saw his &ther himself, and found that his con»- 
panion was the father of his friend Cajriasse.. 
Thomas, thus thunderstruck, no longer doubted 
that information had been surreptitiously con<* 
veyed to Toledo of his secret residence ; butr 
not daring to present himself in the coarse garb 
in which he then was, he passed before them 
all with his hand before his face, and, in hia 
way to the stables, endeavoured to speak to 
Constance, who, by chance, was alone. I have 
but one word to say to you, unfeeling Con* 
stance! condescend to hear me for one mo* 
ment, said Thomas, greatly distressed and 
perplexed. One of these venerable knights just 
lUnVed here is my fiebther, Don Juan d' Aven* 
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dagne; enquire amongst bis stiite,. 'wkeib^ 
ikat 18 not his narne^ and whether he has i^tf 
a son called Don Thomas ? It is ef^ay for yoi) 
BOW to ascertain^ whether I hs?e hitherto ad?^ 
vanced any word which is net fihtrictly true. 
With respect to the offer which I have alreac^ 
made to you, of my hand and my heavt« I s^gain 
lepeat it, and pray you to be perfectly per-i 
•■aded, that I haye not made any offer which 
I am not in a condition, and quite r^ady to 
fulfil. Constance made no answer; wd had 
•he attempted to speak, Thomas would not 
lunre heard her, for he hastily p^^d oq ia 
•eaich of Carriasse, as he felt it was necessary 
he should be fully instructed about eyevy thing 
Aat had passed ; and quit^ prepared to meet 
the unexpected event. 

One of the knights, during thi^ lime, drew 
OaUiegue aside, from whom he demanded, the 
name of the young woman whom he had seen; 
and whether she was one of the daughters or 
relatives of the host? The young woman is 
called Comtance, replied Galliegue; she is nei- 
ther the relative of the host, nor of the hostess, 
and you would embarrass me greatly, if you 
expected me to inform you who she is. These 
are sacred mysteries, both to me and to every 
other person in the house. All that I can. «a.^ 
to jQu, m, JM, that as you will find, a\i^ 'w^sl 



80 VKSGOUHBi TBft 

bom highly gifted, no person ^omsoeyer en^ 
ten thrae doora without asking, the very fini 
thing, the sune information which you demand, 
and who are not, one and all, equally and alike 
daided with her beauty ; she is the only one in 
the house to whom they address an obliging' 
speech; for, as to all the rest of us poor unhap' 
py women, they do not say a single word that 
can excite in vus the smallest pleasure. From 
this account, I suppose, said the gentleman, 
she plays a fine game with all who approaiA 
h«r. F^th, said GaUi^ue, few can boast of 
having approached her ; that is not her fiulmg j 
if she would only permit them to address her^ 
she might long i^ have made her fortune a 
hundred times over, and have been surrounded 
with gold ; but she flies from men, as if they 
were all excommunicated; she is, the whole 
day through, shut up in hei" chamber, either 
engi^ed in prayer, or at some embroideiry or 
other choice work; I have never beheld a 
young woman of such a remarkable recluse dis- 
position. It is certainly very necessary that 
women should act prudently, but, candidly 
speaking, she is a great deal too reserved. Men 
are not so rash as they are deceitful, and I have 
always heard it said, that men were designed to 
be the companions of women, and that women 
were meant to be the companions of men ; I am 
as rigid afi ahy other woman, but, I wqu14 not 
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tfhsavage myself, if all the men in the world 
should address me, provided they addressed me 
with one half of the civility and respeet with 
which they approach her. 

This knight was delighted with the history 
given by this — prejudiced— servant, and, the 
more so, as it was given in a very artless and 
simple manner. He immediately turned to the 
host, and, without even waiting to have his spurs 
removed, withdrew with him into a private 
<^amber. I am come, said he to the host, to 
redeem a pledge belonging to me, which has 
been in your possession many years ; but, to 
ntisfy you, that I am not come under fsUse 
odours, I bring with me a roll of parchment, 
mud five or six links of a chain of gold, which 
yon will, no doubt, immediately recollect; and 
I must add to this, moreover, that I have 
a thousand crowns to present to you, as a token 
of my gratitude. The happy pledge which you 
demand, sir, is here, said the host; and I have 
the chain to which those links. belong: but, I 
have not the roll of parchment entrusted to me 
with this precious deposit, whom we have so long 
fiuthfully guarded and religiously protected, 
but, added he, have a very little patience, and 
I will render you an account of the whole. The 
host immediately left the room, and went to the 
house of the corregidor, to inform \ikm> ^^x* ^ 
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last, pereonB were come to claim Coostaflfia« 
The corregidor, just risen from his dinner taUe» 
momited Ids hone without delay, and taking 
with him the roll of parchment, which he ha4 
received the day before, carried it with him to 
SenUan's hoteL "Die moment he saw I>on 
Juan d'Avendagne, he flew to him widi op^ 
arms, exckiming, oh! my dear cousin! k it 
you iSiat i behold? Yes, said Don Juan, it is 
me; I am Tery haippy to see you, and will enb* 
plain to yoQ die cause which brings me here: 
then embracing him a second time, IXon JuaQ 
took him by the hand, and led him into an 
adjoining room, to his fellow trayeller. Th# 
corregidor was still more astonished on seemg 
Don Diego Carriasse, one of his oldest friendi 
and acquaintance: their civilities were reoi{»K>f 
cally repeated, and having tenderly en^J^Hre^cied 
each other, they 'called in Sevillan, who ha4 
returned with the chain, and locked the dooi:, 
I already know, in a great measure, -the busine^a 
which, brings you ?to this place, said the •<Hur- 
regidor, to the two Jsnights, and I e«pect^ addfid 
he, that the development will jiot excite loap 
wonder than I have already 'experienced ihni^ 
<the history which I have .unexpectedly ;leanp(^ 
of this illustrious young woman, although J hst^ 
learnt that history but very timperfeotLy. !£xr 
hibit the chain which you possess, said .the 
Judge' to the host. I have the parchment ivihicii 
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yeu eplru^^d tq lUbe yesterday, and, of whicb, 
I wiljiii^y und^r^pk tbe p^t, to sepujre ijt 
^gaiiiflt being ij^laid* I^^piediately the ch^ki 
Wdthe roll of p^chmen^ yfere both laic) nffQn 
the table. Ifi regard to myself, sai^ Pop Diegp^ 
I have in my possesion, th^ jiink^ wl^ch are 
wanting to complete that cfaain^ said a ^oU of 
parchment exsucdy corresponding "Vjrith the one 
I see, which I ynil pfpduoe. Npw it will soon 
be clear, beyond do^bt, whether the young 
woman whoip we have ^eady beheld, be the 
same whom we are coxne to claim; the question 
was soon decided, the Hnks of the chain if ere of 
the same skilful workmanship, of the same 
materials, and of the san^e form as the rest of 
the cl^in. And, 9s tp the parc^jent, the twp 
folk were no sooner conjointly interwoYien, the 
ope with the oth,er,ihan th^ey distinctly exhibitied 
tlia following inscription : — 

Constance will be Jmawn by this motto. 

There can be no doubt that the lady here is 
the same Constance of whom you are in seaf ch^ 
■aid the ^ve corregidor to the two knigt^ts, 
apd it only remains to be discovered, who are 
her parents. I am her father, said Don Diego; 
ber piother is no longer in existence: it is 
enough that you should know, her mother was, 
by her virtues, as well as by her birth, a person 
of the higheiit diiftinction; yqu wVil Yl^v^ ^&*^ 

e6 
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ciilfy In bdieying, that, although she was 
my wife, her conduct was always most con 
heaven knows, that her whole life was perfc 
irreproachable! I have very strong reasoni 
being silent with respect to Her name, and 
are no less so for her justification. I den 
pardon at the shrine of your ashes, illusti 
mother of Constance! said Don Diego, 
a profound sigh ; I rendered you the mosi 
fortunate person of your rank, and of your 
Bon Diego de Carriasse remained silent 
a considerable time after this explanation 
was, evidently, most deeply and sorrow 
affected; but the prospect of recovering < 
stance' rallied his generous spirits. This 1 
continued he, was married to a knight of 
great merit, and of one of the first familii 
Spain; but she, unhappily, became a wi 
very shortly after her marriage. Upon 
death of her husband, she resolved to>etire 
the country, meanii^ to spend the remai 
of her days in calm retirement. I knev 
well; and, one day, when I was out hun 
I found myself so near her house, that I d 
mined to pay my respects to her. It was 
ing the excessive heat of summer, and a 
two o'clock in the afiiemoon, when I rea 
her house. I left my horse in chaise of oi 
my servants, and entered her palace alone 
tiia bouse, from its grandeur and magniific 
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ouglit JBO to be called. I was greatly siirprized, 
not to see any person^ either about the court- 
yard, or in any of the first suite of apartments. 
I entered a large sitting room ; still not findmg 
anybody^ I proceeded forward to a very pretty 
neat room, which I found open, where the 
lady was sleeping upon an easy couch: finally, 
I surprized and overcame her. When she came 
to herself, she was so oyerwhelmed with vex- 
ation and distress, as in truth to be divested of 
the power of speech ; and I felt myself so con- 
founded by the crime which I had, tboi^ht- 
lessly and rashly, committed, that I have 
severely reproached myself ever since: but the 
crime committed, it was remediless ; and, you 
may easily conclude, that I did not stay long in 
her apartment, and hastily retreating, I avoided 
the storm which must have followed her reco- 
very from surprize, and the reproaches which 
I richly deserved from her resentment of my 
unwortliy conduct. I precipitately retraced my 
steps out of the house, without yet meeting 
a single person, and proceeded to the dwelling 
of one of my fiiends residing within two leagues 
of her palace. The lady subsequently quitted 
that palace for a distant one in another part of 
the country; and two years afterwards, I learnt 
she was dead. About a month since, added 
Don Diego, a steward, who had lived in her 
service, wrote to me to say, that \sa \^^ %^\S3A. 
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busineas of the utmost importance to preveal( 
and that my honor as well a3 my advantage rer 
quired that I should not neglect instantly to 
leam it, informing me, at the same time, that 
he was not in a condition to travel to me, qt he 
otherwise would, as the communication wa9 
most pressingly urgent. I flew to him, and 
found him already stretched on the bed of sick- 
ness, quite given up by his physicians. This 
stewaid narrated to me, in concise terms, that 
this unf(»rtunate lady, when dying, had revealed 
4;o him my treachery; and that, to hide hermisr 
fortune, she had assumed the habit of a pilgrim, 
under pretence of making a pilgrimage to the 
church of our Lady of Guadaloupe; and that, 
finally, she had left a daughter at the very house 
in which we are now assembled, named Conr 
«tance; at the same time he delivered into my 
hajods the roll of paxchment, and the links of 
the chain which you see; and also, a casket> in 
which I £)und thirty thousand golden crowns, 
with a paper, written with her own hand, declar- 
.ing, that de had reserved the money as a por^- 
tio^ for this her daughter. The reason of my not 
having delivered this casket to you before, said 
*he steward, in a dying voice, was, that the 
zoagnltude of the sum was too strong a temp-, 
tation to vnthstaAd ; but, induced to a con^* 
tion, threatening shortly to require me to ren- 
der an aA:^couut to my God, I am lesolved to 
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discharge my couscience«^ and tP ftvert th^.^ 
greater severity gxf diYiii^ yengeaaof. Ijfii 
to you, then, whiLt belonga to jon^ ap^li 
same time, e^aUe ypu to ^4S|un tfie givefitfa^ 
possible treasure, iji |t daii|^itar, whpip yon 
never knew you possesaed, and who has all 
the perfection and virtue of her mother. I ought, 
moreover, to disclose further, thjat I have made 
three several joumies to Toledo, where, with-!- 
out being known, I have always seen her, and 
been enchanted by her virtues and her beauty, 
which are certainly very extraordinary. 

Don Diego had scarcely finished his narra- 
tive, when their attention was attracted by a 
violent uproar at the street door with shouts of 
" Let Hunnas Pedro know that they are dragging 
hi$ friend Asturiano to prison" Tjbie indignant 
corr^idor, hearing mention of the prison of 
his jurisdiction, gave immediate orders, that 
they should instantly bring in both the prisoner 
and the Serjeants who conducted him. The 
Serjeants obeyed, and brought Asturiano into 
the house, with his face nearly covered with 
blood. The moment Asturiano entered the 
room in which were assembled the corregi- 
dor and the two knights, he recognized his fa- 
ther, and Don Juan d'Avendagne; his surprize 
was so great, he was so terribly distressed, con- 
fused, and disconcerted, that hia ^mon ^q\)IA 
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baTe been more agreeable to him than the 
si^S^^f a iather, who he felt must be highly 
irritated against him, and before whom he 
would not have'^KKd^to appear in the condi- 
tion in which he then ¥ras ; he endeavoured to 
conceal his fiice with his handkerchief, under 
pretence of stopping the blood which trickled 
down : but it was hardly possible for him to 
escape the discernment of the two knights, 
whose attention vras rivetted by his superior 
air and manners. The corregidor, who re- 
quired to know the cause of the disturbance, 
demanded, what crime this young man had 
committed, to have occasioned so much' ill 
treatment? One of the Serjeants informed 
him, that he was a water-carrier, called Astu- 
riano, after whom the children cried in the 
streets* " behold! the hero of the ass's tail,;' he 
then gave them a concise account of what this 
water-carrier had done, after he had lost at 
play the four quarters of his ass, which occa- 
sioned the two knights and the corregidor to 
laugh most heartily at the humorous story. 
The Serjeant afterwards related, that as Astu- 
riano \^*as going out at the gate of Alcantara, 
the children who followed him having redou- 
bled their hootings, he dismoxmted from his 
asft« and struck one of them so violently as 
ne«rlY to kill him ; and that, in endeavouring 
resolutely to defend himself, when seized, he 
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had received several Uonni cm iflMi ftuM, ubioh, 
although apparently tavend wiik Uood» 'it 
was only the effect of wonn^dropB wladi had 
fallen from his nose. The'edmgidcMr aidenl 
Asturiano to uncover Us fius8r ^t, as he ob^ 
jected to it, one of the seijeants snatched away 
the handkerchief, and Don Diego instantly 
discovered his long missing son. It is hardly 
possible to conceive the astonishment of his 
father ; the joy which the old gentleman felt 
on beholding his son was amply expressed in 
his eyes, but that joy was greatly diminished 
on observing the sorry garb which he wore, 
bearing every appearance of distress and mi- 
sery. You disgrace me, my son, said Don 
Diego, with extreme severity. You dishonor 
your family by such unworthy conduct. Astu- 
riano did not wait to let his father finish his 
too just reproaches ; he threw himself at his 
feet, with tears in his eyes, and, embracing his 
father's knees, entreated pardon, and implored 
him to forget all his youthful frolicks. They 
will certainly be forgiven, said Don Juan 
d'Avendagne ; but, tell me first, what is be- 
come of my son Thomas. Don Thomas d'Aven- 
dagne is here, said Asturiano ; it is he who has 
had the charge of distributing oats to the 
horses of travellers who put up at this hotel ; 
forgive his metamorphoses as well as mine; 
love alone has thus tranafonn^d \ja, 'mAVcl^^n. 
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ypn are ioflliMil to hMr it, we will relate the 
whoie-of qjp hinfHiy^t The corregidor was all 
tmazement^ and'cii^ win anxious to see Don 
Thomas d'Afwmkfgtmjhe directed the host to 
bring him inj ~ Qe«wJK>t^at first, to be found ; 
but, search hmmgwmie, Aef learnt that he had 
concealed himself in his own apartment, when 
he returned without finding Asturiano. The 
host went himself to call him, but he refused, 
and would not have come down, had not the 
corregidor gone into the yard, and most kindly 
invited him, saying, come down, my dear cou^ 
ain, Don Thomas d'Avendagne; you may 
safely do so, you have nothing to fear. D'Aven* 
dagne then descended with downcast eyes, and 
threw himself at the feet of his father, who em-r 
braced him with very great affection. The 
corregidor now went himself to fetch Con? 
stance, and leading her by the hand, presented 
her to her father. This is your daughter, said 
he to Don Diego Carriasse ; and then turning 
to Constance, this venerable knight is your 
father ! and, be grateful to heaven, both of you, 
for this miraculous discovery. Constance, who 
knew not what to think, threw herself on her 
knees before her father, trembling and in tears. 
Don Diego could not help being sensibly affects 
ed ; and raising his daughter, I recognise ^ou 
equally, said he, by your beauty and by your 
extreme modesty, and if I shed tears on em* 
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bntcdngyou, they are teajra of real joy. Shortly 
afterwaids there came two oarn^gee, {pr which 
the corregidor had sent. It shall he to my 
house, if yoQ have no objection^ $aid he, ad- 
dressing them all, that we will now acyonm thi^ 
Anther discussion of these extraordinary dia^ 
coveries. The two chevaliers strongly objected* 
but were Orvercome by the c^amest solicitationa 
of the corregidor, who concluded the evening 
with a most splendid entertainmeiM^; even th^ 
hostess, who could not separate herself from 
her dear Constance, was of the party. Afteir 
snpper, Carriasse narrated, very circumstan-^ 
tially, and very agreeably, every thing that had 
occurred to them since they quitted their tutor* 
and, finally, expatiating on the subject of Con** 
'stance, he told them, Don Thomas was so des-> 
perately enamoured of her, that, with a view to 
endeavour to gain her affections, he had volun- 
tarily entered into the service of Sevillan at 
his hotel. As to himself, he had turned water- 
carrier, to employ himself while he watched the 
issue of the very doubtful enterprize of his 
friend. He related many other things, which 
were listened to with delight. As it would not 
have been decent for Carriasse and Avendagne, 
under this development, to make their appear- 
ance the next morning in their present dresses, 
tailors were engaged to work through the 
whole night to prepare proper cloVki^^. Ka V^ 
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the beautiM Constance^ the wife of the corre" 
gidor furnished her with a suit from the ward- 
robe of their only daughter, nearly of her own 
age and size. The son of the corregidor now 
sorrowfully found, from all the circumstances 
related by Carriasse, that he must relinquish 
all hopes of Constance ; and Don Pedro would 
not undeceive him ; for, on the same evening, it 
was finally arranged and decided, that he 
should marry the daughter of Don Juan 
d'Avendagne; that Carriasse should be united 
to the daughter of the corregidor ; and that 
Don Thomas should espouse the charming 
Constance, who no longer rejected his prayen, 
or arraigned them as superstitioiis. The re- 
joicings were kept up for a month, and these 
family alliances were celebrated at Burgos 
with the most memorable splendour^ 
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EVERY traveller knows, that just beyond 
the gate, which opens uito the fields from 
the town of Valladolid, there is an hospital 
called, *' The Hospital cf the Resurrection.*' 
One day apoldier^was seen coming out of this 
hospital, wno, by the excessive paleness of his 
countenance, and by the manifest weakness of 
his limbs, which obliged him to support him- 
self by his sword, evidently appeared to all 
those who saw him, to be in the last stage of 
rapid consumption ; and in this conjecture they 
were con&med, because, although the weather 
was not very warm, he was nearly fainting from 
the fatigue of the exercise: to such an exhaust^ 
ed and enfeebled condition was he reduced, 
that he tottered under every step. He had 
scarcely entered the gate of the city, when he 
was accpsted by an old friend; this friend was 
jPeraltev the licentate, who had not seen him 
tor the last six months. This friend, who had 
great diflBiculty in recollecting him, approached 
him, uttering an exclamation of astonishn^t, 
as if he had seen a ghost. What is all d^s, 
my dear V;Jampusano? U \t ^o%?SAfc» ^^ 



94 THE BECSITVUL MARRIAGE. 

I leallj see you in this country? I believed 
that yon were in Flanders^ in perfect health; 
and I find yon here, pale, emaciated, disfigured 
and ghastly as a corpse! Yes, answered Cam- 
pusano, I am, indeed* here, and brought here 
by my own confounded folly. All I can tell 
yon at present is, that I am just come out of this 
hospitad, where I haxe been confined for a great 
length of time, in search of relief, in a dreadfal 
state of ill heallli, brought upon me by the con* 
duct of a woman, whom I married many months 
ago. Yon are married then? said Piralte. 
Tliat is but too true, and that is the malignant 
source firom whence have proceeded all the ex- 
traordinary distresses and dreadful mischiefs 
I have undergone, and am still suffering. It is 
impossible I can relate to you, with a dolefiil 
air, continued he, the excruciating torments and 
dismal miseries which I have endured, and the 
fiightful melamjioly into which my cruel and 
sad destiny has, until now, involved me. But, 
pardon me, my dear Petalte, in pain and diffi- 
culty as you see me, if I decline any further 
conversation with you^ in the street; another 
day, I will, with great pleasmfe, and better con- 
venience, both to you and to me, fully relate to 
you my sorrowful adventures, perfaaps^emos| 
sii^|dar and the straiagest^ of which you have 
eveHieard spokeii, in the whole course of your 
liU. I tffaall npt part with you so easily, returns 
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ed £he licentiate; and, ifyouhavenoobjeistiion^ 
we will adjourn together to my house, ^tnd tdt^ 
some refreshment. I apprize you beforehltnd, 
that you will not fare yery sumptuously; but 
this can be no disappointment to you, long as 
you have been accustomed to perform penance. 
We will augment the dinner, and replenish our 
draughts: we will have a pluml>pudding in ad- 
dition, and some other little things. The best 
dish you will have, will be one which I give you 
most cordially and freely — a most heiuty and 
sincere welcome; and I entreat you, not to re- 
fuse me. Campusano thankfully accepted the 
invitation. They turned into the church of 
St. Lawrence, to perform their devotions; and, 
from thence, went to the house of Peralte, who 
treated our soldier with all the hospitality and 
politeness he had promised. He shewed him 
a thousand little amiable acts of friendship and 
kindness, in which he testified, the strength of 
a long and sincere attachment; he ofiered him 
his purse, and every other accommodaflbn and 
future service, in his power. After a comfort- 
able repast, and some excellent old wine, 
becoming the local influence of a licentiate, 
he requested Campusano to favor him with the 
promised narrative of his adventures. Cam- 
pusano, wiAout waiting the ceremony of a 
second request, commenced his narrative as 
f(41ows: — 
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Toil ttndoQbtodly ranember, Piralte^ that, 
dung my raodence in Uiis city, I was the 
inliMitf fiiend of captain|Doii Pedro de Her- 
Mnitt^^v semng with the army in Flanders. 
I TOOoUect it perfectly well, said JPeralte. One 
day» continaed Campusano, just. as we had 
finished our dinner, in a house in which we both 
lodged* we saw two very fine looking women 
enter die house, followed by two servants. 
One of these wtHnen addressed herself to the 
ciplMi>, both leaning against the window; the 
other, seated herself on a chair close to me; 
but, her &ce was so completely corered, that 
it was impossible to see it. I earnestly en- 
treated her to uncover her pretty face, but I 
never could obtain this favor; and I confess* 
that this encreased my curiosity. Our wishes 
are never so anxious, or more uncontroulable, 
than when the mind is devoted, or falsely 
allured to the possession of that which is for- 
bidden and unattainable. This is a weakness 
inseparable from the human race, in all. coun- 
tries, and aU ages, and as ancient as the world 
itself. What further augmented my anxiety 
was, that, whether by chance, or by design, she 
exhibited a very handsome white hand, on 
whicb shone, resplendently, some very beauti- 
ful rings. At th0,t time I was remarkably clean, 
and well dressed; my habit was magnifi^nt; 
the plume in my hat was beautiful; and I had 
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on that costly gold chain^ which you have often 
seen me wear : I believed myself very hand- 
some; quite the thing! and imagined, that erery 
woman who saw me, must really die of love for 
me. Of this I felt not the shadow of a doubt : 
foil of this very excellent and just opmion of 
myself, I pressed, and importuned still more 
earnestly, to behold my fair one's &ce; but, all 
my solicitations were fruitless. Do not urge 
this request any further, said she, in a very 
natural and obliging tone; pray spare me: we 
are at present perfect strangers: I have a house 
and establishment: let one of your people fol- 
low me, to ascertain where it is ; then come 
yourself, and pay me a visit; I shall be very 
happy in the honor of receiving you ; and when 
we -are better acquainted, you will be able to 
judge whether I shall suit you; and I, on my 
part, shall be able to determine, whether your 
good qualities and your virtues correspond with 
the promise of your external appearance. I 
thanked her with a becoming grace, which 
I had not previously dared to hope I possessed, 
accompanied by a thousand protestations, 
which she answered in very polite and pleasant 
terms, and in the most obliging manner ima- 
ginable. These two women at length took 
their leave, and I ordered a servant to follow 
them according to recommendation. As soon 
as they were gone, captain Heneta VAA. xaa, 
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that the lady, with whom he was in conversar 
tipn, came to request the favour of him to take 
charge of a letter to an officer, a relation of her's, 
in Flanders; but as for the other, he had not 
the honor -of her acquaintance. . This induced 
me to suspect Bome latent mystery. Be that as 
it may, I could not divest myself of the attach* 
ment which I had formed to this fair incog- 
nito, insomuch, that I even fancied she had 
visited me for the express purpose of inviting 
me to her house. Her tone of voice, her polite 
manners, her graceful figure, her elegant lan- 
guage, hniy above all, the exquisite delicacy of 
her small white hand, altogether perfectly en^ 
chanted me, and I very impatiently sighed for 
the happy moment, when she was to receive 
me, to converse with me alone. That how at 
length came ; so early as the next morning I was 
conducted to her house by the servant who had 
followed her. I was received with much ap- 
pearance of affection; in the very manner I 
could have desired. The house was very hand* 
somely furnished, and the lady appeared to be 
y about the age of thirty. I instantly recognized 
her, not only by the enchanting tone of her 
voice, and the exquisite beauty of her hand, but, 
by her dress, which was precisely the same, 
with all its ornaments tastefully displayed, as 
on the former day. She was not extremely 
beautiful, but sufficiently so to excite admiration 
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Ind attachment She caressed herself well in 
conreroation, and gracefully: never was a more 
delightful assemblage of agreeable qualities; 
never a finer or handsomer exterior. I had 
A very long conversation with her; she dexter- 
ously asked me a great many questions^ and 
omitted no means of obtainiii^ full information 
respecting me ; and, amongst other things, in an 
indirect covered manner, very particidarly of 
what property I was possessed, and, in what 
that property consisted. To render myself the. 
more acceptable, I calculated my wealth upon 
a very large scale, a great deal larger than 
I was justified in doing, as to what I really pos- 
sessed ; nay, I even pledged myself for a moun- 
tain of gold, and exhausted myself in corres- 
ponding protestations and promises ; nor could 
I do less, determined as I was not to suffer the 
escape of this excellent opportimity of render- 
ing myself happy for life. Every one must 
use such means as will best secure his end. 
I began to suspect, however, that she knew 
more of my history than I imagined, and I was, 
in fact, soon convinced of it. She told me, 
assuming a very reserved and modest air, that 
the language I held, with all its implied affec- 
tion, could not influence her feelings and sen- 
timents in the slightest manner, and she openly 
advised me to addsess myself to some person 
of more susceptibility, and leaa ex^«new^ 
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than herself. All this I hare since found was* 
pure hypocricyji but, at the time, it mortified^ 
me and enraged my yery soul, as I could not' 
help belieying, that she spoke very sincerely, 
and imagined I was too great and rich a chief 
for her to dare to aspire to me. We remained' 
exactly on this footing for four successive' 
days, and I was much embarrassed, and did 
not know what to think of it. Her house 
was always open to me, I constantly found her 
alone, with her women senrants, employed in 
useful and ornamental little works, and I never 
saw any face during these my visits, which 
could lead me to entertain the smallest suspi- 
cions of the correctness of her conduct. I never 
perceived any thing in her behaviour, that did 
not correspond with a good education; in 
a word, the more I saw of her, the more I was 
enchanted with her person, and the manner 
with which she spoke and conducted herself 
towards me. The affair, however, while on this 
footing, did not suit my impatience, and it was 
necessary that I should have a perfect clear 
eclfdrcissement. At th^ end of these four 
days, I tpld her th^t I must retire ; that I Jnmst 
retire^ and follow your advice, charming JBsg^ 
phama^jfor so was she called, or, I must know, 
ffis veiy day, whether I have any place in your 
affections, and may flatter myself with one day 
being rmited to you. I address you, peAi^ps* 



rather too cUctatorially^ added I,, for which 
I ask a thousand pardons, but, I am most im- 
patient to leani> and must know, whether I am 
to be the most happy, or the most miserable 
of men. 

The well practised Estaphania, who, 1 am 
now well assured, was rejoiced to be thus 
pressed and importuned, nevertheless feigned 
to be exceedingly surprized at-what I said to 
.her, pretended to blush, and appeared for some 
time much confused, as if at a loss how, and 
what to answer. But, she suddenly exclaimed, 
since it is your urgent desire I should explain 
myself, I will do so, and speak to you openly 
and unreservedly. Since I am satisfied that 
you have no design to deceive me, neither will 
I deceive you ; you shall judge from my can- 
dour and simplicity. If I told you that I was 
a perfect saint, I should belie myself, said she, 
casting down her eyes ; I have had my predilec- 
tions, and I continue them still, but, they do 
not affect character, they have not injured me ; 
so true is this, that I still hold up my head in 
credit and a£9iuence, as you behold. In this 
world, it depends entirely upon the manner 
of doing things, whether they shall produce 
discredit After this avowal, which I was re- 
solved to make, that you might have nothing 
wherewith to reproach either youx«e\£ oi \Dk^ 
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hereafter^ I tell jou, that I have no inheritance 
in property, either from my father or mother, oi 
any relation ; and every thing I have is now 
in this house, worth between three or fow 
thousand crowns. You see it ; this furniture ic 
all good, and well assorted, on which you maj 
raise the money this night or to-morrow ; it if 
only formally necessary to expose it- to public 
sale. With this wealth, trifling as it is, addec 
Estaphania, I expect to obtain a good husband 
whom I will obey and strive to please. I-wil 
renounce all the pleasures in the world to de 
vote myself to the study of my husband's 
wishes. I will exclusively study his interests 
1 will love him from the purest principle o: 
duty as well as virtue; and leave nothing un- 
tried to render him as happy as I hope to be 
myself; that heaven, who knows my good 
intentions, may allot me an honorable and suit- 
able partner. Whatever I may ap^ar to you 
I am capable of doing every thing, and do sc 
whenever necessary; it is not always my se^ 
vants who perform the cooking ; I very often 
attend to it entirely myself, and I venture to 
say, I thoroughly understand it. This linen, 
said she, shewing me some handkerchiefs, 
table cloths, and other household articles, has 
been manufactured with my own fingers ; there 
is hardly any work of which I have not some 
knowledge^ and in which I do. not take delight ; 



TBB DECEITFUL MAHtHlAOE. IO3 

but my. greatest merits on which I iralu» myself 
the most, is, that I am steady in my puTsuits, 
not given to change or contradiction^ nor to 
scold my servants ; and that, wherever I place 
my affection, I place it sincerely and unalter- 
ably. After what I have told you, if you still 
wish to espouse me, it must rest entirely with 
yourself; I will not subjiBct myself to any in- 
termeddler. You have told me a thousand 
times to-^iay, that I suit your taste> and. on my 
part, I confess I am very w^ll pleased with 
you ; let us then be our own mediators. 

I acknowledge, Piralte^ said Campusano, 
sighing, that I allowed myself to be dazzled 
and too easily overcome by the discourse of 
Hub enchantr^s ; really as imprudent as I felt 
myself wise, I rashly fell into the snare which 
the spread for me. Delighted^with her con- *, 
versation, and, in idea^ already possessing in 
moneyi the valuable and rich furniture I saw, 
which I believed to be intrinsieally worth 
a great deal more than the sum she stated, 
I threw myself on my knees, without the least 
reflection, and taking her hands between mine, 
I kissed them a thousand and a thousand times. 
I told her in a transport of joy, the husband 
whom you have so long sought you have now 
found, fair Estaphania, and I bless my fate for 
not hiKving allowed me, till t\i\% iyiotci&\i\^ V^ 
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ims^ine I could meet with so much happiness 
as the being beloved by you. I told her, also, 
that, besides the golden chain which I wore, 
and some other valuables, I had, at the least, 
three thousand ducats, which, added to those 
in her possession, would form a provision more 
than sufficient to enable us to retire to a small 
town where I was bom, where I possessed 
a little inheritance ; that there she would be 
retired, and -freed from the vicissitudes aad 
troubles of the world, and I from the perilous 
chances of war, which had already began to 
disgust me, because, in the army, they never 
acknowledged or knew how to appretiate and 
reward merit, and allowed base and gOrdiJ 
interest to prevail and drive real merit to the 
wall ; in short, I assured her, that we could 
not meet with a more delightful and honorable 
retreat. Estaphania readily acquiesced in all 
I proposed, and, from this moment, we had 
nothing to think about but to celebrate our 
marriage. This was a point soon accomplished, 
as the parties were all perfectly agreed. We 
had our banns published, no one appeared to 
forbid them, and as soon as the publication 
was complete, we were married. I had two 
friends at the ceremony, and my bride had 
a relation present, at least some person whom 
she called a relation. I can safely say, I never 
felt more happy than on this occasion, but I did 



not foresee^ that there is no perfect happiness 
in the worlds and that this woman^ under the 
false exterior which had delusively captivated 
my understandings was studiously preparing 
troubles and grievances which have reduced 
me to the miserable wretched condition ip 
which you find me so sorely involved. As 
soon as we. were married^ I ordered my servant 
to carry every thing that I possessed^ to the 
dwelling-house of Estaphania^ which was very 
easily and soon done. In her presence I locked 
up my valuable gold chain in a small trunks 
and let her see three or four other valuables, 
which^ though they had not all the appearance 
of being equally rich, and of considerable 
price, were of exquisite workmanship. I also 
exhibited to her three or four beautifol military 
sashes of different sorts, my rich plumes, and 
different dresses ; in short, I exposed the whole 
of my wardrobe ; and, ostentatiously, put into 
her hands,/or present use, the trifling advance of , 
seven or eight hundred reals, which, to be can- 
did, was all that I possessed. We passed the first 
seven or eight days with all possible harmony, 
not the least misunderstanding, no, not a word 
of difference. I walked upon turkey carpets ; 
I slept in the finest hoUand sheets; I was 
illumined by none but silver candlesticks; 
I breakfasted in my bed ; I did not ri^e b^^orc^ 
eleven o'clock ; I dined at tweVvei ^tA\^^- 
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larly went to sleep after dinner. Whenever 
Estaphania was not with me^ she employed 
herself in cookery, making all sorts of rich 
sauces^ delicious ragouts, and an endless variety 
of exquisite paltry. I- never lived more luxu- 
riously; in short, I was a king, and had a 
queen to attend me. The whiteness of my 
shirts, neckcloths, and pocket handkerchiefs, 
perfectly dazzled the s/ght ; I was scented from 
head to foot with the essence of the iris and 
the orange; I was such' a walking per^me 
that I rivetted the attention of all I met. These 
were, indeed, happy days ! as you may fancy, 
but all .rapidly vanished ; those happy days 
flew past me as quickly as hours, on the com- 
parative -calculation and endless jurisdiction of 
time, and my destiny very soon became widely 
different from that upon which I had so recently, 
so confidently, and so vainly calculated. 

One morning, about the hour of nine, whilst 
we were fitiU in bed, for, I have already told 
you, we regularly slept away our mornings, we 
heard some very loud raps at the street door. 
One of the servants answered it, and imme- 
diately after presented herself at our room 
door, exclaiming. She iis come to give us an 
agreeable surprize, although she did not say 
one TFord about in,- in the last letter she wrote ! 
but, we must make net extt^mA^^s^^Vwae'! 
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Of whom do you speak ? said I^ hastily^ to the 
servant. I speak, answered she, of bonna 
Clemenza Buesoi my mistress, who is just ar- 
rived, and has. brought a .great deal of good 
company* She has with her, Don Lopez 
Mendez d'Abnendarez, Hortigoza, and sev^eral 
servants. Let us rise, my friend, then', said 
Estaphania; but; do not you be confounded by 
these grand visitors. In » short, I have a very 
particular fevor to ask of you, my dear, that 
yon will not be surprized at any thii^ which 
may pass, and will not ask a single question, 
or make any comment on any thing they may 
say to me. And, what can they say, that . can 
either ofiend or mortify, you ? replied L Are 
they come on purpose to insult you -in your 
own house? I am very unwilling to. fancy it 
possible ; it would be so extravagant that, nor 
thing but. my owa eyes and ears could inducHi 
me to believe it But, tell me, £istaphaiiii|, 
who these great people are ? because, you apr 
pear to me so very much distressed and con- 
fused, that you seem to be quite beside yourself^ 
I have not time to answer your questions, said 
she : all I shall tell you, at present, is, that all 
you may see is but premeditated deception : 
we are going to play di farce, which will highly 
entertain you. I cannot say more, at present, 
patiently wait the solution ofipur udd\ft. "WYv^^ 
I waB intent on answeringADoim^ C\fe\S!L^\:a2^ 
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entered the room/- mi^iiificently dressed like 
a queen. Her gown was flowered green satin, 
looped up with silver lace, and innumerable 
clasps of mixed silk and silver : she had, ac- 
cording to the custom of the country, a large 
scarf of the same materials, and a hat adorned 
with a beautiful plume of scarlet and white 
feathers, clasped by a magnificent diamond 
cross. : Her face was covered with a gauze veil ; 
but you perceived a very elegant, maj^tic, and 
dignified person : she was handed in bylDon Lo* 
pezMende4,a very handsome gentleman, whose 
dress was in the highest style of magnificence, 
followed byHortigoza,and it was this Hortigoza, 
easily known to be the companion of Donna Cle- 
menza, who interrupted their silence and con- 
sternation. What do I behold, said she, loudly 
exclaiming, I see madame's bed occupied ! and 
occupied by a man ( I do not know, whether 
I am asleep or awake, but, the circumstance is 
so very extraordinary, I have great difiiculty in 
belieying what I see even with my own eyes ! 
Truly! added this female companion, with 
a very angry air, the unwarrantable fireedom 
of Estaphania is intolerable! — this goes fiur 
beyond a jest, and deserves the severest cen- 
sure ! You are right, Hortigoza, said Doiina 
Clemenza, I am not less surprized than you are 
at the conduct of E6tsq[>hania! To be sure, 
m very pretty thing to find am«ii^Ad ^ i^^xvo!^ 
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in my bed! but, perhaps, I am not lets to 
blame than Estiqphania, added she, 'Teiy se- 
verely ; I ought not to have left her in charge 
of my house ! another time, I shall know bet- 
ter how to manage yicious senrants and correct 
their insolence ! — She was proceeding further 
in her censures, but, Estaphania interrupted 
her. I very humbly beseech you, not to be 
angry, madam, said she : — what you behold is 
a mystery, in which there is nothing criminal. 
I will explain it all to you the moment you 
shall be pleased to afford me an hearing, fully 
persuaded, that, so far from blaming my 
conduct, it will meet with your warmest 
af^robation. 

> 

During this alarming scene, I continued to 

hurry my clothes on, and notwithstanding all 
my wife had said to me, as to this being merely 
a fiurce, I felt myself a silly spectator in my 
■own dwelling, who, as you will readily suppose, 
made but a very sorry contemptible figure. 
I could not tell what to think of so singular an 
occurrence. Whilst fully employed in dif- 
ferent perplexing thoughts on this subject, 
Estaphania made her appearance. She led 
me by the hand into another room, where she 
informed me, this lady was one of her very 
particular friends, whose design it was to dft- 
lude Doa Lopez, to whom she v}^A CATi\xmxk% 
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to be united, and the cheatry by which she 
meant to promote her marriage, was, to make 
him believe, that our house and all its fijurniture 
belonged to her. 

You may tell me, added Estaphania, that 
Donna Clemenza is playing a wicked part, and 
is sadly exposing herself : but there, you de- 
ceive yourself, my dear huisband : Donna Cle- 
menza has so much beauty, and Don Lopez so 
desptottely loves her; that he will only laugh 
at this little artifice, whenever it shall be 
exposed: perhaps, he already ktiows, and is 
willing to wink at it. Be that as it may, as soon 
as ever they are married, she will give me 
back my house, and I feel myself bound in 
friendship to render her this small service. 
Certainly^ what is passing between her and me 
is not strictly correct;! confess it; but, to 
entice and secure so great a match as Don 
Lopez, I think we never can be blamed for 
having employed this insignificant stratagem. 
Men know well how to practise such deceits 
upon us, when it suits fhein, and of their suc- 
cess they furnish daily examples: and, why 
should not women . play- the same deceitfiil 
devices against men> whenever a promising 
opportunity presents itself? But, my desur 
•husband, tdo you keep quiet, and preiserve 
confidence ;. all the mischief that can happen 
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to US will be, that we shall receive a very 
handsome present to indemnify us for the 
complaisance we have shewn, in having lent 
our house for a few days to a person, for whom 
you will feel as much affection as myself, when- 
ever you become acquainted with her. I will 
believe any thing you please, said I, but I must 
tell you, it is carrying your complaisance > to 
a very hazardous extent,- to act in the manner 
you propose. Ood grant that it may not be 
productive of misfortune! Ah! misfortune! 
you must not dream of such fi things before 
eight days have expired the marriage 'will be 
concluded, I will, then, expose the trick to Don 
Lopez, who virill laugh most heartily, and carry 
his wife to one of his country seats, and we 
shall again take possession of our house, highly 
gratified with having rendered ' so essential 
a service to a firiend, to whom I would readily 
sacrifice every thing I have in the world, ^as 
she would cheerfutty do for me, if it would 
render me any service. The conduct for us 
to observe, for seven or eight days to come, is 
to go and lodge in the house of another of my 
friends, an,d, I think, you will not disapprove 
it. No, Estaphania, said I, I am willing to go 
wherever you wish ; but, may I venture to tell 
you my thoughts on this occasion ? Ha ! my 
friend, said she, interrupting me, do not dis- 
trust any thing ! Do you think I could be so 
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imprudent, or rather so mad, to do yfhsit I hare 
done torday/ if attended with the least hazard? 
Could I be such an enemy to myself? Here is 
much to be gained, nothing to be lost ! and, of 
this, in seven or eight days, you will be entirely 
convinced. 

After this, and many similar si^gestions, 
not necessary to relate, Estaphania quitted 
Donna Clemenza and Don Lopez. I imme- 
diately told my servant to take the' trunk, in 
which I had placed my. treasures, my linen^ 
and my clothes, and to follow her : and I fol- 
lowed myself, without taking leave of any 
body ; for, to say the truth, I hardly knew what 
I was about : you would,' I am sure, have been 
equally embarrassed in a like distracting situ- 
ation. Estaphonia stopped at. the house of 
one of her friends, with whom she entered into 
a long canversation : I began to be impatient, 
when a sort of servant came, out, and asked 
myself and my servant into the house. We 
were subsequently conducted into a very nar- 
row room, in which were two beds so close to 
«ach other as to appear to be only one. We 
remained here six days, during which time, 
I suffered all the extremes of great mortifica- 
tion. The. vows we had lately so unreservedly 
pledged to each other, which were to continue, 
unimpaired, to the grave, begjan to be for- 
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gotten and passed by^ as idle and useless stag- 
nant air: we quarrelled, upon the smallest 
trifles; and all this> because, I sharply re* 
preached her : dissatisfied with finding myself 
so very badly housed, I told her, she had been 
taken in, imposed on and deceived : that she 
had acted without either common sense, ordi- 
nary prudence or honesty, in giving possession 
of our house and all its valuable appendages 
to designing artful strangers, who might never 
be inclined to restore them : these reproaches, 
aiade with great asperity, shocked her; at 
least, she feigned to be shocked ; and, then, 
every trifle in quarrels, as usual^ between man 
and wife, became an inveterate grievance, and 
produced the most insulting revilings of each 
other. To dissipate my own ill humours, 
which it was impossible to conquer, whilst 
provoked and aggravated by the dismal sight 
of my sorry apartment, I quitted the house, 
and heedlessly walked about the town; but, 
the moment I returned to my little con- 
temptible lodge, ill humour revived and again 
resumed her possession, and exhausted her 
whole malignant force upon — my wife,— 
Estaphania. 

Hitherto, Estaphania had constantly stayed at 
home, with all the appearance of a submissive, 
obedient^ accommodating ¥n$e •, \)ut, o\i^ ^wj» 
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that she eamestjly desired to go out^ and viBit 
Donna Clemenza, for the purpose of obtaining 
a very considerable present^ which she expected 
in the- way of gratuitous acknowledgment for 
the use of her house and furniture; during 
her absbnce^ I learnt the most bitter and mor- 
tifying information ; the w<>man with whom we 
lodged earnestly entreated me to inf<^rin her, 
what reasons induced me so often to lecture 
and quarrel witii Estaphania^ and what she 
could possibly have done to deserve such fre- 
quent cind severe reproaches, applicable only 
t^ persons guilty of the inbst unpardonaUe 
oflfenoes. As tbii? woman s^d^med earnestly Jto 
enter into my feelings, I related to her all that 
had passed, point by point; aafkd when I had 
finisfaed,: she only grimaced and shrugged up 
her shouldei^s;' and uttered es|clamations, which 
excited very »gre^t uneasiness. Not explaining 
herself further, I entiieated fa^r to tell fUe, what 
reasons she iMkd for being^ so very much sur- 
prized at what I bad related. I dare not tell you, 
said she, B,gam significantly Rising her shoul- 
ders, and mattering between her teeth some- 
thing which I could nottmderstand. Speak but ! 
said I, I beseech you, and do not leave me in this 
dreadul suspense. Since you require it, I will 
said she, slKMrtly after : I feel that I ow^ i^^ to 
the honest discharge of my troubled  oon- 
i^cimccv be ihe consequieujees what they'isay. 
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It is oommon charity not to leaTe yon logger 
in ignorance so fiital to you. You hare been 
-wilfully and basely deceived; no man, perhaps, 
has ever been deceived so grossly ! You fan- 
cied you had married a rich woman ; but you 
are indeed, quite out of your reckoning. Donna 
Clemen^ Bueiso is the rcfal owner of the house 
in whidi you espoused Estaphania, and all 
that wicked woman has said to you, is down- 
right falsehood. She has neither House nor 
property; nor even any other clothes than 
tho^e- she carries on her back. . Donna !C1&- 
menza had certainly some fnendly disposition 
towards her: that lady was obliged, a Uttle 
time back, to undertake a distant journey, and 
left the care of her house with Estaphania^ 
and another servant, during her absence. Esta- 
phania has certainly turned the opportunity 
to good account; she has made you believe, 
that the house and elegant furniture which- you 
have seen, belonged to her ; you unhesitatingly 
trusted her, and, on this belief, you married 
her; and thus she has made you dearly pay 
for your too ready credulity and hasty im- 
prudence. I acknowledge, however, said the 
woman, every circumstance of your whole case, 
maturely weighed, that Estaphania. is justi- 
fiable, in some measure, for having, so success- 
fully, inveuted a skilful and feasible stratagem 
to obtain a husband of your f^^eai dxa'^x^^^^ 
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merit, and promising appearance ; and yon, 
of all mankind, ought to be the first, not merely 
to pardon, but highly to applaud her, for 
the distinguished preference she gave you. 
Men are grown so proud, haughty, and ink- 
posing, . in these days, that it is ne^ssary to 
lay snares to entangle them. Since you have 
been thus caught, let me advise you to bear 
your misfortune calmly and patiently, like 
a devoted philosopher. '* Marriages are made 
in heaven," before they are contracted on 
earth; this woman was intended to be your 
wife, therefore, you ought hot to accuse her 
as the cause of your misfortunes, but to im- 
pute them, exclusively, to your own unhappy 
destiny. 

To be sure, it is not to be denied, that these 
were very moral wholesome lessons ; but, said 
Campusano, they did not suit me. I was in 
a complete fury with myself; I was in despair, 
at finding that I had been so treacherously 
and cruelly duped. I uttered a thousand im- 
precations and incoherences ; a thousand times 
I condemned myself to death! and should 
have put an instantaneous end to my existence 
with my own hand, if returning reason, and 
a revived sense of religion, had not speedily 
flown to my support. Hurried away, however^ 
Aypaaaion, I took up my sword wd my cloaks 
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and sallied out, determined to ayenge myvelf 
on Estaphania, if I chanced to meet her. I 
long vainly sought for her ; happily for her,> 
and, perhaps, no less so for myself, I did not 
find her. I turned into the church of St. Law- 
rence, and devoutly recommended myself to 
all the saints ; but my invocation was useless, 
the saints were mute, and did not relieve: mey 
and I did not become one bit less uneasy and 
restless. I stalked to the house of Donna 
Clemenza, with a view there to vent my com- 
plaints, but I found it so very comfortable, 
quiet, and undisturbed, that I did not dare to 
open my lips, so very sensibly was I distressed, 
and beside myself. I returned to my hideous 
lodgings. The woman at whose house I lodged, 
from whom I had learnt my misfortunes, 
said a thousand useful things to endeavour to 
divert me from my own gloomy thoughts ; but 
my mind was so completely unsettled, I was 
incapable of listening to reason on any subject. 
At length she infomjied me, that Estaphania 
already knew her treason to be discovered. 
This woman said, she had apprized her, from 
the purest motives of charity, that I had gone 
forth, in extreme fury, iu the hope of meeting 
her, for the express purpose of destroying her ; 
and that Estaphania, dreadfully frightened, 
had, thereupon, taken leave, and carried away 
^ome of her goods. This proia^tftd^ ^a^« >Xkr 
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stantly to -fly to my strong box, and^.lo iny 
stiU'^fiirther. misfortune, found, that she had> 
carried away the whote of my property; except' 
one iiiigle atdt of useless field wiiform. 

These are tierrible misfortunes, said Peralte^ 
fettowiJig so fast upon one adother. What>: 
Cajnpusiano, hare you. lost all your- valuaUe 
chains, and your mUitaiy sashes of gold? ' Yes,^ 
replied Gampusano, I havei'loBt thein a)i; but» 
this loss grieves me but little; it is one of the 
least of my misfortunes; for, I can say exactly, 
what watf said by that man who had married 
a w<mian with crooked shoulders : " My father- 
in-law fancies, 4Baid he, that he has taken me 
in, by marrying me to his humpbacked daugh- 
ter; but it is r who have taken him in, having 
a larger .hump myself I do not exactly 
comprehend, said the licentiate, for what pur- 
pose you introduce! th^. story^ nor how you 
mean to apply it. .To this effect, said Gam- 
pusanp> that my whole display of chainisi, sashes; 
and other gewgaws, <ture rtot. altogether- Worth 
ten crowns. You atre jesting, said . Peralte ; 
that chain alone which you wore on your 
brestst, weighed, and waswell worth >tw!o hun- 
dred ducats. It ought to have weighed, aad 
would' have been Worth much more than- that 
sum, if the reality had corresponded with ap-^ 
pearancea; bat»a»f all that glitters is not gold*'" 
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80 those chains, cords^ . and the reat jof. the 
baubles, were only a chymical composition oif 
gilded copper, a metallic compositiojci so beau- 
tifully burnished with gold, that the readiest 
and most skilful connoisseurs could not easily 
distinguish the difference, as it was decidedly 
proof against every thing but fire. According , 
to this doctrine, said Peralte, you have mu- 
tually deceived each. other, and you have now 
only to begin again. We have done it so 
completely, observed Campusano, we have now 
only to shuffle the cards afresh^ and play them 
over again. But what vexes me the most is, 
that Estaphania can easily get rid of my false 
jewels, whereas I cannot get rid of her, as> 
after all, she is still my wife, and we cannot 
unmarry ourselves. Return thanks to heaven, 
said the licentiate, that this your wife has left 
you, and that you are not obliged to run 
yourself out of breath in search of her. I agree 
to all that, said Campusano ; but she is always 
present to my imagination, although I do not 
seek her, and my disgrace is always uppermost 
in my thoughts. What will you do about 
that? said Peralte ; you will not be wild enough 
to fight windmills ! Your misfortune has no 
remedy, and I have nothing to. say, and can- 
not say any thing on the subject, except to 
lament, while I repeat, that it is a misfortune 
without remedy, and to \ma% to -joxxj xerxaeoi- 
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brance, as some litde reUef to your affliction, 
two excellent lines of Petrarch, where he says, 
with so mnch natural simplicity and truth, 
" that those who study to deceive others, ought 
not to complain when they find themselves de^ 
cetved* 

I perfectly comprehend you Peralte, said 
Campusano; you mean to tell me, that I hare 
been ranquished with my own arms. I ac- 
knowledge it, and that I acted wrong; the 
best digested stratagem will never be success- 
ful ; and that it is always right, and the most 
profitable policy, to regulate our conduct by 
the direct course of righteous integrity, can- 
dour, and probity ; but, as no one knows better 
than yourself, this is not the practice or fashion 
of the woild, and we are but too frequently 
contaminated by the yicious examples of 
others. 

Thus, I have finished my dismal narrative, 
said Campusano, which, I fear, has annoyed 
your patience. After all my description, I only 
can know what my sufferings have been; to 
jBUch a deplorable ill state of health had they 
reduced me, that I was necessitated to obtain 
entrance into this hospital, for the benefit of 
the best advice and assistance it could afibid 
me, and all whioh has been more than useless* 
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I have now left it, reduced and emaciated 
frightfnlly as you behold me^ still a rheumatic 
cripple, suffering the most excruciating torture 
and agony. But, I haye so far escaped, that 
life is left me, and, with that life, my sword ; 
and I fervently confide, that that universal 
benevolent parent Providence, will take me 
under the wing of his all charitable protection, 
conmiiserate my sufferings, and kindly and 
humanely befriend me. 

Peralte again tendered his purse to his old 
inend, saying, how much he was gratified by 
his interesting history, and how happy he 
ghould be to administer relief in the way most 
acceptable to hinxself. You are astonished 
and surprized at trifles, said Campusano ; but^ 
what I have related to you, are very trifles 
indeed, in comparison of the history which 
{ have still to relate, of occurrences within the 
hospital. Many wonderful things have oc-'- 
curred to me in the course of life, but, what 
I am going to narrate far out-measures them 
all, in comparison of which they all dwindle 
into nothing : this history is, really, a miracle, 
something supernatural, surpassing imagina- 
tion itself! While in the hospital, my torments 
were excruciating ; but, I reckon them as small 
sacrifices only, because, they brought to my 
view and positive knowledge, the greatest pos- 
sible prodigy, the semblance ot viVaOcL \i»& 

WL. I. G 
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never before been known in the annals of time, 
and most likely never will be again. I per* 
ceive, alfei^;"Aat you are disposed to treat 
my relation as an idle vision : but, I conjure 
your patience to listen to broad truths, which 
my ears have heard, and my eyes have wit- 
nessed ; at the same time, I shall not be at all 
surprized, that you ^hould think all such su- 
pernatural things wholly incredible ! So much 
laboured preamble, said the licentiate, whose 
attention had been excited to impatience, is 
quite imnecessary : impart to me this prodigy, 
as quickly as possible ; but, take care, to pro- 
tect your story against the imputation of the 
huge mountain in dreadful labour, that pro- 
duced nothing but a little mouse. Suspect 
nothing on that score, said Campusano ; you 
can never have heard or read of any tUng 
more surprising and wonderful, in all your 
Ufe! 

Undoubtedly, you have seen two dogs fol- 
lowing the holy men of the hospital, when they 
proceed into the city to solicit alms. These 
do^r^ emch cany a hmthom, when these religious 
receivers are oUiged to go by night. If afans 
are occasionally thrown out of the window, 
wlttch sometimes happens, these dogs collect 
them together : they know perfectly well, every 
pJ«c^* wlme doiM^tioiMi sore niade^ and, tfaefe^ 
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they regularly stop/ and place themselTes in 
order, in expectation of receiving them. These 
dogs are as gentle and innocent as lambs, 
while on duty in the streets ; but, in the hbs^ 
pital, of which they are the vigilant guardians, 
they are as wakeful and fierce, as lions of the 
forest when they hear the slightest noise in the 
dark. Never were guardians more watchful or 
more faithful than these two dogs. I know 
all that, said the licentiate, who was impa- 
tiently expecting some more interesting sub- 
ject; there is nothing very miraculous in that. 
This is not what I have to tell you, replied 
Campusano ; you will soon be full of astonish- 
ment and exclamations, and with ample rea- 
son; but, notwithstanding, I shall relate to 
you only, what is strictly true ; what, as I have 
before asseverated, I have seen with my own 
eyes, and heard with my own ears, which 
never deceive me ; [here Peralte pulled Camr 
pusano*8 sleeve, and whispered], have you, then, 
forgotten the successful and triumphant de- 
ceptions, so lately practised, upon those un- 
trritig eyes and ears, by the charming Esta- 
phania? No — no— do not, returned Cam- 
pusano, talk any more of that hateful woman. 
What! said Peralte, not a word of her lilly 
white hand, her exquisite cookery, her rich sauces 
and delicious ragouts ? turkey carpets^ silver cowj- 
dlesticks, and hoUand sheets ? I eatr^^^>^ W2\^ . 
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jcxclaiiaed Campusano, that you will not 
mind me of such serious misfortunes, and t 
you will let me return to the more interest 
isubject of the two dogs, my companions in 
itospited! Very well, said Peralte, procc 
only do not lose sight of dearly purcha 
lessons ! Campusano went on. One ni{ 
when I believed the whole hospital buriec 
vound sleep, and that I was the only per 
•awake, kept so by my torments, I heard so: 
body talking on the sorry matting behind 
bed. I did not, at first, pay muoh attentioi 
it» believing, as I was very ill, that my i 
might deceive me: but, at length, convim 
that I heard two distinct voices, I raised ] 
sielf a little in my bed, to ascertain, who 
two parties could be; and I perceived tl 
two hospital dogs conversing. Ah ! a cap 
jest! You are now certainly inventing, 
claimed the licentiate, hastily rising from 
chair, bursting into a loud fit of laughter, 
stalking about the room ! Until now, I re 
thought you had been talking seriously, w 
relating the history of your marriage; 1 
I perceive, that you are still addicted to p 
santry, and that the whole narrative was 
of your trite jests : exercise your wit and n 
veb upon others ! my dear Campusano : i 
not to the pilgrims of St. James, that you 
to convene on the subject of shells ! ¥ 



tales are too wond erful to be believed! I thank 
you kindly for your romance ; but, you must 
thank me, in your turn, for having compas* 
sionated you, when you related your ingeniously 
feigned adventures with Estaphania ! 

I told you, Peralte, replied Campusano, with 
extreme gravity; I told you, that I should draw 
forth your exclamations : be now thoroughly 
convinced, Scipio and Bergance, for so t^ese 
two dogs are called, most undoubtedly had 
very long conversations together. I perfectly 
well know, that, naturally, dogs are not gifted 
with the faculty of speech and reason ; but, the 
miracle may occur. Magpies and paSofe 
spSik, but, they only articulate certain words 
which they learn by sound, and pronounce 
mechanically without understanding them : but, 
these two dogs, not only speak, but perfectly 
understand every word they say, and make the 
most refined and just answers which the strong-t 
est powers of the best instructed mind can dic-r 
late. At first, I fancied it was all a dream ; 
and I puzzled and puzzled my brain, to be sa^ 
tisfied on this point : but, having thoroughly 
•and repeatedly examined myself, from time to 
time, I was well satisfied, that I was not 
asleep, that it was not a dream, and indis- 
putably was a reality. What completed m^ 
conviction^ abided he, that I, md\iibit»JttVj ^ os^x- 
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heard a conversatioti between Scipio and Ber- 
gance, was, that the subjects on which they 
conversed, were so excellent and profound, so 
far beyond my capacity, so &r superior to my 
limited knowledge, that it was utterly impos* 
sible I could have imagined them. ^^ It is not 
every one who travels to Corinth.'^ ' 

Pledge of my life, said Peralte, we are, 
here, returned to the fairy age, when pump- 
kins spoke, and gourds danced! You may 
believe as much as you please of what I have 
declared, interrupted Gampusano, but, whether 
deceived, or whether a fiction, should you not 
be delighted, were I to shew you, in toriting, 
the conversation of these two dogs? Provided, 
said the doubting licentiate, that you do not 
peremptorily insist on compelling me to be- 
lieve, that animals, destitute of reason, can 
reason, I will most cheerfully and willingly 
read their pretended reasonings, which, I feel 
assured, before hand, must be judicious and 
instructive, because, I fancy, they are the in- 
vention of your own very ready and lively 
genius. You are at perfect liberty, to credit as 
much, or as little, as you please, said Gampu- 
sano ; but, I must pre£a.ce it, by insisting,, that 
Scipio and Bergance held these interesting and 
instructing conversations during the whole of 
tjvo succeBme nights, in every branch of 
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whichj you will find, '^ tiseftd eximx^le, either fo \ 
be imitated or avoided" The first night, Ber«- 
gance related his history: Scipio commmii*' 
cated his, on the night following. I have only - 
written the history of Bergance ; but^ I shall 
be able to put that of his . con^^anion also on 
paperj, should you have. -the least desii;^ to 
peruse it, when you., have Jiimhed that of JEfer- 
gance. They both contain so nmch of inestim- 
able matter, that the impression which is fixed 
on my mind will only end with my life. Read, 
said he, to Peralte, presenting a large manu- 
script which he carried ^Ued up in his packet : ' 
I will refresl^ myself with sleep, whil^ you are 
occupied in perusing it. Peralte^ receiyed the 
writing, with a smile, and casting his eyes over 
it, he saw it was a dialogue, and bore the fol- 
lowing title : — 

CONVERSATION 

Between Scipio and Bebgakce,. 

Two Dogs belonging to the Hospital of the 
Resurrection, of Valladolid, generally called 
the Dogs of Mahudez. 

Scipio. 

Bergance, my friend, having for this night 
quitted the guard of this house, we are here in 
solitude, where we may unreservedlY ^^^»k. 
without ffitnesses j and since vie Yvwi^ ^^ \tv- 

G4 
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vilege of speech^ let us profit by this fev( 
which heaven has allotted to us. 

Bergance. 

I hear you speak^ Scipio, and I feel cc 
Tinced, that I am myself also ^fted with 1 
power of speech ; though I have every di 
Tculty in the world to believe it, such thir 
appear to me so very extraordinary ! 

SciPio. 

It is most extraordinary undoubtedly, a 
the more so, because we can not only spei 
but we can reason at the same time : althou 
it is only man that is allowed to be a reasonal 
animal! 

Bergance. 

I comprehend every word you say, my d( 
Scipio ; and when I reflect, that I do comp 
hend, I cannot sufficiently wonder at yc 
metamorphosis, and at my own ! I admit th 
naturally, we possess most wonderful instin< 
but instinct is not reason. 

SciPio. 

Yes, Bergance, our instinct creates extrei 
surprize, and produces subject for the deep* 
speculations of the wisest and most learn 
Mjongst men! We have memory, and m 
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.camiot possibly contradict it. We have grati- 
tude, and are capable of the most affectionate 
attachment ; and fidelity so universally acknow- 
ledged, that men are accustomed to paint us, as 
'the symbols of Friendship and Fidelity. Have 
you never, at any time, entered a church ? 
Have you never cast your eyes upon those 
superb monuments of marble and porphyry, . 
where men are so superbly entombed? you 
must have perceived, that whenever a husband 
and wife are laid in the same grave, there is 
always the figure of a dog at their feet, an em- 
blematical device to mark> that this couple, of 
whom you generally also see a representation, 
had strictly preserved through life, the most 
faithful and inviolable firiendship. 

Bebgance* 

I have observed it often ; I know, moreover, 
that there have been dogs so faithful, so at- 
tached, that they would throw themselves into 
the same grave, where their masters were in- 
terred. I know, that other instances also have 
been found, where they have given themselves 
up to perish of grief, on the same grave, with- 
out a possibility of drawing them from it, or 
of inducing them to take food! I know, 
finally, that next to the elephant, our race pos- 
sesses, amongst irrational animaU, \3\^ ^^'^V^^V* 
sagacity: but, this sagacity Va, Xife\«iXJsv^^^»* 
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nothing in comparison with the reason of 
men. 
> SciPio. 

* 

I am convinced of it. But^ be that as it may^ 
we have^ this day, the power of reasoning, as 
you experience; — and, as we are perfectly 
agreed, that this is not our natural quality, let 
us acknowledge, that it is a miracle : and, if it 
be a miracle, the world must be threatened 
with some very heavy calamity, for surely, 
never was miracle so momentous and won- 
derful ! 

Bergance. 

I know what is said of miracles ; — that they 
are never experienced with impunity; and 
what confirms me in my opinion, that they 
never augur any benefit to mankind, is, an ex- 
clamation which I heard drop the other day, 
^ from a scholar, in his route from Alcala to 
Henarez. 

Scipio. 
And what exclamation was it? 

Bebgance. 
It was this ; that out of five thousand stu- 
dents who were studying the course of lectures 
for this year at that university, no less than 
three thousand of them were pursuing the study 
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What do you infer from thence ? Whajt is 
your interpretation ? 

Bergance. 

I mean to say, that there must necessarily 
happen one of these two events; either^ that 
these three thousand physijcians must have pa- 
tients in proportion, which will be a most se- 
rious misfortune to mankind, or that they must 
themselves perish from want : — ^But, surely, we 
are very ingenious in tormenting ourselves^ 
about misfortunes, which must be endured, and, 
about the future, which cannot be averted. 
What is to happen, will happen : — what Fate 
has ordained, is irrevocable to man. 

SciPio. 

You reason well, Bergance. If what has 
happened to us this day, forebodes great mis- 
fortunes to mankind, they are misfortunes 
which we cannot prevent; — it will be better 
then, that, submitting all future events to the 
disposal of their all-wise Creator, and without 
daring to scan the secret views and designs of 
Providence, in gifting us with the power of 
speech and reason, we apply to the best advan- 
tage this delightful privilege this night, for we 
know not how soon we may be dWe^t^^ ^1 \V* 

06 
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Bergance* 

I agree with you, my dear Scipio, and it will 
give me indescribable pleasure. Ever since 
I have had strength to gnaw a bone, I have 
-uniformly felt an earnest desire to speak, — to 
unload my mind of a multitude of extravagant 
ihings which I haye seen and heard, and which 
merit to be eternally recorded. I believe with 
you, that the privilege with which, at this 
moment, we are endowed, of imparting our 
knowledge, is only a temporary privilege, other- 
wise, it would cease to be a miracle. Do not 
• 

let us wait, until we shall be deprived of this 
rich and invaluable donation, by the great 
Being who has bestowed it : let us conamuni- 
cate, Scipio, and make the best use of the 
present moment, whilst we possess the benign 
faculty. 

Scipio. 

> 

I am delighted, Bergance, to find you so 
readily coincide with me in my opinions. 
Well, then ! since you have so many admirable 
things to impart, do you speak ; I will atten- 
'tively listen. Detail to me the adventures of 
.your life ; and, if in the evening of to-morrow, 
the privilege of speaking be still preserved to 
U0, 1 win then relate nune. 
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Bergance. 

I subscribe to what you propose ; but, firsts 
pf all, let us carefully examine around us, and 
ascertain that there is no person within hear- 
ing : no base spies, or hireling informers. 

SciPio. 

There is not a soul: — all are profoundly 

asleep. A soldier is certainly lying in this 

very bed, who has been suffering under severe 

.wounds for some time; but I imagine, his 

.strength is so completely exhausted, by his 

agoniidng sufferings, that he must have been 

long asleep ; certainly it is so, for I hear him 

.snoring, 

Bergance. 

Speak ! I can speak with unreserved bold* 
ness, even before spies and informers, because, 
I speak innocently. Listen ; and, if what I shall 
have to submit to you prove tiresome, you have 
only to impose silence. 

SciPio. 

Speak, my dear friend ; I shall be all ears, 
even should you continue to speak until to- 
morrow. 

Bergance. 

To .begin with my origin. — I Ta\»t \^ ^<2Wi» 
tiat 1 6r8t saw the light in tlie buUYiet^ ^^\cv- 
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bles, just without the gate of Seville ; which 
induced me to believe, that I am a descendant 
of some of those great mastiffs trained by the 
butchers bo^s, although I have another opi** 
nion, which I shall Btate on a fiitore occasion^ 
My first master was a butcher, of the name of 
Nicholas. He was a stout, robust young man, 
with a forbidding countenance, very much ad- 
dicted to anger ; and as savi^ely revengeful, as 
people of this class generally are. The first 
thing Nicholas taught me, and several other 
little dogs, was to bark at passengers, particu- 
larly beggars and ragamuffins ; and, unmerci- 
fully to pursue and annoy them. When there 
was any bull-baiting, he threw us into the 
midst of the mastiffs, that we might be com- 
pelled to imitate them. He excited us to fight 
by his voice, and still more effectually by a tre- 
mendous cudgel which he held in his hand ; 
and I must do myself the justice to say, that 
though I did not always gain any advantage in 
these skirmishes, they taught me, in a veiy 
short time,, to be so active, and so inured to 
fight, that I was not afraid of the most tremen- 
dous bull ; and, as to passengers, beggars and 
ragamuffins, they were terribly afhtid even 
of the sight of me. It is surprizing, in how 
short a time I became bold, impudent, peevish 
Md morose, equal to the fiercest mastiff. 



CONVERSATION OP TWO DOGS, I35 
SciPlO. 

You call the acquisition of your mastiff ao- 
complishmehts surprizingy Bergance ; but it is 
not at all surprizing to me. Doubtless^ nothing 
could be more wicked that what your master 
first taught you ; but, remember, that nothing 
is so quickly learnt as wickedness, as we are .^ 
naturally prone to evil ; we are bom with this 
unhappy tendency ! 

Bergance. > 

I acknowledge what you tell me to be true ; 
but what good could possibly be learnt under 
the tuition of a most wicked man? I will des- 
cribe to you those who were in the shambles, 
in which I have already told you I first saw 
the light. They are a class of men, who, from 
the lowest to the highest, are without eiduca- 
tion, wholly destitute of religion, and quite 
devoid of conscience ; people addicted to the 
worst vices : they are actual robbers, who to 
support their infamy, unsparingly rob with 
both hands. Every morning, on feast days, 
you behold numbers of women, before the 
rising of the sun, come with their baskets 
empty, and carry them away full. I assure 
you it is the fact. There never is a be.^.^ 
killed but these people have ftee ao^c.^^'^^ ^sAl 
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carry away the prime pieces, before any part 
of the animal is exposed for sale. Their mas- 
4;ers are kind to them notwithstanding ; not, to 
avoid being robbed, because they know that i3 
inevitable; but that they should not make 
away with the whole of the best pieces. They 
•pretend to know nothing of the matter, as the 
wisest line they can take. This is not, how- 
ever, my dear Scipio, the most odious part of 
the conduct of these people ; they are cruel and 
merciless ; they would as soon cut the throat 
of a man, as kill as an ox ; a stroke of the knife 
costs them nothing, and hardly a day passes, 
but they shed human blood with as much im- 
concern as they spill that of cattle ; and, more- 
over, they persuade themselves, that such atro- 
cities are not criminal. Notwithstanding, this 
miserable set of depraved wretches are literally 
devoted and abandoned to the most infamous 
vices, there is not one amongst them, who does 
not* almost every moment, plead for the pro- 
tection of his guardian angel, or some patron 
saint, to whom he consecrates as offerings, on 
certain days of devotion, a participation of his 
stolen treasures. And, thus, they abuse and 
insult all that religion considers most sacred, 
by daring to suppose, that such acts of devotion 
will sanction their conduct, will pardon their 
crimeB. 
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Faiths Bergance ! If you devote equal time 
in -drawing the different characters of all the 
masters you have served, as you have bestowed 
on their unworthy servants at the shambles of 
Seville, we must pray to heaven, to extend to 
us the faculty of speech for a year at least ; 
although I cannot fancy, that even then, you 
will have narrated one half of your interesting 
Ustory. Look you, Bergance ! nothing is so 
necessary to an upright orator, as to be con- 
cise. Honesty and wisdom uniformly pre- 
serve the straight line. Roguery and knavery, 
as uniformly, search the crooked circuity. The 
straight line — short speeches — convey honor- 
able useful intelligence. The crooked cir* 
cuity — ^long speeches — ^fatigue the mind, weary 
the attention, and destroy the compreheihsion ; 
so that the commencement is not remembered^ 
the conclusion not understood, and honest 
meaning basely perverted to gross imposition, 
characteristic of systematic roguery. Many 
sleep over a sermon, who would not have slept, 
had the crafty preacher at once honestly opened 
a straight line doctrine, and had not deceitfully 
indulged himself, by expatiating on irrelevant, 
bewildering, misleading matter; hence, sena- 
torial debates become treacherous and ftawdML- 
lent on the public mind, and cVi\ixc\i ^crotfsti^ 
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too tiresome and uninteresting to be instruc- 
tive ; and the members of state assemblies^ and 
congregations of churches^ as might be. ex- 
pected, naturally go to sleep. Let me eaf* 
nestly enjoin you, dear Bergance, to preserve 
the honest, intelligible, straight line, inviolate. 

Bergance. 

I will strive to profit by your most exceUent 
advice ; but, I must forewarn you of this great 
truth, should I need indulgence, that, since 
I have had the use of speech, I have had 
a great, and, I fear, almost insatiable inward 
gnawing to speak. But, to continue my hi»T 
tory. My master next taught me to carry 
a basket, and to defend myself against all 
attempts to take it from me. He taught me, 
also, the way to the house of a very pretty 
woman, with whom he associated, for the pur* 
pose of saving her maid servant the trouble of 
going to the shambles, as early in the morning 
I carried the stores reserved for her the pre- 
ceding night. I was well trained in this 
service ; nevertheless, I was inadvertently de* 
coyed.from my duty; one is not always dis- 
creet ; and I did not mistrust any thing. Pass- 
ing early one morning through a street, which 
I had frequently passed before, I heard some- 
body call me> from an upper window, by my 
own name* I raised my head a« high as 
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I could, tincler ah e^ictraordinary heavy load 
with which I was charged that morning, and 
perceived a very handsome young woman, who 
made me a sign to stop; I was complaisant 
enough to obey ; she came down to the door, 
and called me by my name again ; I ran to learn . 
her commands, and, suddenly, she changed 
the provisions I was conveying, for an old 
worn out clog, which she put into my basket, 
•aying, " Return home, and tell Nicholas, your 
master, no longer to trust to brutes/' I could 
easily have recovered the provisions this woman 
had taken from me ; I could have torn her to 
pieces with my stout teeth, had I been willing, 
and have obliged her to relinquish the prey, 
but I thought her so very handsome ; the hands 
with which she had robbed me were so white 
and delicate, and the divestiture was effected 
in so graceful a manner, that I was disarmed 
of resolution to shew the least resentment. 

SciPio. 

You did perfectly right, Bergance, and I 
applaud your conduct. Beauty ought always 
to be respected. 

Bergance. 

I respect it highly, ss you have just found 
by my conduct ; but evil beset me in cona^ 
quence^ and ihiB was the caua^ ol xdl^ ^^^^t^ 
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disgrace. I returned with the old worn out 
clog in my basket ; my master^ who saw me 
enter, praised my diligence, as I perceived by 
his countenence ; but soon discovering, on the 
one hand, that I had been robbed of what 
I was conveying to his mistress, while, on the 
other, the vmgs tj6ere insulting him for the dis* 
honest trick they had played-^ my sanguinary 
and ferocious master uttered the most horrid 
oaths, and having drawn one of his large car« 
cass knives, darted it at me with such violence 
Imd fury, that had I not quickly turned away, 
we should not have been conversing together 
Ihis day. As I clearly saw my danger, I would 
not wait the repetition of his assault, which 
<DOuld not fail to follow, from the rage the sight 
of the old worn out clog continually revived* 
I flew ofl^, swift as lightning, and taking the 
road behind the church of St. Bernard, I ra- 
pidly made my way to the fields, without 
knowing whither I was gping. " Fear creates 
wings," says the proverb. I travelled over 
a vast space of ground in a very short time. 
•Darkness overtook me at last, and I passed 
the night under the simple covering of the 
stars. On the morrow, I met, by chance, 
a flock of sheep, where I fancied I should im- 
mediately find the object I sought ; for, it is 
the provident design of our race, to defend the 
^eak and unarmed. TVii» ^ocVl ^w%a \u\der Uie 
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tare of three shepherds^ who no sooner per- 
ceived, than they called me. I went to them, pnt^ 
ting down my head, and wagging my tail. One o( 
the shepherds patted me on the back, examined 
my teeth and die roof of my mouth, and kindly 
caressed me. Judging by certain marks of 
my age, he told his compamons, that, certainly, 
I was a dog of excellent race. Don't start at 
this description, my dear Scipio ! you know, 
as well as I do, that there are thousands of 
men of high rank and fortune, coarse enough 
to set a higher value upon the race of dogs 
and horses, and bestow upon them more atten-r 
tion, and even greater affection, than on man« 
kind in general, and often their own relatives ; — i- 
Aay, you must have heard of various instances 
of rich boobies, bartering wives and daughters 
for favorite horses, to enable them to gallop, 
like madmen, after an offensive fox, and to get 
beastly drunk in meritoriously celebrating the 
glorious achievement of his destruction. Whilst 
the shepherds were thus deciding on my merits, 
the owner of the flock joined them. He was 
mounted on a young grey colt, ambling like 
a sorry genet, and in such coarse garb, that 
he had more the appearance of one of the 
ragged excise guards of the coast against 
smugglers, than the owner of so large a flock 
of sheep. He instantly asked, whose dog I waa^ 
f' "'adding; that I had the appeaxancc^ ^^ Xieoi'^ 
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a good one. You are not deceived^ sir, said 
the shiepherd; I have particularly examined 
him, and warrant him to be just the dog we 
want. He will grow large and handsome; 
at least his age and appearance so promise;^ 
we met him by chance about a quarter of an 
hour ago; I do not know to whom he may 
belong, but I am certain he does not belong.* 
to any one of the flocks of our neighbourhood."^ 
From the account you give, said the master/ 
we will keep him ; put on him Leoncille's col- 
lar (this was the name of a dog which had 
been dead some days), and give him the same 
portion of food as the other dogs ; but, above 
all treat him kindly, gain his affection, and he 
will not run away. Having given this order, 
the master left us, and immediately afterwards 
they put round my neck an iron collar with 
pointed edges ; they gave me enough to eat, 
and I was thence to be named Bartin. I found 
my situation with this second master, yery 
comfortable, and liked my new office. \ was 
very diligent and careful of my flock, and \ 
separated myself from them but seldom, never,^' ; 
but when my attendance was unnecessary. ^ 
Sometimes I slept under the shade of a tree ; \ 
sometimes at the foot 6f a rock; often in 1 
a shady valley, or on the bank of some murmur*, 
mg rivulet ; and, at such times as I could n^t ' , 
sleep, I reflected <feeply on tha oto&I conduct*"^ 
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tnd savage deportment of my first master. 
What strange anecdotes could I tell you of 
that man, and that woman with whom he asso- 
ciated ! but it would take up too much time, 
and besides, it is not always correct unneces- 
sarily to expose the failings and crimes of 
others ; I will therefore quit that master, and 
resume the thread of my regular narrative. 
One of the reflections I made, in those restless 
*iours when alone, was, my dear Scipio, that 
the pleasing and alluring accounts which 
authors give of the mode of pastoral living, 
and the manner in which shepherds delightfully 
pass their time, are all impositions, deceitful, 
and wholly devoid of truth. It has been as- 
serted, by various authors, that shepherds pass 
their whole time in singing, and in playing on 
the flageolet, or on the bagpipes. My mistress, 
whom I often heard read, read various books 
dwicting the lives of shepherds, very different, 
Mjmlfr' from those whom I served. I called to 
ttnd tH^^e shepherd Anfrisius, who was ena- 
moiiicd^^ 'of ^6 incomparable Belissarde, who 
Ling bo!jf^ ^^ rising to the going down of the 
Hn, am 1 the reign of sable night had taken 
fcfl poi^'^ession of our hemisphere ; and that 
tkoenjfas not a single tree upon the mountains 
oCA|^fcadia, upon the trunk of which Anfrisius 
^'*not seat himself, to chant the praises and 
^ beauty of his shepherdess, cud to \icvi^\«ix 
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insensibility and rigour. Then, again, cam 
shepherd EUcio, possessed of far more s 
lion than course. Next, the great shep 
Felicius, the oiily painter of one single pic 
in which he exhibited a better likeness tl 
pleasing painting! Then, we have also 
frightful swoons of Sirene ; the dismal re] 
ance of Diana ; and of the ingenious and s 
• cious Felicia, who, with her enchanted w 
overcame numerous difficulties thought n 
thountable ! I could have recalled man 
other instances of shepherds and shepherde 

whose lives were different to those led bi 

• 

masters, and the surrounding shepherds, 
very true, they sang sometimes, but their s< 
were only trifling little tunes, devoid of re 
ment and wit. They sang also with hoarse 
rough voices^ and awkwardly adapted 1 
songs to clownish and unconnected n< 
wholly at variance with the science of mu 
Such were their tunes, badly regidated by 
vibrating sounds of small bones, of dried pi< 
of wood, or of two small stones, struck 
contact with each other, while placed bet^ 
their fingers. These were their only ins 
ments. The remainder of their time w^ g< 
rally allotted to the very lowest exercises 
games. There were no shepherdesses, amdl 
them, who deserved to be named Phillis or A 
ryllis, IMana or Galatea \ and, as to themsel 
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tbey were only called by the names of Jolm or 
JameSf and other names similar. There were 
no Aminta's amongst the shepherds^ nor 
Thyrsis's nor Corydons; no Jacinthas nor 
Bisaleta. Tins proTes to me, that all the delu- 
siye coloring which historical writers give of 
the happy and enviable lives of shepherds 
and shepherdesses, are nothing but ajgreeable 
fictions, well written deceptions, calculated for 
the amusement of weak minds and idle habits^ 
for whom, it is kind and liberal to thinks 
because they are either incapable or unwilling 
to think for themselves. Were the fact other- 
wise, there would certainly remain, amongst 
the present race of shepherds, some traces of 
the happy life enjoyed by their predecessors. 
In those good olden times, there were vast 
extensive meadows, enamelled with a thousand 
different flowers, of which they formed garlands 
to ornament their shepherdesses; in those good 
olden times, they had none but consecrated 
forests; hanging woods of pines and oaks^ 
upon the trunks of which they carved the 
names of their shepherdesses, so that these 
names and recollections should be perpetually 
commemorated with the growth of the trees. 
In those olden times, they had only enchanted 
gardens ; rivulets, whose soft and gentle mur- 
murings pleasingly mixed with the soothing 
melody of the sylvan genius of \]i[v& v<q^^^\ 
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nothing but crystal fountains. You heard 
Only, amongst the ancient she^^erds, innocent 
tod instructiye conversations, exciting the 
admiration of all who heard them, and even 
softening the trees and the rocks, to which 
they frequently poured out their complaints 
against the cruelty of their favorite shepherd- 
esses, or of some other tragical adventures. 
Here, lay a shepherd in a swoon ; there, a shep- 
herdess carelessly extended on the grass, who 
did not dare to acknowledge her affection, 
heavily sighing, or wofully shedding tears. 
The spirit of the mountains was wholly em- 
ployed in faithfully echoing the amorous airs 
which were ,,sung to different pastoral instru- 
ments. 

SciPio. 

Your description is ample, Bergance: now 
return to the subject of your own history; look 
at your feet; leave off playing the peacock, and 
cease to strut in your borrowed plumes! I 
mean to tell you, that you must remember 
what you are ; that you are only a poor animal, 
destitute of reason; and that you ought not to 
aspire, as you do, at brilliant superiority! Do 
not lose sight of the honest, straight line. 

Bergance, 

I know, Scipio, exi^tly what I am ; but, per* 
haps, I waoi tL great deal more than I think 
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myself; and, hereupon, •! will relate to you die 
history of a famous sorceress, who learnt her 
witchcraft under the camache of Montilla, by 
which you shall form your better judgment. 

SciPio. 

I pray you favor me with this sorceress's 
history of you before all things. 

Bergance. 

Not yet: have a little patience: listen to my 
adventures in re^ar order; they i^ill afford 
you much greater pleasure related in this simple 
way than any other, and you will acknowledge 
this truth, when you have heard them. 

Scipio. 

I will do so ; but I conjure you, be concise; 
adhere to the straight line ! 

BSRGANC^. 

I was very well satisfied with my condition, 
as I have already informed you; because, my 
employment suited me, and I was able, with 
satisfaction to myself, to perform my duty. 
I here enjoyed comparative ease and comfort; 
I was never overstrained with labour, nor de- 
pressed with unreasonable hours : I easily earn- 
ed my food by the labour of my body, and that 
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18 what afforded me real satisfaction ; for^ after 
ally' it is not' just to live at the expence of a 
master, when you oannot serve him well and 
faithfully; or to eat the meat [Nroduced by the 
labours of others. If I reposed myself some- 
times during the day, I slept not so much at 
night: no sooner had the sun deprived us of 
his light, to illuminate another hemisphere, 
than wolves gave us constant employment, 
which prevented the possibility of closing our 
eyes: the shepherds no sooner gave the alarm 
of the coming wolf, than, with aU my mig}it and 
main, I ran over hills and dales; but my sco^r- 
ii^, csqpid and unsparing, were always useless* 
I returned the next momii^ to my flocks 
without perceiving any trace or footstep of 
wolves; weary, harrassed, panting, my feet 
torii by stones and thorns ; my body lacerated 
in a thousand places ; but, to my great surprizei 
I found, either a sheep dead, or a lamb strangled, 
and half devoured by the wolf. I was mortified 
and chagrined, that my ready will and constant 
labours produced such little advantage. The 
master of the flock, upon this loss, came to uSi 
and the skin of the deceased animal was 
exhibited to him. He accused the shepherds 
of negligence, and ordered them, severely to 
punish the dogs, so that blows rained upon us, 
whilst the shepherds escs^d with a trifiingT 



1 
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teprimandi One day that I had be«i yery 
unjustly punished, seeing that my watchfblness, 
my activity, and my courage ; that, in a word, 
all my great services were useless, I thought it 
high time, to change my~ method of service. 
I resolved, not to absent myself from my flock, 
as I had heretofore done, however loudly they 
should cry, ** The wolf!** but constantly to 
watch the ^itrances of the fold. We had an 
alarm regularly every week; and one very dark 
night betrayed to me a scene, which I could not 
have suspected, nor have believed, had I not ' 
ocularly witnessed it. On the alarm, I let all 
the other dogs go to hunt the wolf, whilst I 
secreted myself under a bush, from whence 
I saw two of the shepherds select two of the 
largest and fattest sbeep of ihe whole flock, kill 
them, and afterwards tear them in pieces, in 
such a manner, that every ignorant pei^on must 
have concluded it, to be the work of thie wolf. 
I confess to you, that the sight perplexed my 
honest feeling very much. As soon as day- 
light appeared, the shepherds sent the fleece 
and a portion of the flesh to their master, but 
neither the largest, nor the most select pieces. 
The master again was enraged, and the dogs 
were again severely beaten. I was sorely 
afflicted to find myself unqualified to discover 
this horrible and wicked conduct. Alas! said 
I to myself, in what age do i?e\\ve» wAVa.^\tfwsi 
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can we plaee confidence^ if tke guardian dutf- 
^ kerd$ tkomdoei become the wohfes ij 

Scipio. 

Your reflectionfl are ezcellentyBergance! but, 
tbe evil of wUchyoa speak,- with so much lively 
mdignatidnyis an evil withoot remedy. The 
best shepherd that a master can poambly have, 
18, td ginrd his flocks himself; and thus, eveiy 
master will be served well, because he vrill be 
hui own servant. Let ns leave the subject ihere^ 
tay dear Bei^anoe; and, without amusing our- 
sdves, by attempting to moralize to the end of 
ibe chapter, proceed with your own interestii^ 
history: I will attentively listen. 

Bebgance. 

I yield. I tdU you then, that finding myself 
constantly ill treated, without deserving it, I 
formed a design, like multitudes of great men, 
who cannot help it, to res^; to quit my 
sovereign shepherds, and search for another 
situation. I returned to Seville, and entered 
the service of a rich merchant. 

SciPio. 

And what means did you take, for so quickly 
finding new masters; for, it is generally a moat 
difficult pursuit? once out of place, it is not 
^t0[f fo get in again. 
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Bebgance. 

Yon know Scipio, that humility, which is the 
base and foundation of all other virtues, over^ 
comes the greatest difficulties. I practice this 
virtde when I search for service: no matter in 
what house, having first well considered, whe* 
it is a hoose, that can afford to keep a great dog. 
I place myself at the door; and when any 
one enters, who appears to be a stranger, I bark 
loudly at him; but, when the master enters, I 
put down my head; I lick his shoes with my 
tongue, and pay a thousand little attentions, to 
mariL,that I am at his disposal. If he kick me, 
i bear it; I even offer my caresses aftet that,, so 
that, in a short time, my services are accepted^ 
I serve honestly aild faithfully : I have never yet 
had a master, who has not, for these reasons, 
liked and protected me; and I can safely say, 
no one yet ever discharged me; I voluntarily 
resigned, and quitted their service. To resume 
my narrative. I returned to Seville, as I have 
already mentioned. I went and placed myself 
before the door of the great house of a merchant : 
I payed my customary cringing attentions, and 
i:^' two days, I became an inhabitant: they 
immediately made a courtier of me, hy putting 
a fine collar rotmd my neck-, they placed me as 
a guard, behind the door in the day time, and 
at nighty I was let loose. I fulKlied \)ckft^ ^>^i^ 
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yeiy faithfully, and, so satisfactorily to my 
master, that in a few dajrs, he promoted me, and 
gave orders, that I should be unchained, and 
left at liberty, in the day as well as at nights 

As I knew my master liked me, I was no 
sooner at liberty than I ran to him, with a 
grateful intention to caress him: I was on the 
point of affectionately putting my paw on his 
chin ; but, I suddenly desisted, recollecting the 
ass in the fable, endeavouring to imitate the 
lap^og^ by caressing his master in the same 
manner, drew upon himself severe blows, as 
thick as a hail shower. All are not favourites 
alike ! This apologue teaches us, that the same 
graces do not sit equally well upon all persons; 
moreover, every one ought to live, and to act 
according to the qualities of his disposition and 
his station in life: a buffoon mimicks witty 
things; a gipsy practises slight of hand; a 
morris dancer struts and gambols; a clown 
imitates the chirruping and whisUing of birds, 
and the squeaking of young pigs : — ^very well, 
this is all in character ! But, when a man of 
high rank in the state, and exalted dignity, \ 
prides himself on his skill in the performs^'':) 
of these fooleries, his conduct deserves a worse 
stricture than merely saying, it is absurd and 
out of character. He puts master, man and / 
heoBti^ oin a JeveL 
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Enough^ Bergaince : you have made a right 
comparison, and drawn a just conclusion. Do 
the same with your own adventures, to which 
let us immediately retujfn. 

Bergance. 

I wish, with all my heart, that all those lofty 
dignitaries of whom I speak, and to whom I 
allude, were present, and listening to me as yoa 
are ; it might lead to a wholesome alteration in 
their conduct and manners. When the higher 
classes of society set examples of morality, 
integrity and probity, becoming their birth and 
rank, their inferiors dare not trespass on those 
principles ; but, when the dignified archetypes 
of society study to ape buffoons, morris dancers, 
scaramouches and mountebanks, horse dealers 
and coach drivers ; human nature— daily obser- 
vation, forbids you to doubt, that the lower 
orders will assiduously ape their masters and 
superiors, and, by applying only their idle 
hours, soon excel in coarse imitation and noi- 
some practice : and the hereditary titles of Don, 
Seignor, Chevalier, become lowered to the 
familiar level of Jean, Jacques, or Sancho ; 
while politeness of courts will be uprooted by 
clownish vulgarity, and the classic langaa^4^ 
of the schools be forgotten in the %\%xx^ ^^ V2gl^ 
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fitableSf the pot-house, and the shambles. 
Surely, nothing can be so degrading to society, 
ab to, s^ a dignified Don playii^ the part of 
a festiTe juggle, and attempting to dance our 
celebrated chaconne as well as a hired, psofessed 
dancing master. Nay, I have known one of 
these Dons, who prided himself so much on his 
capering^ that, at the request of the sexton of 
« certain church, he capered, till he cut out of 
paper, thirty-two flowers, with which to orna- 
ment the pall, prepared for a citizen's funeral; 
and iso proud was this capering Don of his 
pre-eminent works, that he importuned his 
firiends to admire them, with more eagerness 
than if they had been the standards and escut- 
cheons designed on the monuments of his illus^ 
iarious ancestors. This is reversing human nature, 
not by violent revolution, but by studied de- 
liberate submission ; and when mastiers perform 
the offices of servants and hireUngs, they must 
be prepared to see servants and hirelings as 
deliberately and familiarly obtrude themselves 
into their rank and stations. A profane court 
is most dangerous to a king, and certain dis- 
graceful humiliation to his kingdom. I will 
now quietly return to continue my history in 
the service of the great merchant My master 
hid two sons, the one about twelve, die other 
fourteen years of age ; both of these youths 
>H»ne BtadentA JEtt the college of Jesuits. They 
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went daily to the college in great state; that is 
to say» when the weather was fine, on beantiful 
horses ; in a handsome covered carriage, when 
it rained. A tutor constantly attended them, 
and two or three well-liveried footmen followed, 
carrying their books. But, my great astonish* 
ment was, that the father of these boys did not 
assume the rank and style which he made them 
support; for, whenever he went out on his 
mercantile concerns, he was simply mounted 
on a little sorry mule, and attended only by one 
black Moorish servant. 

Scipio. 

This m^ chant's system ought not to surprize . 
you: it is the custom of all the merchants of 
Seville, and even of all the little villc^es of 
Spain, to display their wealth, in the magnifi- 
cence of their children. They will continue 
their ancient business habits, however abundant 
their riches, in order to acquire still greater 
wealth. And, it would be extremely absurd, 
whilst they followed commercial pursuits, were 
they attended by a regular suite, and frequented 
the exchange with equipages as splendid as the 
first rank of nobility, however better they could 
afford it. But, with respect to their children, 
as they are desirous, that they should rise higher 
than themselves, and as they generally purchaa^ 
for them e»tateB and titles, tlie^ a.^ ^V ^>^(:a^ 
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ing tbem in the mme style as the children of 
the nobility, and Yery often with greater eclat. 

Bebgance. 

I do not so much object to that ; for, it is 
natonJ to a fether to wish to see his children 
rise in rank and conditicm, particularly when 
it does not prejudice others. 

SciPio. 

Very tme^ Bergance ; but, be you convinced, 
that it is an uncommon thing in our country 
to see a merchant, without practising imposi- 
tion upon those who deal with him, able to start 
up, so rapidly, as to obtain knighthood for his 
children, and purchase ennobling dignity, and 
rank, and estates, to support these purchases. 

Bergance. 
Scipio, Scipio, surely this is evil speaking * 

SciFio. 

Not so much evil speaking, as you suspect ; 
I fear you will find it but too true. But, this is 
a disagreeable subject ; let us drop it, and pro- 
ceed with our history. 

Bergance. 

One day when the sons of the merchant were 
gone to the' college, I peccew^ one of their 
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books, carelesdly dropped in a passage through 
which they had passed. As I had learnt to 
carry, I immediately took the book, and fol- 
lowed the gentlemen. The footman,- who had 
let it fall, no sooner saw it, than he tried to 
take it from me, under pretence that I should 
tear it ; but I was not in a humour to surrender 
my charge ; I ran towards the proper class in 
the school, entered, and presented it to the boy 
to whom it belonged. This created a general 
laugh throughout the school ; the master him- 
self, who was attentively reading, like all the 
rest, could iiot withstand this adventure, and 
considerably relaxed his austere gravity. This 
so delighted my young. masters, that they re- 
quired me, to repeat the same thing ike next 
morning, when they prepared to return to the 
college. I did so, and they made me repeat it. 
often afterwards ; from which I experienced iso 
misfortune. The scholars liked to be amused, 
and, seeing that I was full of merriment, they 
began to play with me; they threw about their 
hats and caps for me to fetch ; I did so, and 
regularly delivered them back again: they 
made me leap and jump; they made me stand 
on my hind feet ; the little ones were put on my 
back; in fine, whether well or ill, I played a 
thousand monkey tricks for their diversion; 
and they were so delighted with my yario^a& 
inventions and agilitieSi that ike^ ^^^ "oi^ ^\SX^ 
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all the niceties ibey had. I {Mtssed my time 
myself most pleasaiitly* and Uved luxuriously ; 
hit, this cloudless life was too pleasant to last. 
The sefaool-master perceiyed, that the scholars 
lost tod much time. with me, and, in fact, that 
ihey were more attentive to my gambols than to 
their own books, and consequently, my young 
masters were forbidden to bring me to the 
college 'any mchre. That order was implicitly 
obeyed; I was condemned to watch the house; 
but what is worse, I lost my promotion ; Uke 
a knight errant I was degraded, and again 
chained behind the doot during the day, as I 
had been on the first day of my service, maugre 
all my manifold merits. Ah ! Scipio, my fnend ! 
how difficult it is, to change from a life of hap- 
piness to a life of misery ! Nothing ever 
mortified me more than this, my late humilia* 
tion* There is nothing in being merely unhappy. 
When you have always been so ; all who are 
born poor, or slavei^ endure their condition 
without complaining; they bear their fetters 
without murmuring; they never knew the value 
of riches or liberty ; habit reconciles all things, 
and custom becomes a second nature. Hence, 
so many beggars^ and so many slaves, fat, 
contented, ^and happy. But, when adversity 
and misfortune displace prosperity, it is of all 
calamities, to which we can be exposed, the 
mast severe md inauppottebte. This was a 
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severe trials of which I am an example^and to 
which I have been obliged to sobmit. I silently 
returned to my original situation ; but, instead 
of the delicacies with which I had been fed^ 
I was obliged to content myself with fleshless 
bones, thrown to me by a female slave, belong- 
ing to the house ; and even, of this scanty 
portion, they took away a part, to feed two 
great cat84 who, besides being very nimble, 
were not tied up like myself, incapable of 
running farther than the length of my chain. 
Do not find fault with me, Scipio, and permit 
me to philosophize a little on this very serious 
subject. ..- .^, fi 

^ Scipio. 

Philosophize as much as you please, Ber* 
gance, but, take care, you do not Ml into the 
same error with which you so lately reproached 
me ; take care, that this desire to philosophize 
be not an ardent desire, to exercise an evil 
spirit For, it is certain, that philosophei^, 
whilst pretending to expose vice, incessantly, 
unfeelingly, and immercifolly slander. 

Bbrgance. 

I acknowledge, that all mankind, whether phi« 
losophers or not, have a great ^opensity to speak 
evil of others ; such is the depraved disposition 
appej^ning to human nature. Bwl,lNq\&.^\xv:(i^ 
haj;^ to abstain > if, unfoTt^xn^t^Vf , \iq^^s^^\ 
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any expression should esdeipe me in the course 
of my recitals^ which shall bite the feelings of 
any one, as a punishment of myself, I will so 
severely Mte my own tongue, that it shall serve 
as a perpetual remembrance of correction. 

Scipio. 

I admire your amusing resolution, Bergance^ 
believe me ; but, continue your recital. 

Bergance. 

WiDingly, my dear Scipio ; it is due to your 
unwearied attention; and I could wish, that 
even the most sensible part of mankind would 
take a useful lesson from your patient example. 
Much valuable precept is lost for want of 
sedate attention, and many important doctrines 
destroyed, by impatient interruptious. To 
continue : — As I was idle during the day, and 
all that I knew rushed into my mind, I recol- 
lected some Latin sentences, which I had 
heard pronounced when I accompanied the 
sons of my master to college. It occurred to 
me, while I ruminated on them, that they 
would somewhat console me for my disgrace ; 
it struck me even, that I might derive advan- 
tage from them on appropriate occasions, full 
as much as if I had spoken them with perfect 
knowledge, and applied them technically, not 
like xoaay persons who mutter scraps of Latin 
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every moment^ in hopes of appearing learned,. 

but who, notwithstanding, know not how to 

decline a noun. 

Scipio. 

Certainly, there are persons of this charac- 
ter ; but I by no means find so much fault 
with them as with another class, who, in truth, 
understand the Latin tongue perfectly well, 
but who constantly profane it ; that is to say ^ 
they abusively mix it in common discourse, 
even in ordinary communications, with laboring 
artisans ; often too, with the servants of their 
own household. This last class is much more 
intolerant than the other ; it would be just as 
proper to mix the barbarous language of Cbn- 
liicius, with the beautiful poetio sounds of 
Spanish, as to mix the language of the cannibal 
Africans with the Latin itself. 

Beboance* 

From what you say, then, it is to be con- 
cluded, that those who speak Latin, without 
understanding it, are not less ridiculous than 
those who understand Latin, and constantly 
use it before those who do not understand it. 

SciPio. 

They are equally ridiculous, no doubt, Ber- 
gance ; but I must warn you of another thin^^ 
that there are persons very claasvc^V] \^*drci^^> 
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mdispiitably great schplars, but who «re, never^ 
\tlieleB8y and as indispatably, great asses. 

Beboance. 

. Yon had only to apprize me of it; I am 
eqiially persuaded of the truth of the observar 
tion ; it is 4ot the Latin language which makes 
learned men; otherwise,: you might insist^ that 
all the ancient Romans were learned, because 
' ihe Latiii .wa^ their molJier tongue; and we 
know very well, that there were abundance of 
asses^ fools, and blockheads amongst them* 

Scipio. 

I feel nowi Betgance/ that we ar^ soomrgLag 
ihrotigh a vast portion of the World. Let dis- 
tafit regions rest a little ; day and night wiU 
successively visit fhem, without our interposi- 
tion ; and it would not be identifying the phi- 
losopher's stone, ^chre #e to waste the whole 
night in censuring; faults and fooleries, the 
continued process of which our discourse will 
not arrest ; for asses will be asses, and fools 
will be fools still, in defiance of the Latin arid 
Spanish languages, in spite of barbarism and 
cannibalism, and all their terrific atrocities. 
Begin, then, with your philosophy, for which 
you are so thirstily inclined. 

Bebgance. 

Begin to philosophiziQ ( I have alre»tdy done so. 
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In what? 

Bergance. 

In giving a hearty gripe to jpedants, who^ of 
all two-legged animals, are "die most tiresome, 
disgusting and contemptible ; baneful to soci- 
ety, and mischievous to themselves. . : 

Scipjo« 

You, then, bring slander under the denomi* 
nation of philosophy! Faith, give to evil 
speaking any fine name you please ; if we 
continue in this strain we shall become teal 
cynics. The denomination will exactly suit 
us : be silent then, Bergance, on this subject* 
I advise you, and go on with your history. 

Bergance. 

How can jovl expect me to proceed^ and 

yet be silent? 

SciPio. 

I wish you to proceed without amusing your- 
self with useless digressions; keep the strait 
line ! the strait line as long as you are honest ! - 

Bergance. 

I honor the strait line, and shall adopt your 
plan. The Moorish female slave, already 
mentioned^ endeavoured to encieaae VK^ m\^^Tj 
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of my life as much as possible, although I had 
already a sufficient load, by being chained 
behind the door. This hideous woman con- 
trived to form an attachment to the Moorish 
servant, who, sus well as herself, was also a slave 
in the howe of this great merchant, my master. 
This black man slept in a small room between 
the street door and the door behind which 
I was chained ; as they could not meet in the 
day time, they contrived it at night. The wo- 
man regularly descended the stairs every night; 
as she passed, she gave me a large piece of 
meai, to silence my barking, and went in search 
of her negro. This intercourse lasted a consi- 
derable time, during which I did not offer any 
interruptions, . because it produced me advan- 
tage. But, finally, reflecting that I was fed 
with the provisions of a master whom I betrayed 
by my bribed silence, I felt that I ought to 
prefer his interest to my own, in arresting the 
further progress of this base corruption ; and, 
in doing so, that I should only perform the 
ordinary duty of a good servant. My conscience 
stnote me, and I could not help considering 
every boon that I received, beyond my master's 
allowance, to be nothing short of criminal 
contrivances to cover guilt. 

SciPio. 
This, indeed^ my dear Bergance, may pass 
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for philosophy ; and it really is so, tmleas cor- 
ruption> bribery and robbery, are real virtues. 

Bergance. 

I am truly rejoiced at your admission. 6u<;, 
before we proceed to further philosophical 
discussion, I wish to learn from you, Scipio, if 
yon c€m teach me, the eacact signification of the 
termpAtbsopAy; for, to say the truth, though I 
often use it myself, I avow, that I do not know, 
what the term — -philosophy — means ; I only con- 
jecture, that it means something very great afid 

very good. 

Scipio. 

I will instruct you. Philosophy is a term 
composed of two Crreek words, which joined 
together, signify, the virtue of wisdom. 

Bergance. 

You seem to know a great deal, more than 
I gave you credit for, Scipio! who taught you 
the meaning of these two Greek words? 

Scipio. 

Why! you are a downright simpleton, Ber- 
gance, to conclude that I am learned, because 
I know the meaning of two Greek words, 
known to every little school-boy, and taught in 
the lowest classes of every school: hence it is, 
there are so many iguoTant ^et%QXL%> ^^^ 
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presume themselyes to be good Grecians^ 
because they know the etymology of a fewGreek 
words in common use in the public schools. 

Bergance. 

I believe it, Scipio ; and I judge therefrom of 
the saytngs of the Portuguese when they first j 
trafficked to the coast of Guinea, although they jj 
knew no more of the Greek language than of J 
the language of Japan ; they headlong threw ' 
into their dealings, at every instant, some 
barbarous Greek word, which so stupified and 
stultified the poor ignorant negroes, that they 
immediately submitted to any rules of traffick 
the Portuguese interestedly enjoined; that is 
to say, under the darkness of this imposing 
jargon, and corporal infliction, they suffered 
themselves to be openly and ruinously cheated, 
and, subsequently, imprisoned and enslaved. 

SciPio. 

It is, at this very moment, Bergance, thai . 
conformity to your own pledge, you ouj ' ■• 
severely to bite your own tongue, and lay do^ ' 
your first memorandum for future recoUectici 
and adherence! for, your slander is intolerable, 
and all your excuses inadmissible. 

Bergance. 
NevertheleBSf I shall waive the inamvemem 
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Mremony. And, I call to my recollection, at 
his flMment, the wise example of an ancient 
egtfllator. He had prohibited, upon pain of 
leath, the entrance of any person into any 
iMembly, armed with any kind of weapon. 
)iie dmy, he, thoughtlessly, entered the senate, 
'oigetting that he had a sword on: it was 
lointed out to him, and, on the instant, he 
Irew his sword, and run it through his own 
K>dy, saying, I am the first to violate the law 
irhich I myself made, and it is but just, that 
[ ihonld submit to the penalty which I attached 
o it» and should, on the same righteous 
srinciple, have rigidly exacted from any other 
Ander. This conduct was noble, my dear 
Scipio, undoubetdly, and worthy of pait ages; 
nity this noble doctrine vdll not suit the present 
imes. In this age, laws are solemnly made one 
lay, ind sportively broken the next. Men in 
lower do not think it becoming, to regulate 
lieir conduct in conformity to established laws : 
lie laws are idly fixed and obstinately station- 
iry ; say then our conduct is fluctuating' 
nomentarily varying and changing like the 
ihades of the camelion, and therefore, we must; 
lad they do make laws, justifiably, consonant 
ao their conduct; and perhaps, it is necessary, 
ikat uncertain things should be so tolerated. 
Look to the result. To day, a sinner readily 
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abandons one vice; to-morrow, he voluntarily 
adojpts another. It is one thing to eulogiw 
discipline^ another to conform to it: in a wor^ 
to use the common expression, from ** the st^fin^ 
to the doing, there is a long course to run, a grem^ 
deal of ground to be covered" Let those bit! 
their tongues who fancy it; for my p«r«- 
sincerely philosophizing, I shall not be guiltf', 
of so unworthy a deed; I will not set thiri 
ignorant world so dastardly an example! I aa. 
resolutely determined, not to be such an idlt 
conforming fool, as this ancient law given 
serious imitation of him, would be outrageoui; 
libel in me! besides, of what use could 8ucjl|^ 
a devoted praise-worthy action be to me ? who^ 
here, without witnesses, have, consequeiitl]fS 
nobody to praise me! 

SciPio. ' 

■•• 

On this reasoning, Bergance, were you a mai^i 
you would be a consummate hypocrite, sincfc 
you, in fact, confess, that you would not perfonfe 
any commendable action, without the prospeofc 
of being applauded for it. 

Bergance. 

  • 

I do not know, what I should do, then, it 
I were a man, as you suggest : but, I well knoivi^ 
that, to day, I shall spare my tongue, for, I haii 



CONVERSATION OF TWO DOGS. XQq 

« great and laudable demand for it, having yet, 
solemnly to detail to you, many very interesting 
eventsof my life. 

SciPio« / 

WeU, my dear friend, let me hear thenu You*^ 
know, full well, the high value I set on benefit- . 
ing by your experience. 

Bergance. 

To proceed. I will tell you, then, that 
growing weary of the shameful intercourse 
between the Moor man and Moorish woman, 
and the injuries menaced to my kind master, 
like a good and faithful servant, I resolved to 
break it. The Mocmsh woman descended every 
night, as I have already informed you, to join 
her sable companion; and she did so, without 
the least fear, presumptuously imagining, that 
what she had occasionally purloined, to bestow 
on me, would inevitably silence me, for the 
remainder of my whole life: in truth, to my 
reflecting shame, she had kept me silent for 
a very long time, for I was obliged to feel, that 
I had ** the ox upon my tongue.** 

SciPio. 

What language do you speak to me, now? 
what do you mean by " the ox upon your 
tongue?** 

VOL. I. 1 
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Bergance. 

My dear friend^ I did not suspect^ that you 
fi¥ere so very ignorant: I only gingle a very old 
rpcoFerb in your ears, which, if you do not 
ydteady, it is yery uacessaiy, you should w^ 
understand. The Athenians* whose scholastk 
maxims regulated all Europe, had the figure (^ 
an ox engraved on their coins; and, when a 
judge allowed himself to be corrupted by 
pecuniary piresents, the common saying was, 
tdMit he hiid '*the ox upon his tongue'^ 

Scipio. 

With what view do you introduce this pro- 
verb here? 

Bergance. 

With intent to shew you, that presents corrupt 
even the but people \ and I am a living, avowed 
example. Whilst the black female slave gave 
ine, in my famished condition, a larger quanti^ 
of food than ordinary, and, oftentimes, the very 
meest pieces, I carefully avoided barking, and 
alarming the house, a& became my watchfiil 
station and especial trust: so that I, corruptly, 
sacrificed my duty and my master's confidence, 
and countenanced her crime, by my forbearing 
connivance. Evidently, I had the "or up(m 
my tongue.^* 



SciPio« 

The criminal power you assign to presents, is 

imquestionably correct, and poisonous; and, 

was I not apprcfhensive, of m^ing too long a 

digression from your interesting and instruct* 

ing history, I could confirtn the serious and 

important truth, by a thousand instances o^ 

fiery mischiefs; but, I must reserve myself, if 

heavefh continue to us the use of speech, until 

your invaluable narrative be finished, and I can 

Opportunely relate my adventures: m fBe 

interim, I think the disclosure of the long list of 

fkcts, of corruption, venality, baseness, and 

consequent misfortunes and miseries, whicU 

have regularly come to my knowledge, will 

easily satisfy you, that they are only a very 

inferior part of a growing system of outrage and 

enormity, which, soon or late, will overturn the 

best founded states, and violently convulse the 

whole world, when every vestige of confidence! 

between man and man will be obliterated, and 

brotherly attachment be reduced to a deceitful 

dream. 

Bbroance. 

I hope you will be permitted to verify your 
intention : it will be a sacred debt due to me, 
when my narrative is concluded; and I shall, 
punctually, call upon you to do honour to your 

l2 
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pledge : in the mean time, attend to the regular 
termination of mine. 

One evening, when the Moori^ slave came 
down stairs, as usual, I suddenly seized her, but 
did not bark, lest I should alarm the house. 
In my gripe, I [not only tore, her clothes, but 
I bit her so severely, that she was confined to 
her bed for eight days, and did not dare to 
speak of it, le^t she should betray her own 
iUicit nocturnal adventures. When recovered, 
she came another night, and I received her, ii^ 
the same gracious and humane ipanner, As 
may be imagined, our bfittles were secretly and 
#lyly fought, as both of us had crimes to hide, 
though I always came off conqueror. This, 
however just apd true, in the end, made me the 
deadly sacrifice. T)iis vindictive wrathful 
woman, whose department it was to feed me, 
suddenly deprived me of my ordinary pittance, 
and resolvea to be revenged on me, by contriv- 
ing, that I should die of famine. I was already 
become so thin and weak, that my evidently 
starved condition excited the pity of every body 
who came to the house; they wondered how 
any animal, under the roof of such a rich 
merchant, should be so pinched and neglected. 
But, this black tigress, by depriving me of all 
food, laid her account of killing me by inches^ 
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the extent of her diabolical revenge, tiius, 
embracing the additional cruelt;^ of a lingering 
death; but, catching some chance bits and 
scraps, which the commiseration of visitors and 
passengers occasionally bestowed upon me, I 
was not so instantaneously put out of her way, 
as the pleasure of my implacable enemy had 
boldly calcidated. She, therefore, farmed 
other designs to expedite my death; and, for 
that purpose, when famished and sorely droop- 
ing for want, she threw before me, a sponge well 
fried in butter, concluding, that like one 
ravenously hungry, I should instantly seize and 
swallow it; but, I quickly perceived the snare 
laid for me, and, though so nearly exhausted 
with fiimine, I only cautiously sucked the 
sponge, carefully avoiding to swsdlow it. Thus 
embarrassed about my destiny, I was in the 
most distressing perplexity, for every thing is to 
be dreaded from offended revengeful woman. 
I was now fast approaching death. Suddenly^ 
one day, by the greatest good fortune possible, 
I had the happiness to find myself unchained. 
Be assured, I did not foolishly hesitate, as to 
pause to consider the parol of honor, and neglect 
the proffered opportunity of escape, by formally 
taking leave. I speedily gained the street; 
sweet hberty invigorated me with competent 
strength, and I coi^dently availed myself of it; 
and happily, before I had )piocft^^<&^ \s^sdsc>) 
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hundred steps, I most unexpectedly fouiid a ne# 
master. This was a seijeant, an intimate friend 
of my first master, Nicholas, the butcher. The 
Serjeant readily recollected me, althoughreduced 
to skin and bone, and a perfect skeleton. He 
called me by my name: I joyfully ran te him^ 
widH my usual caresses, and followed him, with 
retj great delight. Consider, Sctpio, tii4 
chequered whimsicality of my life: I was in the 
service of a rich merchant, whose house for- 
nished spare food in abundance, where I had 
served amongiBt other duties, during a term; 
as a diligent scholar, and was now so far fiadlen^ 
a» to be compelled suddenly to e.nlist, as a recnnt 
in a marching regiment, like many a forloiii, 
desperate, wretched being, for the sake of food 
sufficient to preserve natural existence. 

SciPio* 

So t^ogs thi world, my dear Bergance ! bu<^- 
you ought not to imagine, that it is a greater 
misfortune to serve one master than another f 
that ought to be a very immaterial considera* 
tion to all who are obliged to sustain a life of 
servitude. There are two sides to every 
question; and much to be considered on this 
occasion. I have no patience with the presump-^ 
tion of a certain class of people, who have never 
lared, or hoped, to aspire to a higher situation 
B life than that o{ a «%&bte hoy^ or serving 
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majif and yet are fnll of grumblings anii dip^ 
contents, at the &ncied hardship of their fatew 

Bebgance. 

I anderstand. ]ro«» Sciinoi the whole world i^ 
bat an irsegiilar comedy^ full of difficulties^ 
niicertamtiesy vpe and dowti^. I^ us leave 
these discontented nngratefiil hirelings to them- 
selves, and proceed wxlh'my recital. 

The Serjeant, of whom I have spoken, was 
tile . intimate friend of an attorney, and tfaia 
attorney imd he associated wttii two .pretty 
littie women, full of cunning, art and intrigu^,- 
and of uAjpairalleled efirontery. Thes& two 
i^Kwting women used tiiese two happy male 
associates, as fish-faookis, to draw strangers and 
stragglers into their nets. Theb mnniiers, their 
dresses, and, particnlarly, their modes of Adju»lh 
ing tbem, clearly unmasqued . their characteis« 
You saw them, daily, hunting strangers; and) 
whenever any one fell into their snares, they 
immediately sent to i^prize, either the attorney, 
or the Serjeant, who never failed to be, aeci^ 
dentally, forthcoming, for this regularly planned 
surprize, and to fleece the bird so ensnared 
into their cage, of its last feather. 

Colinda — ^this was the name of the mistress of 
the Serjeant, one day seduced a BteX»iv\aV^^^ 

14 
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habitation of a woman^ who kept a public 
house. My master had^ by express^ immediate 
intelligence of it, and accompanied by the at- 
torney, two recruits, and myself, under pretence 
of, fortuitously, surprizing them, repaired to the 
house. The Breton was severely distressed; 
Colinda affected to be so; the serjeant, who 
pretended to be outrageously angry at the 
conduct in which he had detected them, told 
them, in stem language, that they must dress 
themselves, as quickly as possible, if they did 
not mean to be carried, without clothes, to 
prison. The Breton, confounded and perplexed, 
stood petrified: the attorney, pretending to 
commiserate his distress, persuasively inter- 
G^ed, and played his part so well, by successful 
solicitations to the outrageous and inflexible 
Serjeant, that the serjeant, at length, allowed 
himself to be softened down, and yieldingly, 
consented to let the terrified Breton off, on the 
very reasonable condition of his paying the 
trifile of one hundred reah. The Breton, 
delighted at not being dragged to prison, and 
to get out of the scrape, on such easy terms, 
called for his breeches, which he had placed on 
a chair, at the foot of the bed, in the pocket of 
which was his money; the breeches were not 
to be found, and, simply, by this little accident. 
Half famished, when I entered the room, I 
smelt a most savoury odour, which quite regain 
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me, and which, I soon found, proceeded from 
these breeches; it proved to be a delicious* 
piece of ham, which the Breton had carefully 
stuffed into one of his pockets. As I could not 
draw the ham out, without being perceired, 
I quickly took breeches and all, and carried 
them into the street, where I instantly set at 
liberty as much of my prey as completely 
satisfied me, so that I contriTed to make a most 
hearty meal. On my return to the room, I 
found the Breton, in his barbarous jargon, most 
loudly Tociferating for the restoration of his 
breeches, in one of the pockets of which, he 
said, he had fifty golden crowns. The attorney 
imagined, that either Colinda, or the recruits, 
had taken the money, and the serjeant thought 
the same« They rigidly examined the parties 
separately, and insisted on knowing the truth. 
They all positively swore, they knew funking of 
the matter'^ and, they might very safely do so, 
for, here, I knew them to be very correct. I 
returned, instantly, to the street, in search of 
the breeches, with which, my hunger relieved, 
I had nothing more to do, and had, therefore, 
lefl them. But somebody else had, for the 
breeches were unfortunately gone. The serjeant 
in despair, at finding the Breton's money all 
gone, and fearing, that he should not find a 
recompence for his trouble, now de\/eT«i^^^\A 
indemnify bim»elf, by extortmg aoTa^\)b^Tv<^^^' 
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the mistredi) of tbe houw, and, with: this 
mtention> he BumtnoAed her to appean Shir 
shortly did, hiat only half-dressed, and Tery[ 
angry, at beholding faces, which she wouU 
gtadly have avoided at such an hour, and wild 
were already beginning to dispose of eyeiy 
thiiiginoBt valuable in her room. The seijeantj 
without preface, desired her to go and Areis 
herself and follow them to prison, as she kept 
a disorderly house, and was in die habit of 
receiving improper company* The hosten; 
contemptuously, stared him in the face, said 
answered him, with a scoff, for daring to hold 
such defamatory language of her, and hei 
house. 60, friend, said she, take yourself oC 
without further slander, if you do not m^an^ 
I should reveal a history, which it is muchmord 
your interest to keep perfectly concealed: I 
know you w^II; I know Colindaalso; and! 
well know, that you havte a perfect understands 
ing, and a common interest together! Do not 
provoke me to furdier exposition, and im- 
mediately return, to - this honest man,, th* 
nioney of which you have robbed him, ' in a 
most barefaced scandalous manner! As to 
myself, r would have you to know, that I aid 
It woman of honour, and that however poor we 
inay be, I have a husband, who has letteis of 
nobility, with all its hereditary rights and 
priTiieges. Thank Go&l 1 ^;iaax w} \tf«i£iD«yA 
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in the befit maimer I can ; but, I gain il, as 
a respectable woman; and I do not feel myself 
obliged to know, wlu^ passes in the apartments 
of my hdgen. My master and the attorney 
were very much astonished to find this hostess 
was so well acquainted with their (Characters' 
and conduct. Yet aware, that it was from hef 
only, they could now hope to draw any 
advantage, they endeavoured to frighten her, 
and pretended, that they should drag her to 
prison. It was shocking to hear the tremendous 
oaths of my master, in support of his threats! 
The hostess roared like a mad woman; the 
Breton continued to vociferate for his breeches; 
the attorney; in a storm of violent passion, 
upbraided Colinda, in the coarsest languagei 
with having, in the customary manner of hei^ 
scandalous way of li^ng, picked the pockets 
of the Breton, and robbed him of fifty golden 
crowns, which, he clamorously insisted, wem 
still in her possession. Colinda, passionately, 
retorted on the attorney, and, with a flood of 
tears, loudly maintained her innocence; the 
recruits swore, that, if the money was not 
produced, they would set fire to the house; 
and /, that I might not be the only silent, idle 
spectator, barked with all my lungs and throat! 
To be sure, there never was such a hell u^oxi 
earth ! In short, the uproar waft so tteTEkfexAwoA* 
that ^e magistrate of the dWia\on)\\i^XLyiviSsI\Ti^ 
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by, insisted upon enquiring into the cause of it 
The moment he entered^ the hostess related 
eve^ thing that had passed; she discovered to 
him, the system of conduct pursued by Colinda 
and the seijeant; and the constant schemes 
which they daily practiced, for decoying and 
robbing strangers : she protested^ at the same 
time, her own perfect innocence^ throughout 
this affair; and^ loudly, extolling the high rank 
of her husband, ordered a servant maid, who 
had followed her into the room, to go and 
search for the letters of his nobility. You will» 
thence, judge, said she, whether a woman^ of 
Buch high connexions, can be capable of 
rendering her dwelling-house discreditable! 
If I receive strangers to lodge in my house, it 
is, because, in these difficult times, when 
exaction and extortion are afloat, and a den of 
hungry avaricious tax-gatherers successively at 
the door, that I am compelled to do so, as the 
means of obtaining a livelihood, and keeping 
those odious and insolent marauders out of my 
house. Moreover, you well know, that all pro- 
fessions, however humble, are reputable, while 
honestly conducted, and especially, when sanc- 
tioned as honourable, by the state being Me cAi^ 
and most interested copartner. The commissary, 
tired with the distracting vociferation of this 
jbeavy-tongued woman, and, particularly, with 
the jreiterated gentility of \vet \i\^^xA» %^^ v^ 
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hostess^ were conducted to prison withoni 
commiseration. Some time afterwards, I heard, 
that the Breton never recovered his fifty crowns, 
that it cost him ten more, in fees, to get out of 
prison, and that the- hostess was charged the 
seone^Biim: but, as to the alluring Colinda, she 
had aiiAmber of friends in court, and her release 
did not, thierefore, cost her a single sol. She 
even entrapped, in the very hour of her libera- 
tion> a thoughtless sailor, with more money 
than management, who amply recompensed he^ 
for the trouble and disappointment experienced 
from the Breton. You will allow me, my fnend 
Scipio, said Bergance, now to speak in defence 
of myself, so far as to place in your recollection^ 
that the refinement of my nose, the delicacy of 
my palate, and my ravenous appetite, though all 
very natural, perhaps, in my starving condition, 
imperatively commanding, in this case created 
a multitude of very unintentional evils, without, 
in righteous interpretation, subjecting me to the 
charge of criminality. Nearly famished, I inr 
stinctively, resorted to the nutritious means, so 
unexpectedly presented, to satisfy craving 
hunger, as I should have resorted to a public 
river- to alleviate parching thirst: thus, the 
appropriate use of the Bretbn's piece of pocketed 
ham, surely, could not be a crime, punishable, 
for the accidental creation of so many evils. 
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CriiBe! no, Bergance; you intended no crime; 
Providentially, to preseire life, the trusted 
treasure of God, can never be a crime in tlie 
sight of God and nature, however, ** savage man, 
** clothed in sumnuay vioUme,^ may, most 
unfeelingly, and unnaturally, vrilfully ordain 
otherwise. Seizing and appropriating the ham, 
under the acute influence of pinching want, to 
the relief of nature, was unquestionably natural 1 
nature spoke within you, Bergance: nature 
imperatively dictated, and you, Beigance, 
imperatively obeyed the impulse of nature! 
Your prompt submission to all craving appetite, 
had no new merit, either in new discovery or 
new intention: there was nothing in it of 
originality; it derived its undeniable authority 
from the unquestioned custom and uniform 
practice of the old world ; custom, as ancient 
as the creation and time itself: nothing of new 
conception and artificial fabrication; it was the 
veherated, happy straight line of old Time 
himself, as undeniable, as if he had presented 
bis fatal scythe without the all-destructive 
blade. The Almighty Father of the Universe, 
on whose sacred fiat rest all things, never com- 
manded life, for the support and protection of 
which, he did not cotemporaneously^ unbouxvi- 
edly provide. This is the ceXe^^^iL c«^\axkV.^S 
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enduring terrestrial purgatory; and nature^ 
under high heaven's august and eternal decree, 
thus sanctions every living creature, in claiming 
maintenance, competent to the support, pro- 
pagation and preservation of its species, to 
which it is not less entitled, than the most 
powerful tyrant man, surreptitiously possessing 
extensive territory, and, arbitrarily exercising 
/lordly dominion. Mankind are equals by 
; nature, and, all alike entitled freely to partake 
of the bountiful distributions of all prolific 
Providence! I repeat, Bergance! I hold you 
unreservedly abjured firom all imputation of 
crime, for having, in your hunger, devoured the 
Breton's ham. There was merit in preserving 
the first work of the creation. Rather impute 
all the consequent evils, manifold as they were, 
which your natural mea;l of the ham produced, 
to the consummate knavery of your base 
predatory master, whose ordinary profligacy 
dragged the ham under the very inviting 
temptation of your irresistible famishing 
hunger. 

Bergance. 

Since you give to my master's conduct, the 
fiill and meritorious credit of knavery, I must .. ' 
relate many similar tricks of this serjeant.— ' 
I am loth to speak disrespectfully of sejjeants 
and attornies'j they are flinty, merciless op- 
ponenta; corrupt and im^o^m^^ \\2a<jV!^\lV. ^oA 
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vindictive, avaricious, extortionate, and un- 
forbearing; insomuch, that if any one of these 
classes seizes the flap of your coat, the moat 
I prudent and safe defence against their professed 
friendly meaning, is either to cut off the flap, 
and leave that piece of insolvency in their 
hands, or throw off the whole coat, in the first 
instance of assail, and, thereby, surrender the 
lastpennyless hope of gratifying their inordinate^ 
expectations. But, the character of an hnfest 
historiax^«ii;mandd)sthe^i^dlAru7u:\>e unreserved 
in tie univereal cause of truth and justice. 

Scipio. 

You may safely be so, Bergancef In 
delineating the crimes of one Serjeant, and of 
one attorney, you do not attach vice to whole 
tribes and professions, and there must be 
exceptions to every general rule. 

Bergance. 

In the conduct of Serjeants and attomies, 
generally speaking, I fear, there cannot be 
a great many exceptions. But, to confine 
myself to my master; he was a serjeant of a 
very singular character, and prided himself on 
y^ • 3 unparalleled bravery. 

SciPio. 
That quality is seldom the fault of tlio^e &w 



This' 
it believ 
provOiff 

(liBCOVt- 

valuabl- 



beUa, 
g*^' ...,. 
sword f 
most s 

ted I. 

inso! 

bni\ 

don; 

im])l- 

BenJ- 

expcif. 

So will. 

contriva, 

Scipio ! 

Pursuing 1:- 
I saw this nil 
attack six desi 
did I see so n, 
"ndannted coura. 
<iangeis and immii. 




■»«>«»: if/ tried to ft,„.L *' 

«^,P«>ple whom theT hJ "f '"'* "'^^ 

* *° «npose on it? '--"'^••^»^-si 
!! »hodomo« Jr/-^^- tia* 









TS^i!***^ 





i 




l88 CONVEBSATION OF TWO DOOS. 

loiteringly through the streets of the town, fbr 
the purpose of exhibiting himself; and, I, 
formally and henAcaUy walked by his side. 
Bttty when the night set in, and darkneiB 
&voured his hidden designs, he cringing 
sneaked and skulked through little narrow bjf: 
streets and allies, to a house, in the remote 
skirts of the town, and joined the company ol 
(to my utter astonishment) the six robben 
against whom he had made such a pompous 
parade of desparately fighting. We found them 
all undisguised, and without any weaponiy 
carousing and making merry; and a great fiit 
man, the host of the house, holding a large 
bottle in one hand, and a glass in the other, in 
an attitude, ale-house like, exciting them to 
drink copiously and freely. They no sooner 
perceived my master, than they, as if by in- 
spiration, one and all, jumped up, and ran and 
scrambled, sedulous who should be the first 
to receive him with transports and expressions 
of joy, of which my tongue is not competent to 
convey a full description. They immediately 
drank six or seven rounds of bumpered glasses 
to his health, which my master accepted very 
&miliarly and joyfully. Were I to recount all 
the different conversations held during their 
supper, which was truly magnificent, the good 
fortune and successes of which they boasted, 
the cunning and tricks for which they extolled 
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themBelyes: if I tried to funuBk you with a 
list of their companioiis, every one of whom 
they mentioned by name, and to recite all the 
histories they furnished, of the infinite number 
of good people whom they had either robbed or 
duped, i should entangle myself in a labyrinth, 
from which I could never hope to be extricated. 
I soon ascertained, that the master of this house, 
whom they familiarly called by the name of 
Monopodie, was a regular associate, and kept 
his house for the reception of thieves, and that 
the desperate battle between this alguazil and 
his six stout companions, here festively assem- 
Ued, was nothing more than a pre-concerted 
deception to impose on the public. In fine, 
this brave Rhodomont paid for all the broken 
swords of which his six opposing firiends had 
been pugnatiously disarmed, and all the ex- 
peaces, not trifling, of this their luxurious, 
costly entertainment, which had been regularly 
ordered. Their feast lasted till dayrbreak. 
When my master retired from these, his sworn 
friends, they smothered him with embraces, 
and, to recompense him for this very handsome 
treat, they told him, that they had a wealthy 
capture to make in a particular place, which 
they accurately described to him. This was 
another chief robber, lately arrived from Flan- 
ders: they had discovered him, and schemed 
his distruction from envy, because, he had the 
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chart^cter of being more valiant than they ; oi; 
to speak plainly, he was a more determined and 
less Bcruptdous thief. My alguizil seized him 
the following night, unarmed, in his bed ; and 
he was wise in thiui tegulating his movemeiils 
by the old proverb, '' The early bird catcheth d$ 
" wormi" for, had this robber been prepared, 
and armed when attacked, I saw, by his moross 
and savage countenance, that he would bdI 
have quietly submitted to be taken. This new 
action certainly augmented my master's repu- 
tation for courage ; though, to repeat the truths 
he was a downright poltroon, and sustained hil 
fidse renown, not by heroic bravery in battle, 
but by dint of feasting and entertaining this 
amicable and friendly trained band of pretended 
enemies, his associate followers, in which he 
exhausted all the gains and perquisites of his 
office as alguazil, or the illicit traffic, which 
I have already so fully detailed. I am afraid 
I weary you, Scipio; but, have patience, I have 
yet to relate to you another extraordinary event, 
which happened to him, from which you may 
be induced to conclude, that it is not very 
difficult, as another proverb insists, — *' to shave 
*' an egg" 

Two thieves. having stolen a very fine horse^ 
at Antiquerra, led him to Seville, and, desirous 
of selling, him, without being exposed to dan- 
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ger, to ,8ccx>mplish that end, th^ deyi^ed a 
▼ery Gnrioua Btratagem. Tbcij lodged tbator 
selves in two different hotels^ VLod, on the same 
day, one of these thieves presented a memorial 
to the magistrate, in which he allied, that 
Peter Lohada owed him four hundred reals, 
which he had lent to him, as appeared by a 
note of hand, signed by himself, which he ex- 
hibited. The judge directed it to be ascertained, 
whether the note of hand was valid; and, if it 
was, that the debtor, the thief, who haid with 
him the stolen horse, should either discharge 
the debt by his goods, or in personftl sacrifice. 
My master, and the attorney, his fiiend and 
copartner in the breeches adventure, as before 
stated, were employed in the speculative ma- 
nagement of this arduous process, and they 
undoubtedly evinced ready and great diligence. 
They were conducted to the house of the 
pretended debtor, Lohada, who being officially 
interrogated, readily acknowledged, that he 
owed the sum written in the promissory note, 
the signature of which was in his hand-writing ; 
and, as he also openly avowed, that he was not 
then able to pay the amount in money, the 
conspiring parties verified the old proverb, 
" t/kMi a corrupt judge passes a quick sentence " 
tad, without further ceremony, they seized the 
hor^. Some days after, regular official process 
finished, the horse was exposed to ^^ublio ^^^^^ 
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and the unworthy soul of my master^ ha 
taken a great fancy to this fine animal^ i 
the moment he first saw him^ and who^ bj 
contrived artifices^ was the only bidder at 
sale, became the purchaser for the sum of 
hundred reals, although the horse was undo 
edly worth three hundred crowns at the It 
The thieves, like stationary furtive mice, ^ 
pilfering eyes aghast ! said not one word, ei 
the one or the other^ because, it was of 
utmost consequence to their safety, that 
horse should be quickly sold, no matter ^ 
the sum to be obtained. Thus, one of tl 
two thieves received a simi of money to wl 
he had no right, and the other, a formal ac(; 
tance, about which he was totally indiffen 
and my base master, the alguizil, on cl 
terms, obtained the horse, which provec 
fatal to him as the famous horse Sejc 
Equus had been to all his masters. 

SciPio. 

What is this horse Sejanus Equus, of wl 
you speak? 

Beroance. 

In a few words, I will give you the histor 
this horse, Sejanus, of which you appear tc 
ignorant. Sejanus was a horse which belonj 
to a Roman general, mmed Seius. Histori 
assert, that Sejanus was of the race of hoi 
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led by Herculeis to ArgoB, after he had killed 
Diomedes; king of Thrace. By a certain &. 
tality, off(y to ■be.attribnted.to thifl horse, every 
one of his owners lost all his property, and every 
member of his family, and himself, ultimately, 
came to an untimely death. Seius himseU^, 
the first reputed owner, was condemned to 
public execution. The consul Dollabella, Who 
purchased this horse, at the enormous price of 
two thousand three hundred and thirty crowns, 
being besieged atLaodicea, destroyed himself: 
Cassius, who besieged the city, and, after him, 
Anthony, both in turn possessed this horse, 
and boUi destroyed themselves. » To return to 
my narrative ; the plotting thieCP^s, terrified at 
this foul transaction of the horse, as you may 
suppose, he was no sooner sold, than they 
speedily decamped from Seville. At the end 
of three short days, my master, proudly riding 
on this horse, which he had completely newly 
caparisoned, stopped in the square of St Fran- 
cis, made him perform a variety of fanciful 
curvettings and spirited prancings, in the 
presence of a great concourse of people assem- 
bled around him. In the midst of the applauses 
which the multitude showered upon him, and 
the deceitful gratification of his own self vanity, 
at the very moment that, with one voice, the 
multitude declared the horse to be as much 
worth one hundred and fifty ducats, as ah ^ 
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l¥as worth a nuuBredi, two gentlemen sud^ealf 
came within the lines^ one of whom instantly 
exclaimed. Faith! here is Ironfoot, my horse t 
Four servBnts, who accompanied him, said the 
same thing, uttering reiterated shouts of joy. 
Our insolent horseman was very much discon^' 
certed and mortified ; he wished to expostulate, 
but their louder expostulations overpowered 
1dm: in a word, the gentleman so clearly 
proved hia right to the horse, that he obtained 
a decision in the unanimous voice of the mul- 
titude, and his horse, Ironfoot, was, with all 
proper order and ceremony, delivered up to 
him, by the delighted populace. The imposture 
was now discovered, and the whole city re- 
joiced, at the humiliating mortification of the 
overbearing, vulgar, marauding alguazil. His 
disgrace did not end here. The assessor, to 
whom he had so triumphantly carried the 
blades of the broken swords, being that evening 
on his tour of duty with the watch, had received 
intelligence, of some thieves who had assembled 
in. the suburbs of the town ; passing a cross 
road, he observed a man hastily running away; 
they ran after him; this was no less a person- 
age than my formidable master. The assessor, 
who saw me, and knew me, seized me by my* 
courtier's badge, my collar, and ordered me to 
run and catch the thief. Disgusted and pro- 
yoked, by the wicked and infamous conduct of 
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master, wKich exceeded all the blackest 
vices and tareachery.put together, that I had 
erer witaessed in all other senrices, I did noit 
stand in need of a repetition of the order^ 
I leaped upon him with such unsparing fury, 
that I threw him to the ground; and, if they 
had not forcibly taken me off, I should hare torn 
him to pieces without mercy, so base, so black, 
so perfidious was his conduct and character. 
Wretched,* indeed, must man be, when chgs 
feel outraged by their vices, and instinctively 
u^t punishment! I joyfiilly seized this in&- 
mous limb of judicial authority, with the 
determined gripe dictated by a heart full of 
just resentment. This was the righteous dic- 
tate of nature herself, and the sincere spirit of 
true philosophy. The recruits forced me to 
let go my hold, and would have killed me with 
dheir clubs, had not the assessor interposed his 
official forbiddance, declaring, that nobody 
ihould dare to touch me, as I had obeyed his 
Mders, like a faithful attendant of sacred ma^ 
^tracy. I cannot tell bow this proceeding 
terminated, as, fearful of some untoward official 
interference, but too commonly visiting the vir- 
tuous honourable man who performs his duty in 
loubtful times, I made my escape through a 
levity in the wall of the city, that very night ; 
md, before day-light appeared, reached Mari- 
leZf distant about five leagues {torn ^^x^^. 

K 2 
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My good stars readify again assisted me ; I fell 

in with a company of soldiers, amongst wlsni 

were four of the robbers, the fighting friends o 

the poltroon serjeant, my late infamous master 

one of these four was a drummer; they al 

knetr liie, and treated me very kindly ; bv 

the drummer paid me the most attention ; h 

Wfts one of my cotemporary recruits, and 

therefore, knew me better than the othen 

which induced him to caress me mof^ than Ih 

rest. For this reason, I particularly attache 

myself to him ; and, not knowing where to pD 

my head, I determined to follow him, carelesi 

whethier he went to Italy or to Flanders. Fo 

after all, notwithstanding the maxim the po< 

lays down, " Who goes a fool to Rome returi 

afool^^ I was well convinced there was nothin 

more advantageous than travelling. Travelliii 

enlightens the understanding, and polish< 

manners; instils knowledge imperceptibly 

almost with pur daily food; creates coni 

dence, and teaches a thousand little usefi 

customs and habits, of which we should 1 

ignorant throughout life, if confined to a sea 

however easy, at the fire-side ; or, in oth< 

words, '* making ourselves prisoners in our ou 

country,^' 

SciPio. 

What you observe is perfectly true, and p 
minds me of what I have heard said, by~ 
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master lonce^ired^ who was a man of strong 
mind and enlarged understanding : that tiie 
appellation of The Sage was given to the cele- 
brated Ulyato»|!becaiLse he had travelled over a 
great part of .the world, and carefully studied 
men, manntfers, and things, under different go- 
vernments, in different climates, thereby quali- 
fying himself to become an illustrious model, 
for the imitation of all mankind. I, therefore, 
cordially applaud your resolution to follow this 
drummer, even should he have led you to the 
end of the world. 

Bbroance. 
This drummer was a skilful juggler, and, as 
■he knew the extent of my capacity, fancied he 
could derive great profit from the exhibition of 
my talents, by running the rig of cheatery and 
imposition amongst those with whom he might 
have to deal. With this view, he taught me to 
dance, and to exhibit a thousand new monkey 
tricks, such as no other mind could ever have 
invented. The company moved by very short 
staged ;,jye were under a commissary, who, 
not very rigid in his discipline, did not harass 
us by fatiguing marches. The officers were all 
inexperienced young men ; the seijeants jolly, 
merry fellows ; and, as the company was full 
of low coarse vagabonds, they committed innu- 
merable insolent trespasses, in everY xVttajjgb 
through which we marched, Tlete^ \ \^^aroX.> 
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from mdancholy evidence, that war is a inoft 
dreadful scouige; and I seriously deplored the 
misfortune of those good princes, who ar^ 
obliged to maintain troops at all times, for the 
defence of their territories against the uncertain 
invasion of neighbouring and ambitious powers, 
ab generally speaking, and, indeed, it is but too 
often true, that such troops are infinitely moi^ 
forlnidable to their fellow subjects, and to their 
own tx>iuitry, than to their enemies. To resume 
my regular subject. — ' <"' * 

In the course of a fortnight, I had learnt a 
multitude of ingenious leaps and sprightly 
movements, which surprized and delighted, be- 
cause performed skilfully and opportunely. 
I darted thiough the air with so much velocity, 
that they might have fairly taken me for a 
Neapolitan courser; I ambled and curvetted, 
like a Spanish genet, fit to carry a pope, or, 
most certainly, a cardinal. I performed, in 
«faort, all the new inventions the drummer had 
taught me, with so much light and ^icjr agility, 
as to excite universal admiration. My mast^, 
this magical drummer, who gave me the jast 
and appropriate name of the learned dog, no 
isooner arrived at the place of our bivouac 
destination, for the evening, than he paraded 
through the streets, beating his drum, to notify 
to the public, tbat» at a. c^iV^dcoLV^xa^vck %^ch i 
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kouse« and at such a price, (wisdy legolatiiig, 
by the wealtii or poirerty of the placed ttej 
might iB^e a perfonttince of all my yarions 
accomplishments, of which he displayed a long 
tremendous cataloga0, apparently calculated to 
last a week instead of one evening. The inha- 
bitants ran to us in crowds, and every one 
retomed satisfied alid wonder-struck. My 
master completely triumphed, and amassed 
such a mine of wealth, as enabled him to sup- 
port himself, six of his comrades, and me, in the 
handsome style of princes. Remember, I W^ 
before a collared courtier : here came appanage. 

As it is very eaiy 'to extend and improve our 
own inventions, my master, seeing how well I 
imitated the Neapolitan coursers, had a little 
saddle and a little bridle made for me ; be also 
had made a little figure of a man, bearing a 
lance in his hand, and, under universal accla- 
mation, he mounted this Utile knight on my 
back, as if I had really been a little liviiig 
horse ; and, having taught me to run direct at 
a ring placed between two cudgels, in a very 
short time, I became qualified to run the ring 
in a very pretty, entertaining, and praise-worthy 
manner. I was perfect in this new and fashion- 
aUe accomplishment, when we arrived at Mon- 
ttUa, a town belonging to the celebrated maxq^% 
de Priego, chief of the Yio\&&e ol K.<^;i^ssx 

^^4 
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They quartered my master in the hospital^ at his 
particular request* Having made his usual 
advertisement, as they had already heard of my 
great fame in this village^ the whole yard and 
appendages of the hospital were filled with 
'impatient spectators in less than an hour, all 
willing to swear, from appearances, that they 
were going to witness the most minute verifi^, 
cation of all the magnified wonders they had 
heard. My master, like all public expectant 
managers, whether of a theatre, a fandango, a 
church, or a senate, was never happier, or in 
better spirits in his life ; and, to say the truth, 
owing to the great benefits which my skill and 
accomplishments produced, he had very excel- 
lent and valuable reason to be so ; the profits 
of this one evening alone, were so very consi- 
derable, that he began to fancy my feet 
contained nothing but Mexicos and Potosis; 
and that wherever I set foot on the ground, I 
deposited gold, silver, and diamonds, as plenti- 
fully as the fugitive ostrich scatters stones and 
sand. 

The overture of the entertainment was gene- 
rally opened by a few active exertions of agility, 
which he required me to perform within the 
boundary of a circle. Like all tactical com- 
mandants, he held a signal wand in his hand, 
.the wielding of which vras to i^^ate my 
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xnovem^its; when he lowered his wand, I iS^ and 
and capered, as instructed, according to\y and 
previously agreed on ; when he held it ered 
did not stir; I was still as an iron statue. Thlont 
first directions he gave me this day, a memordlbr^ 
ble day for me, if ever I had a memorable -da})oir 
were to this effect : Come, my friend, Gavelkmjsal 
jump ! for this old gentleman, whom you welh— ^-^ 
know, is the whole day blackening his whiskers, 
to make him appear youthful ; or, if you prefer, 
jump ! for this newly married marchioness, who 
can now think or speak of nothing but her high 
rank, because she has been a chamber-maid all 
her life, until this exalted Uft by marriage. 
I remained immovable and petrified as a stone. 
I see, said my master, these persons are not to 
your taste. Jump, then, for the bachelor, Passil^ 
las, who assures us, that he. has the honor to be 
inducted a licentiate without ever having taken . 
any one of the usual degrees of qualification ! ; I 
kept still more reservedly and demurely fixed. 
How is it, said my master, whence comes it that 
you will not jump at all ? Oh ! I understand yoi^, 
jump then for the wine of Esquivias, as famous 
as that of St. Martin and Rividavia ! he then 
lowered the wand, and I, obedient, soldier-like, 
as that was the moving signal, and not the 
preparatory flam, regularly jumped. Very well, 
said he, addressing himself to the assembly; do 
the very sensible performances of \]^« diQ^ traL\^ 
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of admissioiiy and present failure laid the sure 
foundation of future success, on an augmented 
scale of profit in proportion to disappointed 
and incneased curiosity. We postponed further 
performance till the next day, fixing the meetr 
ing at another hospital, promising to be free 
firom similar interruptions. The spectators 
went away, very angry, indeed, with the old 
woman; but they saw no remedy for the disap- 
pointment which she had occasioned, except at 
the next appointed meeting. We preserved, 
our aiccommodations, notwithstanding, very 
comfortably, in the hospital this night; and the. 
old woman, who was not really angry, : as you 
will finally see, meeting me alone in the street, 
said to me, smiling. Is it you, Montiel, my son ? 
Is it you, Montiel, that by chance I meet? 
I raised my head, on hearing this address, and 
stedfastly gazed at her, which she no sooner 
observed, than she came to me, with tears in 
her eyes, fell upon my neck, and embraced me 
most affectionately. The meaning of all ihh 
I could not comprehend. 

What I now have to say to you, my dear 
Scipio, I ought to have related at first, as it 
will be manifest to you, that you ought not to. 
be j90 much surprized as you otherwise might 
have been, at our having the use of speech and 
x»9^0B^ and the following conversation with 
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this old woman^ will a£fbrd you ample reasons 
for this opinion. 

Listen, Montiel, my child, said the old wo- 
man to me ; follow me, . until I reach my 
chamber, that you may know the way hereafter; 
and contrive to see me, this night, quite alone ; 
I will leave the door open for you, as .1 am 
anxious to reveal to you a number of extra- 
ordinary things, with which it is greatly your 
interest to be fully acquainted. I lowered my 
head, in token of obedience, which confirmed 
her in the opinion, that I was this very Montiel, 
whom she had so long anxiously sought, as she 
subsequently informed . me. I waited, very 
impatiently, for the evening, burning . with 
curiosity, to know what important matters she 
had to disclose ; and, as I began to surmise, 
notwithstanding her professions to the con- 
trary, that she was a sorceress, I certainly 
expected from her disclosiii^ tblnake wonderfid 
discoveries. The night at length arrived, and 
I found myself alone with her in her chamber, 
which was very narrow, very low, and lighted, 
only by a small dim fading lamp. The old 
woman trimmed her lamp as soon as I appear- 
ed, and seated herself upon a little trunk. Then- 
drawing me towards her, she embraced and 
caressed me, without uttering a single word^ 
I have long prayed heaven to gwcoX. tkl^ ^QkmL 
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Aronr, said she^ dutt, before eternal slee^ 
should close my eyes, I might see you once 
i^ain, my son ; and, now that I have had that 
Impjnness/dMth xfciay come when he pleases; 
I slmU not iregret the loss df life; You ought 
to know, my son, — you ought to know, that in 
this'fown, tiiere lived, not long ago, the most 
ikmous sorceress in llie world ; the inhabitantib 
called her; Camache of Montielle, remarkable 
fiDT *' hdmng an oar m every tme^s boat" She was 
so perfectly accomplished in her art, that the 
Circes and Medeas, of whom history vaunts so 
tiremendously, were very inferior to her. La 
Oama^e froie the clouds at her pleasure ; dark* 
ened the sun at will; and^ when the whim 
seized her> she rendered the firmament of hea* 
ven serene, however previously obscured and 
covered with the darkest and thickest clouds. 
She tranipotted men, in an instant, to the re-* 
motest parts of the world ; she had a thousand 
remedies for broken-hearted damsels and forlorn 
wido^; she could shew thetn any persons 
they desired to behold, whether dead or alive> 
ih a basin full of spring water, or a clear 
tooking-glass. These were trifling operation^ 
in comparison with the extensive refinement to 
which she carried her art of witchcraft. Shd 
had ihe fame of converting men into beasts, 
and of being constantly attended, for six yean, 
by a sexton, whom she I^d transformed into ad 
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adTanteges. Your mother, my son, . called \ 
herself La Montielle, and she was the most: 
&inoas sorceress next to La Camache. I dare 
contend, that with respect to the courage, 
which she displayed, in raising a legion of 
spirits, and shutting herself up amongst them, 
within a circle, she far surpassed her instruc- 
tress, and bore away the palm of intrepidity; 
As to myself, I am called La Cagnicarez. I 
never soared so high as she; I contented 
myself with exercising the skill of my art, 
within the confines of the small jurisdiction of 
the region of air. 

'. 
The only branch of our art, in which I could, 
be said to excel, either your mother or La 
Camache, was in the preparation of the various 
magical unctions, with which we fortify and 
enthusiastically anoint ourselves: but, this is 
a small trifling knowledge, easily acquired; 
I will state, then, my child, to arrive step by 
step, at the knowledge which it is your interest 
to obtain : I will tell you, that, as I have felt 
for a considerable time past, my life is fast 
ebbing to a termination, I have entirely 
abandoned the magic art; but, I could not 
give up the practice of sorcery, which possesses 
the most delightful charms and enchanting 
powers. Your mother acted in the same 
zoanner: she abandoned many evil practices^ 
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less ij'irpr.zc'i *-i:t:i - 'Lr x. 'Zr^'. ..ir.r.'rt' 
nicarez, and I •r".«;ri;i-:i:r-=-i i .■.-..- .r- irf 
.'ver\' means i.: .::"' ;«:^-r:r. :iir. it-.Tiir? - 
:new, what faith to itn"-!-.:;! v- 'iv^s .iic- .ninT*^' 
ii})le and unnatural advenuir*, i^rnrjisi-i 
jnal spectators. Our own senses desemei 
revived lis. La Camache left us, and took 
hrrr the two doc:*, without t^Winw \3iS \\v^ 
t .ntim&tion of her desieTia. ^i^ to \\ievt 
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destiny, thus ntider her absolute disposal; for^ 
who cOuM possibly supipose, that we ought to 
feel any interest about two little dogs? La 
Camache, at length, died; but, previous to he? 
death, she sent for your mother, and candidly 
confessed to her, that she had transformed her 
two children into two dogs,- to satiate he? 
tevenge for some mortal pique she entertained 
against her. I do not make you this avowal, 
continued La Camache, with a view to increase 
your grief; but, my dear Montielle, to inform 
you, that tliis disappointment will not last for 
^er. Your two sons will re-assume their 
natural form; but, it will not be, ^' until by 
** a powerful and mighty hand, the exalted shall 
** be humbled, and the humble shall be exalted!*' 
Yout mother wrote down this prophecy, and 
I deeply engraved it on my memory, for the 
purpose of communicating it to you, upon a 
auitable opportunity, if ever that should pre- 
sent itself. There was my difficulty ; but, this 
day has satisfied me, that a time will come for 
fulfilling all things, and that people, however 
afflicted and miserable, have only to wait with 
patience the result of time. The only resource 
left me, of relieving my mind, was to call every 
dog, that I should chance to see, by the name 
of your mother. This expedient succeeded; 
and when I called you, by this reveted narne^ 
uul you hdd up your head to gaze at me, I wag 
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rfaiii, that yon really were one of tbe tmfortu* 
;te children of LaMontielle. It affords me 
treine pleasure, my dear child, to instruct yon 
the history pf yonr birth; and,, more 
pecially, as I can apprize yon, at the same 
ae, of yonr profpect of resuming your natural 
rm. I wish this was as easy for you, as it was 
r the golden a$s ofApulehis, who had only to 
t roses for his restoration. But; if you 
amine the prophecy, you will previously hate 
eat difficulties to surmount, because, your 
itoration depends, on the powei¥iil and mighty 
nd of another, and not on any^ gaeiit s er 
ligence of your own. All you can do in this 
icouraging dilemma, is, frequently to recoih* 
md yourself to Gk>d, and to pray for the 
eedy fulfilment of this prediction. Yes, yes^ 
will he, I am perfectly confident; and wliat 
me diminishes my great joy is, that I am 
proieu^hing too quickly to my end, to ibster 
y hopes of witnessing it. I have often tried 
ascertain, by applications to our head of the 
eick art, at what exact time, I ought to become 
e prey of death; perhaps, I shall not die so 
on as I fancy; and a little reflection satisfies 
», that, whetiier sooner or later, it is of very 
tie consequence, either to myself or to the 
)rtd. His answers have always been ambi- 
ious; in no one instance decisive ; and if he, by 
istike, or chance, tells us the truth, he always 
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filthily clothes it with a thousand hypothetical 
subterfuges,, evasions, and lies. To tell you, 
what I really beheye^ the demon, all skilfiil, 
and wise, as he is represented to be, knowi 
nothing of the future beyond blind conjecture^ 
while, at the same time, he so completely and 
deceitfully enchants his devotees, by hii 
subtleties^ and delusive colourings, that they 
know not, how to shake him off. With such 
treacherous wiles does he envelope them, that 
he leaves his devotees destitute of peacdul 
respiration! Occasionally, we travel an im- 
mense distance to meet him; we. assemble 
around him, in immense numbers, in the open 
plains, and there he compels us to perform such 
horrible deeds, that shame will not allow me tO: 
^late them. Many persons maintain, that it is 
only in our dreams, we find ourselves at these 
impious nocturnal assemblies, generally deno- 
minated " The Dom DaniePs cavern." Others 
insist, that we really do, personally, attend 
them : I beheve, that both these notions are 
correct, as the demon, certainly, violently 
seizes and transports our persons thither occa- 
sionally, and at other, times, contents him- 
self with impiously directing our imagin- . 
ations, which he furnishes with numerous 
different wicked fancies; and influences us to 
believe them pure realities. The inquisiton^ 
who have many opportunities of fbmuQg a 
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correct judgment, by* 
fiBdling fieqoently 
pelled to ccMifisssion, aie 
of this opinion; bvt, 
difficulties, is this cjuestion, Ikit I 

yet been mble, dearly and wutiai .., 

decide it for myself. Be Ibe leul tnak 
may, I confess, that we eoMit the 
frightful crimes, persuaded as I 
offend God quite as wmck hy 
by wicked actiom. 




. I abominate and detest die m w tu^ i p f 

of life in which I am inrdfed: 

thoughts and feelings are 

tory; I dare not look into 

my horror; and I would, 

possible, run from it. Tonnent 

severer than mine: from a spirit of c onlii l i oo, 

I have sought refuge in this lioqntal, alvie 

I am usefully employed, in assisring diepon; 

and humanely attencUng the sick; bu^ Uther- 

to, my efforts of repentance hare been of little 

avail. It is most certain, that I pray to (Sod, 

but I pray only in public^ and for the express 

purpose of being anupicuomdy mch; I never 

dare to address my Maker, in privaie, from any 

impulse of my own heart. Thus, it is much 

better, that I should play the consistent 

hypocrite, than be a, declared sumer. My 
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hypocrisy implicates no one; it is confined tot 
my8el£ Now; i^o resume the account of your 
mothtf : three days before she died, we were 
together, in a valley, of the Pyrenean mountainsf 
with uplifted hands she declared^ the she never 
oould forgive La Camacfae ; and she died, witl^ 
'this feeling undiminished, notvdthstanding aD 
my repeated representations of the virtue of 
forgiveness. 

You may easily conceive, my dear Scipio, 
that I was terribly shocked and frightened, 
at hearing all these extraordinary details. 
The incomprehensible things uttered by this 
wretched woman, when speaking of this Mon- 
tielle, whom she wished to persuade me was 
my mother: the showers of words uttered by 
her disgusting mouth, were so many bloody 
daggers, with which she pierced my heart 
I could hardly refrain from tearing her in pieces; 
and, if I was criminal for not actually destroy* 
ing her, she was indebted to my conviction, 
that she really felt great affection for mcf; and 
reflection led me to hope, that God would, in 
time, grant her the blessing of sincere repent- 
ance. That moment was not, however, the one 
which God must prefer to operate this extraor- 
dinary miracle; for, she told me, she was 
resolved' to go, that very night to the midnight 
meeting; to learn from her master, what was to 
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be my {btore destiny; and that she would imme- 
diately anoint hereelf for that purpose. If I had 
then, had the privilege of speaking, you maybe, 
well assured, I should have inquired, what were 
the ointments of which she made U6e,.a» I felt 
a most amyous wish to know. She appeared to 
have some presentiment, that such was my 
wish; deriving it, perhaps, from the eager 
intelligence of my eyes. These ointments, said 
she, are composed of the expressed essence of 
various plants of a poisonous nature, and not of 
the blood of suffocated children, as the vulgar, 
idly and wickedly suppose. Perhaps, you 
wish to know, what pleasure, or what profit, the 
demon could possibly derive, from obliging us 
to inflict death on these little innocents, who, 
having been baptized, and not having had the 
opportunity, either to do good, or to commit 
evil, would, assuredly, go direct to heaven; and 
most undoubtedly, it is a grievous and heavy 
punishment to him, to feel the certainty of a 
soul being received into Paradise. I can give 
you no satisfSactory explanation, unless it be, 
that he cordially rejoices from these two 
motives: the one, t&at by destroying them, 
he plants deep a£9[iction in the hearts of their 
parents, and thereby, leads them to murmur at 
the decrees of God; the other, that by it, he 
accustoms us to cruelty and barbarity. I must, 
moreover, tell you, Montiel, tlnaX Qio4\j««si^^ 



8l6 CONVER8ATIOK OF TWO DOOS. 

U8 to commit these inhuman murdera, to 
punivh the sina of men; for, without His 
permission, the demon has not the power to 
-crush a worm, or destroy an ant. This is lO 
yeiy true, that on my intreating him one day 
to destroy the vines of one of my detested 
enemies, he plainly told me, he could not 
injure one single leaf of them, as God would not 
permit him. By all this, you will know, against 
you resume your natural form of man, that all 
the evils which visit mankind, sudden deathsi 
shipwrecks, contagious disorders, the destruo- 
tion of empires, wd all the other innumerable 
misfortunes under which human nature suffers, 
cannot occur, without the express and imme- 
diate permission of the almighty and all 
powerful God. The only thing which originates 
with man, is sin, which God, so far from being 
the author, most feovereignly condemns. You 
will be surprized, continued the old woman, 
that, most willingly and unreservedly, approving 
and > subcribing to these doctrines, I cannot 
repent: I own, that this ought to fill you with 
surprize; and, what will greatly increase it is, 
that I am still further unreservedly convinced, 
that the all merciful God is infinitely quicker in 
pardoning sins, than by suggesting or author- 
izing their commission. But know, my dear 
Montiel, .that it is very difficult indeed, to 
Btop our progress, wheu we are deeply engaged 
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m constant habits of yice^ especially when llie 
princes who haye enslayed ns, consult in Ae 
promotion and enhance the gratification at 
sensuality. The mind loses all jnrisdictioa 
cnrer the body, from the moment those pemicnons - 
habits are formed^ the body drags die mind 
mto its irregular courses* and finally, subjects 
it to destruction; for this reason, voluptuous- 
ness is of all sins the most direful and deadly; 
and it ib> on this account, that the demon 
chooses, and particularly patronizes this yice» 
as most fraught with dangers and snares, with 
which he feeds us, and by which he secures 
such crowds of proselytes, who once ensnared, 
he too vigilantly watches, to prevent the possi- 
bility of escape. 

After this, and a great deal of other conver- 
sation on like subjects, which I shall pass over 
in silence; La Cagnicarez arose, took her lamp, 
and passed into another chanlber, still smaller 
than that in which we were. I followed her, 
struggling under a thousand different reflec- 
tions, wholly engrossed with the extraordinary 
events which she had related, and still more so 
with those I hoped to see. She hung her lamp 
against the wall, threw off her head-dress, and 
stripping herself to her under garments, took- 
a glass jug, which Btood in a comer of the 
room, into which she put \iex \»xA» ^wftc 

VOL. I L 
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aaoiiited herself, firom head to foot, mutteting; 
between her teeth, some cabalistic expressions 
which I could not understand, but which, from 
,her manner, appeared most execrable. Whilst 
ceremoniously anointing herself with her dele* 
toious unctions, -she said, so long as my body 
shall remain in this room, without animation, 
so long as my spirit shall be absent, be 
confident that you will have nothing to appre- 
hend; but, you must patiently await its return 
imtil the morning, because, I shall then bring 
you fiill intelligence of whatever is to happen 
to you, until the time of your re-transformatioB 
into your original form of man. I promised to 
conform to her directions, and lowered my 
head, in token of obedience. Having finished 
her unctuous anointing, she extended her body 
upon the ground, soon became motionless, and 
to all appearance, lifeless. 

I acknowledge to you, Scipio, that my cou* 
rage was here put to a severe test. I was horror- 
struck at being shut up, in this miserable room, 
with this disgusting monster ! It was appalling 
in the extreme. This woman, so extended on 
the floor, was more than seven feet in length; 
her body was a perfect skeleton, covered with 
a black and wrinkled skin; her eyes were 
starting out of her head; her immense long* 
teeth closely locked lDg|et\v^t \ I never^ in the 
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whole Gonrae of my life^ bdield i&ny grMtar 
deformity^ or more hideous object. I waji tery 
much inclined to bite her^ in order to ascertajn, 
nrfiether she was aliye ; but I could not find a 
sin^ spot on her whole body, which did not 
excite in me the greatest horror, and terrified 
me so much, that it was impossible I could 
touch her. Becoming emboldened by time, at 
length I seized hold of her side, and gradually 
drew the body to the verge of the hospitd 
j^ard ; while she was still motionless and inani- 
mate. There, seeing myself at liberty, and 
looking up to heaven, my fearful apprehensions 
diminished, and I assmned courage to wait the 
return of day, to witness the termination of this 
horrible scene. I made deep reflections on the 
deplorable condition of this miserable woman, 
and upon all the intelligence, good and bad; 
which she had given me. The day at lengdi 
dawned, and found us both in the middle ot 
the court. She extended on the ground, per* 
fecdy motionless, and myself near to -her, 
watching with my eyes immovably fixed upon 
her. The people of the hospital ran to behold 
this extraordinary spectacle. Some said, at 
irst, alas ! the very happy Cagnicarez is then 
dead ! See, how her severe festings and peni- 
tential devotions have disfigured her ! Otiiers 
felt ber pulse, and, finding she was alive, con- 
cluded, that she was buried Vn ^ ^^^s^ooA. 

La 
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trance. But, as assemblies are not iJwaj 
wholly composed of asses, there were some wb 
stumbled upon the truth, and exclaimed, tha 
she was a sorceress, that she was annointed fc 
Uie purpose of attending the demon's assembl 
in the dom Daniel cave. For, certainly, sai' 
they, the sainfis 'tihemselyes are never half a 
fortunate as to be lost in religious extacy 
Nor would God permit his saints to be seen i: 
such an indecent posture, so shocking to a) 
modesty! Some amongst them there were 
who prodigally pierced her flesh with pins ; but 
even that did not arouse her, and she did no 
return to herself till towards seven o'clock ii 
the morning, when she began to feel the pierc 
ings of the pins, and my bites. She wa^ v^^ 
much surprized and confounded, as you wi] 
readily believe ; and, as she doubted not, tha 
it was I who had dragged her into the court 
she flew at me, and attacked me like a fury 
and seizing me by the throat, endeavoured tx 
strt igle me, calling me cowardly and ungrate 
ful, and declaring, that she woujld be largel] 
revenged for my dastardly and base cpnduct 
, Finding myself in da^er of perishing between 
the gripiog talons of this desperate shreWj 
I made an .efFo|rt ^o disengage myself, and 
seized her with such ppwer&il and violent 
grasp, that she fifoon became no le^s terrified 
than I had been. La Cagnicarez, sensible pi 
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her imminent danger^ cried out for heljp, desir-^ 
ing them to release her from the fangs of an 
infernal spirit! The assembly bdieved, ' that 
I really was one of those malignant demons, 
whose only pleasure consists in tormenting 
daijits. Some flew to the holy water; others 
incessantly crossed themselves ; but not one 
dared to attadL me ; some cried^ that the evil 
spirit must be exorcised ; never was there such 
a scene of terror and disorder ; the sorceress 
continued to scream incessantly^ and vehe- 
mently gnashed her teeth. My master^ attracted 
by the noise^ now made his appearance, and 
was lost in despair, when he fiamcied, that I was 
a ^rit lately escaped from TielL Others, who 
laughed at the cant of exorcisms, had recourse 
to a bundle of clubir, with which they exorcised 
me, in a decisive manner, at no time palatable 
or agreeable to dog or nian. Their sport dfs- 
pleased me ; they bastinadoed me with all their 
■trength, like persons deaf to all appeal for 
mercy, and dead to every feeling of commise- 
ration ; so that I thought it advisable to take 
myself off, and put an end to all further inter- 
course with my impolite opponents. Inspirited 
by this protecting determination, I made but 
two jumps to the street, and very soon gained 
the fields, followed by a multitude of children, 
screaming out, '' that I was either mad^ or ai\ 

1-3 
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eM tpirii, in the form of a dog/' What con* 
filmed the inhabitantB of the city in their 
opinioD, that I really was an evil spirit, was, tha 
extrane velocity with which I flew from my 
mmierous pursuers, which led them to beliefs 
that I yanished suddenly, and, consequently, 
that I must be a supernatural being. In this, 
they were not altogether wrong; for, I had 
tlriaversed oyer more than twelve leagues in less 
than six hours, and arrived on the frontiers of 
Grenada, where I fell in with a company of 
gipsies. There I breathed a little, after my 
inoessant exertions. There were several gipsies 
who knew me, and received me with joy. They 
hid me in a cavern, to prevent my flight from 
them, pretending &at diey did so, to preseryf 
me from the sight of my pursuers. 

I remained with these gipsy friends twen^ 
days, in which time I Jeamt a great number ot 
their customs and traits of conduct, which are 
so very remarkable, that they are well worth 
your studying. 

SciPio. 

I shall be very glad of your communication, 
which, I am confident, will contain much in* 
struction and valuable information ; but, before 
we speak of this subject, I must tell you, that the 
history of this Montielle mortifies me extremely. 
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Ber«ance. 

I am, indeed, mortified tlso, and unreseirodly 

declare, that I eternally renounce thid.womaxu 

as my mother, if she really was the aiidior of 

our existence. 

SciPio. 

Let us talk no longer on that horrid subject, 
I beseech yon. I will more cheerfiilly attexid 
to all you have to relate respecting the Egyp- 
tians, than to any reflections which you can 
make to console both me and yourself, for 
a parental connection so very unworthy. 

Beagance. 

• You know that there are very great numbers 
of gipsies in Spain ; they are almost incredible ; 
they are spread every where throughout the 
kingdom ; they all know one another, and all 
traffic together; their commerce consists in 
barter or exchange with the world, of articles 
which they have purloined ; so that the partiefif, 
to whom Uiey belong, have no possible opportu- 
nity of reclaiming them, because, they are 
transported and sold, at a great distance from 
the places where the articles were stolen. They 
acknowledge a chief, to whom they pay greater 
attention and obedience, than to a king. They 
treat him as a count, and supply him with an 
illustrious house of descent \ uoX. ^%X V% ^\i^ 

L4 



M4 CONVERSATION OF TWO DOGS^ 

descended from that illustrious house> which u» 
one of the most ancient of Estramadura, but, ia 
honor of the page of a knight ; of the first 
knight who ever bore that local title of counts 
This page became enamoured of a young gipsy 
girl, a very celebrated beauty. The gipsy girl 
would notlisten to his addresses, but, on express 
condition, that he should marry her, and pre- 
viously become lumself a gipsy^ The page 
consented, he became a gipsy, and made him- 
self so beloved by the other gipmes, that they 
elected him for their governor, and took the 
oaths of allegiance^ All who have succeeded 
this first chief are called by the same name, 
and take the same title ; and to him the gipsies 
take the same oaths ; and, in whatever country 
they may find him, they pre^nt him, as a token 
of their homage and obeisance, a participation 
of all that is most valuable and magnificent 
amongst their innumerable thefts. As to the 
gipsy women, they are all wise and independent 
women; they can do everything for themfsetves ; 
and, in like manner, accustom their children to 
every hardship firom their infancy. They train 
them to bear every severity of weather ; hence 
it is, that you find all gipsies strong and 
robust, nimble runners, and good leapers, capa- 
ble of supporting every species of inconveniencOr 
All their skill and address consists in the refined 
^rt of tkkmngt and to k^m tA thieve dexter- 



CO14VBB8ATI0K 6V TWO BOGS. 225 

6u&ly ; and, in this spirit, when out 6f active 
occupation, they assemble together,. and their 
whole conyersation is confined to the relation 
and discussion of the different tricks and arti- 
fices, which they have been able successfully to 
ffisplay, for the special purpose of instructing 
and training the young and inexperienced of 
their profession. I will here communicate one 
of these singular entertainments, the subject of 
which arose out of a very laughable piece of 
cheatery, which one of them practised on a 
neighbouring labourer. The gipsy had an ass 
Mthout a tail-; but he found the r^y means of 
so adjusting one, that it appeared to be natural. 
He led diis ass to the market place, and sold it 
to this labourer. The gipsy had no sooner re- 
ceived the price of his ass, than he told the 
labourer, that he had another ass, almost 
exactly like the one he had sold to him, but 
much younger and stronger, and he would let 
him have it at a lower price, by taking off two 
ducats. The labourer, flattering himself with 
a cheap bargain, said, he had only to go and 
seek for it, as no doubt they should agree as to 
the purchase ; and, whilst he was gone, he 
would lead the ass, which he had already pur- 
chased and paid for, home to his stable. The 
labourer led his ass home. The gipsy followed 
him at a distance, and at last found the means 
of robbing the labourer of h\^ ^^xadoaa&^^awk. 

L5 
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The first thing the gipsy did, was to slip off the 
fidse tail, and to cbaii^e his saddle; then, 
without losing time, he again went in search of 
the labourer. He found him^ before the labourer 
had ^scoTered the theft ; and the good man 
was actually taken in to buy twice over thfi 
same ass. As soon as the bargain was comr 
plete, the labourer returned wiUi the gipsy to 
his own house, to count out the purchase 
money, and he then found, that the first ass had 
been stolen. He strongly suspected, that the 
gipsy had played him this trick ; indeed, he 
plainly told him so, and that he would not pay 
for the second ass, certain as he was, that this 
pretended second ass was the same ass which 
he had before bought and paid for; but of 
which the gipsy had robbed him. But, the 
gipsy brought forward so many witnesses, 
amongst others an apostate serjeant, to prove, 
that the first ass which Jie had sold him pes* 
sessed a tail, and that it was, therefore, impos- 
sible this second ass could be the same, as it 
had no tail. The poor labourer lost his suit. 
The magistrate decided against him. 

I could relate to you, a thousand histories of 
the same dishonest bearing ; but, this single 
instance is quite sufficient to exhibit the gene- 
ral character of these people. I resided amongst 
these gipsies, Scipio, twenty days, as I have 
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already informed you'; but, as I could not 
accnftom myself to their habits of life, I with«- 
dvewfrom them, at Grenada, withoiit taking 
leave. The samedfty, I strolled through the 
garden of a. Sf oor^-irho perceivii^ me, took 
great pains to induce me to stay. I remained 
with him somewhat longer than a month, and 
I must truly say, that I never fiured worse than 
in his service. This man, like all his fellow 
Moors, practised avarice, in the most grinding 
parsimonious way that can be conceived. He 
was very rich, as are the major part of the 
Moors ; but, he would not be at the trouble of 
personally profiting by his money ; he locked 
it all up, and supported himself by scrips and 
scraps, wherever he could find them. Judge, 
then, if I, his dog, had any thanct oflmng htx^ 
fgriaudy fed ! I continued, nevertheless, very 
well satisfied with my place, because my life 
was quiet and easy ; and I had no intention of 
growing old in his service. His garden was 
a delightful resort of amusement, in which 
a great many persons had liberty to walk; 
some, even at all hours; and I particularly 
watched the conduct of one of these constant 
visitors, who came there regularly every morn- 
ing before sun-rise, and seated himself under a 
tiiick, bushy pomegranate tree, on the branches . 
of which they had formed several seats. This 
was a young man, whom I took for a student ; 

l6 
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ibr, his coat, which had once been black, was. 
OQW become so perfectly thread-bare, that the- 
Tery sight of it would eyen have driyen away 
thieyes , and it decisiyely senred him as an 
indisputable protection, agajinst all depredators* 
If eyer did I behold manners and conduct so- 
upparently wild and extrayagant as his ; from 
time to time, he struck his forehead with yiolent 
tllow9 of his hand ; then, he madly stamped hia 
feet, scratched his head, bit his nails, bent his 
he$id .to the ground, and, suddenly, raised it 
agieiin up to heayen; sometimes he fell into 
(HLch. yery profound reyeries, that he neither 
moyed his feet nor his hands, nor eyen his eye- 
lids ; and, it was to be concluded, that he was 
either. lost in exalted sublimity or in humble 
trance. One day that I approached him,, with-r- 
out. his perceiying me, I heard him muttering 
some unintelligible sentences between his teeth ; 
and, in the yery next moment, he poured forth 
a loud e;xclamation, saying, ah ! the happy, 
happy thought ! neyer did I compose a better 
yerse in my life ! and, snatching up a book, 
which he had laid on one of the chairs, with 
a, writing-desk, he entered some lines in it. 
Hence, I divined two things; the first, that 
this young man was certainly a poet ; and the 
second, no less certain^ that he was yery proud, 
and immeasurably gratified with this fruitful. 
iffsup of his own conceited ma^va^tion I 
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In the midst of this amusing soliloquy, I saw 

itnother yomig man enter the garden; his 

appearance was much in his favour, and he was 

well dressed; he gaye himself great airs; 

occasionally read aloud from a paper which he 

held in his hand, ruminating on what he read, 

AS if learning sentences by heart. He went 

direct to the pomegranate tree, and addressing 

himself to the poet, well! said he, good sir, 

have you yet completed your first act? I have 

just finished it, returned the poet, smd in the 

happiest style possible. May I inquire how? 

said the new comer. Here it is, sir, delightedly, 

replied the poet; peruse it, and judge for 

yourself. The pope, into whose mouth I have 

put some most admirable verses, will appear 

dressed in all his pontifical robes, accompanied 

by a dozen cardinals, clothed in rtoie^-coloured 

canonicals. You are surprized, said he, at the 

colour of their eminence's canonicals; but this 

is appropriate to the time of the representation; 

and I. have drawn that period of time, when the 

cardinals would be out of the applicable 

costume, clothed in scarlet. This fortunate 

HIT will gain me more fame, than you can 

possibly imagine ; because, the learned will be 

convinced, that I not only am competent to 

compose good poetry, but, that I am intimately 

versed in the roman ceremonials. That ia vska.t. 

^ bad idea^ said the young mwi-, \)\xl> ^>aKVfc^^ 
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you suppose, that Tagrant comedians, who are 
to perform yowr piece, are to find twelve sets of 
%Mei robes, in which your twelre substitute 
^[;>firdiiTtft1|i are to perform their parts? They 
maj find them where they please, replied ths 
poet, that is not my concern; but, I know, thej 
must provide them, even should they be obliged 
to send express to Rome for them. Can it be 
supposed, that, for the sole purpose of gratifying 
the avarice, and indulging the extravagant 
humours of the performers, I will submit to ) 
cripple my oomposition, and deprive the publie 
of the grandest, most magnificent, and splendid 
spectacle that ever was invented, or attempted 
to be exhibited. Could it be possible te 
imagine any thing more decidedly grand and 
magnificent, and more dignified, in a dramatic 
poem, than to introduce upon the stage, a 
sovereign pontiff, surrounded by twelve car- 
dinals, all decorated with their robes of state, 
accompanied by all their respective ministers, 
with their multitude of official attendants? 

I perceived, my dear Scipio, from their 
conversation, that this young man was a 
comedian ; but, as is too often the case, and 
proves the destruction of many valuable com- 
positions, with a view to save his own money, 
and to lessen his own trouble, in the perform- 
ance, he would not consent to the introductiOB 
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df 80 many robed dignitaries^ with thdr expen* 
sive pageantry^ and therefore advised this too 
sanguine author, to strike out a considerable 
portion of them, for the purpose,- as tha 
comedian pretended, of rendering the represent 
tation practicable. To this, the poet would not 
for an instant listen; the proportion enraged 
him; he thought his composition, already, too 
much lowered by curtailment; for, said he, you 
may think yourselves very fortunate, that I have 
not introduced the whole conclave, which was 
my original intention, in order to preserve, more, 
strictly, the .fidelity, .of Jufitoiy; and, if I have 
not closely adhered to mj first impulse, I have 
only availed myself of that poef s licence, which 
my brother professors always practise, and 
therefore, will readily pardon. The comedian 
burst out into a horse laugh, and left the 
disappointed, mortified poet to the extensive 
range of his own fertile imagination^ without 
further impediment. 

Doubtless, my dear Scipio, you will imagine, 
that the conduct of the comedian greatly 
mortified the poet; no such thing; he imme- 
diately returned to his composition^ which he 
extended by the addition of further fancies^ as 
if no objection had been ofiered. This finished, 
he drew from his pocket several dry crusts of 
breads and some bunches of raisins, which he 
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readily devoured with a travelling appetite** 
Whellier I profited by this repast, and to what 
extent, you must opprctss your imagination to 
^Bcover. Fancy to yourself, a poet half 
famished, and his provisions scanty, as yoii 
have seen; neither sufficient for a man, nor 
proper for a dog: if he was deficient, I wad 
hot>€less; nevertheless, I ciiught my share; 
some of his crusts grown rusty in his pockety 
were so excessively stale and hard, that he could 
not possibly swallow them^ so that he tossed 
them to me. ** The cat must be hungry when a 
** crust contents her" When this delicious and 
plentiful repast was ended, we both, that is, the 
half famished poet, and the half famished dog, 
accompanied each other, to regale ourselves at 
a prolific fountain. This description, my dear 
Scipio, will instruct you, that the profession of 
a poet is not the most thriving in the wortd, 
with respect to the comforts^and coiiveniencea 
of life. Their privations are great, generally 
speaking; but mine were more severe and 
alarming, as I was obliged to live upon what 
this, the poorest of all poor and necessitous 
poets, threw away. What an excellent subject 
for refined reflections, were we wise enough to 
take advantage of it! Never was any person 
yet so unhappy, but, if he would exert himself 
to look around him, he might find others 
infiniteJy more so \ Tiu^ igiVvilo^o^hy teachea 



CONVEBSATION OF TWO DOGft« 233 

the unhappy^ not to compare thmr ntnatkm 
with those who have better prorision, and 
fewer cares than themselves; bnt, to examine 
into the situation of those who are more 
destitute, and have a larger portion of care and 
trouble ! In short, to look down for comparative 
consolation ; not to look up for enviable dejec- 
tion and mortification. Providence has wisely 
ordained, that '' every marCs shoulders shall be 
" competent to bear his own burdens ;" and, wh^n 
otherwise, it must be the fault of man himself^ 
Every one has his trials, and it is to be feared^ 
that, too often, ** a smiling countenance covers an 
'' aching heart" 

The poet, at length, satis&ctorily finished 
his play, and, firom that time, he no longer 
visited the garden; and I, heartily tired of the 
long penance I had undergone, entered the city 
with a view to select a more liberal master* 
I had not proceeded many paces through the 
first street I traversed, before I perceived my 
poet coming out of the monastery of St. Jerome. 
The moment he saw me, he approached me : 
on my side, I hastily ran direct to him, and 
never before had he bestowed on me so many 
caresses. He instantly drew two or three 
pieces of bread firom his pocket, and presented 
them to me; I devoured them very ravenously. 
I then followed him, and having vf^ULai %si 
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immense distance, we arrived at the house of 
the manager of a company of comedians, into 
whose hands my poet had entrusted one of his 
productions, for expected representation. This 
was the day appointed for the first rehearsal 
We proceeeed to the house of one of the pe^ 
formers, who had assembled a large company^ 
to canvass its merits. The actors began; but, 
the first act was barely finished, when the 
whole of the company disappeared. The play 
was generally hissed; the whole audience went 
away, one after the other ; and, to my poef s 
great consternation and dismay, we, that is to 
say, the manager, the poet, and myself 
remained quite alone. I confess, my dear 
Scipio, that I am not conversant in poetry, but 
I was of the general opinion of the assembled 
audience: I found the piece insupportable: 
the performers were enraged at its folly; they 
approached the poet with fury; and, if the 
manager had not prevented it, the actors would 
have seized the disappointed poet, and tossed 
him in a blanket. Their bread, they said, was 
equally at stake with his. I much admired the 
patience, indifference, and resignation of this 
wretched author. Since this very interesting 
production does not fall in with your weak 
judgment and fanciful prejudices, said he, I 
suppose I must submit to the injuries which you 
impose upon me, in coudemmng my piece, like 
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many other meritorious authors^ who will not 
deign to solicit individual interests, and scorn 
to purchase them. Your rejection does not 
put me out of conceit with the merits of my 
composition, as I know full well, from long 
observation and experience, that, had it been ^^ 
introduced for performance, as die composition 
of any one of your company, in the professional 
spirit of exclusion and monopoly, it would have 
been patronized, sanctioned and successful* 
But, as the want of interest among the profess. 
sion,.by being a composer, and not a performer, 
precludes me from all hope of justice tieing 
done^ to my valuable work by you, return it to 
me. People of superior judgment and better 
taste, will know how to appreciate, and will be 
stffe to protect it. Though through professional 
neglect and prejudice, it has failed with you, it 
must be approved and successful every wh^re 
else ! With this declaration, the poet indig- 
nantly retired. It is possible you, my dear 
Scipio, may here censure me, for ingratitude. 
This poet had been kind to me, in the midst of 
his own pinching distress ; but, I did not dare 
to follow him; and moreover, to tell you the 
truth, I felt as much mortified and ashamed, as 
he could be; as if the disgraceful rejected work 
had been my own. I remained with the 
comedians, who left no pains untried, to keep 
me amongst them, clearly seeVcvg, ^^X\isas^ 
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become useful and profitable to them. I was 
not wrong in my conjecture; they employed me 
in their interludes^ and intermediately, between 
the acts of other performances; not only for the 
amusement of the ignorant, during these 
intenrals/ but to keep in awe intruders into the 
theatre, and those who insulted the performers* 
It is very true, that I, occasionally, received 
very unmercifiil kicks and blows ; and this 
disgusted me with the performance of these 
theatrical duties. The most terrible treatment 
I ever received in my life, was in this city oC 
Valladolid, to which I had followed tiiese 
actors. I had a quarrel with a brute^ who 
struck me with all his might, and had nearly, 
laid me dead on the spot. I had neither bit 
him, nor torn him ; for, on this very day, I was 
muzzled, and I had only assumed the menacing 
appearance of biting, in the performance of my 
duty, to make him remove from the benches, 
on which he had climbed up, in defiance of my 
prohibition, and in contravention of the positive 
orders of my masters. But, this human brute 
did not comprehend forbearing jocularity; and 
had I, inceremoniously knocked him down, in 
the first instance, as he did me, his conduct 
evinced, that it would have been nothing more 
than the treatment he expected and felt he 
richly deserved. Like all insolent bullies, this 
iriuuan brute was a consummate coward. Short* 
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ly after my battle with this brate, destitate as 
I wasy I rendily, and unreluctantly, hid adieu to 
this collection of yagrants. Independent of 
such depraved vagabonds not being suitable to 
my taste^ I utterly abominated their vulgar 
habit8> and detested their vicious way of life. 
Their theatre was not a school for moral doc* \ 
trine and the exposition of crime; for the 
promotion of poetic literature, and the encou-^ / 
ragement of genius : it was every thing the 
contrary. The individual vices, base intrigues 
and profligacy, vulgar manners and coarse 
conduct, false dealings and fraudulent devices 
of the performers, male and female, degraded 
iheir institution to the lowest ebb of prostitution 
and in&my, and lamentably levelled it with the 
execratedmidnightassemblies of thfipestif^rous, 
contaminating, infernal dom Daniel's cavenr. 
My dear Scipio, I experiences manifold dr^- 
ful difficulties, afler I quitted my place in this 
company of vagrants. For three or four suc-^ 
ceeding days, I knew not, where to lay my 
head, or to obtain a morsel; yet, I would 
sooner have embraced the vile iniquities of the 
shambles of Seville, or planted myself in the 
midst of the miscreant beggars of Zahara — all 
virtue itself, in comparison with this sink of 
Aeatrical infamy ; than have continued to asso* 
ciate with these mountebank impostors. 



I 
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ThuSy destitate, wandering, miserable^ and 
neaily famished, I saw you, one night, with 
that most excellent man, Mahudez, carrying his 
lantfaom, and I acknowledge that beholding 
yon in this sanctified occupation, I first felt 
anridns of your superior and happy condition, 
•compared with the wretchedness of my owQ. 
As you recollect, I approached, gravely placed 
"myself, and very demurely wsdked by your 
side. I thus pleased the holy man, who, struck 
with my steady deportment, did not for t 
moment hesitate to take me as your companion^ 
and, you know, he brought me with you inte 
this hospital. All that has occurred, since I 
arrived in this house, has been so important^ 
as to require much time to relate; but, I will; 
confine myself to a conversation I overheard one'* 
day between four invalids, lying in four difievent \ 
beds, placed close to each other. Pardon me, 
my dear Scipio ; but what I have to relate is 
extremely wdl worth hearing, and I will pre- 
serve the straight line, by rendering it as concise 
as possible. 

Scipio. 

I can pardon you willingly ; but be as concise 
as you have promised, for I already smell the 
approach of day ; and never was adherence to 
the straight line of communication more ae* 
Pessary. 
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Beboance. 

In one of these four beds^ quite at the extre* 

litjr of this hoQpital^ was a chemist; in the 

ooond bedf a ^o^t^ in the next^ a mathemati- 

ian; in the fouitb, an adviser^ or one who 

ives advice ! 

Scipio. 

I perfectly remember having seen ihenu 

Bebgance. 

The first of these invalids, who offered his 
sntiments, was the poet. I happened to be 
^posing under one of their beds, to be cool in 
le shade, as the heat of the sun was become 
aiy oppressive ; and I distinctly heard the 
lUowing arguments. I never before heard such 
»ry heavy moaning in all my life, so very 
lud, accompanied by such very heavy sighs, 
oMi bitter exclamations. How comes it, said 
16 mathematician, that you complain so very 
aavily ? I complain of fortune, answered the 
>et ; with great truth it has been said, that she 

blind; and she has certainly proved herself 
\ be so with respect to me. Those were bold 
M>ple who asserted, that any person possessing 
larit could command her; they deceived 
lemselves. It is true, fortune hectors and 
Mttineers; and, if she sometimes brings to 
pht the moBt hidden and secret lilbAH^* ii<Dft ^9^ 
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often throws obscurity over those things which 
are most brilliant and dazzling. I am a melanr 
choly proof of the truth of this position. Who 
would not complain^ who would not groait^ 
under a destiny like mine? You shall judg^ 
foir yourselves. I have observed^ with the 
strictest particularity and attention^ every mlf 
laid down by Horace in his Art of Poesy. This 
celebrated master lays down as a precept, tfl 
all the children of Parnassus^ to all the nurs- 
lings of Phoebus; " never to bring to light m^ 
work which has not beenjinished and thoroughly 
digested for si> years" I have done a great dea! 
more : I composed a work, which I have sinci 
laboured at for twenty years ; the subject ii 
sublime, the invention perfectly novel, tb 
episodes are admirable, and the versificatioi 
ineompamble and wonderful! It is an heroi< 
poem, which greatly surpasses all .that hav< 
ever yet appeared. It is a master-piece, aw 
completely throws into the shade all the iliadi 
and eneids which have ever been written; aw 
yet, '* O tempora ! O mores !" I have neve 
been able to find, until the present moment 
a prince, whom I esteem worthy of the dedica 
tion ; I mean, a prince, who is a friend of flu 
muses, and who, at the same time, unite 
liberality, learning and science, to qualify fain 
to value them. Here has been my difficult]! 
I perfectly underataivA ^ox^, ^«A xXikft ^Xv^^s&sst 
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bttt, tell me, I beseech you, what is the subject 
o£ this magnificent poem ? It is, replied the 
poet, a long and . ample supplement to the life 
of king Actus, composed by the archbishop 
Turpin. Mine are additional anecdotes, which 
beautifully illustrate the life of this great prince, 
who reigned in Great Britain. It relates all 
the adventures which this king had with the 
fairy of the Isle of Avalon^ to which he was 
conveyed after the battle fought with the sons 
of Lothus, king of the Picts, in which he was 
dangerously wounded. You must understand, 
that besides the vast utility which this piece 
affords, there is no particle of deficiency in the 
engaging and delightful. Utility and delight 
ought uniformly to be the decided objects of 
every learned author, intending to promote 
public good ; and you will find this piece most 
satisfactorily realizes that end. I might have 
performed this brilliant and useful work in 
pros^ but, my head and heart gave the decided 
preference to the language of the gods ! Prose • 
is cold, insipid, defective, and incompetent 
to exalted and sublime composition ; very ill < 
calculated, in a word, to describe the marvel- 
lous and wonderful. On the other hand, poetry 
is of itself sublime ; it is the compound language 
of the most learned bramins of the east, as well 
as of the gods, and affords immeasurable com- 
pass for the poet's licence, \h& exetua^ ^l ^> ^ " 

M 
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would be ridiculous, and inadmissible in the 

mouth of the most eloquent orator. To speak 

more simply and concisely; it is the exclusivQ 

province of poetry to support sublimity, by nobk 

and dignified, appropriate expression. I m 

' not conversant in this style of writing, observed 

the chemist, and, therefore, it is impossible foi 

me to judge of the heavy misfortune of whicll 

you 80 bitterly complain. I will admit thai 

your misfortune is very heavy ; for, I do. not 

attach much faith to what is generally said oi 

poets, that the greatest number of them are 

complete visionaries, and only deceive and 

mislead mankind. But, what I have to say to 

you, continued the chemist, heaving a veiy 

deep sigh, is, that if any human beii^ has 

reason to arraign the fickleness of fortune^ and 

is licensed to maintain, that there is not a 

liberal prince in the world, sufficiently wise 

and competent to understand his own real 

interest, it is me, and me only, I might have 

possessed more wealth than Crcesus, and have 

made gold and silver as plentiful as pebble 

stones, as Solomon did before me, without any 

greater secret, art, and power than myself; 

4tiB, I am as wretched, poor, and as much in 

want, I will not say, as you, who are a poet of 

great fame and high reputation, but, as the 

most paltry and trifling jingler of rhymes. 

^' 4kii of nothing, nothing can come ;" iJzdft ia one 
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of the first principles of chemistry. To make 
gold, gold is n^c)essary; and, when you are 
possessed of every material, except instruments 
and furnaces, who does not know, that the 
operator of this great work is necessarily sub- 
jected to provide for very heavy expences, too 
lamentably the fatal extinguisher of real talents 
and industry, in a country assessed up to the 
very chin ? and, to this hour, I have never been 
able to find either a prince, or a private indi- 
vidual, wise enough to risk the advancement of 
a very moderate sum, on the certain prospect 
of amassing millions. Have you made many 
trials, said the mathematician, of converting 
other metals into gold ? I have not yet, an- 
swered the chemist ; but I know that it is 
practicable, and not a deceitful chimera, as the 
ignorant generally suppose. I know, that there 
is a chemical powder, called the *' powder of 
ppqjeciiom/* which, thrown upon any quantity of 
baae metal, such as lead or copper, will instantly 
transmute it into the most refined metals, such 
as gold or silver. I am certain, that in the 
course of another two months, I should have 
discovered the philosopher's stone, with the 
touch of which even stones and sand may be 
converted into gold and silver. You have 
both greatly over«rated your misfortunes, said 
the mathematician ; one of you has a book tA 
dedicate^ . and cannot find a Msacenaa ^qtAk) 

M 2 
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of the honor : the ether could effect the most 
wonderful transmutations within the reach of ' 
chemistry^ but cannot find any well-endowed; 
prince or man of wealth possessed of sufficient 
faith to hazard the trifling expence of the ope^ 
ration. Such are your misfortunes ; but whit, 
will you say to mine? It is now two-and-^ 
twenty years that I have studiously pursued tli» 
search of the quadrature of a circle ; that is to' 
say, the dimensions of a square, of which tli» 
surface shall be precisely equal to the sur- 
face of a circle. I cannot tell, whether yoa 
rightly understand me : a thousand times have 
I believed that I had obtained my object ; but,' 
at the very moment that I began to congratulate 
myself on the result of my long perseverance, 
and to applaud myself, and to rejoice in the 
accomplishment, I found myself as widely and 
discouragingly distant, as the very first day 
in which I began to study the elements of 
gieometry. This reminds me of those inacces- 
sible isles, which navigators constantly fancy 
they can quickly reach, but on which they 
never land. Thus, my torment is as^ great as 
that of Tantalus, who died of famine, in the 
midst of abundance of fruit, and of thirst, in 
the midst of surrounding waters. All I can 
say is, that I have been unhappily pursuing 
a phantom ; that I have consumed the best <rf 
my days in thought and meA!v\»i\A^ii % ^^sid %iRfir 



CONVERSATION OF TWO BOOS. 345 

liaving exhausted my wits and my brain in an 
unobtainable pbjeet, I have found, that I want* 
ed capacity for it, and was reduced to the very 
•verge of indigence. The fourth invalid, who 
had been all attention and profound silence 
hitherto, now offered his sentiments. I am 
oitirely of your opinion, said he, addressing the 
mathematicicm ; the profession which does not 
afford a livelihood, is a bad one, and I bless 
heaven for not having, made me, either a poet, 
or a mathematician, or a chemist ; for, without 
meaning any thing disrespectful towards anyone 
ofyou^lookingfirstatone^ and then at theodieiB, 
these are three professions, which certainly 
I4>pear to me to have been devised for the express 
purpose of starving to death all who ever pur- 
sued them. The flower of youth is consumed in 
the composition of verses or romances; in search 
pf certain objects, such as the longitude ; and in 
actually transmuting their gold into charcoal ; 
that is to say, they neglect the essential of 
attaching themselves to some profession which 
will afford them a maintenance ; and, in the 
end, they find themselves grown old and poor 
together; and, like the stork in the fable, 
without having any thing to crunch. As to 
myself, said he, I have a better profession than 
you have ; at the same time, I must tell you, 
that I am not one particle happier, or better off. 
J can safely say, that I havebeeu v " "^^ 
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by ihe Tery meentf which load fortunes tqic 

others ; bat eyeiy thing has its advantages ai 

disadvantages, and '* Ef>efy one is not b&miei 

a silver spoon in his mouth" It is neither t 

defect of the art, nor the negligence of ii 

ffirtist, that has caused my extreme poverty a) 

distress ; it is the pernicious blast of my e 

genius, supported by ihe whimsical caprice 

dame Fortune, under whose sports, you, one ai 

all, seem to have suffered so very severely^ \ 

to authorize the expression of your complain 

with such acute asperity. I can s^ely sa 

that no person in the worid has been virfti 

witii greater injuries by her injustice than nr 

self, and no one can possibly have greater etat 

of complaint. And, pray sir, interposed. tl 

chemist, what is your art ? I am a man wi 

gives advice ; one who is consulted for advie 

and readily gives it, answered this last invaU> 

You are all acquainted with this professioi 

there is not one more lucrative, and it requiresi 

capital ; witness the immense number of persoi 

who began with nothing, but by obtruding in 

pudence and falsehood, trampling on the right 

effecting the ruin of the people, and infltctin 

wounds on their country, have advanced tiieii 

selves to the top of the wheel, and obtainc 

great stations of trust, productive of wealth as 

title. I speak of persons, who always had 

been scrambling tipwords^ rnXSctf^oX. T«!^gbxd i 
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sacrifice, whether of principle, honor, ^r^^kiA. 
sistency ; and, hitving arriyed at the height of 
their pemicioua ambition, and acquired moAej 
and place, title and estate, they disdain to cast, 
«i eye downward on the mischief they have com- 
niitted, and plume themselves in a contrnuatioA 
€i their system of iniquity, lest, a change (^ 
conduct should, constructively, convict l^m 
lof their' former successful atrocities. . Thie 
ladder is thrown down which- raised them tb 
their zenith, and the wheel of oppression is put 
fan rapid motion, to grind, mutilate, and sufibeate 
the voice of their original supporters, aiiid all 
their natural grievances. Hence, the impo^ 
^erishment of the people, the cause of convul- 
irion, the fall of states; when, by such, a 
-gystem of inordinate misrule, the political pyfti- 
mid is thrown on its apex, revolution inevitably 
follows ! Yes, I do not hesitate to say, that I 
give advice; nay, I repeat, that, at various 
times, I have been applied to, and have gratlt- 
itously given my advice at court, for the benefit 
of the king, and, in no instance, to the prejudice 
-of the kingdom; but, I have never had the 
good fortune to he listened to. Thanks to 
courtiers and ministers, whom I found it impos- 
sible to please; not, because my advice was not 
good, but, by reason, that it went too far, in 
exposing the ignorance, imbecility, and private 
interafit of those my stical c\aaat% o^^o^^V^*" 
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fill a courts for the selfish purposes of promotioci 
and pecuniary acquisition, at the expence of 
the people and the country ; and, consequently, 
whose crooked policy it is, to drive from court, 
and . keep at a distance, every person who has 
more knowledge, discernment and peneiratioii 
than themselves. These courtiers, who, like 
.death, keep no calendar, dread the loss of 
power . as the forerunner of the forfeiture 
of honor and character, if not of life. This 
day I ohtain the.means of vengeance, continued 
this giver of advice, smiling ; I will no longer 
apply to perfidious ministers; I will disdain 
them, and proceed direct to the fountain head! 
I have already prepared a petition which I will 
myself present to the king; conspicuously 
opening to his view, the certain means of liqui- 
dating all the debts under the burden of which 
the nation is groaning, and which all our mines, 
rich and prolific as they are, are not competent 
to relieve. Those debts are immense and over- 
whelming, to be sure, as you all well know; 
no matter for that; the greater their amount, 
the greater will be my merit, the more insignifi- 
cant all our Mexicos: I shall be sooner listened 
to, and vnth readier facility carry my plan into 
successful execution; inevitably obtain the 
immediate applause of the king, and the per- 
petual gratitude of the virtuous abused country, 
fLt present in : the depVox^We cQitL<3iV\Q»xi of a 
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"^sickly consumptiTe man, mercilessly Bcourged 
to accelerate his speed in the race, while, 
destitute • of nourishment, his arms and feet 
overburthened, and his head bent down with 
tile weight of fetters. Certainly, this is a most 
important plan, and will rejoice every inhabitant 
of the dilapidated kingdom, from the king, with 
his royal sceptre, on the throne, to the chimney- 
sweeper, wielding his chimney sceptre at the 
top of the house; in every country, where 
freedom is valued, - and industry protected; 
where pure and unsuspected justice reigns 
paramount, and is dispensed under the canopy 
of the golden rule, ^'Doas you toould be done by J* 
I judge by your countenances, gentlemen, that 
you conUally applaud my plan, and that your 
curiosity is anxiously expecting, that I will 
expose it to you. I will, confidently persuaded 
us I am, that you will not divulge it, and that 
you will admire my brilliant genius, and com- 
pliment the depth of my enlightened under- 
standing. I will propose to the king, that he 
shall issue an order, to all his subjects, from 
the age of fourteen to sixty, of all ranks and 
.qualities, that they shall fast, one day in every 
month, on bread and water; he may fix upon 
any day he pleases; and all the expences which 
would have been laid out on that day, on 
more substantial food, shall be i^^dVn 
Aod counted out to Iub majeat^ Vsi ^ 
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tiiift scbeoie, I contend, and it cazmot ^ 
denied, that, in 1<8b than twenty ytsin, Om 
natioii will not be in debt a single marained(. 
I hare calculated it; and the calcnlation is net 
difflouit. Here are in Spain, more than thre« 
millions of persons of the ages I have fixed; 
every one of these individuals, upon an 
aterage^ expenda not less than a real and a 
^alf, daily ^ I cQnsei^t to take this average at 
only one real, and rest my calculation on that 
rate only; for the poorest person, if he lived od 
diy bread osdy, could not live cheaper ^baii that 
Do not you think, it would be a very happy 
thing to receive the sum of three mittionsi it 
reals every month? And this, continued he, 
woidd be infinitely more advantageous to the 
subjects ofhia majesty, than you can imagine, 
because, at the very moment they are thus 
rendering service to their king, they are making 
themselves more acceptable to God, hy /mting, 
and are, so far, working-out their own salvation ! 
The expedient is admirable, as you appear to 
adtmt. The profit to the king is evident and 
indubitable; the people are not wronged; aad 
the money may be realized by difierent pax»b«ft 
without the necessity of employing myriaids 9f 
harpies, collectors or receivers, those real blood* 
suckers and perfect pests of the kingdom, 
w&ose oppressions vsA mAoUwces ere a greater 
terror an<| curae to 1ihft*««kq^ «s^ *ift wwjiXxt, 



than the jexitction: of the iidoQi^ itaelf t •Hiii; 
giv^r of adyiQie had no sooner conehidWl th^ 
e^qxwition of his iQagnificent.plan^ than the54dl 
laughed immoderately^ not lesa ajb the intend^ 
advice to the kingi than at the author himself 
Even he, with all his. starch Bingnlaritf, cduid 
not avoid joining, in it, frojoi the t>roiid4:onceit 
which he entertained of the vast .impprtancfe 
an4 value of Tus own whimsicat thodghtB. Aa 
to myseli^ my dear Scipio, I was more;ibaii 
surprized at this conversation, and,. not ksg.so^ 
at learning, that the end of people cf sock 
extraordinary characters as these, flhould be, to 
die quietly in an hospital. 

Scipio. 

.... ^ .  , . ..» 

I am as much surprized as yourself, Bergano^ 
Have you any thing further to impart to me? 

Besoance. 

I have only a. few words to add, with wfaioh| 
ahall finish, for I think day isi ]begiiixnng ta 
dawn. . One day I accompanied Mahudez to 
the governor of the city, . who is a per£Bot 
gentleman, and a man of considerable property. 
We found .him alone; after having bestowed a 
large contribution on this charity, according to 
jhis benevolent general custom, they entered 
into an interesting conversation, on. th& vabrgt^ 
cf tmfoTtanate women, w\io vp^\\^ l^x xOasSI^ 
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the hospital, bnt^whose cases were so desperate; 
that. they, frequently fell a sacrifice to the- best 
remedies it could afford. Their sufferings, said 
.the . governor, . are only preludes to the still 
greater punishments which will be their portion 
inthejiext world; for, God severely punishes 
impurities; .but, it would. be a good thing to 
^ remedy these frightful irregularities : I have 
^ often applied the whole force of my mind, to 
find an efficaciouis remedy for so great an eyil; 
but, . added he, sorrowfully, I fear the evil is 
incurable, and is one of the horrible, misfortunes 
peculiar to the present age. A few days before, 
I had heard the same subject discussed, by: an 
old invalid in the hospital, who did not feel so 
much embarrassed as the governor about the 
l^niedy, and directly pointed out one. . I was 
half mad, that I could, not participate in the 
conversation, and my zeal carried me away: 
without reflecting that I did not possess the 
power, of speech, I put myself into the^attitude 
for speaking ; but, instead of articulating words, 
and. uttering my thoughts, I barked so loudly, 
and with such violent impetuosity, . that the 
governor J)ecame frightened, and called to the 
servants to tujj^j^ae out of the room, by the use 
of their clubs, fancying, that I was suddenly 
become jnad. . A servant, who, unfortunately 
for me, was not deaf, stepped forward, and 
Maying caught up a large ^^^c/^ oi ^oo^v^^'t^^ 
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Bbk^ance. 

I am, indeed, mortified also, and imreseiTodly 

declare, that I eternally renounce this woman» 

as my mother, if she really was the author of 

our existence. 

SciPio. 

Let us talk no longer on that horrid subject, 
I beseech you. I will more cheerfully attend 
to all you have to relate respecting the Egyp- 
tians, than to any reflections which you can 
make to console both me and yourself, for 
a parental connection so very unworthy. 

Berganoe. 

• You know that there are very great numbers 
of gipsies in Spain ; they are ahnost incredible ; 
they are spread every where throughout the 
kingdom ; they all know one another, and all 
traffic together^ their commerce consists in 
barter or exchange with the world, of articles 
which they have purloined ; so that the parties, 
to whom they belong, have no possible opportu- 
nity of recls^ming them, because, they are 
transported and sold, at a great distance from 
the places where the articles were stolen. They 
acknowledge a chief, to whom they pay greater 
attention and obedience, than to a king. They 
treat him as a count, and supply him with an 
illustrious house of descent \ not tk^l V^ Ssi^ 
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taken: moteoYBt, the poor ought never id 
interfere witih the counsels o£the great, because^ 
the great idly fimcy, they know every thing; 
and how can they do otherwise than deceitfully 
believe it, when surrounding base, corrupt 

! flatterers, impudently maintain the insulting 

• imposition to their faces? 

Beegance. 

You are right, Scipio. I entered, on another 
•evening, the house of a lady of high condition, 
who carried, under her ann, a little dog, that, 
wh^Di frightened, retreated into her sleenL 
This little monkey no sooner saw me, than he 
jumped from the arms of his mistress, and ran 
directly to bark at me, and did not stop, until 
it bit my leg. I turned towards it, widi great 
contempt; but, not daring to touch it, content^ 
ed myself with thinking, " If I could only meet 
*' you in the street,- contemptible little animal, 
'* I would make few bones of yon; I would 
settle you, for ever, wiA one gripe of my 
teeth ! " Thi^ made me reflect, that persoDB 
in favour, and power, are always insolent, 
although it too oftein happens, that they hare 
no other merit than» having, by some act c€ 
base prostration, accidentally pleased Bomt 
prince, or greaM; OMtn;. that is to say, princes^ 
nobihtVj, ministers and' officiers of state, seldom 
or ever raise &oae to gceid.! «atoai2cub\»^tt\^|D^^ 
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and emptDyment*, wfap are the most tfoijOy^ 
imd be§t qiudifiedy At courto, they leSpt itt» 
ahmmackii ;* caa ggfefr tggtJitte» every tUhi^; 
THttie itself has not the pfiecedence! dience, it 
tomes, undoubtedly, liiat a iaTonrite has no 
rig^ to complain, when he loses his power 
and falls into disgrace. I could carry this 
reflectioQ agaiiist abused power, and' place 
insolence, muchfiiriher; the subject is noble 
and plentiful ; but, it is time to finish, as you see 
it is already broad day. 

ScTPio, . 

• it is trae^ kt us break up oui^ cam«i8ation; 
BDtil the approaching evening,* when I will 
idate my adventures. 

• •- ,. • 

. As soon as the licentidte had read this eoB^ 
▼ersation, he roused Campusano, who3e ill state 
of health kept him still asleep. Although I 
must continue to fancy, that this dialogue is 
fictitious, said the licentiate, I have derived 
infinite pleasure from reading it. I like the 
invention and the artifice, and I shall be im- 
patient for the remainder, confident, from the 
character which Scipio has opened, by occa- 
sional observations and criticisms in the course 
of Bergance's narrative, that he has not less wit 
and humour than the other, and thaX Va% ^^V»\ 
^ ewents and things wtti not \i^ «v^«t V»»% 
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The first thing the gipsy did, was to slip off the 
&iae tail, aiid to change his saddle; ihei^ 
without iomng time, he again went in search of 
the labourer. He found him, before the labourer 
had ^scovered the theft ; and the good man 
tras actually taken in to buy twice oyer thfi 
•ame ass. As soon as the bargain was com- 
plete, the labourer returned with the gipsy to 
his own house, to count out the purchase 
money, and he then found, that the first ass had 
be^d stolen. He strongly suspected, that the 
gipsy had played him this trick ; indeed, he 
plainly told him so, and that he would not jwf 
for the second ass, certain as he was, that this 
pretended second ass was the same ass which 
he had before bought and paid for; but of 
which the gipsy had robbed him. But, the 
gipsy brought forward so many witnesses, 
amongst others an apostate serjeant, to prove, 
that the first ass which^e had sold him pos* 
sessed a tail, and that it was, therefore, impos* 
sible this second ass could be the same, as it 
had no tail. The poor labourer lost his suit 
The magistrate decided against him. 

I could relate to you, a thousand histories of 
the same dishonest bearing ; but, this single 
instance is quite sufficient to exhibit the gene- 
ral character of these people. I resided amongst 
these gipsies, S^pio, twenty days, as I have 



COKTEftSATIOK Ot TWO HOCS. M7 

already infoimed you; but, as I coald not 
accnttom myself to their habits of life, I wifli- 
drew from them, at Grenada, without takiBg 
leave. The same d9y, I strolled through the 
garden of a Moovwlio percerring me, io€k 
great pains to induce me to stay. I remained 
with him somewhat longer than a month, and 
I must tmly say, that I nerer fared worse tiian 
in his service. This man, like all his £dlow 
Moors, practised avarice, in ihe most grinding 
parsimonious way that can be conceived. He 
was very rich, as are the major part of the 
Moors ; but, he would not be at the trouble of 
personally profiting by his money ; he locked 
it all up, and supported himself by scrips and 
scraps, wherever he could find them. Judge, 
then, if I, A» ifog, had mty chance of being btX" 
uriousfy fed ! I continued, nevertheless, very 
well satisfied with my place, because my life 
was quiet and easy ; and I had no intention of 
growing old in his service. His garden was 
a delightful resort of amusement, in which 
a great many persons had liberty to walk; 
some, even at all hours; and I particularly 
watched the conduct of one of these constant 
visitors, who came there regularly every morn- 
ing before sun-rise, and seated himself under a 
thick, bushy pomegranate tree, on the branches . 
of which they had formed several seats. This 
was a young man, whom I took, fot ^^ ii^9^^iSDX\ 
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ibr, his coat, which had once been black, was. 
now become bo perfectly thread-bare, that tha- 
▼erjr sight of it would even have driven away 
thieves ; and it decisively served him as an 
indisputable protectioa against all depredators.. 
JNfever did I behold jooanners and conduct so- 
upparently wild and extravagant as his ; from 
time to time, he struck his forehead with violent 
Uiow9 of his hand ; then, he madly stamped his 
feet, scratched his head, bit. his nails, bent his 
hestd .to the ground, and, suddenly, raised it 
agieiin up to heaven; sometimes he fell into 
IHicb. very profound reveries, that he neither 
moved his feet nor his hands, nor even his eye- 
lids ; and, it was to be concluded, that he was 
either .lost in exalted sublimity or in humble 
trance. One day that I approached him^ withr- 
out his perceiving me, I heard him muttering 
aome unintelligible sentences between his teeth ; 
and, in the very next moment, he poured forth 
a loud e;s:clamation, saying, ah ! the happy, 
happy thought ! never did I compose a better 
yerse in my life ! and, snatching up a book, 
which he had laid on one of the chairs, with 
a. writing-desk, he entered some lines in it. 
Hence, I divined two things; the first, that 
this young man was certainly a poet ; and the 
second, no less certain^ that he was very proud, 
and immeasurably gratified with this fruitful 
iseup of his own conceited imagination ! 
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Itt the midst of this amusing soliloqiiy, I ssw 

another yoimg man enter the garden; Us 

appearance waB much in his favour, and he was 

well dressed; he gave himself great airs; 

occasionally read jdoud from a paper which he 

held in his hand, ruminating on what he read^ 

as if learning sentoices by heart. He went 

direct to the pomegranate tree, and addressing 

himself to the poet, well! said he, good sir, 

have you yet completed your first act? I have 

just finished it, returned the poet, and in the 

happiest style possible. May I inquire how? 

said the new comer. Here it is, sir, delightedly, 

seplied the poet; peruse it, and judge fbr 

yoiurself. The pope, into whose mouth I have 

put some most admirable verses, will appear 

dressed in all his pontifical robes, accompanied 

by. a dozen cardinals, clothed in rtb&t-coloured 

canonicals. You are surprized, said he, at the 

colour of their eminence's canonicals; but this 

is appropriate to the time of the representation; 

and I. have drawn that period of time, when the 

cardinals would be out of the applicable 

costume, clothed in scarlet. This fortunate 

HIT will gain me more fame, than you can 

possibly imagine ; because, the learned will be 

convinced, that I not only am competent to 

compose good poetry, but, that I am intimately 

versed in the roman ceremonials. That is not 

» bad idea,, said the youngmaa " >:tfe^^ 



t30 JCONYfiBSATIOK OF TWO BOGS. 

you suppose, tbat Tagrant comedianB, who are 
to perform your piece, are to find twelve sets of 
vMet robes, in which your twelve substitute 
fiardii^p are to perform their parts? They 
may find them where they please, replied the 
poet, that is not my concern; but, I know, they 
must provide them, even should they be obliged 
to send express to Rome for them. Can it be 
supposed, that, for the sole purpose of gratifying 
the avarice, and indulging the extravagant^ 
humours of the performers, I will submit to | 
cripple my composition, and deprive the publie 
of the grandest, most magnificent, and splendid 
spectacle that ever was invented, or attempted 
to be exhibited. Could it be possible to 
imagine any thing more decidedly grand and 
magnificent, and more dignified, in a dramatic 
poem, than to introduce upon the stage, a 
sovereign pontiff, surrounded by twelve car* 
dinals, all decorated with their robes of statei 
accompanied by all their respective ministen, 
with their multitude of official attendants? 

I perceived, my dear Scipio, from their 
conversation, that this young man was a 
comedian ; but, as is too often the case, and 
proves the destruction of many valuable com- 
positions, with a view to save his own money, 
and to lessen his own trouble, in the perform* 
*nce, he would not coiuwxil t/^ l\i^ mtcoductioB 
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of SO many robed dignitaries^ wiHi their expeit* 
sive pageantry, and therefore advised this too 
sanguine author, to strike out a consideraUe 
portion of them, for the purpose, as tha 
comedian pretended, of rendering the represent 
talion practicable. To this, the poet would not 
for an instant listen; the proposition enraged 
him; he thought his composition, already, too 
much lowered by curtailment; for, said he, you 
may think yourselves very fortunate, that I have 
not introduced the whole conclave, which was 
my original intention, in order to preserve, more, 
strictly, the fidelity. . of Justoiy; and, if I have 
not closely adhered to mj first impulse, I have 
only availed myself of that poefs licence, which 
my brother professors always practise, and 
therefore, will readily pardon. The comedian 
burst out into a horse laugh, and left the 
disappointed, mortified poet to the extensive 
range of his own fertile imagination, without 
further impediment. 

Doubtless, my dear Scipio, you will imagine, 
that the conduct of the comedian greatly 
mortified the poet; no such thing; he imme- 
diately returned to his composition, which he 
extended by the addition of further fancies, as 
if no objection had been offered. This finished^ 
he drew from his pocket several dry crusts of 
bread, and some bunches of raisvn&>^V\Oci\i% 
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readily detoiired with a travelling appetite*^ 
Whetlier I profited by this repast, and to what 
exfenty you must opprc^/ss your imagination to 
discover. Fancy to yourself^ a poet half 
famished, and his provisions scanty, as yo« 
have seen; neither sufficient for a man, nor 
proper for a dog: if he was deficient, I was 
ho{>eJe8s; nevertheless, I ctoght my shared 
some of his crusts grown rusty in his pockety 
were so excessively stale and hard, that he could 
not possibly swallow them, so that he tossed 
them to me. ** The cat must be hungry when a 
" crust contents her" When this delicious and 
plentiful repast was ended, we both, that is^ the 
half famished poet, and the half famished dog, 
accompanied each other, to regale ourselves at 
a prolific fountain. This description, my deai" 
Scipio, will instruct you, that the prpfession of 
a poet is not the most thriving in the world, 
with respect to the comforts^and coiiveniences 
of life. Their privations are great, generally 
speaking; but mine were more severe and 
alarming, as I was obliged to live upon what 
this, the poorest of all poor and necessitous 
poets, threw away. What an excellent subject 
for refined reflections, were we wise enough to 
take advantage of it! Never was any person 
yet so unhappy, but, if he would exert himself 
to look around him, he might find others 
w6mtely more so! True philosophy teachea 
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the unhappy^ not to compare their situatioa 
with those who have better provision, and 
fewer cares than themselves; but, to examine 
into the situation of those who are more 
destitute, and have a larger portion of care and 
trouble! In short, to look down for comparative 
consolation ; not to look up for enviable dejec- 
tion and mortification. Providence has wisely 
ordained, that ** every man^s shoulders shall be 
" competent to bear his own burdem ;" and, wh6n 
otherwise, it must be the fault of man himself^ 
Every one has his trials, and it is to be fearedy 
that, too often, " a smiling countenance covers an 
aching heart" 
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The poet, at length, satisfactorily finished 
his play, and, firom that time, he no longer 
visited the garden; and I, heartily tired of the 
long penance I had undergone, entered the city 
with a view to select a more liberal master. 
I had not proceeded many paces through the 
first street I traversed, before I perceived my 
poet coming out of the monastery of St. Jerome. 
The moment he saw me, he approached me : 
on my side, I hastily ran direct to him, and 
never before had he bestowed on me so many 
caresses. He instantly drew two or three 
pieces of bread firom his pocket, and presented 
them to me; I devoured them very ravenously. 
I then followed himi and having walked aa 
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immense distance, we arriyed at the house of 
the manager of a company of comedians, into 
whose hands my poet had entrusted one of his 
productions, for expected representation. This 
was the day appointed for the first rehearsal. 
We proceeeed to the house of one of the pe^ 
formers, who had assembled a large company^ 
to canvass its merits. The actors began; but, 
the first act was barely finished, when the 
whole of the company disappeared. The pky 
was generally hissed; the whole audience went 
away, one ailer the other; and, to my poefs 
great consternation and dismay, we, that is to 
say, the manager, the poet, and myselC 
remained quite alone. I confess, my dear 
Scipio, that I am not conversant in poetry, but 
I was of the general opinion of the assembled 
audience: I found the piece insupportable: 
the performers were enraged at its folly; they 
approached the poet with fury; and, if "flie 
manager had not prevented it, the actors would 
have seized the disappointed poet, and tossed 
him in a blanket. Their bread, they said, was 
equally at stake with his. I much admired the 
patience, indifference, and resignation of this 
wretched author. Since this very interesting 
production does not fall in with your weak 
judgment and fanciful prejudices, said he, I 
suppose I must submit to the injuries which you 
impose upon me, in condemmng my piece, like 
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many other meritorious authors, who will not 
deign to solicit individual interests, and scorn 
to purchase them. Your rejection does not 
put me out of conceit with the merits of mj 
composition, as I know full well, from long 
obsenration and experience, that, had it been 
introduced for performance, as the composition 
of any one of your company, in the professional 
spirit of exclusion and monopoly, it would have 
been patronized, sanctioned and successful. 
But, as the want of interest among the profes* 
sion,.by being a composer, and not a performer, 
precludes me from aU hope of jusfice l&cwg 
done^ to my valuable work by you, return it to 
ine. People of superior judgment and better 
taste, will know how to appreciate, and will be 
smne to protect it. Though through professional 
neglect and prejudice, it has failed with you, it 
must be approred and successful erery where 
else ! With this declaration, the poet indigo 
nandy retired. It is possible you, my dear 
Scipio, may here censure me, for ingratitude. 
This poet had been kind to me, in the midst of 
his own pinching distress ; but, I did not dare 
to follow him; and moreover, to tell you the 
truth, I felt as much mortified and ashamed, as 
he could be; as if the disgraceful rejected work 
had been my own. I remained with the 
comedians, who left no pains untried, to keep 
me amongst them, clearly seeing* tlxa.! I xaa^^ 
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become useful and profitable to them. I was 
not wrong in my conjecture; they employed mo 
in their interludes, and intermediately, between 
the acts of other performances; not only for the 
amusement of the ignorant, during these 
intenralsi but to keep in awe intruders into the 
theatre, and those who insulted the performers. 
It is very true, that I, occasionally, received 
very unmerciful kicks and blows ; and this 
disgusted me with the performance of these 
theatrical duties. The most terrible treatment 
I ever received in my life, was in this city of 
Valladolid, to which I had followed these 
actors. I had a quarrel with a brute^ who 
struck me with all his might, and had nearly 
laid me dead on the spot. I had neither bit 
him, nor torn him ; for, on this very day, I was 
muzzled, and I had only assumed the menacing 
appearance of biting, in the performance of my 
duty, to make him remove from the benches, 
on which he had climbed up, in defiance of my 
prohibition, and in contravention of the positive 
orders of my masters. But, this himian brute 
did not comprehend forbearing jocularity ; and 
had I, inceremoniously knocked him down, in 
the first instance, as he did me, his conduct 
evinced, that it would have been nothing more 
than the treatment he expected and felt he 
richly deserved. Like all insolent bullies, this 
human brute was a consummate coward. Shorts 
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ly after my battle with this brate, destitute as 
I ¥fa8, 1 relidily^ and unreluctantly, bid a^eu to 
this collection of vagrants. Independent of 
such depraved vagabonds not being suitable to 
my taste, I utterly abominated their vulgar 
habits, and detested their vicious way of life. 
Their theatre was not a school for moral doo- \ 
trine and the exposition of crime; for the ; 
promotion of poetic literature, and the encou^ / 
ragement of genius : it was every thing the '• 
contrary. The individual vices, base intrigues ' 
and profligacy, vulgar manners and coarse 
conduct, false dealings and fraudulent devices 
of the performers, male and female, degraded 
iheir institution to the lowest ebb of prostitution 
and infamy, and lamentably levelled it with the 
execrated midnight assemblies of thfiipestiferous, 
contaminating, infernal dom Daniel's cavern. 
My dear Scipio, I experienced manifold dr^d- 
ful difliculties, after I quitted my place in this 
company of vagrants. For three or four suc-« 
ceeding days, I knew not, where to lay my 
head, or to obtain a morsel; yet, I would 
sooner have embraced the vile iniquities of the 
shambles of Seville, or planted myself in the 
midst of the miscreant beggars of Zahara — all 
virtue itself, in comparison with this sink of 
Aeatrical infamy ; than have continued to asso^ 
ciate with these mountebank impostors. 
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Thus, destitute^ wandering, miserable, and 
nearly famished, I saw yoi^ one night, with 
tiiat most exoellent man, Makudez, carrying his 
lanthom, and I acknowledge that beholding 
yon in this sanctified occupation, I first fek 
.enridns of your superior and happy condition, 
•compared with the wretchedness of my owii. 
As you recollect, I approached, gravely placed 
"myself, and very demurely walked by your 
side. I thus pleased the holy man, who, struck 
with my steady deportment, did not for a 
moment hesitate to take me as your companioi^ 
and, you know, he brought me with you iota 
this hospital. All that has occurred, since I 
arrived in this house, has been so important; 
as to require much time to relate; but, I will 
confine myself to a conversation I overheard one'^ 
day between four invalids, lying in four difierent \ 
beds, placed close to each other. Pardon me, 
my dear Scipio ; but what I have to relate is 
extremely wdl worth hearing, and I wiU pre- / 
serve the straight line, by rendering it as condse/ 
as possible. 

Scipio. 

I can pardon you willingly ; but be as concise 
as you have promised, for I already smell the 
approach of day ; and never was adherence to 
the straight line of communication mxxt ne- 
cessary. 
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Beaoancs. 

[n one of these four beds^ quite at the eztre- 

ty of this ko(Bg[^tal, was a chemist; in the 

lond bed, a jgogt^ in the next, a mathemati- 

n; in the fourth, an adviser, or one who 

es advice ! 

Scipio. 

[ perfectly remember having seen them. 

Bebgance. 

rhe first of these invalids, who offered his 
itiments, was the poet. I happened to be 
osing under one of their beds, to be cool in 

shade, as the heat of the sun was become 
Y oppressive ; and I distinctly heard the 
owing arguments. I never before heard such 
y heavy moaning in all my life, so very 
d, accompanied by such very heavy sighs, 
1 bitter exclamations. How comes it, said 

mathematician, that you complain so very 
ivily? I complain of fortune, answered the 
)t ; with great truth it has been said, that she 
ilind; and she has certainly proved herself 
i>e so with respect to me. Those were bold 
iple who asserted, that any person possessing 
lit could command her; they deceived 
Biselves. It is true, fortune hectors and 
Bineers; and, if she sometimes brings tQ 
lit the most hidden and secret ilun^ti^ift ^% 



^40 CONVERSATION ^F TWO DOGS. 

often throws obscurity over those things which 
are most brilliant and dazzling. I am a melan- 
choly proof of the truth of this position. Who 
would not complain, who would not groair, 
under a destiny like mine ? You shall judgd 
for yourselyes. I have .observed, with the 
strictest particularity and attention, every rob 
laid down by Horace in his Art of Poesy. This 
celebrated master lays down as a precept, to 
all the children of Parnassus, to all the nurs- 
lings of Phoebus; " never to bring to light my 
work which lias not been finished and thorougUif 
digested for six years,'* h have done a great deal 
more : I composed a work, which I have since 
laboured at for twenty years ; the subject is 
sublime, the invention perfectly novel, the 
episodes are admirable, and the versification 
incomparable and wonderful! It is an heroic 
poem, which greatly surpasses all .that have 
ever yet appeared. It is a master-piece, and 
completely throws into the shade all the iliads 
and eneids which have ever been written; and 
yet, '* O tempora ! O mores !" I have never 
been able to find, until the present moment, 
a prince, whom I esteem worthy of the dedica- 
tion ; I mean, a prince, who is a friend of the 
muses, and who, at the same time, unites 
liberality, learning and science, to qualify him 
to value them. Here has been my difficulty. 
/ perfectly understand yo\k, ^^\d t^<& chemist,' 
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,y tell me, I beseech you, what is the subject 
i£ this magnificent poem ? It is, replied the 
K>et, a long and . ample supplement to the life 
\{ king Actus, composed by the archbishop 
?urpin. Mine are additional anecdotes, which 
beautifully illustrate the life of this great prince, 
Aio reigned in Great Britain. It relates all 
he adventures which this king had with the 
airy of the Isle of Avalon, to which he was 
conveyed after the battle fought with the sons 
\i Lothus, king of the Picts, in which he was 
langerously wounded. . You must understand, 
hot besides the vast utility which this piece 
iffords, there is no particle of deficiency in the 
iOgaging and delightful. Utility and delight 
>ught uniformly to be the decided objects of 
svery learned author, intending to promote 
>u,blic good ; and you will find this piece most 
latisfactorily realizes that end. I might have 
>erformed this brilliant and useful work in 
>rQS^ but, my head and heart gave the decided 
ireference to the language of the gods ! Prose • 
8 cold, insipid, defective, and incompetent 
;o exalted and sublime composition ; very ill \ 
calculated, in a word, to describe the marveU 
ious and wonderful. On the other hand, poetry 
is of itself sublime ; it is the compound language 
of the most learned bramins of the east, as well 
as of the gods, and affords immeasurable com- 
pass for tll^e poet's licoice, the exei^^iae ol \i\A^ 
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would be ridiculon^, and inadmissible in tbe 

mouiJi of the most eloquent orator. To speak 

more simply and concisely ; it is the exclusil^ 

province of poetry to support sublimity, by nobk 

: and dignified^ appropriate expression. I am 

^ not conversant in this style of writing, observed 

the ch^adsi, and, therefore, it is impossible for 

me to judge of the heavy misfortune of which 

you so bitterly complain. I will admit that 

your misfortune is very heavy ; for, I do. not 

attach much faith to what is generally said cS 

poets, that the greatest number of them axe 

complete visionaries, and only deceive aad 

mislead mankind. But, what I have to say to 

you, continued the chemist, heaving a very 

deep sigh, is, that if any human being has 

reason to arraign the fickleness of fortune* and 

is licensed to maintain, that there is not a 

liberal prince in the world, sufficiently wise 

and competent to understand his own real | 

interest, it is me, and me only. 1 mightuhave 

possessed more wealth than Croesus, and have 

made gold and silver as plentiful as pebble 

stoties, as Solomon did before me, without any 

greater secret, art, and power than mysetf; 

StUl, I am as wretched, poor, and as much in 

want, I will not say, as you, who are a poet (rf 

great fame and high reputation, but, as the 

most paltry and trifling jingler of rhymes. 

^^hit of nothing, nothing can come ;" this is one 
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the first principles of chenUBtry. To make 
id; gold is n^clessaiy; and^ when you am 
•flseSsed of every material, except instromenta 
d ftunaces, who does not know, that th» 
erator of this great work is necessarily sub- 
ited to provide for very heavy expences, too 
nentably the fatal extinguisher of real talents 
d industry, in a country assessed up to the 
ry chin ? and, to this hour, I have never been 
le to find either a prince, or a private indi« 
lual, wise enough to risk the advancement of 
rery moderate sum, on the certain prospect 
amassing millions. Have you made many 
ftis,- said the mathematician, of converting 
iier metals into gold ? I have not yet, an* 
ered the chemist ; but I know that it is 
icticable, and not a deceitful chimera, as the 
lorant generally suppose. I know, that there 
a chemical powder, called the '' powder of 
yectpm/^ which, thrown upon any quantity of 
se metal, such as lead or copper, will instantly 
tDsmute it into the most refined metals, such 

gold or silver. I am certain, that in the 
Eorse of another two months, I should have 
icovered the philosopher's stone, with the 
ich of which even stones and sand may be 
averted into gdd and silver. You have 
Ih greatly over«rated your misfortunes, said 
e mathematician ; one of you has a book to 
sdicate,,and cannot find a MaiceittA^Qt^ 

M 2 



244 CONVEBSAtlON OF TWO DOGS. 

of the honor : the ether could effect the dkobI 
wonderful transmutations within the reach of ' 
chemistry, but cannot find any well-endowed 
prince or man of wealth possessed of sufficienit 
faith to hazard the trifling expence of the ope^ 
ration. Such are your misfortunes ; but what 
will you say to mine? It is now two-and- 
twenty years that I have studiously pursued the 
search of the quadrature of a circle ; that is to^ 
say, the dimensions of a square, of which tht 
surface shall be precisely equal to the sur- 
face of a circle. I cannot tell, whether yon 
rightly understand me : a thousand times luLve 
I believed that I had obtained my object ; bnt^ 
at the very moment that I began to congratulate 
myself on the result of my long perseverance, 
and to applaud myself, and to rejoice in the 
accomplishment, I found myself as widely and 
discouragingly distant, as the very first dvf 
in which I began to study the elements of 
geometry. This reminds me of those inacces- 
sible isles, which navigators constantly fancy 
they can quickly reach, but on which they 
never land. Thus, my torment is as great as 
that of Tantalus, who died of famine, in the 
midst of abundance of fruit, and of thirst, in 
the midst of surrounding waters. All I can 
say is, that I have been unhappily pursuing 
a phantom ; that I have consumed the best of 
my days in thought ^xvd in.eA\\^\\^Ti \ %nd after 
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having exhausted my wits and my brain in an 
unobtainable objeet, I have founds that I want* 
ed capacity for it, and was reduced to the very 
verge of indigence. The fourth invalid, who 
had been all attention and profound silence 
hitherto, now offered his sentiments. I am 
entirely of your opinion, said he, addressing the 
mathematician ; the profession which does not 
afford a livelihood, is a bad one, and I bless 
heaven for not having, made me, either a poet, 
or a mathematician, or a chemist ; for, wiUiout 
meaning any thing disrespectful towards anyone 
of you,lookingfirstat one> and then at the others, 
these are three professions, which certainly 
appear to me to have been devised for the express 
purpose of starving to death all who ever pur- 
sued them. The flower of youth is consumed in 
the composition of verses or romances ; in search 
pf certain objects, such as the longitude ; and in 
actually transmuting their gold into charcoal ; 
that is to say, they neglect the essential of 
attaching themselves to some profession which 
will afford them a maintenance ; and, in the 
end, they find themselves grown old and poor 
together; and, like the stork in the fable, 
without having any thing to crunch. As to 
myself, said he, I have a better profession than 
you have ; at the same time, I must tell you, 
that I am not one particle happier, or better off. 
I can safely say, that I have beeu ixo^^n^tv^^ 



046 COiNVEBSATlON OP T*WO DdGV. 

by the Teiy meaM which load fortunes i 
others ; bnt eveiy thing has its adyantagei 
disadvantages, and '^ Every one is not bom 
a siher apoon m his mauthJ* It is neithe 
defect of the art, nor the negligence of 
artist, that has caused my extreme poverty 
distress ; it is the pernicious blast of my 
genius, supported by the whimsical capri< 
dame Fortune, under whose sports, you, one 
aH, seem to have suffered so very severe!; 
to authorize the expression of your cornel 
with such acute asperity. I can skfely 
that no person in the world has been vii 
witii greater ihjuries by her injustice than 
self, and no one can possibly have greater c 
of complaint. And, pray sir, interposed 
chemist, what is your art ? I am a man 
gives advice ; one who is consulted for ad 
and readily gives it, answered this last inv 
You are all acquainted with this profess 
there is not one more lucrative, and it require 
capital ; witness the immense number of per 
who began with nothing, but by obtruding 
pudence and falsehood, trampling on the ri^ 
effecting the ruin of the people, and iiiflic 
wounds on their country, have advanced A 
selves to the top of the wheel, and obtai 
great stations of trust, productive of wealth 
title. I speak of persons, who always 1 
been sctrmAUT^ vptDords^ mthout te^ani 
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sacrifieey whether of principle, honor, oT^lii- 
sistency ; and, hltving arriyed at the height of 
their pernicious ambition, and acquired mpney 
and place, title and estate, they disdain to cast, 
an eye downward on the mischief they have com- 
mitted, and plume themselves in a continttatiOA 
o# their system of iniquity, lest, a changiCof 
conduct should, constructively, convict tiaifem 
of their* former successful atrocities. Th<e 
ladder is thrown- down which- raised them to 
their 29enith, and the wheel of oppression is put 
in rapid motion, to grind, mutilate, and sufibcate 
the voice of their original suppcMters, atd all 
their natural grievances. Hence, the impo^ 
-verishment of the people, the cause of convul- 
lrion, the fall of states; when, by such a 
gystsm of inordinate misrule^ the political pyra- 
mid is thrown on its apex, revolution inevitably 
follows ! Yes, t do- not hesitate to say, that I 
give advice; nay, I repeat^ that, at various 
times, I have been apfdied to, and have gratu- 
itously given my advice at court, for the benefit 
of the king, and, in no instance, to the prejudice 
of the kingdom; but, I have never had the 
good fortune to be listened to. Thanks to 
courtiers and ministeris, whomi found it impos- 
sible to please; not, because my advice was not 
good, but, by reason, that it went too far, in 
exposing the ignorance, imbecility, and private 
intertiit of those mystical clasat% of ^^^o^^,^^^ 
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fill a courts for the selfish purposes of promotion 
and pecuniary acquisition, at the expence of 
the people and the country ; and, consequently, 
whose crooked policy it is, to drive from coiHt, 
and, keep at. a distance, every person who hai 
more knowledge, discernment and peneiratioa 
than . themselves. These courtiers, who, like 
.death, keep no calendar, dread the loss of 
•power . as the forerunner of the forfeiture 
of honor and character, if not of life. .Tlug 
day I ohtain the.means of vengeance, continued 
this giver of advice, smiling ; I will no longer 
apply to perfidious ministers; I will disdain 
them, and proceed direct to the fountain head! 
I have already prepared a petition which I will 
myself present to the king; conspicuously 
opening to his view, the certain means of liqui- 
dating all the debts under the burden of which 
the nation is groaning, and which all our mines, 
rich and prolific as they are, are not competent 
to relieve. Those debts are immense and over- 
whelming, to be sure, as you all well know; 
no matter for that; the greater their amoimt, 
the greater will be my merit, the more insignifi- 
cant all our Mexicos: I shall be sooner listened 
to, and with readier facility carry my plan into 
successful execution; inevitably obtain the 
immediate applause of the king, and the per^ 
petual gratitude of the virtuous abused country, 
»t present in : the deplorable condition of a 
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"^sickly consumptrre mm, mextHtmif 
to accelerate his speed in tlie 
destitate of nouiiahiiieiit. Ids aims and ina 
oyerburthened, and his head bent doim 
die weight of fetters. Certainlr, dns is a 
important plan, and win rejoice 
of the dilapidated kingdom, 
his royal sceptre, on the throne, to the 
aweeper, wielding his chimney seeptie at die 
top of the hoose; in ereiy ooantrr, whese 
freedom is valaed, and indostvj pfOtocCed; 
where pure and unsospected jiMtice wagm 
paramonnt^ and is dispensed nnder the canopy 

I judge by your countenances, gentlemen, that 
you cordiaUy applaud my fdan, and that your 
curiosity is anxiously expecting, diat I will 
expose it to you. I will, c<mfidently penoaded 
-as I am, diat you will not divulge it, and that 
you will admire my brilliant genius, and com- 
pliment the depth of -my enlightened under- 
standing. I will propose to the Ling, that he 
shall issue an order, to all his subjects, from 
the age of fourteen to sixty, of all ranks and 
.qualities, that they shall fast, one day in every 
month, on bread and water; he may fix upon 
any day he pleases; and all the expences which 
.would have been laid out on that day, on 
more substantial food, shall be paid in mone^^ 
^ad counted out to his majeat^ va ^i&^% ^^ 
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Atft scheme. I contend, and it camiot 
denied, that, in 1c0b than twenty yeanr, thi 
nation will not be in debt a single maravedi. 
I have calculated it, and the calculation is net 
d^ioult. Here are in Spain, more than threS 
millions of persons of the ages I haye fixed; 
every one of these individuals, upon an 
average, expends not less than a real and a 
l^alf, daily ; I consent to take this average at 
only one real, and rest my calculation on that 
rate only; for the poorest person, if he lived on 
diy bread only, could not live cheaper than that 
Do not you think, it would be a very happy 
thing to receive the sum of three millions of 
reals every month? And this, continued he, 
would be infinitely more advantageous to the 
subjects of his majesty, than you can imagine, 
because, at the very moment they are thus 
rendering service to their king, they are making 
themselves more acceptable to God, hy fasting, 
and are, so far, working out their own salvation ! 
The expedient is admirable, as you appear to 
admit. The profit to the king is evident and 
indubitable; the people are not wronged; and 
the money may be realized by different pariBhetf, 
without the necessity of employing myriads of 
harpies, collectors or receivers, those real blood- 
suckers and perfect pests of the kingdom, 
^hoae oppressions and insolences are a greater 
tmror andf curae to ihr««kgfKl vxid ^^ f^jts^TsXTt^^ 
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than the exactton erf* the aonej itaelf 1 Has 
giv^r of advice had no Bcxmer condnded the 
exposition of his magnificent plan^ than th^aM 
laughed immodeiately, not leas at the ioteDdei 
advice to the king, than at the aolhor hinmfiif 
Even he^ with all his starch siBgnlahtj, eoM. 
not avoid joining in it, from the proad copceit 
which he entertained of the vait impotance 
and value of his own whimsical thon^bis. As 
to myself^ my dear Scapio, I was mote Aan 
surprized at this conversation, and, not less ao^ 
at learning, that the end of people of such 
extraordinary characters as these, ahoald be, to 
die quietly in an hospitaL 

SciPio. 

I am aa much snrpriaed as yonnelf , Berganoe, 
Have you any thing further to impart to me} 

Bebgance. 

I have only a fewwoids to add, with whieh I 
shall finish, for I think day is beginning to 
dawn. One day I accompanied Mahudez to 
the governor of the city, who is a perfect 
gentleman, and^ man of considerable property. 
We found .him alone; after h^nng bestowed a 
large contribution on this charity, according to 
jbis benevolent general custom, they entered 
into an interesting conversation, on the subjact 
of unfoitonate women, who app\\ed fm xOasA^ 

h6 
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the hospital, but, whose caaes were so desperate; 
that they, frequently fell a sacrifice to the best 
remedies it could afford. Their sufferings, said 
.the. governor, . are only preludes to the still 
.greater punishments which will be their portion 
inthejDiext world; for, God severely punishes 
impurities; .but, it would be a good thing to 
..remedy these frightful irregularities: I have 
'. often applied the whole force of my mind, to 
find an efficacious remedy for so great an evil; 
but, . added he, sorrowfully, I fear the evil is 
incurable, and is one of the horrible-misfortunes 
peculiar to the present age. A few days before, 
I had heard the same subject discussed, by^an 
old invaUd in the hospital, who did not feel so 
much embarrassed as the governor about the 
jreniedy, and directly pointed out one. I was 
half mad, that I could not participate in the 
conversation, and my zeal carried me away: 
without reflecting that I did not possess the 
power of speech, I put myself into the. attitude 
for speaking ; but, instead of articulating words, 
and uttering my thoughts, I barked so loudly, 
and with such violent impetuosity, that the 
governor 4)ecame frightened, and called to the 
servants to tu{|gune out of the room, by the use 
of their clubs, fancying, that I was suddenly 
become jnad. . A servant, who, unfortunately 
ibr me, was not deaf, stepped forward, and 
Mayiug caught up a large "piec^ ot ^oo^, ^\xxi<diL 
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me 80 yiolently^ that I reeled and staggered 
under the blow« and think I almost feel it now, 
at this great distance of time; but you see, I 
idly acted on the impulse of the moment^ and 
had not consulted the old proverb/ '* Be not a 
** baker if your head be made of butter. 

* 

SciPio. 
Did your butter head complain of it? 

Bergance. 

I sent forth lamentable cries, but I might 
have saved myself the trouble ; for, the unfeeling 
servant only laughed at my cries, and would 
have repeated his soft humane dealing, had I 
not got out of the way; and, sure I am, my 
poor butter head would have been quite dis* 
solved by another such fiery blow. 

SciPio. 

This is a good lesson for you, Bergance! for 
although your intention was good, you never- 
the less did wrong. We ought never to 
intrude advice, when it is not asked; besides, 
you ought to have remembered, that Mahudez 
and you went to the governor's house, on the 
footing of mendicants ; you were both there 
clothed in the beggar's garb of poverty, and 
you must know, that the advice of the ^oor, 
however ^Beful and salutary \t inac^ \)%) V«^ tl^^^x 
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taken: mateorer, the poor ought never to 
interfere widi tfact counsels of the great^.becauBci^ 
the great : idly fiuicjr, they know every thii^; 
and how can they do otherwise than deceitfully 
believe it, when surrounding base, corrupt 
flatterers, impudently maintain the insultii^ 
imposition to their faces? 

Behgance. 

You are right, Scipio. I entered, on another 
■evening, the house of a lady of high condition, 
who earned, under her ann, a little dog, that, 
when frightened, retreated into her sleeva 
This little monkey no sooner saw me, than he 
jumped from the arms of his mistress, and nui 
directly to bark at me, and did not stop, until 
it bit my leg, I turned towards it, with great 
contempt; but, not daring to touch it, content" 
ed myself with thinking, " If I could only meet 
" you in the street/ contemptible little animal, 
" I would make few bones of yon; I woiild 
'* settle you, for ever, wiA one gripe of my 
*' teeth I" Thii^i made me reflect, that persons 
in favour, and power, are always insolent, 
although it too oftein happens, that they have 
no other merit iixsm, having, by some act of 
base prostration, accidentally pleased some 
prince, or groat manf that is to say, princes^ 
nobilitVj, ministers and officios of state, seldom 
or ever raioe ^oae to gte%.t «\\xxd&6'as^^\^\!dfit 
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and employiiientft, wJolo are the most worthy^ 
and best qualified. At courts, they letp Ho 
ahnanacki; oQ|0[£Q^Jcegulat^ every thbg; 
Tirtae itself has not the precedence! thence, it 
comes, undoubtedly, that a favourite has no 
rigftl to complain, n^en he loses his power 
and falls into disgrace* I could carry this 
reflection against abused power, and place 
insolence, much further; the subject is noble 
and plentiful; but, it is time to finish, as you see 
it is already broad day. 

ScTPio. 

It is true; let us break tip our convecsation^ 
until the approaching evening, when I will 
idate my adventures. 

As Bocm as the licentiate had read this con- 
▼ersatian, he roused Campusano, whose ill state 
of health kept him still asleep. Although I 
must continue to fancy, that this dialogue is 
fictitious, said the licentiate, I have derived 
infinite pleasure from reading it. I like the 
invention and the artifice, and I shall be im- 
patient for the remainder, confident, from the 
character which Scipio has opened, by occa- 
sional observations and criticisms in the course 
of Bergance's narrative, that he has not less wit 
and humour than the other, and that his detail 
^ ewents and things wiU not \)« «vV)\^\ V.^^ 
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inBtructive or entertaining^ I am very happyi 
that I hare pleased you> replied Campusano; 
for the sasie end, I will endeavour to impress 
upon my memory the second conversation of 
these two friends, Bergance and Scipio, and 1 : 
will commit it to writing ! . in the mean time / 
let us hope, to find men as virtuous and liberal 
in tiieir conduct towards mankind, and as well 
ihstruclJed in the affiiirs of the world, as these 
two learned dogs of Mahudez are supposed to 
be: and while I am preparing the enlightened 
institutes of Scipio, which will require some 
time, I recommend for your intermediate 
amusement, the perusal of the following inte- 
resting history, and the adventures of a princess 
of the Molucca Islands, in which you will find 
a little love produced far greater evils than 
those innocently^ resulting from the conduct of 
Bergance, in making free use of the Breton's 
^"im. though so tremendously mischievous. 
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HISTORY OF RUIS BIAS, 

A POETUGUESE, 

AND QtriXAIRE, 

A Princess of the Molucctts, called the 
Spice or Clove Islands. 



WHOEVER attributes wicked actions to 
the force of love^ because, some dastardly souls 
render themselYe_8 contemptible slaves to this 
delectable passion, seem l^s reasonable than 
the nurse of Medea, who, instead of arraigning 
the perfidy of Jason, and his infidelity, uttered 
bitter complaints against a mountain of Greece, 
for having produced the trees, with which they 
built the fiunous ship, that first ventured on the 
bosom of the ocean, and boldly defied the 
inconstancy of the waves. Superior powers 
regidate their elementary mandates by the 
peculiar object of action, and distribute their 
relative attributes proportionately. The sun, 
arrayed in all his majestic splendour, is one of 
the great causes of the nativity of men, the 
most noble of the whole animal race of nature, 
and, at the same time, of the prolific production 
of noxious insects, the scornful c.ou\ftm\X^HSL' 
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may use the expression^ of parent nature herself. 
All results share the import of the original 
subject^ and are governed by its inherent 
qualities. Those only, who are blinded by 
prejudice, or wilftdly reject the superior light 
of reason, can contest the irresistible virtue of 
this principle, or throw any doubt upon it 
Whether love produces bad effects, by accident, 
or because this passion, like all others, is 
seldom intrinsic, mankind may convince them- 
selves, by paying attention to the extraordinary 
events naiteted in the following little interesting 
iHstoiy, which affords all the ducidatioii' a&d 
conviction the foregoing principles can require, 
even to the mind of the most obstinate sceptic. 

The inhabitants of the five islands, situated 
under the equii^ox, which modem historians 
denominate the Moluccas, are not so barbarous 
and uncultivated, as the too credulous world 
have been misled to imagine. The enthusias- 
tic adoration they pay to false gods, may, 
possibly, have brought upon them this imputa- 
tion; but, it does not thence follow, that these 
islands have not given birth to illustrious 
persons, whose heroic actions have attached 
honor and renown to their country, at least 
^ual to the fame of the simple fact of this being 
the Only region in the world, producing that 
bcHntiful and wondetM bvid. ^^d to live atid 
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die in the air, and, frovi never toucbuig the 
ground, and being in a perpetual state of 
buoyancy, between heaven and earth, has 
acquired the celebrated name of the '' bird of 
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Hie two principal kings of these isles, are 
the king of Tidor, imd the king of Temate. 

The fable which tells us, that the children of 
LediBi were produced from swans eggs, in. other 
ages, received throu^out Ghfeece, not only as 
a true history, but as a sacred fact, has been 
traditionally handed down to the Moluccas: 
the inhabitants maintain, as a solemn truth, not 
to be disputed, "without cotomitting a crime, 
that ^' thdrhingsare the defendants qfihe$eegg9, 
" Jbundon aniomtain of fire^ tn ihe^ islands, 
'' nearly resembUng our Mount Etfia/^ The 
brilliant actions of one of their kings, confirmed 
the credit of this story, and so deeply impressed 
the belief of this doctrine on the minds of the 
inhabitants of the Moluccas, that they conclude, 
and positively maintain, as a sacred truth, 
*' that their kings are descended from the divinity, 
and that they are bound, in duty, always to be 
teady to be prodigal of their blood, and their 
lives, for the defence of their sovereigns, unless 
* they mean to of end the cekitial powers." 
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These two islands of Tidor and Ternate, are 
separated only by a small rivulet. Their im* 
mediate vicinity very soon engendered great 
dissensions between their two rival kings, which 
soon grew into formidable wars^ that have 
inveterately continued, without intermission, 
almost'ever since ; because, they do not conduct 
their..wars like us, by firing and regularly dis* 
ciplining great armies, acquiring knowledge of 
making themselves masters of the interior coun- 
try, and besieging towns, in order to possess the 
infallible means of holding in terrific thraldom, 
the people, whom they have subjected, to their 
dominion. Their manner of carrjring on wa£» is 
to form small contemptible predatory surprizes, 
to lay in concealed ambush, from whence, it is 
not difficult to escape danger by flight, a 
species of conduct, however dastardly, not by 
them at all considered disgraceful, provided, 
they reserve to themselves the opportunity of 
obliterating such occasional cowardly conduct, 
by gloriously distinguishing themselves in 
future actions. The two kings of Tidor and 
Temate, were become so bitterly inimical to 
(Bach other, that they especially bequeathed 
their implacable hatred as a sacred inheritance 
to their children, and this hereditary hatred had 
existed and arrived at such a height of bar- 
barity and cruelty towards each other, that 
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when tbe Pbrtagaese forces, «nmd on Aeir 
shores, they became an easy and inunediate 
conquest, and instead of attempting to tepd 
these foreigners, as became ihe safety and 
interest of both, each of these kii^ entered 
into negociations of alliance with the Pcfrta- 
gnese, that each 'might be more formidable 
against the other. The king of Tidor was the 
most active and diligent in this pursuit; he 
immediately deputed ambassadors to the Por- 
tuguese; he received them into his kingdom; 
he permitted them to build fortresses, and eren 
to become masters of his portg. Tbe kii^ of 
Temate, dismayed and in despair, at this snecess 
of his rival, dealt out to the Portuguese still 
greater advantages, determined to exceed the 
credit and confidence which he fancied Us 
rival had obtained. But, these two hated 
rivals soon found, to their cost, that they had 
both done wrong, in suffering the introduction 
amongst them, of an alien and foreign people, 
whom they soon discovered to have come for 
the purpose of establishing absolute dominion 
over them, to plunder them of their wealth, to 
destroy their sovereignty, and to divest them 
of their territorial dominions. Common sense 
and mutual danger now dictated to these two 
kings, the folly of their rival hatred, the neces- 
sity of healing and dropping their individual 
animosi ties ,• and of forming a aVncX \^^"^^ "^sw^ 
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coyenant of reciprocity against the coiumoa 
toemy. Sultan Babu, kiz^ of Temate^ was 
the author and projepjtor, of this league^ and 
rousedj animated and inspired all the islanders^ 
to the active and determined defepce of their 
common country. . 

On. the death of Bahu, Zaide^ who succeeded 
to his throne, invited the king of Tidor to 
witness his coronation, under pretext of renew- 
ing their treaties of alliance for common 
protection. The king accepted the invitation, 
and appeared at the court of Zaide> under the 
sacred sanction of public faith; but, Zaide, 
most cruelly assassinated the king and all his 
followers, as the means of preserving the friend- 
ship of the Chinese, who had, on some late 
occasions, evinced a strong distrust of him, and 
a strong disposition to warfare. The treache- 
rous Zaide, as might be expected, followed up 
this base action, by attacking the king of Tidor's 
possessions; but, the brother of the king, 
so inhumanly murdered, aided by the Por- 
tuguese, resolutely and decidedly repelled him, 
and preserved, to the children of his murdered 
brother, thl^ kingdom, which the perfidious 
Zaide had attempted to wrest from them. 
Mole, the son of the deceased king, as soon as 
he arrived at an age capable of carrying arms, 
took the field; with heioic ^idwxi , to revenge 
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the cruel death of his fiiiher; but, as go^ 
fortune does not always accompany viitaf^ i^ 
she does not always espouse the righteous 
cause, this young hero was unfortunately ti|keil 
prisoner by his enemy, in a desparate naval 
engagement, because, in the impatience of 
revenge, and the natural aHour of flhal affec- 
tion, he commenced the engagement before the 
succours from India, promised by the Portu- 
guese, had arrived. His enemy traversed the 
whole of the island of Tidor, exhibiting this 
young prince, as his prisoner, in chains, 
expecting, that the sight of him in that deplor- 
able situation, as a king lost to them, would 
induce his subjects to revolt; but, this spectacle 
failing to shake their fidelity, Zaide returned to 
Temate, better loaded with the spoils of 
furtive war than glory. The subjects of 
this triumphant king, Zaide, flocked to the sea 
side, to behold their victorious sovereign; they 
first beheld his ships of war, and no sight was 
ever more horrible. By the king's order, they 
had fixed, on the masts and on the yards of the 
ship, the heads of all their opponents who had 
fallen in the engagement, and the other vessels 
were loaded with heaps of mangled bodies and 
limbs of these unfortunate combatants. Such 
are the trophies which these unfeeling tyrants 
are accustomed to erect in pompous exhibition 
of victory ! The unfortunate kin% o€ Txdoi ^^a. 
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stationed on the deck of the last ship^ loaded 
with chains. The illustrious captive appeared 
perfectlj* tranquil, and resigned to the fate 
which awaited him, certain, from the cruel and 
sanguinary disposition of his enemy, he had 
nothing to expect, but torture and death, or 
perpetual imprisonment; he often said as much 
t6 himself, and made no mystery of it to the 
savage guards stationed in charge of him; but,- 
at a period when this rpyal prisoner had the 
least to hope relief, the chains with which the 
fescinations of his sister had bound the heart of 
a Portuguese officer, ultimately severed his, and 
gloriously restored hijn to liberty, and to his 
throne. 

s 

Mole had an only sister, named Quixaire, on 
whom nature seemed to have exhausted her 
choicest gifts ; never were so many charms 
assembled in one person ; all that benevolent 
heaven could spare of grace and elegance to 
a mortal, was lavishly bestowed on this princess. 
She possessed no attraction of the body, no , 
endowment of the mind, but in the highest 
degree of perfection ; partial mediocrity could 
no where be found: in a word, she was a most 
perfect princess. She was equally the object 
of the admiration and the vows of all the 
neighbouring kingp. The sovereigns of Ba^ 
sbioB, of Siam, and even Zaide hiniself, the 
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cruel and mortal enemy of their house, were 
one and all so desperately in love with her, that 
they, one and all, made repeated offers of their 
hearts and their crowns. She had even capti? 
vated the most distinguished of their subjects^ 
and sereral eminent foreigners, of high birth 
and great wealth, but who, not being princes^ 
and, for that reason, not daring to hope they 
could possibly attach her, had taken the wise 
resolution of stifling their passion, and withhold- 
ing all communication of it, except to inanimate 
trees and murmuring ibuntains. The princess 
Quixaire had a great deal of penetration, and 
quickly discovered the attachment of these 
several classes of people. She distinctly read 
in their eyes, all that invisibly passed in their 
hearts; and, although she felt no particular 
partiality for any one, far from being irritated 
at the affection, which she saw they could not 
command, anxious to attach them, as friends to 
her interest, by this new tie, she dissemblingly 
buoyed them up, by looks and courtesies, with 
that kind of hope, which indifferent persons 
consider, as of no consequence, but which 
increases and cherishes the feelings of those 
already entangled in love's trammels. The time 
at length* arrived, for Quixaire herself to feel 
the influence of attachment ; for, however 
managed, her heart was not formed of stone or 
rock» nor for ever doomed to remain unaJS)^\»l* 
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On the. day, when they celebrate the feast of 
saint John, the Ice of this hardened heart of 
Quixaire began to melt. It had been custom" 
ary, with the Portuguese, to celebrate this day, 
as the anniversary of their first introduction 
into the Molucca Islands, by which they laid 
the foundation of that tyranny and insolence in 
ttke government, which the Spaniards afterwards 
so extravagantly improved and established, by 
a general review of all the troops, within the 
city of Tidor. Ruis Dias, who commanded the 
Portuguese forces, was a descendant of one of 
the most illustrious houses in Portugal, a young 
warrior, of elegant appearance, of approved 
courage, and acknowledged merit ; never had 
any individual greater qualifications in his 
profession, nor better personal accomplish- 
ments, to draw the attention of the fair sex. 
At the break of day, he put the whole army 
in order of review ; and, desirous of dazzling 
the eyes of all spectators, with the grandeur 
and magnificence of his country, he spared no 
pains, and omitted nothing, that could possibly 
conduce to that end. Never did an army ap- 
pear in better order, either in well polished 
arms, in richer or handsomer uniforms. As to 
himself, he had carefully and studiously fiir* 
nished himself with the most splendid arms, 
and dressed himself in the most magnificent 
apparel; so extraordinary rich and brilliant 
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his a]^t>earance that day, that ereiy one be* 
lieved he only studied to be personally admiTed 
and distanguidhed ; b|it, neither his^ deportment 
or his good looks stood in need of these oma« 
ments, and/ it was Evident, that it was his wish, 
on this occasion, that every 6m should think, 
he was not less the object of commendation in 
his owa person, than by the dignity of the 
station with which he was invested by his 
sovereign. Quixaire wished to see this review ; 
and as, on her behalf, she was determined to 
show to a nation, who considered all othens so 
very far inferior to themselves, that the inha^ 
habitants of the Moluccas were equal to them 
in everything, she decorated herself in a superb 
style, studiously calculated to set off, imdgive 
every assistance to her own natural, charms* 
Dias appeared at the head of his ofieers and 
soldiers, with so much splendor, that tbe prin« 
cess was absolutely dazzled; ' She felt as if this 
Portuguese had violently torn from her' some* 
thing beyond ordinary admiration ; she felt, in 
one wordi that she eould no longer withhold 
het affections from a stranger, who was ranged 
amongst her adorers, for she had felt a thousand 
instances of his partiality, although he never 
had- dared to reveal his love, or declare his 
passion, by any other than indirect and. cir- 
cuitous communication. What the individual 
merits of Diai^, what att hVa %t\CT&stA wA 
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devoted assiduities could not effect^ during tiid 
whole of his long residence at Tidor, tfad 
extreme splendor of his appearance, this single 
day, fully accomplished. Love took completo 
possession of the heart of Quixaire, and ev^ 
with so much violence, that, she was no loi^ec 
mistress of herself, to conceal it. She even 
accused herself of cruelty and ingratitude. She 
loaded herself with a thousand reproaches, for 
having been so long cdl3 ; and, forsaking all , 
ordinaiy rule, she resolved on making herself 
an open declaration to Dias, of the entire em- 
pire which he had gained over her heart; and, 
if this resolution was sudden, the execution of 
it was not less so. The very next day, she 
pretended to visit one of her aunts, named 
Quixaire,at whose house the Portuguese gene- 
hd lodged. She so well contrived her plans, 
that she found hiin alone with her aunt; and, 
hiaving, artfully turned the conversation on a 
subject, on which, hitherto, she had pretended 
to be remarkably reserved and circumspect, 
she told him, without concealment, she had 
discovered in him so many excellent qualities, 
and such extraordinary merit, that she was 
obliged to acknowledge, he was the only person 
who ever yet could interest her heart. This 
avowal, an unexpected surprize to Dias, she ac- 
companied with a thousand transports. She 
even wisured him, lih^ yr^ %o d^xot^d tq hiiQ» 
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: she hadfonnedan intention of chan^ngher 
^on and of adopting his. Dias^ continued 
amorous princess^ I prefer you to all the 
it kings^^ho have sought me with long and 
int importunities ! but^ yoamust not take 
intage of my weakness ! I give you a 
*t, replete with attachment^ and you shall 
jess it for ever ; but, before I bestow it on 
, by public acknowledgment, you must 
ask any countenance or attention that can 
libly tarnish my reputation, or render me 
orthy of my high birth, which pre-eminent- 
istinguishes me from all the other princesses 
he kingdom ; since you know, that I am 
edly descended from the divinity ! From 

day forward, Dias frequentiy visited the 
cess Quixaire ; but, she conducted herself 
I so much correctness and prudence, that 
' few of her subjects could possibly conjeo- 

or suspect the resolution she had formed, 
ehalf of this stranger. The beginning of 

connexion was auspiciously happy; the 

dismally fatal. Whilst Dias and Quixaire 
filed in manifold innocent pleasures, and 
cations, whilst they reciprocally consulted 
he best measures to be adopted to accom- 
li their union, they received the mournful 
Uigence of the defeat of Mole, and of his 
pnent in the prison of Temate. Quixaire was 
»wn into the deepest distress uxid.mo\mi\sj^\ 
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for, she most affectionately loved the imprisotisd 
Ung ; and. she was the more sensibly afflidtied^ 
because^ the high reputation which her royal 
brother had acquired, as a warrior, in varicn» 
battles, had filled her, stnd the .whole island, 
with the . certain, confidence of his signallj! 
terenging the murder of theix father. The late 
intelligence destroyed all th^se hopes, and she 
was* seized with the most direful despair; she 
abandoned herself to grief ^ and, so bitter were 
her lamentations, that erery aUeviatioii, teiH 
dered'witha view to console her,, only rendered 
ihem the more poignant. Her afflictioas were 
Kttle short of distraction. Dias did .not yisil 
her on the day on which the news of the kill's 
defeat and imprisonment arrived. He held 
a council of war, which detained him the whole 
day:; .besides, he did not think it right, to.inter* 
rupt that .relief of ixature, which tekrs generally 
afford ; but to leave niature to her full course, 
before he should open to -Quixaire the proposi- 
tions- he had to make, for relieving her from the 
difficulties, in which the late disaster had. in- 
volved her. He generally saw her only at the 
house of Quixaire, her aunt; but^ to liave a 
good pretext for ,an interview, at the palace, 
he assembled all his principal officers on the 
following morning, and suggested to them, the 
political necessity of offering their . servide8> 
Md that of their {otce&,\;() \3cl^ ^iiivcf^savand<to 
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eoncert with ber^ the most prompt and effectual 
meanB> not only to preserve the kingdom to 
their ally, her brother, but also to release him 
from captivity. Dias lost no time in acquaint- 
ing Quixaire with his design^ and the intention 
of a deputation to court. The princess fixed 
a day^ and hour, for their reception, and sum- 
moned the most distinguished ladies of the 
court, in order to receive the generous stranger 
and his officers, with all possible magnificence, 
on the occasion of offering their military 
services on this most important conjuncture ; 
but, this was not Quixaire's only object. Dias 
presented him^f at the palace, with all his 
officers. They were introduced into the pre- 
tence chamber of the princess, whom they found 
employed in drying up her tears, strong traces 
of which still remained on her &uce ; but, as the 
sun appears more brilliant after a heavy shower 
of rain, so these tears had added to the lustre 
of the princess's eyes. Never had Dias before 
witnessed such enchanting beauty, and he was 
so overcome, that he knew not how to com- 
mence, what he had been expressly authorized 
to communicate, as to the offers of the services 
of the army under his command. At length, 
he found courage to express the wrathful 
resentment ' they all entertained against the 
enemies of the king, her brother, and made an 
laureserv^ offer of his sword ^ivd \v\& VS&^/vql 
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her service ; - and all the officers who accom-* 
jfanied him made like protestations, and similar 
offers. The princess made her acknowledg- 
ments in the most obliging and gratifying 
terms ; and, in order to give her lover an oppor- 
tunity of speaking to her alone, she first accosted 
the officers, held a short conversation with 
them, and having skilfully applauded them all, 
one after the other, on the generosity and 
valour of their nation, and their own individual 
merits, she left them amongst the ladies of the 
court, who surrounded her,- without appearing 
to design it, and turned towards Dias, whom 
she gradually drew on one side, out of the 
court circle. ThojiPartuguese was not long 
before he thus addresssed her : Had it pleased 
the gods, that, with my blood, I could have 
averted the tears you have shed, no happiness 
could have exceeded mine ; but, those tears 
which I had not power to prevent, those tears, 
with which your face is still impressed, make 
me consider myself as the most unfortunate 
man in the world ; for, they convince me, that 
I am not possessed of your confidence. You 
doubt me, princess ; you doubt, alas ! either my 
fidelity, or my courage, otherwise you would 
not have abandoned yourself to such an excess 
of grief. Rely upon it, I will humble your 
enemies, even, should the whole Chinese army 
come to their assistance. I will release the 
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king of Tidor! nothing is impossible to real 
uffection. Had I not believed my life dear and 
valuable to you, as you have oflen declared, I 
should long ago have been struggling, arm an4 
arm, against the perfidious prince, who has 
occasioned you so much misery; but, as itha9 
been your pleasure, that I should be careful to 
preserve life for your sake, and, besides, as I 
have not the liberty to dispose of the services 
of my officers and troops, without the permis- 
sion of the viceroy of India, which, on niy 
application, will not be withheld, we must wiut 
patiently for this permission ; when it reaches 
us, I shsdl follow the dictates of my affection, and 
my duty ; in the mean time, I shall contrive to 
surmount all intervening difficulties. He would 
have said a great deal more, but the approach 
of the company prevented it. They instantly 
turned the conversation, in which, the princess 
very ingeniously intermingled the answer she 
had prepared for Dias, assuring him, that his 
offer of assistance, in preserving the throne, 
and releasing her brother, banished all future 
apprehension, and inspired her with the expec- 
tation of confident success. I should wrong 
you, and do injustice to your well earned 
reputation, said she, if I felt otherwise. Let us 
wait, then, patiently, for the orders of your 
.viceroy. The night, which generally produces 
the best counsels, because our minds ate xu\di$r 
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turbed by the TariouB objects which divert, ov 
eyes during the day-light^ acts with greater 
freedom in silence and obscurity ; the nighty 
I repeat, inspired the princess with a resolution^ 
whicb^ while it fostered the secret agitationa of 
her mind, on the attachment of Dias, Led her to 
be confident, that she should attain the highest 
tevenge against the king of Temate. Two 
impediments prevented a marriage from taking 
place between Quixaire and Dias; the one, 
difference of religion ; the other, a law of the 
kingdom, hitherto preserved inviolate, which 
prohibited their princesses marrying stiangeis. 
Quixaire believed, that the present critical 
conjuncture, was very auspicious to the aboli- 
tion of both these customs; and, availing herself 
of the consternation into which the people were 
thrown, by the late events, she formed- the 
design of publishing throughout the kingdom, 
a solemn and royal decree, that she would give 
her hand in marriage to whomsoever should 
release her brother from captivity ; be his 
religion, his rank, or his country whatever it 
might! The view of this adroit princess, is 
very evident ; she doubted not, that even Uiose 
who were most attached to the laws and cus- 
toms of their country^ could not fail to applaud 
and admire her disinterestedness ; and tliat it 
was Dias alone, who could liberate the king ef 
Tidot -f the other royal ^isonages and powers 
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of the islandtf being comparativdy too weak 
and uMtignificant to venture on the undertakilig^ 
The design which the princess had thus pto> 
jected, was carried into execution the next day; 
She assembled all the principal persons of the 
island ; and, after a long address, dwelling and 
expatiating upon the misfortunes of her brother^ 
with a view to his relief, she proposed the 
measure, before resolved on^ insinuating, that it 
was only an expedient which she submitted to 
their wise and mature examination, of whidi 
she must be the sacrifice. The expedient wa^ 
adopted ; it was highly applauded ; in one word^ 
the notification of it was solemnly published, 
and the intelligence soon spread throu^out 
the neighbouring islands. The kings of Siaal 
and Bachijem were highly delighted with this 
information ; as both of them had long been 
humble suitors, desperately in love widi the 
princess. The king of Siam was young ; was 
a good looking man, and had given many piodfii 
of personal bravery. The king of Bachiim 
possessed immense wealth, and could bring 
a very numerous army into the field ; few 
princes were more powerful than him. These 
two kings, inspired by the same feeling, now 
formed great hopes of obtaining the hand of thii 
princess. They even persuaded themselves to 
believe, tiiat heaven had only suffered the 
defeat and downfall of Mo\e»Vr} n«\£l^%s^^ 
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prisoner^ he lost his throne, for the purpose of 
facilits^ting a conquest, which they had so long 
▼ainly endeavoured to obtain. They felt no' 
longer any difficulty; and, calculating upon 
the entire destruction of the king of Temate, 
they immediately deputed ambassadors to 
Quixaire, who arrived at Tidor, that very same 
day. These ambassadors were empowered by 
fheir respective sovereigns to declare to the 
princess, that they were sensibly affected at 
the misfortunes of the king, her brother ; that 
her imparalleled generosity, of which no pre* 
cedent could be found, pledging to those, who 
should deliver this illustrious king, a reward, 
which the gods only could merit, they would 
lose no time in taking to arms, in assembling 
all their forces ; and they ventured to promise, 
that the princess should very shortly see her 
brother, the king of Tidor, at liberty, and Zaide, 
the vile enemy of her house, loaded with fetters. 
This was the substance of the messages of these 
two ambassadors, as respectively delivered, one 
after the other. 

These ambassadors had hardly retired from 
the presence, when others arrived, from the 
king of Ternate. Quixaire was not disposed 
to give them an audience ; but the members of 
her council suggesting to her the impropriety 
of sending them away, mtJkioxiX. VxiomTL^^\ial 
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they liad to say^ or what propositions they had 
to make, they were reluctantly admitted. 
These ambassadors now publicly announced 
the orders of their sovereign, and the object o£ 
their embassy. *' The king of Temate, said 
they, is one of the 'most powerful princes of 
these isles; of this, illustrious princess! you 
cannot be uninformed ; his conquests and Yic- 
tories have justly acquired the title of *' great 
and inyincible ;" but these are tities which he 
will trample under foot, and glory only in that 
of being your slave. That, which all the forces 
of the world united, has not been able to ac* 
complish, you have, in one moment, effected, 
by the promised invaluable recompence of your 
li^d, to whomsoever shall be fortunate enough 
to release the king your brother. Zaide, who 
has always been devoted to you, blesses the 
day which enabled him to subdue Mole, since 
it is that happy triumph, which now permits 
him to hope for the superior happiness of 
espousing you, so long the first object of his 
heart, and the constant theme of his daily 
prayers. We come, incomparable princess, to 
oflfer you the liberty of the king of Tidor, and to 
lay at your feet the crown of Temate. If this 
crown be not, in itself, of ample estimation, the 
eminent qualities of Zaide renders it equal in 
value to the empire of the whole universe. 
Spedc^ divine p^ncessl eommnxAN ^S&^ 
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your eovereign disposal ! accelerate the joy 6f 
the subjects of the king, your brother ; restoM 
tranquillity to his kingdom^ and disdain not 
a royal: sceptre, which the most exalted prin«' 
cesses of the universe would joyfully accept, and 
think' themselves highly honored in wearing.^ 
Whilst this exposition was making, disgust and 
impatience plainly manifested themselves in 
the c6untenance of Quixaire ; she could not 
hear these vicious and impudent eulogies of the 
king of Temate, from whose recent crimes she 
was so deplorably suffering, without most 
extreme irritation ; and felt that king's offer as 
a studied insult, and an additional crime. I 
know not, haughtily and proudly, answered the 
princess, what sentiments Zaide may entertain 
for me; but, I do know, and I earnestly desire he 
may be told so, that I shall eternally be his 
most inveterate enemy; I only desire to live, 
for the sole purpose of nobly revenging his 
perfidy. Can he, as a king, who ought to be 
the example of virtue, honor and morality, dare 
to imagine, that I Can ever obliterate from my 
mind, with what cowardly treachery he out- 
raged public faith, by the inhuman murder of 
my father? I shall have lived long enough, 
when the gods have avenged me, and they arc 
infinitely too just, to suffer Zaide long to escape 
their execmtion, and the full measure of the 
puniabmetit dm^ to Buch ^ des^\c/^\& ci\xcivcAll 



BVIS DIA8 Ajrj>. IQVIXAI&E. t*jg 

He Dffem; his crown, and sceptre^ aa an atones 

ment for cruelty^ and muttleE ! Can downs 

and sceptres, worn by such royal wretches as 

Zaide^ extort veneration and respect from the 

lowest. refuse: of mankind? Can ought> short 

of abominatioa and desolation, be the issu6 of 

such a souioe of royal pollution? Tell the 

regicide, Zaide, ^^ith all this, that his crimes 

pestiferously, contaminate ..the people^ oyer 

whom he unhappily.ndes;:}and the very land 

they occupy reproaches ; the world with his 

base,. . corrupt ami murderous iniquities I * Tell 

him, despicable wretch as heJs» that he shall 

not long possess, either his throne or his life ; 

that his extirpation from his polluted kii^dom> 

may be some exemplary purification of stained 

royalty. Tell this perfidious Zaide, withsl, that 

Mole' shall not long groan under has fetters. 

He has the effrontery to say, that all the united 

forces of the uniiiterse cannot, accomplish^ what 

I will shortly accomplish, with my own indv- 

yidual means;, of which he shall be soon 

couTinced. And, added she, with a high 

spirited menacing air, if you, his ambassadors, 

place any value on your lives, never dare to 

mention before me again the hateful name of 

Zaide, the most wicked, and the vilest criminal, 

that ever polluted a nation, and ignominiously 

disgraced a crown. With the aid of the gods, 

whose severest justice await&Yi\sa»\.^v^ \&^^ 
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an example of him^ as some intermediate meanll 
of rescuii^ royalty from degradation. 

The ambassadors withdrew^ full of confusion 
and astonishment^ at the determined courage of 
Quixaire. Zaide waited^ with great impatience^ 
the answer of this princess, and he was so 
staggered, irritated and maddened, when he was 
informed of the disdain and contempt with 
which his magnificent ofiers had been rejected, 
that he nearly lost his senses, and knew nol^ 
either where he was, or what he did. Somewhat 
recovered, his pretended love was metamor* 
phosed into malicious hatred and wild fury ; he 
thought and spoke of nothing but revenge ; and 
as he could not wreak his madness, personally, 
on this princess, he redoubled the chains of her 
brother, the ting ; had the prison, in which he 
was confined, surrounded with a strong addi- 
tional force of his armed desperadoes, and 
ordered additional bolts and bars to every door 
and window of the prison; he even had them 
daily examined, and daily multiplied all these 
securities, until the release of this unfortunate 
monarch appeared absolutely impossible. 

Whilst the kings of Siam and Bashian were 
making preparations for war; whilst the wisest 
reflecting inhabitants of Temate, apprehended 
^&t the beauty of Qvnxavxe rni^lat, lie a second 
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Helen^ prove fatal to all the kingdoms of Asia ; 
whilst the attached subjects of Tidor feared it 
would be in vain to attempt the delivery of their 
king; a single individual, without other means 
than his own personal courage, under the 
impulse of secret affection for the princess, 
silently and privately undertook, and gloriously 
and unexpectedly accomplished it. 

At the court of Tidor, was a young nobleman, 
called Cuchiz Salama, a near relation of the. 
imprisoned king, whose conduct in several 
preceding wars, had established his reputation 
for great personal courage and singular intre- 
pidity. He had been brought up with the 
royal fiunily ; and, from his earliest infancy, his 
beart was devoted to Qnixaire; he desperately 
loved her; but, lively and strong aft his attach* 
ment was, he had never disclosed it, either 
Feeling it useless, or that his passion was as 
respectful as it was strong and sincere. Even 
in public, he did not expose the slightef^ 
intimation of it, when he heard that Qoixaire 
openly declared, she would publickly give her 
liand to him, who should deliver her brotlMrr, 
be his quality what it might. He »tudiouiily 
suppressed all the high toned feeling* <#f 
Boul. But, now filled with hope, and r^Ayi 
wholly on his ovi-n courage and fx/ndnofy 
resolved to attempt the difit»^ ^'^-mammnH 
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which he had nerar before aispired, but wfaicbi 
fhe strength of his lore now made him con- 
sider an easy one. His resolution was no 
sooner formed than put into execution; and as 
his design was to employ stratagem, as the 
only promising means of success, he did not 
require much preparation. He armed a small 
skiff, in which he embarked with five soldiers, 
on whose fidelity and bravery he could im- 
plicitly rely, and was wafted with so fayor- 
able a wind, that he made the island a little 
before day-breakr • He contrived to conceal 
his skiff at the sea «ide; and mea3iired all 
his proceedings so xomplet^ly, as to appear 
in Temate at the highest hour of the market 
day. It was near this market place, where the 
king of Tidor was so closely imprisoned* 
Salama mixed amongst the busy and anxious 
traders> and having entered into an hotel with 
some purchases, which he had politically made, 
he set it on fire, whilst one of his men did the 
same by a house at the other end of the town. 
The structure and materials of these houses 
were very favourable to his enterprize; in 
equinoxial climes, they build their dwellings 
entirely of wood, and have nothing to defend 
the interior of them against the inclemency of 
excessive heat and heavy rain, but leaves of 
the palmira tree and long grass woven and 
cemented together fox loofe^ A. slight wind 
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blew from the sea, under the influence of which 
the whole town was instantly in a general state 
of oonflagration. The alarm spread, and all 
ran to assist in extinguishing the violence of 
the fire; never was greater disorder, and more 
general dismay. Salama opportunely profiting 
by the confusion of the inhabitants of the town, 
went to his skiff, beat the drum to create 
the diversion of a false alarm: he had taken 
the precaution to take four or five drums with 
him. By force of his oars, and the exertions of 
bis faithful few, he contrived to bring his little 
vessel to the side of the town in which the king 
of Tidor was imprisoned; and all this he fully 
accomplished unperceived by the inhabitants^ 
He again landed, with three of his men, and 
went to the prison, while all the prison guards 
were dispersed, some to assist' in stopping the 
flames of the devouring element, and others to 
the place at which the false alarm had been 
created by the drums. Salama forced open the 
prison doors, and found Mole, bending under 
the weight of his chains, thinking of nothing 
less, at that moment, than his deliverance. 
The king, all consternation, knew not whether 
he was awake or asleep, and all he could say in 
his astonishment was, to ask Salama, whether 
TidoT was quite destroyed ? I will answer all 
such questions another time, said Salama; the 
onlv thinit you have to do» at '^t^^^^, Ssk \i^ 
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follow me, as quickly as possible. We have W 
time for useless conversation. The prince, 
virhose amazement would not allow him to- 
comprehend his good fortune, made great 
difficulty in quitting the prison; and Salama, 
in an agony of despair, lest his enterprise 
should fail, could not help severely threatening 
the prince; he even made use of very harsh 
expressions ; and seizing the chains of the king, 
arid dragging him with one hand, and, with the 
other, holding his scymetar, he cut down all 
who opposed his retreat from the prison. In 
the streets, he met the soldiers who were 
returning from the fire; these soldiers attempted 
to arrest him, but rapid and dextrous decapi- 
tation by his scymetar, assisted only by his 
three men, he contrived to reach his skiff, 
laying prostrate 'to the right and to the left, all 
who dared to oppose them. Thus did fortune 
nobly give her support to the most difficult, 
forbidding, and bravest enterprize ever pro- 
jected by love. They were no sooner placed 
in the skiff, than they all seized the oars, of 
which they made skilful use, and arrived at 
Tidor, before the soldiers of Temate, who 
closely pursued, could overtake them. The 
fame of this wonderful rescue soon spread 
throughout the island; the inhabitants assem- 
bled in crowds, and nothing was heard, in all 
quarters, but the loudest ^jacUmatLons. and 
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broad roars of rejoicing. The concoune of 
people in the streets was so immense^ that itnis 
next to impossible to pass ; all thronged to 
behold their late unfortunate, now luippily 
restored monarch, whom Salama had so he- 
roically released from the enemy's prison: the 
populace were unbounded in their admiration 
and applause, of the conduct of this noble 
liberator; the islanders called him the saviour 
of their common father, the shield and buckler 
of Tidor. And, if this heroic victory of Salama, 
was not celebrated with all the tumultuous 
magnificence and blandishments of a Roman 
triumph, it was, nevertheless, entitled to its 
superiority. The emperors exposed the chains 
of their captive kings and prisoners with 
ostentatious display before the public, appa^ 
rently, as the prominent feature of their proud 
exhibitions : Salama sought privacy ; struggled 
to keep out of sight the ponderous chains, which 
had so ignominiously lacerated his sovereign, 
as if they were the criminal offenders; and when 
compelled to exhibit them, to gratify the 
devouring curiosity of the people, such was his 
modest and unassuming deportmeut, that from 
his silence, it might have been concluded, he had 
either had no share in the achievement, or that 
he wished it to be forgotten, that his single 
valour and personal intrepidity had broken those 
chains^ and delivered his sovetei^ ftowL >!as^ 
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loathsome prison, the relentless persecution, and 
despotic powerof his unfeeling barbarous enemy. 
But, the public voice did not long suffer Salma's 
modesty and delicacy to conceal his unexampled 
merits. They prepared for him a most splendid 
and superb dress, suitable to the commemora- 
tion of the heroic occasion, and well calculated 
for the furtherance of his justly acquired claim 
to the heart of the princess. This dress was 
composed of amaranth and blue satin; his 
turban was entirely covered with bird of para- 
dise plumes; both in imitation of the Roman 
costume; but the whole was nearly concealed 
by a rich mantle, fastened at the shoulders, 
with a scarf of scarlet, amaranth and blue. 
The scymetar with which he opened his passage 
through the streets of Temate, was suspended 
from a golden chain, in the middle of which 
hung a medal, with a portrait of the princess, 
holding in her hand a net, as the emblem in which 
she had caught a great number of hearts: in one 
hand Salama held his scymetar; in the other, 
the chains which had loaded his sovereign. In 
this condition, Salama proceeded with the king, 
followed by an immense concourse of people, 
to the royal palace, at the entrance of which, 
the princess, Quixaire, his sister, was waiting 
to receive them. Salama threw himself on his 
knees, before the princess: madam, said he, 
behold the king, youi\>TottieT,N^\vQm^^5\i\Mi.v€ 
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jpawn from the prison of Temate^ his .^Lelhrer- 
ace is. the woik of your, hands;.. for. mj 
chi^vement has beento render myself worthy 
f the splendid, recompence which^> imder 
ublic approbation and applause^ you have 
Dlemnly attached to it. -Love has conunise- 
ited my long.sufferinga in attachment to you; 
nd the more painful^ because secret and 
ndisclosed^ and which.WQuld still haye been 
ept unreyealed» but for the pD^sent occasion, 
^hich now authorizes me to asserl;^ . that this 
;odhas but done me justice, in selecting me 
s the instrument to unfetter the kingof Tidor; 
or, my attachment to you, hasbe^n as deyoted 
jg respectful ; and hence, my silent endurance ! 
iuixaire listened to Salamawith cold indiffer* 
ince; all the answer she made was, every thing 
las its appropriate season; and then, turned 
rom Salama to embrace her brother. And 
easing the chains with Salama^ she conducted 
he king to his throne, with every appearance 
)f assumed joy, but obviously, feeling, in her 
leart, the most oppressive grief, at evident 
lisappointment. The ceremonies and forma- 
ities of this restoration of the king concluded, 
the court broke up, and the princess retired to 
her apartment, signifying to her attendants, 
that she wished to be alone. The princess was 
no sooner alone, than she gave free relief to her 
harassed mind, and indulged the ®rit€^1»Rfc 
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she had been constrained to stifle during tlie 

obsenrances 'of the court ceremonies, ^ighs 

tad tears were succeeded by bitter lamenti^ 

tions. Ohl ye gods ! said she^ for what destii^ 

liaTe you reserved such a wretched being ai 

myself! I have wearied you, holy divinities, 

with supplications and prayers: it is true, I 

have promised you a thousand sacrifices to 

obtain the release of the king, my brother, and 

you have granted my petition ; but, alas ! the 

boon which you have granted me, is attended 

with so fatal a condition, that I prefer deatii to 

life, if compelled to fulfil it ; that Mole should 

return to his imprisonment and slavery; that 

his enemy should possess his kingdom, and 

that I should be subject, for the remainder of 

my life, to the severest miseries to which a 

princess could be doomed, provided I should 

not be compelled to conform to your afflicting 

and mortal decree. But, oh! just gods! I 

wrongfully accuse you! you never can be 

unjust! I have only to accuse myself! yes, it 

is myself only who have drawn down all my 

miseries! I alone am the author of all my 

misfortunes ! Oh ! Dias, the most cowardly of 

all mankind ! added she, I this day find, for my 

punishment, that all men are alike vain and 

deceitful, and that those of your proud and 

insolent nation are infinitely worse than all 

others! Showers of tears suspended hec 
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templaiiits; the deluge which she had shed, 
exhausted her so moch, that wearied with tlie 
oppression of grief and fatigue, Ae diopt 
asleep. This sleep refreshed her, and restored 
her looks ; and whilst endearouring to collect 
her spirits, the king entered her apartment. 
She was obliged this day, and the two follow- 
ing, devoted to festivities, diversions, and 
public rejoicings, to command her feeKngs, and 
to impose on herself the most rigid and austere 
restraint. Her public duty, at tihe head of the 
court, obliged her to take the lead, in all these 
joyful commemorations, while her heart re- 
volted^ and latently repined at what she felt to 
be the detestable occasion. Salama omitted 
no attention, no observance, to induce the 
princess to confer on him the splendid recom- 
pense, pubKcly promised, to whomsoever should 
release her brother; and the king, and the whole 
court unanimously favored his pretensions with 
their unreserved countenance. Quixaire, in 
Order to gain time, alleged various trifliDg 
excuses for delay ; but, finding herself inces- 
santly importuned, on all sides, she resolved to 
see and consult Dias, and to see him, as soon 
as possible. Quixaine, her aunt, afforded h* 
the means; and, on the fourth day, she 
flailed to her house, where she found Dias, 
with one of his nephews, to whom he had 
communicated the secret of bia '^wwja* V^ 

VOL, /. O 
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want of a conifidaiity Sias did not know* whq 
else to fix upon, and nature instructed him, that 
he could not chuse a better, than his own neu 
relation, Quizaine» and Roque Peynere, tha 
name of this nephew, withdrew, and left 
Quixaire and Diaa together. They were a 
longtime thus alone, without speaking; each 
flieemed at a loss, what to say, or what to do^« 
they were equally embarrassed; at length, after 
aome heavy sighs, as the fore-runners of her 
bitter complaints, Quixaire put an end to their, 
qilence. If aU the world knew you as well as I 
4o» said Quixaire to Dias, in the most acrimo- 
nious and insolent manner, it would be openly- 
insulting to make a parade of your courage^ 
With all your usual boasting, I experience it 
to be nothing but a deceitful mockery ; and 
that you do not eren possess, a shadow of that 
real and dignified bravery, which ought to be 
the inseparable quality of a military officer, 
whatever his rank Ox station ; but you, holding 
high rank and command, as you do, ought to 
possess the distinguished dignity, under the 
general approbation of all warriors, without 
which, you ought to feel unworthy of command, 
and, under this disqualification, to resign it. 
That you are unworthy, is proved to me, beyond 
denial. The danger attending an attempt ta^ 
release the king, alarmed you, and filled you 
ifidi tenrcNT, and you have preferred the 
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ishment of a princess, who wms idle 
iak enoQ^, to give yon her heart; or, to 
eak more correctlj, yoa hare y t rfei ied 
lonncing an opportunity of gaining glorj, 
dch wonld hare inunortaliied yon, rather 
in expose yourself to the little haaEsid yoa 
^d have run in the proud enterprize. But, 
as, I am mistaken ; I wrong you ; yon have 
ted death too often, you hare exposed your 
i in too many engagements, to allow any 
ubt of your courage. No, Dias, I hare no 
:h doubt; it is the excess of my grief^ ray 
treme despair, which have torn from me these 
rsh expressions. I ought only to complain 
your coldness; I can only arraign your 
l^erence: you haye not loTed me sufficiently 
induce you to attempt the deliverance of my 
»ther: the reward promised to whomsoerer 
mid liberate my brother, appeared too trifling 
yaU for khe risque of your life ! notwithstand- 
* I had flattered myself, that I had a little 
erested you ; you yourself led me to think 
; but, aU your transports, all your protesta- 
38, all your oaths, serve, this day, only to 
ifirm me, in the conceived conviction, that 
t are the most ungrateful, and the most 
HAM of men. Alas! continued this 
Bcess, sorrowfully, I had imagined that your 
Lrt wasso full of fire, as to be competent, by 
roperfluousflwoaes, to relight youi c^Utoi*-*^^ 

02 
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Mount Etaa, should, (which might not be 
impossible) an impetuous wind from the sotitiC 
carry all its burning lava into the midst of 
the ocean! but, I am very far from seeiiq; . 
the. possibility of this, flattering idea fulfilled; 
your heart is perfect ice towards me, and I 
plainly see, that you have taken uncomdioa 
pains to deceive an unfortunate princess, who 
has bestowed her whole afiection upon you! 
At these last words, Dias could not refrain 
from interrupting Quixaire. If I wished to 
defend myself, unjust princess, said he, &IUng 
on one knee, I should only request you to 
r^member the offer I made you, of blindly 
executing all your orders, without waiting for 
those of my sovereign, and of your positive 
commands to await his orders, pointing out to 
me, the necessity whiph prudence dictated^ of 
assembling a sufficient force before we at- 
tempted to paeet your formidable enemy. I 
could add to this, the impossibility of foresee- 
ing, that fortune would prove favourable to the 
most daring and rash enterprize ever yet 
projected, and which could only have entered 
the imagination of the most audacious and 
aspiring of human beings ! But, I do not wish, 
or meaQ to justify myself: I am highly culpable 
in h^^vinghad the misfortune to displease you; 
and I plainly feel, that I ought no longer to 
behold the light of day. Strike, then, princess ; 
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Strike this heart, which has so displeased yob, 
baid Dias, presenting his sword to her; if yoa 
do not condescend to render me this service, I 
vhall do it myself, I shall give the blow with 
my own hands : if these hands had not courage 
Bofficient to shed the blood of your enemy> 
they are competent, this day, to spill my own, 
and to tear from me a life become odious to 
me, since I have the misfortune to be hated by 
you. Dias then deliberately pointed his sword 
to his breast; but, Quixaire hastily snatched it 
away. No, Dias, said she, your life is necessary 
to me ; it is not your death I require. She then 
raised him, and, taking him by the hand, seated 
him next to her. I ask your pardon, Dias, I 
have proceeded rather too far ; it is the relief 
of my grief, to which you must attend, and not 
to the person of an unfortunate princess; 
unfortunate only, because she loves you! 
After a variety of desultory excuses of this 
nature, which marked the vehemence of her 
love, she gave him a succinct account of all the 
plans and pursuits of Salama, to oblige her to 
fulfil her public promise, of choosing for a 
husband, him who should be fortunate enough 
to release the king, her brother. This prince and 
his whole court, said she, assiduously interest 
themselves for Salama, with extreme anxiety 
and incessant importunity. They leave no 
means untried to accomplish ^ mAsm:^ \j^ 

0.3 



^94 HISTORY OF 

which I wiU never sulnnit. There is no od^ 
but you, Dias, said she, fixing her eyes on iHm 
with a species of despair; none but you can 
extricate me from this cruel and heart-breaking 
jdilemma. You alone are interested in it ; andi 
iQ one word, it is to you alone I must look for 
endurable life or speedy death ? Here, in the 
extacy of his joy, Dias heedlessly promised 
every thing ; but, was not so ready to execute- 
his promise, as he ^d been to make it. When 
he reflected, that he could not get rid of 
Salama, without being guilty of the most 
homdof all crimes, either personally, or by the 
intermediate agency of another ; when he coQr 
sidered, that, by the removal of Salama, he 
must inevitably draw on himself the hatred, 
contempt, and persecution of the king of Tidor ; 
that he could not expose his own nation to the 
aversion and indignation of these people, for 
the obtaining and preserving of whose goodwill, 
his own sovereign had laid his Royal positive 
injunctions, without bringing on himself just 
reprobation and public punishment ; when he 
reflected, that, without dishonouring himself, 
for the rest of his life, he could not commit an 
action as contemptible and ignominious as 
Salama's had been magnanimous, and worthy 
of imitation — Dias found, that he had foolishly 
given way too much to his aflection, and 
hastily pr(^nised too much> out of tenderness 
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to QmsBifc. He repented hniae^ately ef b&i 
precipitate promise ; and undetermined/ wbe>^ 
ther he nhoidd listen to the dictates of duty; at 
the voice of love, his agitated mtisd strongly 
demanded serious pause for further and better 
reflection ; and, in conseqitence, he became so 
absorbed, so lost in thought, that the princess 
gave herself up to despair. 

All this time, Salama did not allow himself 
to be idle in promoting his expected object, m 
possessing the well awarded prize of his hero-^ 
inn: he lost no possible opportunity which 
could advance the accomplishment of it, and 
had been so fiur promisingly successful, ^at 
Quixaire had seemingly exhausted all her 
excuses for postponing the acceptance of his 
hand. 

It would be di£ScuIt to describe the situation 
of this despairing princess; hitherto, she had, 
in some measure, been able to conceal hef 
grief; but, she was no longer capable of 
commanding herself. The only course she had 
BOW to pursue was, to shun the day, and to 
avoid all society ; and this she resolved upom 
She pretended, for several days, to be much 
indisposed, and confined herself entirely to her 
own apartment ; but, during this period, she 
appeared several times at the wiadofv, ^Vo^Sik 
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induced the courtiers to helievej, from the 
apparent dejection of spirits, and paleness of 
her countenance, that she was not confined 
without real cause. 

All ihis time, Dias entirely forgot, or neg* 
{ected the promises which he had so unresenred* 
ly made to Quixaire,. whom he had left, let it 
be recollected, labouring under the most deadly 
inquietude. One day, that the king had 
represented to the princess, in very warm and 
urgent terms, that public honor and faith 
required, and it was absolutely necessary, that 
she should fulfil her promise, and gave her to 
understand, that if she did not voluntarily 
consent, he would be bound in honor to compel 
^er that day, Quixaire not knowing by what 
means to avert the fatal blow, which she consi- 
dered as the greatest misfortune that could 
possibly happen to her ; that day, I repeat, she 
went out, with one of her young women, to 
take a walk. Her intention was to meet Dias, 
to disclose to him the dreadful alternative to 
which she was reduced, and to load him with 
ietdditional and severer reproaches. Fortune led 
on the destruction of Dias, and did not allow 
Quixaire to meet him ; but, the princess acci- 
dentally metPeynere, the nephew of Dias, who 
as we have already said, was fully entrusted 
with their confidence. The moment she saw 
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Pieynere, she called to him, and enquired for 
Dias. Peynere informed her, Dias was gone 
to a fortress, at the extremity of the island, to 
inspect some works ; and added, that if she 
thought him worthy of executing any orders of 
tfrust for her, she would find him, as truly faith- 
ful, and unreservedly devoted to her service, 
as his uncle himself. Alas ! replied Quixaire, 
that is not meaning much ; I will not, however, 
omit to thank you for your offers ; and I feel 
much obliged to you for them. This answer 
Tendered Peynere su£Bciently bold to venture to 
inform her, that he was one of the great num- 
ber of her admirers, passionately and fervently 
attached to her. This young man, not ill-look- 
ing, was sufficiently brave and enterprizing, but, 
made up of vanity and presumption, and pos- 
sessed as many bad qualities, as Dias had 
generosity and greatness of soul. This nephew 
of Dias was truly also desperately in love with 
Quixaire, although he had not hitherto dared 
to declare it ; and nothing would have appeared 
too difficult for him to accomplish, had Quix- 
aire chosen to employ him, not even had she 
ordered him to commit the most horrible 
of all crimes. 

People must be surprized, I feel assured, that 
tfus princess had the &scinating power of 

' O5 
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dianaingaU tiiese Portuguese; because, I doubt 
not, they imagine^ that Quixaire, being a native 
of the Moluccas^ imiBediately under the equi* 
nox, she must have been an Ethiopian beauty^ 
consequently, very little to the taste of £u« 
Fopeans.. Those who have adopted tlus opinion^ 
^eoeive themjaelyes. I acknowledge, that the 
inhabitants of thede isles are swarthy, becausej; 
constantly exposed to the ardent heat of the 
equinoctial sun, and take no care to presenre 
complexion; but, they are not bom of this 
colour. I adopt the opinion of those travellera 
who describe these countries, and who assure 
nui, that there are some women amongst them 
extremely fair, and that they always continue 
sb, when they take necessary precautions toi 
preserve their complexions ; that their hair is 
of the same attractive colour as the gold tbef. 
export ; and that they twist a part of their hair; 
with which they intermingle flowers and palm 
leaves, and leave the re^ flowing, which addd 
greatly to their beauty. Their dress is costly 
and magnificent, regulated by the costume of 
the Persians ; generally studded with precious 
stones, and further ornamented with strings of 
large pearls, with which their country abounds. 
This digression was necessary to evince, that 
the beauty of this princess was not ideal ; that 
her natural endowments were real, and thatBha 
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was perfeotly calculated to jdease Ewopeaa 
taste, wllHch triU iK>t» geeeraHy speakmg^be con# 
tented with beanty^ purely ciriental; 

Qoixaire,. beaatiM as represented, it is not 
very surprinng, tfaat^ seeing her constantly, 
Peynere, like many oth^s, should have beM 
captivated by her. I have already said, he had 
not dared, openly and formally, to discover hia 
passion, however oppressed his heart, imaginh 
ing, as he did, and widi good reason, that it 
would have been useless, as he knew, that the 
princess devotedly loved Dies. Silence, fhere-< 
fiyre, was the only conduct it became him to 
adopt; and, until this accidental meeting with 
Quixaire, he had rigidly preserved it. From 
tlie short incidental conversation he had had 
vridi the princess, finding her uncommonly 
imtated against Dias, he took advantage of i^ 
and certainly the ^pportimity was very propi- 
tious. He thought, oiHt of revenge, she would 
now listen to a declaration from him, which, at 
any other time, would have egfegiously offended 
her, and blasted himself; and the more secure* 
ly to carry his point, he drew such an odious 
hiae character of Dias, as struck a mortal 
blow to the heart of tihis divine princess, who, 
in an instant, felt, that this lover, so truly wor 
thy of a better fate, was reduced beneath her 
affe<^a, her t^idemeas, or aU^);i^ftaX T^^fic^ 

06 
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You imagined^ diviae princess, said the infamouv 
Peynere, smiling; you imagined, Dias devotedr* 
ly attached to you ! I was perfectly convinced 
to the contrary, and you, this day, see the 
truth of what I have said. Yes, I knew, ador- 
able Quixaire, I knew, that he did not love yoi. 
But who would have ventured to undeceive 
3^u? Detesting it, as I did,. I a thousand 
times reprobated his ingratitude and his perfi.- 
dy, and, often and often, have I bitterly groaned, 
at the unhappy misfortune of your grosriy 
abused credulity. But, is it not equally true> 
had I presumed, to take the liberty of unwar- 
rantably obtruding such a thought to your 
penetrating mind, before you were previously 
convinced, by facts,, of Bias's treachery, that 
you would, deservedly, have treated me>. as a 
felse, ungrateful, and perfidious wretch? Ixall 
the gods to testify, that I adore you; that 
I hold Bias's cowardice and infamy in the 
utmost abhorrence ; that I have roote^ out the 
affection which nature obliged me to bear for 
him, by the most inveterate, the most uncon- 
querable hatred. Yes, yes; I call on the 
immortal gods to witness, that every time I have 
been obliged to convey to you assurances of 
his affection and fidelity, I would have preferred 
death, over and over again, rather than have 
been the voluntary instrument of such base 
^eachery and impoB\^oxi\ Wt» I wa^ myself 
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ftorely punished, since, by jom 
union with him, I was for erer 
be depriyed of the light of those fine 
eyes, the natural and beaatifnl fanblpms of; 
exalted benignant sonl! Henorforwaid, 
can you possibly expect firom a maii,iqMMi 
base nund, all the great bcaiefits yon hare ai* 
ready bestowed, have not had sofliciait in- 
fluence to attach and render grateAd ! Of a 
man, for whom all the distinction, kindness and 
affection, which you have testified, in preference 
to the test of mankind, have not been ibmd 
worthy of securing his demoted attachment to 
you ! I know, very well, what he will uge in 
his defence, should yon ever think it worth 
your while to repeat your just refHroadies ; he 
will allege his religion: he will {dead his con- 
science ; and the particular restrictions enforced 
by the order of his sovereign, in the manage- 
ment of his afiairs. Ah ! princess, exclaimed 
this perfidious traitor, Peynere, trifling and 
weak must that love be, which submits to be 
regulated by any laws but its own! As to 
myself^ charming princess ! be confident, that, 
from the moment I felt myself devoted to you, 
I voluntarily sacrificed both my religion, and 
my king; and sacrificed them for the sole 
purpose, of obtaining a place in your heart ; 
and, to obtain that object, should it be neces* 
jNury to sacrifice Salama,. and al^ I^Ss6&^ ^^li^ 
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flledi^ viiich I wear by my aide, shall very sooh 
eeiMl those imgratefol,. base poltroons to peopk 
the kingdom of darkness ! The gloomy, and 
ahnoBt inextricable despair, into which tlu 
princess was so deeply plunged, made her most 
patiently listen to Peynere, with calm attention 
and unmoved tranquility. It is trtie, execrable 
as his offer was, she did not directly accept it ; 
but, she did not forbid him, to steep his parri- 
cidal hands in thie blood of the unhappy Dias» 
Peynere continued uninterruptedly, for two of 
thi^ days, this same subject of conversation) 
and all his own assiduous devotions and offers; 
to which Quixaire never gave a decided answer. 
But, Peynere, seeing clearly, on the one side, 
that the princess was convinced, that Dias had 
no affection for her ; and, on the other, flatter- 
ing himself, that he could not fail of proving an 
acceptable and favoured lover, should Dias and 
Salama cease to exist; this Peynere, this unna- 
tural Peynere, formed the detestable resolution 
of secretly massacreing both with his own 
hands. 

Whilst this sanguinary nephew of Dias took 
prompt and decisive measures, for executing 
this horrid and unnatural crime, which he had 
long maturely deliberated in his heart, Salama 
used every possible endeavour to discover, what 
^ouid be the cause oithe extreme uneasineiis of 
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ibe princesB. He qtdckly conjectmed, she felt 
I strong afiection for Dias ; and^ he also became 
diorooghly convinced, that Dias was the only 
>b6tacle which intervened between him, and 
he completion of his long expected and richly 
laserved happiness. Salama, however, was not 
lisheartened ; and, as he was, in some mea^ 
iure, by his residence in the palace, and 
elationship, authorized to make use of privi- 
eges, which any other lover would not have 
tared to contemplate, he determined, during 
he silent part of the night, to gain admittancie 
nto the apartment of the princess. He per- 
uaded one of the young women who attended 
ler, to conceal him in the palace ; and, one 
light, when he knew she was quite alone, he 
K>ldly entered her chamber, and threw himself 
t her feet. Quixaire was very much alarmed; 
he screamed^ shed a torrent of tears, and 
oadly reproached Salama with his unexampled 
emerity ; sternly demanding, by what autho- 
ity, he had dared to interrupt the sanctity of her 
partment ? Salama remained silent, and im« 
aovable as a statue ; but, when the princess 
lad completely exhausted her tears and re* 
»Toaches, he thus addressed her : I acknow- 
edge, said he, with an air of devoted submission ; 
: acknowledge, illustrious princess, that my 
nterprize is highly indiscreet ; but, I entreat 
roQ» be not alanned: Iamixic«{(ikb\)bO^«t»^^« 
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ing the strictest limits of respect. Condescend 
to listen for a moment to a most unhappy man, 
and» finally, punish him, if he should advance 
any thing which may be offensive to you ; he 
will submit, without murmuring, to the blow 
Fate may have ordained, however rigorous and 
severe it may prove. You well know, divine 
Quixaire ! you ^un the day only, with a view 
to shun me ; your retreat is a feigned retreat; 
and it is only from your determined intention 
carefully to avoid me, that you so studiously 
avoid all company, and have secluded yourself 
for so long a time. The gods, continued he, 
the gods themselves, from whom you are de- 
scended, and from whom you cannot conceal 
the promise you have so solemnly made ; the 
gods themselves approve of my temerity ; the 
gods themselves inspired me with this design, 
and justly consented, that I should make use of 
this innocent subterfuge, to procure me an 
opportunity of reminding you of an event, 
which, I greatly fear, you have forgotten, " that 
I am that very happy, at the same time, that 
very unfortunate Salama, who, by the blessing 
of their divine assistance, and the strength of 
my unalterable love, was the deliverer of the 
king your brother! I will not say one word 
more ; I am ready, from this very instant, eter^ 
nally to banish myself from your presence, 
•/lould you command thl^^^ciifice* PronouBO* 
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your decree, adorable princess ! I will obey it. 
If such be your pleasure, I will never again 
present myself before your eyes ; I will go in 
search of death ; the gods, who protect my just 
claims, will not withhold it ; too happy, if by 
dying, I can render you happy, for, I can no 
longer be ignorant, that it is my death alone 
which can calm the frightful tempest which 
rages in your^ heart." Salama finished these 
declarations with every appearance of profound 
sorrow, and was about to rise, to retire from the 
presence of Quixaire, when she approached the 
■pot on which he was kneeling, and raised him 
herself. Salama, said she, embracing him, and 
at the same time shedding tears, Salama you 
have now truly conquered me ; I can no longer 
resist your submissive respect, and manifest 
attachment; and, I acknowledge, that I should 
be guilty of the greatest ingratitude, if I longer 
obdurately refused you a heart and a hand, to 
which you have rendered yourself so nobly 
entitled. This heart and this hand are your's ! 
and you may now leave me, under this solemn 
reliance. When the son of Priam turned his 
back on the gates of Greece, exulting in Ahe 
conquest and acquisition of the greatest beauty 
in the world, he did not experience half the 
joy which was now the portion of the self-con- 
gratulating Salama ! it is impossible to describe 
his extatie transporto ! But, bme vi« tDOOiMnk 
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a short time, leare this tranquilized happ; 
lover. 

Peynere, who could not possibly know what 
had just past, arranged every thing to convine^ 
the princess, that nothing was too difficult for 
him to accomplish in her service. He pre* 
tended, for some days, not to seek for ail 
opportunity of seeing her, because, he woidd 
hot present himself without bearing positive 
proofs, that his obedience and attachment to 
her were sincere and boundless. His plan was 
difficult in the extreme, and not less dangerous^ 
but, he had arranged his measures with sudi 
prudent precaution, that no person whomso- 
ever could possibly suspect the commission of 
the most horrid and detestable crime, which it 
is within the reach of wickedness itself, with 
the aid of base man, to devise. The melancholy 
day which Peynere had chosen for executing 
his heinous, diabolical parricide, he went him- 
self to a fortress, at the furthest extremity of 
the island, about two leagues distance from the 
town. He remained there the whole day, and, 
with his usual tranquillity, without feeling the 
smallest remorse, at his murderous intentions, 
he amused himself amongst the officers of the 
garrison, until late in the evening. The hour 
fixed for the horrid execution of his plot, drew 
Aear; he feigned \nd\si^o%\\\ou> t^tired to )m 
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imber, and went regularly to bedv • The 
yants who attended him retired: he rose 
mediately afterwards^ and haying quitted hi^ 
im, by means of a concealed door, of which 
had the key, he proceeded directly to the 
rn, where he arrived shortly after midnight. 
3 dwelliiig house of Dias, like most of the 
ises of that country, had secret doors, by 
ich it was not difficult for him, his near 
ition and friend, who had free access to 
ry part, at all hours, to be sure of admission^ 
s wretch concealed himself in a small closet; 
., when he thought all were buried in pror 
ad sleep, he entered the chamber of Dia% 
roaohed his bed, and finding him in a sound 
p, he buried his poignard, three or four 
es, blow upon blow, in his breast. Thuf 
ted the life of a man, who merited a better 
• The infamous Peynere, without intend- 
it, so far rendered an essential service to his 
)rtunate uncle, that he never could have 
ived the approaching marriage of Salama, 
ined so shortly to become the husband of 
saire. Dias expired without uttering a 
;le groan or struggle ; so effectual were the 
tge and brutal blows of the murderoua 
nere. This diabolical miscreant secretly 
silently withdrew, as soon as he saw the 
i effect of his assassination ; and having 
n reached the fort» stole to bed\n»(«ifi^vi^ 
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without havii^ been missed by any body. Tht 
ramouT of the tragical death of Dias^ soon 
spread throughout the town ; and the intelli- 
gence reached the fort very early the next 
morning. Peynere pretended to be in the 
utmost distress and despair ; he got up, flew to 
tike town ; wept over the mangled body of his 
uncle ; he swore roundly the most horrid oaths, 
that he would spare no pains or expence to 
discover the assassins ; he caused all his ser*- 
vants to be arrested, some of whom he put to 
tiie torture ; he threatened both heaven and 
earth with the vilest imprecations ; he was mad 
with fury. Peynere, in a word, did every thing 
that could have been suggested, by the just 
Irevenge and hatural resentment, appropriately 
belonging to real grief. 

Three or four days passed, before Peynere 
again presented himself at the palace ; he had 
resolved not to go, until he had disposed of 
Salama, in the same manner, and as success- 
fully and quietly, as he had disposed of Dias. 
But, finding he had many unforeseen difficulties 
to encounter, which required time to remove, 
he thought he ought not longer to defer inform- 
ing the princess, of the means which he had 
adopted, for completing this horrid, inhuman 
tragedy ; and he wished to satisfy her, at the 
s^me time, that he would ^.^^^edily relieve heJ 
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from the importunities of Salama; but^ juE^t as 
he was about to enter the apartments of 
Quixaire, he most unexpectedly met Salama. 
Peynere instantly fancied^ that he ought not to 
suffer this favourable opportunity to escape, for 
eternally disposing of this second opponent, 
not a less formidable object of jealousy than 
Dias. He instantly drew his sword, believing, 
that he should effectually strike the mortal 
blow, before Salama could be prepared for 
parrying it. But Salama, who felt some pre- 
sentiment of the base design of Peynere, was 
so vigilantly on his guard, that he was, unex- 
pectedly, as well prepared for defence, as the 
Portuguese was for his intendedattack. The con- 
test vras desperate, but short. Salama received 
two or three thrusts of his enemy's sword, 
which only slightly grazed his skin ; but, he so 
furiously and skilfully assailed Peynere in turn, 
that he speedily laid him dead at his feet. The 
whole palace, soon in terror and confusion, 
aesembled round the scene of action; and, 
whilst some of these spectators instantly ran 
away dreadfully frightened, others stood mo- 
tionless, screaming as loud as possiblie, all 
influenced by terror or interest, according to 
their respective feelings. Salama entered the 
apartment of Quixaire. She received the 
account of Peynere's death with much greater 
calmness than she had heard oC ^<^ &»iSfiL^^ 
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SkuBv whose fate she deeply lamented in her 
heart, although she stilt fancied him too im* 
gratefol, to be worthy of her commiseration* 
Salama, by the order of the princess^ immedi- 
ately retir^ to a fortress, of which he was go- 
vernor. Some days after, with the consent of the 
king, and the applaoding approbation of the 
whole court, and the whole island, Salama so- 
lemnly espoused the princess. The rejoicings of 
this marriage fally celebrated. Mole, with the 
assistance of Salamjei, determined to inflict exem- 
plary pmushment on the king of Temate,for the 
barbayooB murder of his father, for jthe wanton 
exercise of cruelty over himselfwhile in captivity, 
for the inhuman treatment of his imprisoned sub* 
jects, and for the horrid display of the mangled 
limbs of those he had destroyed on board his 
fleet; and on these various grounds. He declared 
war against Zaide, in which, his being a just 
cause, with the aid of his divinities, he soon 
became the possessor of the throne of Temate. * 
Zaide, the abommable and base enemy of their 
family, deemed unworthy to live, by his own sub-' 
jects, reeeived his death blow from one of his 
own private soldiers. Mole, contented with the 
paternal rule and pfotection of his own attached 
subjects, to whose happiness he devoted him- 
self, placed Salama on the throne of Temate ; 
and, thus, justice and virtue seated Quixaire on 
that throne, winch the \]iUKydAhix%tj Zaide had 
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SO insolently and ostentatiously offered, as the 
means of reconciling her to the murder of her 
father^ the dishonor and imprisonment of .her 
brother, and the inhuman mutilation of their 
brave and faithful subjects* 

Having thus endeavoured to beguile your 
time with the various influences of the delect- 
able passion of love, and historically furnished 
you, my dear Peralte, with ample means of 
instniction, for decicCng, whether the direful 
effects are to be attributed to accident, or 
because '' this passion, like all others, is seldom 
intrinsic,-' as I origimdly designed, let me now 
draw your attention, and strive to amuse you 
with the no less extraordinary, and, if possible, 
still more unaccountable, influences and opera- 
tions of that hated, turbulent ^Bsnion, jealousy, 
•o nearly allied to the former subject, drawn 
likewise from historical fragments ; and, I shall 
hope, by the time you have finished these very 
interesting, as well as very entertaining treats, 
I may have fully interpreted the virtuous insti* 
tates of the enlightened Bergance's friend, 
fidpio* 
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SOME time ago, a gentleman of Estrema- 
dura, of considerable family and connections^ 
like a second prodigal son, travelled through Eu- 
rope, carelessly dissipating his wealth, and mis- 
pending his time. At the expiration of several 
very expensive journies, his father being dead, 
and his patrimony nearly all exhausted, he 
stopped at Seville, where inviting opportunities 
abundantly offered for squandering the small 
remainder. Finding himself without money, 
and friendless, as like every body else, he found 
all his friends disappear with his money, and 
thus left without any local tie, he adopted the 
course of most young men of Spain, who have 
pjassed their lives in dissipation and idlery; 
he determined to proceed to the Indies. Al- 
though well aware, that all persons who voyage 
to foreign climes, do not acquire fortunes, he 
kept firm to his resolution ; perfectly satisfied^ 
that it was the only course which he had now 
to pursue, with any hope of retrieving the mi- 
sery he had brought upon himself, by extrava- 
gance and dissipation. A ship was about to 
«aiJ for Peru; he found he had no time to 
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lose ; he agreed with the captain for his passage; 
16 made the best arrangements^e possibly could 
>ut of his scanty remnants^ by providing such 
necessaries as were calculated to lessen the in- 
conveniences of a long and wearisome voyage. 
rhe ship sailed from Cadiz ; and having given 
iieir last blessing to the land of their nativity, 
the crew raised their anchors^ and hoisted sail, 
x> a wind so favourable, that they were in a few 
bours out of sight of land, and committed to the 
fast expanse of the ocean. Our traveller now 
became very thoughtfhl, and seemingly buried 
in deep reflection ; he brought to lively recollec- 
don, all the difficulties and dangers which he had 
mcountered informer expeditions, and his own 
bitherto bad management: infine,heseriouslyre- 
lected on all his long ill-spent time, the unpro- 
liable pursuits, and ihischievous dissipations of 
lis early years : he severely reproached himself 
For bis past conduct, while he pledged himself, 
should he ever be fortunate enough again to pos- 
sess wealth, to manage it better for the future; 
to omit no means of preserving it, and especially 
to renounce all bad company. These were the 
reflections with which at this time his mind 
was exclusively engrossed. The ship became 
bccahned; and this change involved Phi^ 
de C arizale , the name of our traveUer, in dis- 
fimes and troubles of a new kind, which !jo^- 
ed into bis mind, thoughts and ieftftc.^w» oS. 

-WOL* I. P 
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a very different impression, from those whick 
60 lately absorbed it. The wind again row^ 
became veiy boisterous, and drove the vefiuiel 
with tremendous velocity, through vast le- 
gions, where liquid sheets, uninterruptedlyi 
fldw, for ages, and ages, without repose. Tluf 
sudden and sublime extreme, drove Philip, to 
apply his whole mind to avert the imminent 
perils which now so awfully menaced his very 
existence. Like coimtless generations^ roll- 
ing into the everlasting gulph of time, our as- 
tonished traveller had images presented to hii 
mind, of the rapidity, and of the succession of 
ages, in huge stupendous movements^ ever 
advancing, ever defying arrest of progress, sug- 
gesting every terrific ideaof destruction, without 
preserving any shadow of its traces. In these 
sublime movements, he beheld the summary 
history of human life ! They figured to him a 
perfect portraiture of human destiny, and opened 
his mind to contemplate a future state : ware 
devouring wave, and, myriads of sensitive being9» 
suffering, and perishing, like those bubbles of 
water which rise suddenly in the air, and again 
fall, as suddenly, to rise no more. — ^Alike inces- . 
sant are the changes, events, and vicissitude^, J 
which human existence alternately furnishes to 
the philosophic mind, for the relief of poig- 
nant suffering, and the supercession of gratis^ 
ousfortune ! the moi^ ^)^«\x\)&^ ^nd difficulfc 
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Qore instantaneous and efficacious f These 
olatory effects were largely and decisively 
rienced^ by our dejected traveller. Sue- 
ve change^ from bad to worse, from trifling 
;alty, to imminent danger^ operated sanative 
I to his diseased mind, till, by gradual in- 
ion, he entered a new, invigorated charac- 
nto all the busy pursuits of the bustling, 
sss world, which, ultimately, immolated odl 
original dismal misfortunes, in the smiling 
uses of perspective encouragement. The 
e frame of our traveller's mind thus became 
iged, insomuch, that powerful inspiring 
I reigned the exhilirating substitute of his 
er melancholy and resignation to despair, 
voyage of their ship, however rapid and 
ous, proved fortunate and safe. The ship 
into Carthagena, without having sustained 
injury. To shorten the introduction of our 
utive, and avoid every thing irrelevant to 
immediate entertaining history, we shall 
content ourselves with concisely recording, 
our traveller, Philip, was about the age of I 
r-eight, when he departed for the Indies, ; 
re, for about twenty years residence, he | 
lucted his affairs, 60 well, and so success-  
r, that he acquired property to the amount i 
nrenty thousand crowns ; and he no sooner j 
m1 himself sole master of thift ^to^geiVj » 
ihere§olr€d to return to lua nsAxv^ ^^oxudl^ti^ 

p 2 
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Acmmted by this feelmg, so natural to all men 
who lore their coimtzy» he lost no time in ex* 
eoatii^s his intentions : he quitted Peni» where 
he lubd amassed this wealth, turned all his money 
into ii^MSs and, having embaiked on board t 
vYSsad bound for Spain, he finally arrived at 
Seville, possesed of as many thousands, as 
he was years <^ age. Having placed his pro- 
perty in security, he went in search of his 
fiiends; but* he found they were all gone ; aD 
departed on a much longer journey, than that 
which he had just teiminated. This induced 
hiau again without local tie, to resolve to 
quit Seville, and to pass the remainder of 
his lite in the place of his nativity, although he 
had learns, that both his parents, with aU the 
rest vvs* his relauox^s. were also dead. The mind 
of Carisak. as we have shewn, was perfectly at 
<ia$e «*«:h respect to the possesion of great pro* 
perty ; bi;:! still, he was not without many inquie 
t;die$^ Ir.vc\lved in c&ies. and difficulties, ¥rliilit 
he «na$ pcwr. Ik did not find his mental conditioa 
much aluered; now. that he was become im- 
luer.stely noh. he did not sleep more comfortahfy, I 
nor e:voy 1:^? more tVlioitously. than when hewn i 
in vndigxf'i^oe ; for, g^eneiully speaking, the po»- | 
;!«ft$:^ion and care of riches, fills the mind witk 
as much anxiety, as poverty loads it with can 
and disme^ ; and though the one, be*positivelf 
fiaii^c with many axk4 ^k«x XiiQQist^^raAnoak 
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le other/ as positively, has as great a portion; 
lOugh of a diiSerentkind, which competently 
uthorizes this general sentiment, that " those 
who possess nothmg, are in many respects much 
luq^pier than those who are very rich/^ The 
oor humble contented man, may, in time, be^ 
Dme rich, but the rich man never fancies he 
as enough ; and he is for ever restless, and 
issatisfied, and craving. The terms, rich and 
Tor, are only comparative; there is a little 
liddle word '^content/* which settles all the 
ide differences, and, at all times, the heart is 
inch more gratified with poor respect, than rich 
isoknce. The mite of the poor widow, was infi- 
itely nore acceptable to God, than the vast 
on<xibutions of the rich men; and thus we are 
Kcredly taught, that the mite with respect is ten 
lousand times more valuable, than abundance 
ith insolence. Whether these reasonings suit 
16 taste of the rich or not, Carizale, with all his 
nmense property, knew not the inappreciable 
ranquillity of that little middle word " content" 
t gladdened his heart, it delighted him, with 
ridely extended eyes, to survey his ingots, and to 
numerate them, in slow deliberate order, one by 
•ne ; but, his joy was temporary and very im- 
lerfect, because, he did not know, how to make 
. proper use of them : he was in the miserable 
itoation of the famishing fox in the fable, who 
aw abundance of meat hanging ONet \i\&V^(^^« 
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as if belonging to no one; but, for the life of bun, 
he could not reach it. Carizale found himaelf 
too old to derive benefit from the adyantagei 
of wealth, and was wofully apprehensire, that; 
if he made it the companion of his house, he 
would either be strangled, or have his throat 
cut, to satiate some avaricious p^son, labouiiDg 
under the *' consuming disease of a perpetual tkint 
"for riches.** On the other hand, this old tat» 
veller could not prevail upon himself, idly to 
hide his riches imder ground, because they 
were competent to produce immense profiti» 
could he but contrive to exercise their influence 
in the same manner in which he had amassed 
them in the Indies. Surrounded by innume* 
tioiAe doubts, difficulties, and apprehensions, 
Carizale resolved, as I have already said, to re^ 
I tire from active speculation, and quietly pass his 
old age in the place of his nativity : but, this re* 
solution did not shield him from the incessant 
cares which perpetually gnawed his very 
vitality. He was desirous of placing his money 
out at interest ; but, he knew neither the means 
of accomplishing it, nor any security with which 
he could be satisfied : never was man more em- 
barrased, never was man more anxious and wa- 
vering ; every thing with him was uncertainty. 
Then again, as to the place of his nativity, that 
was inhabited only by poor and distressed peo« 
pie ; andj if he reside \k^x«» Iv^ dreaded, that 
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he should every moment be exposed to their 
impoitimities. But, withal, it became abso- 
lutely necesstfry that he should make a decv 
Bive choice : it was necessary that he should 
adopt some course, and this dificulty was with 
him as insurmountable as all the rest ; — inge- 
nious, as he naturally was, in perpetually de- 
▼ising difficulties. He now took a fancy to mar- 
ry, in order to avert the possibility of his pro- 
perty falling into the hands of strangers. He 
reflected, seriously, on this point; and finally 
determined to adopt it, assuring himself, that 
he was not too old to induce some one or other 
to accept his offer, and become a companion- 
able wife: but, even this reflection was suc^ 
oeeded by others in opposition. The very idea 
of a wife made him tremble ; he was naturally so 
jealous, as to feel well assured, that he must be 
unhappy in the married state, and he rejected it, 
as the suggestion of the devil, I will think no 
more of this matrimonial scheme, said he to 
himself, none but madmen, or those who have 
no delicacy of feeling, can possibly marry: it is 
the worst rock that a man of sense can possibly 
encounter ; there is too much risque in embaik- 
mg with a woman, and that shall not be the 
line I will adopt : — ^most decidedly not : — cer- 
tainly not ! 

However poor Carigale might speak, as he 
seemed to feel, he could not Teml \!Ki^ ck^xv^:^^ 
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of his st^iB : it was in Yain for him to reasooi 
or make any reflection, — ^married he ' must be, 
whether he would or not. One day, as he walked 
through the town, still maturely deliberating, as 
usual, what would be the best sort of life for him 
to pursue, he perceived, at a window, a young 
fpA, whose appearance very much struck him ; 
besides the extreme mildness expressed in her 
countenance, Leonora , the name of this young 
person, had so many apparent attractions, that 
this good positive man could not help finding 
her handsome; and suddenly, he became des- 
perately in love with her : this young woman 
was about fo urteen ye ars old ; but, as lovers 
never reason, Carizale did not think her at all 
too young, no, not an hour too young : whatever 
resolution or determination he had taken 
against marriage ; whatever reasons he might 
have alleged in support of this resolution, he 
was so electrically metamorphosed, that he 
now fancied there could not be any condition in 
the world so happy and so enviable, as that of 
a married man. This young woman is hand- 
some, said he, to himself; but, to judge by the 
exterior of the house, in which she lives, I 
should conclude, the inhabitants are not very 
rich. She is only a child, said he, and as such, 
I doubt not, of great docility ; and assuredly, a 
wife of her age cannot possibly give a husband 
Anjr uneasiness. She is exactly the woman 
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will suit me for a wife, and it seesis, that 
.yen has expressly created her for me : shd 

not yet seen any thing of the world, conti- 
id he in his rapturous soliloquy^ the real rock 
ch proves so destructive to all women. Young 

inexperienced as she is, I may be certain 
living vnth her in perfect confidence. I 
}t then marry her ; I will shut her up : I will 
il myself of the natural docility peculiar to 

age; I will place her on ai>y footing 1 
tse; I will so completely arrange things, to 
use my own humour, that I shall be sure 
er to have any reason to complain, or even 
epent of having marked her. When people 
3 such precautions, as I mean to do, they 
r marry in perfect security. I don't eare, 
ither she be rich or poor; I have wealth 
ugh for both. The rich ought to be con- 
;ed with the privilege of making their own 
ice; content produces long life, whilst 
•etand anxiety shorten it. But, come what 
r, the stone is thrown ; this is the woman , ; 
nded by heaven for me, and marry her I ' 
determined. Carizale, however, vnth all 
(e mature deliberations, did not act as 
upitately as his spirit dictated; he still 
jcted about it, over and over again, for 
m or eight successive days, and still per- 
ed in his determination of marrying Leonora, 
went himself to demand liei m Tsis^xmsi^^ 
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jMLTing previously infonned himself of het \AA 
and fcMTtime. The father of Leonora, a yeikf^ 
gentlemui, bat not overburthened with a gnat 
deal of wealth, widely opened his eyes at tlie 
proposition of Carizale, fixed in astonishment 
at such a proposition, from so old a man, to 
marry a woman so yomig as his daughter i he 
time to consider of it, before he pledged 
word, erincing, at the same time, that he 
felt honored by the compliment paid him ; but| 
precaution, he added, is necessary, both for 
you and for me. Prudence requires, that I 
should not only know, who you are, but, that 
you should also know, who I am. Marriage is 
not the condderation and afiair of a day ; and 
it is impossible to be too circumspect, and 
take too many precautions on so solemn an 
occasion. Carizale readily aonreed to all these 

a* 9 

suggestions. Inquiries were made, on both 
aides : the parties were perfectly satisfied ; they 
be^^an to make preparations ; and, at length, 
Leonora was married to Carizale, who spon- 
taneou^y settled on her twenty thousand 
ducats; so trulv was he enamoured of her. 
Carizale ought to be Teiy happy, because, he 
manied according to his own ftncy arid 
iucliiuiiion ; but, no sooner was he married to 
this object of his deliberate choice, than he 
^rnned a thousand chimerical notions and 
#Onb to» iriaA reaAtwA\nia^ret3 wmrnMr. > and 
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en very wretched. He formed i^prehenrions 
thOQt any cause, and entertained a thomand 
founded suspicions, which actually derangtd 
( intellects; in a word, never was man soi 
y and fancifully jealous, from the first hour \ 
executing the contract of his own freely 
ight marriage ; a marriage that, in truth, he 
Luntarily importuned, and deliberately pur- 
ased. The first trait, and that not a small 
e, was manifested, when the point was first 
mtioned, as to Leonora^s wedding dress, 
er she had been most acceptably affianced to 
n. On no consideration could he be induced 
suffer a tailor to take measure of her for 
(thes ; he set himself most inflexibly against 
and resorted to every possible means and 
bterfuges, to prevent the tailor either touch* 
f or even seeing her; and having searched the 
vn, and found a young woman, nearly of the 
ne age, size and shape of his intended bride, 
pattern was made to fit that yoimg woman, 
d so handed over to be made to fit Leonora ! 
r that pattern a great many other dresses, 
ry rich and magnificent, were made, in such 
mbers, that the father and mother of Leonora 
t themselves the happiest persons in the 
»rld, in having found a husband for their 
loved daiighter, so very generous, liberal and 
^interested. As to Leonora herself, who had 
r€r before liad any but the iii)C)«X<aRAssAr) ^>^^^ 
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chH^ appttfL she wis oreTjoyed at the prcH 
fcueift htisaowvdi on her, dD extremely elegant 
aai kuMiscawlT craanMnted. But, now. be- 
hc^ ;be VKKC singular and extraordinaiy 
corvwoc^ ever heard of, or that eyer can 
W^r^c. The ^eaknis Philip would not com- x 
^r? ^ «aairage« until he had obtained a 
)ik»a$e ^ibfT b$ own jealous fancr, which he 
asrtsc^ ist thb singular manner. He pmv 
c^Me^ ooe fee tw«ive thousand ducats, in one 
:r r!bf Tctsct^ shsatioi» of the town, and 
ft^rsfssai^i h :2 t^ mos^ magnificent style. It 
yms^ ssssT^fcxid with a dei^ ditch, constantly 
fi:il oe vti^^r. aad a mv»t beautiful orange 
ir»*Tf>; : xr>i tii* wtj^Jie ^arien was eles^antly and 
ti>«*fV.S Kcoe-n^i with oringe trees. The 
K:«s«f ij>i p^i^fo w»> c: die most superb order; 
^*ch .,x vVitlvi >i? rxv^ elegant and tasteful ; 
Stc. -^.^ $c*:cvrc iJtc CxraaJe completed the 
y««;xi!xjc55? .*c :i::> e ^'eci~>s house. than he carefully 
KkV^^ ry i.l ti-* TBi^riow^ which opened to 
tV $.r^:>ic. >.,-**^T-*r i:>aLr.iiv situated: the 
iul^xi«;.^c:<>^^ svf 4^; •^^^- i-omients, which he 
^-^ccx^ycrvis^i r.' h > w:i\ he tcvt special care, 
$isX:'o,i hok^v r.,* >*i"Cv:wn: « all. and had them 
*xv .u,vixx:v'.^^.: •i ::h 4k coc::c ar.d skv-lig^hts ; the 
eotm^^w o\vr, Jc^i Srir^itut o\::cr.ided portico, 
>» :; * :firjk:^-I< Srcvhe^ he ooRTened into a stable 
Ifer ;K kvwlV v>cviiw*nh us^ by the Spanianls, 
l<>r ^MKkxW ot caTm^'« aiA, ox^x Sx,^ 
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made a small room for the accommodation of 
the zQuleteer, an old Moor, crippled and infirm. 
The walls of the passages were raised in such 
a manner, and so high, that all who went to 
lUs houe, were obliged to elevate their heads, 
in a perfect perpendicular line, in order to raise 
their njeB to heaven ; for, it was impossible to 
Me any thing lower. He next made a reception 
wheels or turning box, with the grat^ of a 
convent, which conveyed articles of provision 
end messages into the court of the house; never 
%eie so many imnatural and unnecessary pre- 
fAQti<ms taken, as by this singularly jealous 
Hmn ; never were greater proofs of disordered- ' 
imagination. He bought four white slaves, and ' 
two Moorish women ; and these females formed 
the whole establishment of Carizale, for this' 
splendid mansion. As to men servants, he 
would not hear of them. His house thus- 
altered, and the establishment fixed, he made 
an agreement with a man, to buy and bring to 
the house, all the provisions and supplies which 
should be required; this contractor was en- 
gaged to furnish every thing requii^ite, for 
which he bad daily orders ; but, on this express 
condition, that he eat and slept at his own^ 
house, and never presumed to approach the 
mansion of Carizale, beyond the turning box, 
through which he was to deliver every thitu^ 
be hrangbt and supplied. CaniaV^ ilo^ '^^ia^ia^<^ 
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a partof hig money in a bank^ at interesrt, after 
having taken every possible jealous precantkni 
as to security, reserving all he tho«]^ht neces- 
sary for his own immediate wants. He had a. 
master key made suitable to every door in the 
house ; and, for immediate precaution against 
want, laid in a store of every kind of pro>fisioQ 
for a whole year, such provisions as are 
purchased by other persons in their own proper 
season, while fresh and wholesome. All thesf 
precautions taken, and corresponding arrange) .. 
ments made, Carizale proceeded to the house ^ F 
^ father-in-law, demanded his affianced wifli | 
and married her. He then conducted her to his I 
own house, which he had so very commodiously 
prepared for her, and told her, he had so | 
judiciously contrived and arranged his whole 
household establishment for her ease and com- 
fort, that henceforward she would never have 
any thing to do, but to ring her bell, and order 
up whatever she wished ; nothing would be 
refused her; nothing would be wanting. 
Never was woman more closely and vigilantly 
immured, and restrained from intercourse with 
all mankind. She never was allowed to go out, 
except on Sundays and festivals, to go to 
church, on which occasions, and no other, her 
father and mother were permitted to speak to 
ber, and that only in the presence and hearing 
of her old iingulafity^ yf\k^ x^-s^x ^s^^^ \fc %&- 
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oiBlMmy her^ and took special Care to baye ae^ 
tense a decnrity for the preservation of her 
omplexioiv'^^tgainst eyes as well as air^ as was 
lecessary for a window curtain, in the Christ- 
las season of a northern climate. Entrance 
the interior of Carizale's house was positively 
Drbidden to Leonora's parents ; his door was 
peremptorily locked against them^ according to 
, stipulation entered into in the marriage 
ettlement ; but, to lessen this mortification, he 
nade them magnificent presents, and, by great 
iberality, anticipated all their wants. This in 
ome measure reconciled them to the imprison- 
aent of their daughter, and the loss of her 
onversation and company. On all other days, 
]!arizale rose with the sun, and waited for his 
lurveyor, with the necessary supplies, to whom 
le himself through the turning box, gave his 
>wn particular orders, regularly every evening* 
ks soon as his dealing with the purveyor was 
inished, and the man distanced away from the 
LOUse, which he personally watched, Carizale 
limself went out, on the business of the day, 
arefully, and, with his own hand, doubly lock- 
ng and chaining both the doors ; that is to say, 
he door to the street, and the door of the house, 
between which was the stable, and the apart- 
aent of the old Moor, who, as well as his mule, 
f ere often in danger of suffocation from want 
/ fire§b air. A» the bumnMa iitBMS^ « 
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Cunfe firoB Iioaw, was not rery important^ 
anl tfini n9^ of course, require much time to 
trmnfittcC U» prineijHd object being to ascertain 
t&MfcdBtf lMiik» wlttch contained his mcmey^ had 
IMC Anna a«aT» and diat the bankers were not 
ijt ih^MJ, in whkh he was soon satisfied^ by 
tarh'ng dw biuik and people all in their regular 
pItoMSv tw w;» soon ready to return home. 
JU^ nipMeoQ&hr examining; unlocking, and 
a^jjaia tucknut^i^doors^heshut himself up with 
htt wt&« and rdafted some stories of his own 
iii^ewQ» uiv^Btioo^ during his walk; this was 
vKmm Kw tfibe amuaenkKLt of Leonora, and her 
:»tavv$^ who were not at all dissatisfied with 
^u: vVttdiuoo. beoiifise Carizale often laughed 
4B!d N'ked widl ch«fni* and was not deficient 
:a oscttleac libtirilitT. This is the description 
s*« th^ kind of life, I<;d by this superbly 
taaJQ;fi»^>tt«^.i bui^^py couple* old Philip and young 
L<caoi:Ti. la chb o&inner. Leonora and her six 
dak^^rtk ^^asi::>ed tiwir uoTidate of one whole year, 
4ua cbfy wv^ald have passed many others in the 
$dutt^ pl^ftju^ixt^. delicious, eli^ihle^ consolatory, 
kiui. duxd hd(»('y manner, if the general merci- 
lei$&!^ ;iui{ pjwokio^ dUturberof the human race, 
luvl Qot ixupuvleutlv and outrageously obtruded, 
and ujtLved hiuLsetf in their happy domesticity, 
U> the auuovauce and OTerthrow of all the 

,;t^ak>ttQ^ Cart£ate*$ most Tigilant and pertinacious 

#(vuriiie«v » about to\»e T«^\ftd. 
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. W6 call upon the wisest and the mo9t 
ingenious of mortals to answer^ if he pleases^ 
the question we are now about to ask! What 
new invented precaution they could adyise' this 
man^ Philip, in the extensive spirit of his means^ 
to adopt for his security, or relief from his 
consuming jealousy, since he cautiously pre- 
cluded every male from entering his house, and 
his whole establishment were females? — even 
the dog that barked at the door, and the cat 
that chased away the mice about the house. 
Carizale himself constantly awake, and on. the 
watch, neither slept in the night, nor during the 
day : morning and evening, he regularly went 
found, and examined every comer of his house, 
inside and out ; he was eternally on guard, and 
was himself, the careful Argus of his wife's 
safety: — to scare from his house all sorts of 
people, even his most intimate friends, he never 
would deal or converse with them, but in the 
open street. The hangings and tapestry of his 
house, represented goddesses, vestals, and 
amazonian heroines, so much celebrated in 
history. In a word, the whole of his house, 
breathed only the purest modesty; even the 
stories told by the slaves round the fire-side, 
during the long winter evenings, were all in that 
same strain; wholly confined to the little 
histories of some fairy, some amazon, or 
celebrated heroine of former tme%. Yfc^'OkKsc^ 
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>, m tniA, the fint mud only man with 

she had ever convened. She believed 
aU the aeaeaieB and precantioDa which hb 
jiahwiij had dictated, were only the 

of wise and judicioiis fiDresi^it for her 
> J ; she imagined that all nevrfy-manied 

led the same fife, as die did; she never 
had the least desire to go ont; her whole 
ddight and stndy was» how to pkaae CaiinJe; 
she naifoimlj endearoiaed to anticipate his 
she never saw the street but when she 

to chmch, and that was only on her 
retain; for, she was always conducted thith^ 
vridle it was yet daik, and almost impossible to 
see her own hand. Nerer was the most rigid 
and secluded momLstery more securely and 
impenetrably closed ! never did any religious 
order of nuns live under greater austerity and 
restraint! never was the golden apple more 
sternly and ferociously guarded ! But^ all his 
incessant rigilance, all his precautionary ma- 
chinery, did not rescue poor Philip'from falling 
frcHU the precipice which he had so long 
apfkehended, or at least, from the fatal con- 
Tiction, in his own mind, that he had fallen. 

In the city of Seville, is a class of idling, lazy 
people, who locally go by the common name of 
^ iiecUidrw of the toord*^^ \)i<e^ «x^ c^xoideied 
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as foragers on the public; they are the sons of 
rich parents, not of the nobility ; always well 
dressed; fond of pleasure; extravagant 'and 
expensiye, plunging themselves and their pa^ 
rents in debt; always feasting and revelling; 
every way bringing discredit on society; de^ 
firaudingaod injuring their creditors. ligre we 
might make very serious reflections, upon their 
general depravity of conduct; upon their 
disgraceful manner of living, and the vicious 
rules and customs they have amongst themf 
selves, as a common nuisance: it would be 
right to expose these truths ; but truth is not 
so satisfactory when spoken, as where J^ai 
painted; better still, circumstantially poui^ 
trayed ; and, therefore, I proceed to perform my 
duty, by stating facts. One of these extrava* 
ganzas, not yet married, one day cast his eyes, 
and stopt to gaze, and survey the mansion of 
Carizale. Observing that the windows we;^ all 
blocked up, he was seized with an earnest cu- 
riosity to know, to whom the mansion belonged, 
and what the cause of closing the windows? 
For this purpose, he spared no pains, and 
worked so successfully to realize the objects of 
his inquiry, that he did not fail to obtain them* 
He ascertained the disposition of the ownefw 
whom he found to be a rich old man, of singular 
character, heard of the beauty of Leonora, a 
perfect beltenebrOB, a lovely ob«c\a% ^wo&sk 
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girl, and obtained full information of the pav« 
ticular manner in which this bel tenebros was 
guarded^' and the restraint she was under. 
Possessed of all this necessary information^ he 
communicated his design to three or four of 
the most artful and cunning of his companions; 
and, as in this sort of enterprize, advice aud 
assistance are seldom wanting, these children 
of the ward resolved, amongst themselves, and 
imdertook to besiege this apparent fortress. 
But, this was not very easily accomplished ; it 
required the removal of a thousand obstacles, 
which it had taken great pains and much time 
maturely to establish. The measures necessary 
to be laken; and the requisite means to be 
employed to ensure success in so arduous an 
undertaking, having been well considered, they 
were not disheartened by difficulties, kept firm 
to their intended siege, and thus went to 
work- 

^.^Xoaysa, the name of the projector of this 
plan, living in public view as a child of the 
ward, pretended to retire into the country, and, 
for some days, to confine himself to the house. 
He changed his clothes, and linen, and dressed 
himself in a garb so worn and torn, that not a 
^®gg8.r about the city appeared to be so 
wretched and ragged. He made them strip 
him of the little beard Tae \i"a.d, covered one of 
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his eyes with a plaister^ tied up one of his 
legs; and supporting himself on cratches, he 
was so completely metamorphosed, that those 
who saw him in this condition, agreed, that: it 
would be impossible to be better disguised as. a 
mendicant. Thus disguised, and dissembling, 
Loaysa went every evening to afik relief at the 
door of Carizale, which he always found shut. 
The dweUing-rooms of the house were at such 
an immense distance from the door, that it was 
next to impossible, he could be heard, either by 
Carizale, Leonora, or any one of the domestic 
slaves. But, Loaysa had formed his plan ; he ^ 
only wished to excite the curiosity of thi^^d 
Moor, who with his companioiy4fa6^ule, he 
found, lived in the portico.^ \>etween the two 
doors. Loaysa, having' made a great many 
beggar-like wl^piug lamentations, to no pur- 
po'dC, had recourse to a sorry little guitar, and, 
as he well understood music, while playing on 
this instrument, he accompanied it with several 
little agreeable songs, particularly some ro- 
mances of the Moors and Moorish women, 
some very entertaining ballads, and, charmingly 
counterfeiting a feigned voice, he acquitted 
Jiimself so harmoniously, and mth such neat 
execution, that all the passengers in the street 
stopped to listen to him. Louis, the name of 
the old muleteer, delighted with this harmony, 
was dH ears ; in fact, he aeevv^ V^ ^ ^m^^^j^ 
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girL and obtained full information of tbe ipm 

ticular manner in which this bel tenebros wM 

guarded^ and the restraint she was under. 

Possessed of all this necessary information^ he 

communicated his design to three or four of 

the most artful and cunning of his companiomj 

and, as in this sort of enterprize^ advice and 

assistance are seldom wanting, these ehildnn 

of the ward resolved^ amongst themselves, and 

undertook to besiege this apparent fortress; 

But, this ¥ras not very easily accomplished ; it 

required the removal of a thousand obstacleSi 

which it had taken great pains and much time 

-.^i^atttrely to establish. The measures necessaiy 

aiKtVi.N4^en, and the requisite means to be ! 

smg; bnng^-^^ j^g success in so arduous an 

beseech you ! It ^^^^^ ^^jl considered, they 

contrive to satisfy yt>K.. difficulties, kept firm 

because I have not the key o_ . , ^^^^ 

there is no opening through which it is possibiif 

I can give you what you ask. Then, who has 

the key ? said Loaysa. My master, said Louis ; 

that is t6 say, the most jealous, and the most 

suspicious man that ever existed in the world. 

If he could possibly fancy I could find means 

to amuse myself with speaking to any body, it 

would cost me my life. Now, said the Moor, 

let me ask, in my turn, who you are ? I entreat 

you to tell me. I am, answered Loaysa, a poor 

Jame cripple, who obtain my food by asking 

alms, in the name of God, o^ ^ %qq^^^^V&\ 
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tfhall play admirably well/ in a very short time. 
Be persuadedy I have an extremely easy method 
of teaching, and I shall have less trouble with 
• you, because, I perceive, you want neither 
talent, nor inclination. To judge only from 
the sound of your voice, I pledge myself, that 
you can sing very well. I don't think alto- 
gether badly, returned the slave; but, of what 
use vnll it be to me to sing well, since I haye 
only some poor trifling sets of tunes. The 
Moor, like the crow in the tree, praised for his 
voice, then began to sing some of these very 
trifling tuneif. All your songs, said Loaysa, 
i'i;^«mipting the Moor, are complete fooleries 
in com(^jXrison with those which I can teach 
you. I know all the celebrated songs of the 
Moor Alinderez, and of the lady Chariffe, his . 
mistress. I know all the songs of the great 
sophi Tomunibugo, and the sarabands, so 
divinely composed as to enliven the souls of 
the dull and heavy dispositions of the Portu- 
guese. Nor, is this all; I teach all these 
things with such successful art, and such easy 
and ready method, that, without giving yourself 
any trouble about it, before you have eaten 
three muids of salt, you shall find yourself the 
very best musician throughout Spain, on every 
sort of instrument. 

The Moor, who did not ima^ne that Loaysa 
could iaugh at him so very c^^x^^'^, ^T«w^i^» 
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Still iMHurily sighiiig^ what does all tbis sigijify, 
«ince I have not any possible means qf introdu- 
ping you into my apartments? There is a remedy 
for all things, returned the pretended cripple ; 
you must contrive to take the key from your 
master, and I will furnish you with a piece of 
wax, on which you will take the impression; 
and provided you only manage to furnish me 
with the wards of the key, in some ^y or others 
you may safely leave all the rest of the trouble, 
and management, to me. By the great friend- 
ship which I already bear for you, I will employ 
a locksmith, with whom I am acquainted, who 
will make a key after the model which the im« 
pression on the wax shall furnish, and wiU 
make it to fit so well, that I shall the same liight 
enter your apartment; and, that once effeqted, 
I pledge myself to teach you to play all instru- 
ments in a very superior style to priest John, 
or the Sophi of Persia* It is a thousand pities 
that such an excellent voice as your'a should 
be useless for want of instruction and cultivar 
tion! Every body knows, that the best yoice, 
9uch as your*s, loses half its value and beauty, 
if not regulated by alliance with son\e idstru- 
mant, whether it be the guitar, thi$ organ, the 
harp, or harpsichord. You AhiU selebt any. one 
of these> and if I might advise you^ the guitar 
will be the most co^v^nient and appropriate, 
because it is an instnupent eakalj ownsA^Sb^Ti^^ 

VOL. I. Q 
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ndcotti the kait money. I believe iti^aimrfidi 
the slave ; but, all you aay ia quite uaelem, be* 
cause, the key which you -desire me to furnish, 
wiUnereroome into my possession; my mss- 
ter nerer leaves it ; he sleeps both night and day 
with it under his pillow. Try another way, Mn 
Louis, s^id Loaysa, if you have any desire to 
become a proficient in the instrument; others 
wise, it wUl be in vain for me to distract my 
bnffiMin offering you advice on the subject. If 
{ have ai^ desire ! exclaimed Louis, the ansioiis 
wish I have is so great, that I will leave nb means 
ttntiied, provided there be a little less danger at- 
tending it^ than that of snatching the key from 
under my master's pillow, or out of his hand : it 
would be much easier to take away his life. If 
that be the case, my good feUow, said the 
ftrigned cripple> provided on your part, you will 
make an opening, by removing two or three 
stones between the hinges of the door and the 
wall, in which you will not find any difficulty, I 
will contrive to furnish you through that open- 
ingg with some little instruments which ahall 
soon work miracles: these instruments shall be, 
nolhing more or less than a small hammer and 
pincers; with these, you can easily remove all 
tile ft»tenings of the lock, when every body is 
fast asleep; the noise will not be heard, and we 
can easily replace them, which we will ^do, so 
aMmmtely weU» thai wo ou^ %hall evet discover 



they htdlieeii unfiist^iied : . .ones jslmt up 1^1% 
jroui niy idear' Louis; we shall do wo^dmu 
I shall ha^e nothing to conceal firom jqn, and 
I {HTombe^ you shall never have reaiK>n to repenjt 
what I so strongly advise you to undertake^ 
wholly and solely, for your own benefiti and^ 
lor the express purpose, of serving you. • My 
dear Louis, do not lose this valuable ppportiH 
nity; you will never have such another; and 
I feel, it will be absolutely necessary, loving 
you as I do, voluntarily to shut myself up with 
you, in your hay4oft. But» what can we not 
do for fHends ? Do not trouble yourself abou( 
providing food for us ; I will bring enough for 
both, and sufficient to last for seven or eight 
days ; I have scholars and friends, who will not 
abandon me in want, and I will take good care 
we do not die of hunger. It is not necessary^ 
«aid Louis, that you should give yourself any 
trouble of that kind; we have plenty to ea^ 
and very good cheer. What my master sup- 
plies, and what the slaves bring me, underhand^ 
edly, would be enough, amply to support two 
other slaves besides myself: therefore, don't 
trouble yourself about eating and drinking. 
|fy only doubt at present is, about the hammer 
and ipincers : Fll soon form a passage through 
which to receive them : I will cover this open- 
ing with a little mortar, and if I once get pos» 
foarinn of hammer and pimcexit ^cyo^iaMJl 
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iiot puzzle yonTBelf -about any thing < dse, I 
^rill tak^ ott the 'fastenings of the lock in di^ 
moiBt skilftd manner: and, supposing it should 
he even neoessafy to give some loud knocks^ 
tny master sleeps at such a distance from htoce, 
•tluit it must be either a miracle, or imposed as 
some Tery exemplary punishment, if tiie noist 
'Bhould reach him. That will do very well, said 
Loaysa: before two days are expired, you shall 
have all that is necessary to put your virtuoui 
designs into execution. In the mean time, I ad- 
vise you, not toeatany thingto render you phleg- 
matic, for however you may fancy it will be xd 
service to you, on the contrary, it quite destroys 
the voice. There is nothing, said the sla?e 
that makes my voice more thick and hoarse 
than wine, yet I would not give up wine for all 
the finest voices in the world. That is not what 
I wish, said Loaysa, I had no such ridiculous 
idea. Drink only, my son Louis, drink heartily: 
wine taken in good measure, never does any i 
mischief. I always drink my measure, said the 
Moor : I have here a mug which contains ex- 
actly one quart : the slaves always bring it to me , 
without my master knowing any thing of it, ■' 
and besides that, the purveyor, from time to | 
time, brings me a bottle clandestinely, and that j 
makes up for all deficiencies of-the mug. Faith, 
said Loaysa, what you relate to me is itdmirable, | 
I see you are wlaex lYi'^cii 1 \tcAi^\^d\' oito fas « | 
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fool than yim, is noi a beast. Your reasoning is 
founded on good sense ; for, after all, " a Ay 
throat can neither grant nor singJ"' Away with 
you, retire quietly, said the Moor, and remem- 
ber, that I shall look forw€urd to your coming 
here every night to sing, as my reward for in-, 
troducing you within doors. My fingers al* 
ready ache with impatience, to strike the chords 
of the instruments upon which I hear you play 
such delightful airs. I will be sure to come, 
said Loaysa, and I will bring new compositions 
with me. That is just what I wish, returned 
Louis ; but, in the mean time, I request, you 
to play one song more, that I may retire to bed 
with more delight ; depend on it, you shall be 
well rewarded : the poor very often recompense 
better than the rich. This is not a point, which 
at all interests me, replied this music master ; 
the reward shall always be left to your option. 
Now Louis, listen to the song you desire. 
Loaysa forthwith struck up a beautiftd romance, 
which he really played, and sung so pleasantly, 
as it appeared to the invissible Moor, that he 
was highly delighted, and began impatiently to 
fear, the time for opening the door would never 
arrive. 

Loaysa now quitted the house and the 
Moor, and joined his companions, to whom he 
deliberately related every thm^ tSoAXYMiAL^^VMuu^. 

Q3 
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the measures which he had tak^, and the ipt^ 
ment he had made with the Moor to admit him 
into the house of Carizale. They all immediatdy 
|rat their shoulders to the wheels and oh. the 
following morning, selected some pincers of 
excellent temperament, calculatcfd to reiMie 
the fJBistenings as easily as if they had been 
made of wood. As expected by the Moor, 
Loaysa did not omit to take his stiettion^ and, 
sing and play, before Carizale's door : he so<m 
observed that the Moor had made a sufficientiy 
large opening near the door ; and so well con- 
cealed, that it was hardly possible to perceive 
it; at the least, it was necessary to examine it 
very closely, and to have been led to it by pre- 
vious suspicions. The following night, Loaysa 
carried the hammer and pincers. Which Louis 
no sooner obtained, than, vfith all imaginable 
ease, he removed the fastenings of the nails, 
then opened the door, and admitted his Or- 
pheus. Never was human cireature more com- 
pletely satisfied vrith his success ! never was 
victory, either by land or sea, more gratifying 
than was the entrance of this house to Loaysa! 
and, certainly, his management without vio- 
lence or bloodshed, was very meritorious. 
May every commander of great expeditions and 
undertakings prove as successful, with as little 
means, and not less innocent display ! and inay 
every ruler, statesman, ^iAiMLxi»\«t»%jlQ^tthe 
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eonciliatoiy owasiiieB of LoajMy aad^ vitk 
equal succest, for amicabk anBngeiiieiityWiA* 
out provoking convulsioii and bloodshed ! We 
advise nothing but what is practicable, the ptiii* 
ciples of which, religion commands, and monr 
ity ^joins ; and it depends only upon the peo- 
ple^ of all nations, to require obedience. 



Louis, was all astonishment at the sight of 
his crippled music master, upon his two 
crutches, a leg tied up, and covered with rags. 
He had previously been taught to believe, 
liOaysa was a beggar ; and he was now satisfied 
of it, from the testimonial indications which his 
whole figure presented: and as the fdaister, 
which Loaysa had originally jdiaced over his 
eye was removed, as now useless, Louis con* 
soled himself for all his tattered poverty, with 
the sight of a face, not altogether corres- 
pondingly disagreeable. As soon as thistnlri- 
^UitU was inside the door, he cordially em- 
_ ced his future pupil ; he kissed his face, and, 
immediately put into his hands, a laige bottle 
of excellent wine, and a box of sweetmeats. 
He made him a present of them, and subse* 
quently added other choice things, carried in 
his wellnstored wallet This ceremonious re« 
ception finished, not less gratifying to LouiSt 
than to his guest, Loaysa, with an unexpected 
air of youthful activity, ivrj issa^ V^ ^^^ 

Q4 
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astonishment of Louis^ who no loiter knew 
how to tmst his own eyes^ threw aside his 
crutches^ and made several leaps round the 
room, with great ease and lightness. Be not 
surprised at all you see, my frigid Lovis^ said 
ihiQ dancer; you must know/ that, it is foot to 
nature I am indebted, for the lamene^ of one 
leg, but, to my own ingenious contrivance, for 
promoting my habits of industry ; under this 
mask of infirmity, I solicit alms, and so obtain 
subsistence ; with this address, and the use of 
my instrument, I pass the plecusantest and 
merriest life in the world.: Devoid of industry, 
every one runs the hazard of being fiimished ; 
of this you will be convinced, I am sure, during 
the course of our friendship. I am persuaded 
of it, said the Moor; but, let us think of the 
present moment, before we trouble ourselves 
about the future ; let us replace the lock of the 
door, in its original position, and put it in a 
finished condition, that shall prevent the sus- 
picion, of there having been any change. I 
will, said Loaysa, and drawing some fresh nails 
from his wallet, replaced the lock, in such a 
manner, that even Carizale's most jealous 
scrutiny could not detect the alteration. Louis's 
mind, now exempt from all interruption of his 
joy, he carried Loaysa up into the hay-loft, in 
which he lived, and tiiere accommodated him 
in the best manner Yi\&^i^^c\oxx%Y^%tDA.'&^^^'9iQ\Jd 
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the chorda of the guitar, disaonaxvtly, as may 
be belie Ved, sometimes- as harshly, as might 
be expected, always as of he would soHndaa 
alarm, or break the chords. As the reader 
will hare concluded, our two heroes of the hay-i 
loft, could not have slept much> during the 
night of this first lecture on music, andiYeiy 
luckily, they did not, as the dawning eyes of 
the jealous Carizale, very early in: the mbtnio^ 
required the services of this new yofary of 
Apollo; and, had they slept, most certainly 
might have surprized them. Between the 
hours of five and six, as usual, Carizab 
descended, firom his upper regions; he xuh 
locked both the inner door, and the street dooTi 
and then, patiently waited for the purveyori 
who punctually arrived, and delivered through 
the turning box, the daily supplies to Carizale. 
Having again carefully locked the street door, 
on his return, he called the slave to come dowiii 
and receive his portion of food for the day; 
and oats for his mule. Carizale then went out, 
carefully locking the two doors, without per- 
ceiving, that any thing had been done to the 
lock of the street door, to the great relief and 
satisfaction of the trembling Louis and his 
deluding instructor. The foot of Carizale was 
no so<mer in the street, than the hand of the 
Moor grasped the guitar j and he struck the 
chords with such v\o\etvce, XJnai^U the slaves of 
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fUe house beftrd him, aild ran to the do6r of tbei 
staircase/ to ' exaniine the matter. 'What ^oeg 
all this noise me&n? taidihey*; how loliglitkVe 
you had that indtrunient? who gave it you? 
Who gave it mei aimwered Loms/ the first 
HDosician in the miiterse '^ a man, who, in less 
ihan six days^ will teaeh me more than fiix 
thousand tunes. And, where is this wonderful 
musician? said, the goyemess of the slates. 
He is not far. from this place, answered the 
Moor; and, if it was not for the fear of being 
siirprised by oar master, perhaps, bye and by^ 
I might let you see him/ and I warrant it, you 
would be delightfully satisfied. HoW could 
you let us see him ? continued ihe goferaess, 
since no man ever can enter this house but-our 
master? I have nothmg more to say to yim» 
said the Moor; and I will hot tdl you imy thing 
about the matter, until you have first heard 
^hat I ^an pla]^,'and'how much I huve learnt 
in this short time. Smrdy, continued thd 
govemeis, yoii must have been taught hy some 
hobgoblin, as it is iihpossible that any man can 
have entered her^, and been able, in so short 
a time, ito render you so -skilful in the f^ietkoe, 
as you pretend to be, and expect us, in otur 
ignorance, to believe! Whether a hobgoblin 
or not, you need not concern yourselves Itbout 
it; yoti will be sui^ to see, and hear him too^ 
mmle diy arcHber. Idd^€hMt,wi&^»i&^^'^^ 

q6 
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slaves ; how is it possible, siich a thing could 
be, since thet^ are no windows in this home 
which look to the street, either to let us see 
any thing, or hear any body. So yon think/do 
you, said the Moor; there is a remedy for 
every thing, short of death 1 If your heaits 
were set upon it, or rather, if you knew how to 
command yoiir tongues, you might see other, 
and many extraordinary things. What do you 
mean, by commanding our tongues? said 
another of the slaves; we will be more -silent 
than stones ; I swear to you, my dear fiiend, 
we are all dying with anxiety to , hear a fine 
voice ; for, it has so happened, that since we 
have been shiit up in this house, so far from 
having heard a human being sing, we have 
not even heard the chirruping of sparrows. 
Loaysa overheard this conversation with rap- 
ture, because, he plainly saw, thatvcvery thing 
concurred to promote his wish, and that kind 
fortune took upon herself to guide him to 
success.' The Moor promised the slaves to 
divert and regale them, with ia very fine concert, 
at the time when they should least expect it ; 
and, on this assurance, they all . withdrew. 
They would not enter into any further conver- 
sation, dreadmg their master might return, and 
surprise them talking to the Moor ; and, for the 
same reason, Louis mounted to his. apartment. 
Louis would most w\\\m^^ \v^Nf^ \aik)^\x ^SL^^hisc 
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lesson^ but dared not yehture on it in the day- 
time^ lest Carizale should hear it. Carizaie 
soon afterwards returned from his walk^ care- 
fiiUy shut and locked all the doors, according 
to custom, and shut himself up in his own 
apartments. From this time forward, the 
slaves were very punctual in their appearance 
at the turning box with provisions, and litde 
purloined treats for the Moor. The first day, 
when they came, he told them, they had nothing 
to do but to assemble at the grate, as soon as 
iheir master was asleep for the night, and he 
could promise them, that their attention and 
curiosity would be highly gratified. The Moor 
was enabled to treat the subject in this manner, 
from having previously arranged - with his 
uiusical performer, to sing and play, at the grate 
of the turning box, for the.am'uisement of these 
six slaves. Loaysa had made such a promise 
to the Moor, with great difficulty, and apparent, 
reluctance, as if extorted, after repeated solici- 
tations and importunities, althoiigh he was 
infinitely more anxious to perform than the 
Moor himself. The Moor embraced him most 
afiectionately and thankfully, as a testimony of 
his extreme delight, and treated him, by the 
medium of the slaves, with as good cheer as he 
could possibly have at home, and a rich and wiell 
provided house afforded. The day of this 
perfonnance arrived, andi^%&%^«»^« "Ssi^s^i. 
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after midnigbt^ the signal song of the dayd 
was heard^ on the inner side of the taming box. 
Louis went to the box, and .finding the whole 
six slaves assembled, he advised Loaysa of it; 
they both descended from the hay-loft, with the 
guitar, which was in excellent tune. Loaysa 
asked the Moor, how many persons there would 
be to hear him; he said, all the women of.tho 
houide were come to the place of assignation, 
except their mistress, who was gone to bed. 
This was not quite what Loaysa expected ; but 
he, nevertheless, fulfilled his promise, played 
and sung, for the purpose of obliging his 
disciple. His playing and singing delighted 
the Moor, and the assembly of wonien who 
heard him ; he even surpassed himself, when he 
sung impassioned airs, of which he sung miemy, 
and finished with the celebrated air of the 
saraband,, just then introduced into Spain. 
All these slaves were enraptured, and there was 
not amongst them one, either yoiing or old, who 
was not mortified, that she could not dance it; 
they contented themselves with attempting the 
different movements> under a rigid restraint of 
silence, and carefully placing a sentinel at the 
out-post, by turns relieving her, in order not to 
be surprised, should old singularity happen to 
wake before they had finished. Loaysa fiivored 
them with some further pretty airs, and delight- 
erf them SO' much with Yn^ Ykimoxi^ , >Swi\. vSae^ 
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becattla. Jqttite aBziQU8;^ to <kaOwi ivfaio .tihis; 
admirafal6 muiBiciaii was. He is a poor b^gaiw 
siud 'the Moor; :but he. is .the most oUigiiq^ 
and good^hunoured beggar in ali Seville* . They* 
conjoredthe-Moor, .to devise sopne method o£ 
lettfatig them seel him^ .and to engage him iat 
stky as long as. he possibly could, promiaingir 
that lie should be- kindly treated^ and they 
vrould contribute every thing in llieir power, to 
provide good cheer. They required^ alsoy to 
be informed, what, method he 'had adopted of 
introducing this beggar into his apartment? 
That is what I. will Jiot tell you, answered the 
Moor ; there are particulaii things which women 
ought not to know; all I have to say is, ihat^if 
you want to see this beggar> you must make a 
small aperture to look through, ne4r the opening 
of the turning box, and, having effected it, take 
the immediate precaution of , stopping, it. np 
with WAX.' Loaysa thcoi came fdrward, a^dj 
spoke to them. He oSWred hi^. services> iiy 
such obliging and pleasant language, that they 
had every difficulty in believing- him to be a 
beggar. . In the course of convenation, they 
eajAnestly requested him. to return the following 
night to the same place, adding, that they 
would do all in their power to prevail on their 
mistress to join them, in qpite of the watchful 
and sleepless vigilance of her jealous husband, 
whose want of sleep was the fiSkxX qS^nS^sosp^, 
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and not of infirmity. Loaysa here told themi 
that if they really wished to hear his harmony, 
without the fear of interruption by the wakeful. 
Carizale, he w^ould furnish, them with a most 
admirable sleeping draught; it consisted wholly 
of pulverized materials, a little of which they 
were occasionally to infuse in his wine, the only 
effect of which would be, to cause him to sl^p 
sounder than usual. Oh ! heavens ! exclaimed 
one of the slaves, if what you tell ua be true, what 
happiness could equal dur's, and what changes 
you would produce in our fortunes ! What a 
valuable acquisition would this powder be to 
us, while shut up in this house, and more 
particularly to poor Leonora, his wife, our 
mistress, whom he follows about as a shadow 
follows its substance, and of whom, he never 
loses sight, for a moment. Ha ! good man, 
whoever you may be, pray supply us with this 
powder, and may all the wealth you desire be 
your portion ! I undertake to mix it > in my 
master's drink, and to make a trial of it myself, 
before I give it to him. May this good old 
man, who keeps his eyes always open ! may he 
sleep soundly for three days and three nights 
successively, as during that time we shall be 
at the height of joy. I will give it to you, said 
Loaysa, it can do no harm to any body who 
may take it, beyond making them sleep very 
Boundly. These slaves «il ^\;&d in entreating. 
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to have this powder as soon as possible, and 
they agreed on the following night to make aoi 
aperture near the turning box, with a wimble,- 
and to liy to persuade their mistress to come„ 
and see and hear him. They then all retired 
to their several apartments ; but, although day-, 
light appeared, Louis, not to lose time, proposed 
to take a lesson. Loaysa humoured him; 
making him still believe, diat of all the scholarsi 
he ever had, he had never met with one who 
had so fine a finger and so correct an ear, 
although this poor Moor was the most stupid, 
and the least likely of all human beings, to. 
manage any musical instrument whatever. 
It would not have been much more difficult to 
have instructed his sorry mule. 

As the prospects of Loaysa improved and led 
to success, the anxiety of his friends and 
associates encreased, and they went, regularly, 
to the door every night, to inquire, whether he 
had any instructions to give them, or stood in 
need of their assistance. They did not fail to 
be there, on the following night, when the slaves 
had held out a hope of their mistress being 
there. Loaysa had contrived to make a secret 
perforation, through which he communicated 
to them, how every thing was going on, and 
he . enjoined them to procure some good 
s<]|iorific, which might be safeV] ^wav%V«i^ 
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io Carizale. He told them, he had fcmpedy 
heard of some kind of powder, which would 
produce that efiect, and that it was of the 
utmost consequence, that he should hare it 
immediately. If every thing depends on fi 
soporific, replied his companions, you may be 
certain of having it immediately. We have a 
physician amongst our friends, who willfiimid 
H, and you may confidently rely on our pledge, 
that it shall be put into your hands before to- 
morrow evening, or, that no such prepamtion 
can be found in Seville. These jfiiends then 
retired. 

On the night appointed, the whole establish- 
ment regularly assembled at the station of fixed 
rendezvous. The young and innocent Leonora, 
full of fears and trembling alarms, was there 
also, under dread, that Carizale, whom she had 
left asleep, might awake, and find her absent. 
It was not without every possible diflSculty, the 
governess and slaves had persuaded her to be 
present; but, all these slaves, and particularly 
the governess, united, told her, in glowing 
terms, of such wonderful things to be exhibited 
by this musician, and the enchanting influence 
of his performance, that, at length, she could no 
longer resist either their ai^uments, or the 
alluring temptation which they described. The 
Arat thing they did, w^ lo «ffi^cx \35fc vtitftikled 



ivimM^ peifoi»lioii/on diejside of the tuimiiig 
box, for the pnorpose : <>f seeing the person of 
liOaysav and thi^ they eaaily accomplished. 
This night, the night of great expectation^ &e 
night On which blissful snccess or bitter disap^ 
pointment s6 matericdly depended, Loaysa 
threw aside ^ his nstial garb of a wretched 
eripple beggar > and yesorted to his never-feiling 
cruise of a wallet, providently to supjply his 
wants, suitG^le to all occasions, and for every 
change of place. His dress for this important 
and eventiiil evening, was composed of different 
coloored silks, enriched with flowers of gold; 
his Spanish hat and plmnes were of Ihe same 
orimson silk, and he had a double-pointed 
mffl The whole assemblage of his diesswas 
elegant, tasteful, and magnific^^nt; * - Loaysa was 
young, good-looking, and of good deportment^ 
so much so, that these women who had been so 
long without seeing any man but C«razale, as 
they looked at him through the aperture, fiemcied 
they beheld in Loaysa somethmg of whidi they 
hadheurdin the description of an angel; never 
was greater eagemdssto behold anyextraor- 
dinaiy and even unnatural prodigy! the 
l^>erture was constantly occupied ; and in order 
to exhibit him the more conspicuously to their 
view, the Moor jvdidk>usly moved round him 
with a lighted flambeau. When diey had all 
b«en repeatedly at this telescope vg«K^9QM«^B&^ 
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gaa^d at Loaysa again and again^ he took bit 
guitar, and executed on the instrument so scien- 
tifically, and so sweetly, that xK>t one amongst 
them knew where th6y were. Ah ! Louis* 
exclaimed they, quite charmed, and jEiill of 
extacy, you must contrive that this incompa- 
rable musician shall enter the house, in ordek: 
that we may both see and hear him neardr^ 
this is the more necessary, as situated ais we are, 
we are in danger, Carizale 9iay sutprise us; 
but, if once we have him inside the house, that 
cannot happen, we shall be perfectly safe, and 
w^ shall see, and hear him, wUbout apprehen- 
sion. Leonora most positively 6pp6sed this 
proposition. Twill never consent to it, said 
she; we shall have great reason to repent it. 
We must be contented, with continuing to see 
him as we now do. We must be careful of 
reputation ; and, I beseech you, not to incur 
any suspicions of character. Of whose honor 
do you speak, said the governess'; the king 
does not possess too much ! You may, if you 
prefer it, shut yourself up with your Methmalem, 
but leave us to pass our time as we please* 
This charming musician appears to us, j^o full 
of honor, that he will never ask any thing 
which we disapprove. No, undoubtedly not, 
replied Loaysa. I came here, only, for the pur- 
pose of rendering service, and commiserating 
the: severe confinement to -wVxxcXi ^ovl are all 
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doomed; for, I think your fiite must be yerjr 
melancholy^ and truly pitiable. I swear to yoi:^ 
by every thing I hold dear in the world, that 
no man was evermore discreet than I am ; and 
I have been circumspectly brought up with 
such extreme feelings of respect, for all persons 
of your sex, that I am always afraid of displeas- 
ing, by even looking at them, and my great 
respect for them, often dictates to n|e to turn 
my head and look another way ; be persuaded, 
be confident, I shaU be so submissive, that you 
shall never have cause to complain of my being 
introduced into your house, I will implicitly 
and blindly obey 'you ; there is nothing I will 
not do, to render myself worthy of your con- 
fidence. If that be the case, said the innocent 
and unsuspicious Leonora, tell pie, in what 
manner we are to proceed to give you admit- 
tance ? There cannot be much difficulty about 
that, said Loaysa ; you must take the trouble 
to imprint on a piece of wax, the wards of the 
key of this door, and I will engage, by this 
time to-morrow, that we shall have a key, which 
will answer all our purposes. Possessed of 
this key, said one of the slaves, you, will ^have 
the command of the whole house, for this key 
opens every door in it. That is very jtrue^ said 
Leonora; but, it will be highly advisable, 
4>efore this n^usic master enter ,the house, 
he positively swear^ thfit he wittxdo nothisNJ^ 
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whta once he is admitted within'^ the door^ 
but plfl^ t^d sing, on his different inrtrer 
menta, whenever he is deiired; that he will 
keep' himself closely shut up, except when 
positively sent for, that he will never dare to be 
guilty of disrespect to the slaves, and that he 
wiH not take any liberty in the house. I swear 
to it' all ! I swear most willingly ! said Loaysftj 
instantly. This oath will not quite do, said 
Leonora ; your oath must not be on so general 
a scale, a& you propose ; in this way, it means 
every thing and nothing. You must swear by 
the sacred Hves of your parents, and by the 
holy cross, fervently kissing it m the presence 
of diis whole assembly. I swear by the lives 
of my parents, said Loaysa ; I swear by the 
cross, which I kiss with my imworthy mouth ; 
upon which he made the sign of a cross with 
two of his fingert, and kissed it three different 
times. We ask for no other satisfaction, said 
one of the slaves ; we may receive you now, 
with perfect security; enter as soon as you 
possibly can ; be careful to bring with you ihe 
sleeping powder, for on the virtue of that 
powder, every thing depends, as you perfectly 
comprehend, and you must not come un- 
prepared. 

The conversation here ended, and about two 
chek in the momx!iig,L^t]b!Qnn^%nd her waiting 
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women retired; Loaysa and the Moor end^a- 
Toured to ^et to sleep, much pleased with the 
events of ike night, when they heard the sound 
of mnsic in the streets ; this was the W^ 
known signal, used by the friends of Loaysa^ 
and the master and his ischoUr immediately 
went to the d<>or.; they concisely informed 
these fii»id9, of erery thing that had passed ; 
but, were thrown into great consternation when 
told, that they had not brought with them' the 
powders, which were to confer the et^oyment of 
a long and coirfortabk sleep on Carizale. Be 
not uneasy, said the friends of Loaysa, your 
fears shall be remored ; sendees are not always 
as easily performed as imagined ; the approach- 
ing evening, we will put into your hands the 
certain means of affording your old man good 
rest; be assured of it; it will not be a powder, 
it will be ah ointment, that operates miradcji; 
you have only to rub the arms and. the temples 
of the patient with it, and' he will certainly 
sleep for two whole days without waking ; yon 
must be careful that vinegar shall not come 
near the ointment, for the fume of vinegar will 
instantly dissolve the charm, as '' Vin^ar mil 
•'make the deoU roar." The virtue of the 
ointment is infidlible, and has been often fully 
proved. As to the key, you have only to 
fiimish us with the wax, bearing the impression 
of Ihm ward^j wehave engpigeda looksmitl^^W 
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will exectite our orders immediately. Their 
friends now retired, and .Loaysa and the Moor 
went to rest, for the short remainder of the 
night. Nothing new occurred the next day, 
which made it appear particularly tedious to 
Loaysa, who impatiently watched the dejMT* 
ture of the sun below the horizon, on his 
isupposed progress to diffuse his beneficence to 
another part of the world; and to see the 
firmament bespangled with stars, not only 
ushering in the night, but the hour, so anxiously 
desired, of assembling at the turning box. 
Loaysa and his scholar repaired thither ; they 
found all the slaves already assembled, so 
impatient were they to behold the delightfU 
musician in their seraglio. Leonora was not 
there, because, on that night, Carizale had 
carefully locked the door of the chamber where 
they slept. Do not let this circumstance 
mortify you, said the slaves to Loaysa ; as soon 
as Carizale shall be asleep, Leonora will take 
the key, which her suspicious husband has put 
under his pillow; she will take an impression 
of it in wax, which she has already prepared; 
and will slide it to us through the ckatiire 
(a passage for a cat) at the corner of the room ; 
for, our jealous master, so fruitful in inventions 
and precautions of every kind, has left this 
^opening unprotected, little imagining, that it 
'^ould one day overthrow all his idle arrange- 
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ments, and, finally, prove fatal to him. Loaysa 
was astonished at this communication; he 
oonld not help adiniring the different motives 
which actuated all these parties, Carizale/ 
Leonora, and her slaves. Whilst thus reflect- 
ing on these weaknesses and oddities, he 
again heard the musical signal of his com- 
panions in the streeft; he hastened to the door, 
and they presented him with a little box, con- 
taining the anxiously expected charm, for the 
refreshment of Carizale. Loaysa took it, and 
desired they would wait a little, as he should 
immediately bring them the impression of the 
key, which their locksmith must dispatch as 
quickly as possible. When he got to the 
turning box, he met the governess, who of al! 
the paxties, was the most impatient for his 
admission, and spoke to her. Here, Marialonse, 
for so she was called, convey this little box to 
your mistress, impart to her its virtuous pro-* 
perty, and the mode of application, %nd, be 
yourself assured, and do you assure her, that, 
if properly administered, she, and you, and all 
of you, will obtain the object of your united 
wishes, in perfect safety and comfort ; you will 
be sure to be free from all possible interruption. 
The governess received the box, with inex- 
prAsible pleasure; flew to the door of her 
mistress's chamber, and proceeded to place 
Jierself on the floor to inspect tk^ chA\S>T^^ 
roL, I. a 
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when Bhe beheld Leonora^ strjstched .at jfuIL 
length, on'the opposite side, with hex ejres fiiied 
to the entrance, anxiously watching for h^ 
appearance. Marialpnse now put her mondi 
opposite to the entrance of the chatih^, and 
whispered to her mistress, that she had got the 
sleeping ointment for her husband, and at the 
same time, told her, how to apply it. Leonora 
took the Box, and promised to apply it properly; 
but, with respect to the key, she informed the 
governess, it would be (]^uite impossible for her ' 
to obtain it ; that he had not put it under his 
pillow, as usual ; that he had put it between the 
two mattresses of the bed, and wcus sleeping I 
over it. But, never mind that, said she, yoa ^ 
have only to tell the musician, that if this I 
charm possesses the virtues he professes, it will | 
be very easy to procure the key, whenever we 
want it, and, of course, that it becomes unne^ 
cessary to take the impression in wax. I 
proceed to administer the charm ; and you may 
tell the people, waiting in the street, for. the 
impression of the key, if they become impatient, 
that it is unnecessary, we have no further 
employment for them, and they may go home. 

Leonora trembled, and was scarcely able to 
breathe, so completely was she agitated, when 
she began to anoint the arms of her husband, 
already in a very sound sleep, she, therefore,. 
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ight ibis was the seasbnaibto anfd proj^ 
Bi;o odminence the operation*. 'She^ppl^ 
ointmentpartudly and loeally, as instihioted, 
e short of an embahnment for sepHtttM. 
I charm Jrapidiy produced all the good effect 
ectedy and Cariaude began to snore loifd 
ogh to be heard in the street* This mtasie 
> as delightful to Leonora^ as the music of 
tutor of her slave ; nevertheless, not being 
te certain of what she wished, she proceeded 
tiously and minutely-: she pushed her 
band . a little, and paused to watch *the 
ct;. thinking him insensible of the motion, 
presently pushed a little- more; still appa- 
tly continuing insensible/ she was encou- 
ed, and grew bold enough to turn him, 
t on one side, then on the other. The 
lation of Carizale proved the truth of the 
ing, that sleq> resembles death ; Carizale was 
ticoilesB, seemingly lifeless; so completely 
I he indebted to the virtues of the t^harm. ' 
mora seeing the charm so effectual in its 
aration, and no longer doubting that her 
iband was buried in a profound sleep, 
at to the chatiire, and called the governess, 

was waiting: Carizale is asleep, said she, 
nd» and so soundly asleep, that, I think, he 

1 not awake, until we make use of the vine- 
*. Then, what prevents you, said the gover- 
lf,..firom obtaining possessida oi ^^ \ksr]X 
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It is moie than an hour, that our musical pnh 
feasor has been in attendance, perishing witii 
cold, an<r dreading the loss of his voice. 
Patience, said Leonora, I am going to search 
for it. She then turned towards the bed, pat 
her hai^d between the two mattresses, and drew 
forth the key, without in the least depriying 
Carizale of his refreshing rest. 

Leonora was no sooner possessed of the key, 
tiian she unlocked the door, which she did 
with transports of delight, which instantly 
beamed in her gladdened eyes andtM>untenance. 
She gave the key to the governess, with ordem 
to admit the musician, and conduct him ^ the 
gallery; she was afraid to go farther from 
Carizale's room, stiU alarmed, as to the possi- 
bility of his waking; and, in these cases, said 
she, it i^ safest and wisest to preserve the 
utmost caution, She enjoined the governess, 
to insist upon Loaysa's repeating the oaths he 
had already taken, and to enforce his solemn 
pledge, of not taking any liberty, in the house, 
and confining himself entirely to his music. 
Should he refuse to renew his promises, and 
confirm his oath, continued she, I forbid you 
to open the door, oji any consideration. I will 
obey you, said the governess, I will act as you 
desire ; it rests with me, to see all that you 
require done, and it %li^ll b^ done. I promise 
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yon, that he shall not be admitted, until he has 
first sworn, and sworn again, and kissed the 
cross, six times at the least. Do not so limit 
him, said Leonora ; let him kiss the cross as 
often as he pleases, for, I have heard Carizale 
often declare, that, when a man makes a 
promise, you cannot exact too many oaths to 
make him fulfil it. Let him, therefore, kiss the 
cross, as often as he pleases ; he cannot kiss it 
too often. But, above all things, do not forget 
to make him swear, by the sacred lives of his 
father and of his mother, and by all the wealth 
and advantages he can command. By this 
method, we may confidently listen to the sweet 
harmony of his guitar, which he attunes so 
admirably; go, then, without fturther delay, 
and let us not waste the night in useless conver- 
sations. The governess hastily and gladly 
gathered up the train of her gown, and repaired 
to the grate of the turning box, where all the 
parties were in attendance. She had no sooner 
exhibited the key, which she held in her hand^ 
than they all exclaimed, ** Live Marialonse!" 
They raised her up, shoulder high, and carried 
her round two or three times in triumph ; their 
joy was redoubled, when they heard firom her, 
there was no longer any necessity for false 
keys, since they might, henceforward, always 
command the real one, holding it up, whenever 
it should be necessary. Quick theu« «^^ ^"ost 
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of the troop ; quicks good friend, let us open 
the doot^ otir musiciui has been a long time in 
waiting, half perished with cold, and his fiaigers 
benumbed ; let us have a good feast of n^usic, 
and not trouble ourselves about any thing 
further. Hold, hold, said the goyemess, there 
are many things yet to be done, and they must 
be "Well done, as they implicate bur best 
securities. It is necessary for our perfSect 
safety, that the oath& which the musician baft 
already taken, should be repeated. He is a 
man of so much honor, observed one of the 
slaves, that it is impossible he ever can perpire 
himself! This conversation finished, the 
governess unlocked the door,* and holding it 
half open, called Loaysa, who had .seen and 
heard every thing that passed through the 
^^ble aperture; Loaysa promptly presented 
himself, and rushed forward, joyfully, to jump 
in ; but the governess stopped him, placing her 
hand on his breast, and desired him to halt a 
little. She then described the cares and fears 
which they ail entertained, for honor and 
character ; for, said she, though we are here 
labouring under a species of imprisonment, we 
are not destitute of honor, nor so ignorant and 
uninformed, as is generally imagined, and it is 
not by listening to two or three songs, however 
delightful, that we can possibly consent to 
hazard reputation-, \\. \^» l\v^t^€<5te) necessaryi 
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my good trieiid, that before you enter her^/you 
should take a solemn oath, that' you 'will iiot' 
trespass on our orders. If your meaning be' 
right and honorable, you ought not to hbsitate 
about taking an oath, which can give you no 
uneasiness; a solvent pay-master never refuses 
to give security. Marialonse has laid down 
very good sense, said one of the slaves ; if it is 
not your intention, willingly, to take the oath, 
continued she, addressing herself to Loaysa, 
you must make up your mind, not to expect 
admittance here. I care not what he swears, 
or what he does not swear, said one of the 
Moorish women, named (juiomar, let him enter ; 
let him swear, and let lum renswear, I well 
know, ihat, onC/C admitted, he will scornfully 
laugh at all oaths and all promises, though he 
may have repeated them a thousand times over. 
You suppose me to be a simpleton ! simpleton 
or not, you may think as you please, I have all 
my life heard, that ** Whoever trusts to a man, 
" trusts to a liar" and that '' a shameful Uar 
** makes a shameless trade" Loaysa heard all 
these observations, and requisitions, very 
silently and very attentively. He then very 
gravely answered them. You ought to be per- 
suaded, my charming sisters and companion, 
that I never had the smallest evil intention 
towards you, and that I never shall have, as 
long as I live, even though I BhQ\iid\i^^«s&i»cB^ 
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you to the end of time. My wish has always 
been, to give you as much pleasure and amune- 
menty as my various talents may enable ine. 
These have been my sole intentions ; and I am 
ready to swear it to you, again and again, in 
the most solenm manner. I acknowledge, that 
I should have been very happy, had you placed 
a little confidence in me, after all the promises 
and engagements I have entered into, as the 
" Ox is taken Iff his horns, and man by bis toord-j** 
but as it so happens, that my first oath has not 
been quite satisfactory, and it is required, that 
I should repeat it, or take some other, I will 
repeat that, and as many more aa you sfaaH 
think proper to exact* I swear, then, ** on the 
" faith of a good catholic, and a man of wealth ! 
I swear, by the lives of all my ancestors, de- 
scended from Don Japhet of Armenia, until 
now, by my own ! I swear by all the entrances 
and passes of Mount Libanus, by the labyrinth 
" of Crete, by the flames of Mount Etna, by all 
" the dervises of the Ottoman empire ; by every 
thing that is contained in the preface to the 
true History of Charlemayne,andby the death 
of the Esculapian giant Frierabras! by all these 
acknowledged powers, ' Whosewords are bonds, 
' and whose bonds are words P'^ I swear, never to 
trespass in any way whatever on the tremendous 
oath I have made ; still less the command which 
may be laid upon me by the humblest and 
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most insignificant of your whole sisterhood^ 
under the penalty, if I break it, either now or 
then, that then or now, I shall hold it as 
nothing, as of no value, and as a thing that 
never happened, though as strikingly visible as 
aJleeHng cloud. 

Loaysa had scarcely finished this extravagant 
declaration, when one of the. young women of 
this group, who had attentively listened to him, 
exclsdmed, in a loud voice ! That to be sure i« 
what may be called swearing! such an oath 
is, indeed, extremely well calculated to bind 
loose stones ! May I be cursed, added she, if 
I ask you to swear any more, as I see you, like 
tribes of others, would swear any thing ; with 
the oath you have just taken, you might even 
enter the cavern of Kabra ; and while finishing 
these words, she went forward, seized Loaysa 
by the pockets of his waistcoat, and drew him 
within the door. 

They all, now, surrounded Loaysa in a circle, 
and one of them ran to apprize her mistress, 
whom apprehension still kept sitting near her 
husband's bedside. When she heard that Lo- 
aysa had joined them in the house, she was 
equally actuated by joy and fear ; but, eagerly 
demanded, in the first instance, whether they 
had exacted a repetition of his oathi Ha V»^ 
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taken one, answered the slave, and the most ex- 
traordinary oath I ever heard in my life : it is 
indeed a most extraordinary oath ! but all I can 
now ten you, is, that we are all perfectly satis- 
fied, though we do not quite understand it, 
believing, that by the length of it, it must be 
good. Since he has sworn, returned Leonora, 
we will hold him sacredly bound to us ; but, 
you must acknowledge, 'tliat I was very pru- 
dent in insisting upon his taking this fresh oath. 
Hie whole party then assembled, with the mu- 
sician in the midst of them ; the Moor and 
Gkdomar lighted them. As soon as Loaysa 
saw Leonora, he threw himself at her feet, by 
way of salutation, and muttered a few unintel- 
ligible words only : without a word in answer, 
Leonora made a sign for him to rise, which he 
did. The slaves were not less dumb than their 
mistress; they preserved profound silence, 
under the constant apprehension, that Carizale 
might awake. He will not awake said Loaysa, 
who readily conjectured what they were think- 
ing about : you may speak, and speak as loud 
as you please, I can answer for the virtue of the 
charm. I no longer feel any doubt, returned 
Leonora, that the ointment with which I have 
just anointed him, posseses all the virtues which 
you attribute to it : from indisposition, Carizale 
would usually have awoke twenty times, since 
ke went to bed, Wd II^ uot been anointed ; 
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but^ I can assure you^ he is now snoring very 
roundly. That being so> said the governess^ 
let us proceed to the drawing room ; it is high 
time to try to enjoy ourselves. Let us go, said 
Leonora, Guiomar will keep watch, to apprize 
us, if Carizale should awake. What! said 
Guiomar, is it, because I am black, that I 
must keep watch here, while every one else 
goes to gladden their hearts with joy and 
amusement? Have compassion for me! This 
Moor nevertheless staid to keep watch; all 
the rest proceeded to the drawing room, where 
they seated themselves on a rich carpet, and 
placed Loaysa in the midst of them. They 
were ready to devour him with their eyes^ and 
every one of them paid him some compliment 
in consonance with the opinion she had formed* 
Leonora alone uttered not a word.. She gazed 
at the musician, as well as all the rest, and he 
appeared to her, to have far better deportment 
than her old man. Falling again into inaction^ 
the governess took the guitar firom the Moor, 
who held it, and presented it to Loaysa, jpiray- 
ing him to play and sing the coujplet of a 
Villanelle, long ago in great fashion at Seville. 
They all rose to dance, and the governess, who 
knew the words of the song, wished to sing her- 
self, although she had not a good voice. This 

was the substance : - ' 
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^ Why, mother ! dius exert your power 
<< Why iock me in this hated tower ? 
^ Where I'm in prison's harshest pli^t, 
^ By guards surrounded day imd ni^t. 
^ Nor guards, nor cloysters can restrain 

^ Sweet nature's high behest ; 
^ Such bars aflfection deems as vain 

^ When love controuls tlie breasts 
* If to myself I prove not true, 
^ No succour can I gain from you, 
^ Increasing Love, in his career, 
** Breaks locks and bolts, devoid of fear ; 
^ When he's to narrow bounds confin*d^ 
^ With jealous fear he filU the miudj' 

As the whole of tkis company, with the go* 
Terness, who led the band, danced to the tune of 
this song, Guiomar unexpectedly appeared, and, 
they soon perceived, was very much frightened. 
You must all retire, we are lost, Carizale is 
awake ; he is rising ; he is coming to surprize 
you. This was uttered by this Moorish girl in 
a very low hoarse voice, and while uttering it, 
she hardly seem'd to know what she was about 
Never was seen such confusion, so much con- 
sternation 1 One vanished on one side; another, 
took another; Leonora wrung her beautiftd 
hands; Loaysa was motionless; Marialonse pant- 
ing and suffocated with mortification and dis- 
appointment! As Marialonse was the most 
cunning of the whole party, she made Loaysa 
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shut himself up in her chamber, and she re- 
mained in the drawing-room with her mistress. 
Do not distress yourself, said the governess, I 
intreat you ; we will invent some good excuse, 
and let us wait the consequences with all pos- 
sible patience. Loaysa hid himself in the best 
manner he could, and Marialonse went to the 
chamber of Carizale, to see if he was really 
coming; as in approaching the room, she did not 
hear any noise, she assumed a little courage, 
and having, by little and little, entered the bed- 
chamber, she heard him snoring as loudly as 
ever. Being now thoroughly assured, that he 
was sound asleep, she ran back to her mistress. 
Plague take the beast Guiomar, said she; your 
husband never slept so soundly before ! "Thepaar 
'' Mooress owes a good candle to Saint Mathurin : " 
we are come off well with the fright of a false 
alarm. The governess who had a tolerably 
good taste, and who thought the musician very 
pleasing, wouldnotlose this opportunity ofbeing 
the first to have the pleasure of a litde tete-a- 
tete with him: she, therefore, desired Leonora 
would wait for her in the drawing-room, and 
she would go and take out of durance this mas- 
ter of instruments* She therefore went to the 
place where Loaysa was concealed: finding 
him very much dissatisfied with his adventure> 
cursing the ointment which had been sent to 
him^ and complaining of the credulity and imr 
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pradence of his ^ends, who ought to have ta^ 
ken the precaution of first making a trial of it; 
the goVemess assured him, that Carizale ivat 
sleeping as sound as ever he did in his life. 
This restored Loaysa to himself; but he wm 
no sooner recovered from this trouble, than hk 
found liimself likely to be implicated in another, 
by the extraordinary attentions and forwardness 
ofMarialonse. Oh! oh! said Loaysa to himself, 
here is already an open rivalry ; this is not amiiss! 
it leads me by piecemeal, to my object, and by 
degrees I doubt not, I shall arrive at it, I will 
make my conditions with this governess, and 
render her influence with Leonora subservient 
to my' views. Here he conjured her to interest 
herself for him. My interest, with Leonora, is 
not very great, said she : I have nothing to 
depend on for succeeding in any thing but skil- 
ful and accommodating management, like any 
other politic minister of state ; but, whatever 
my influence with Leonora may be, it shall be 
devoted to your service, and this shall be a proof 
to you of my regard, whatever may be the sen- 
timents of Leonora. Whilst this conversation 
was passing between Loaysa and Marialonse, all 
the other parties, who had hidden themselves 
in different parts of the house, now returned to 
the drawing-room, to inform themselves posi- 
tively, whether Carizale was actually awake. 
Leonora informed them, that he was still fast 
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ttftleep, and. that it had been a false alarm: 
What is become of the musician^ and Mariar 
Ipnse, inquired they, almost in one breath? 
Marialonse, said Leonora, is gone in search of 
the musician, and is yet with him, persuading 
him, to get rid of his alarm, and return amongst 
us. We will go and confirm what the gover- 
ness says, observed they, that there is nothing 
to be apprehended, " Many witnesses have more 
" weight than one;" and they all went to the 
door of Marialonse's apartment, and listened 
to their conversation, Guiomar soon returned 
amongst them, but the old Moor did not : on 
the alarm he ran to hide himself in his hayloft, 
and was completely hidden under the coverlid 
of his bed, fancying himself as close and imper- 
ceptible as a lizard, in a dreadful flow of heat, 
and trembling with fear ; but, still occasionally 
sounding the guitar, which he had carried off; 
Bo passionately desirous was he, of learning to 
jilay on it. Every one of the slaves were angry 
witii Marialonse for detaining Loaysa from the 
company, and each, in turn, occasionally pu- 
nished her by spiteful mutterings. When the 
governess found them all assembled near her 
room, to her mortification, she ordered them all 
instantly to retire to bed, as it was become very 
late. From this ihey understood, that she 
was desirous of remaining alone with Leonora, 
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and they did not dare to disobey this thai 
double-&ced commander in chief. 



As soon as the slaves had all retired, Maii- j 
alouse returned to the drawing-room, where I 
Leonora was now alone : she immediately en- 
tered into conversation with her respectiDg ! 
Loaysa, and earnestly urged her attention tp 
his vows, and oaths, of eternal attachment 
She made a long plausible harangue on the 00- ' 
casion, and so well supported her argumBfent^ | 
that it might have been said she had learnt her 1 
lesson by heart : she fully extolled all his en- ; 
chanting skill as a musician, that which he pes- | 
sessed, as well as that which he did not possess; 
and though she herself could know nothing of ' 
him, she represented him as an accomplished 
gentleman, in manners, education, and conduct: | 
in short, whatever may have been the engage- 
ment she had privately entered into with Loaysa^ 
she strenuously advocated his cause with Leo- 
nora, and unblushingly set falsehood, exaggera- 
tion, and imposition at defiance. Her whole lan- 
guage was very pathetic ; she urged the deadness 
of the night, and secrecy, and used such per- 
suasions as were calculated to influence a 
woman as inflexible and indignantly resistful, 
as Leonora was artless and imprudent. And 
thus was this well disposed and happy young 
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woman, shaken and overpowered by the dia- 
bolical deceptions of her vicious servant, not- 
withstanding all the watchful precautions of the 
poor Carizale, whose own sound slumbers were 
yet unbroken. The mind of Lecmora, bewildered 
and tainted by the artful Marialonse, that 
vicious wretch took her too credulous, but still 
reluctant mistress by the hand, her eyes full of 
tears, and forcibly dragged her into the room 
in which she had placed Loaysa, and shut the 
door. This wretch, Marialonse, immediately 
afterwards, returned to the drawing-room, threw 
herself on the carpet, and went to sleep. Behold« 
Carizale ! the end of all your anxious precautions ; 
all your want of confidence; the effect of your 
downright imprisonment, and all the oaths 
you scinctimoniously administered, on all occa- 
sions, and in every situation, to your innocent, 
amiable wife, and all her attendant vicious 
slaves ! Where now the use of all the high walls 
surrounding your house? What advantage 
have you derived from your turning box? From 
the* blocking up of your windows ? Where has 
been the advantage to your injured wife, of the 
wealth which you voluntarily settled upon her 
at your marriage ? and the store of valuable and 
handsome articles and properties with which 
you have since presented her? and loaded even 
your servants and slaves? Now acknowledge 
the folly of your whole conduct^ and the ^<^i^ 
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nant injuries you inflicted on ybiir artless infe { 1 
by unnatural suspicions! and^ be for ever ready 
to subscribe to the opinion of mankind^ that a , 
I virtuous woman requires tw guide hut her ownprin- ' < 
i ciples ! and, in this, poor Carizale ! yoii have an ' 
exemplary proof even in your own falsely vsa- , 
pected, innocent wife, who yet maintained hei 
fidelity, little as you deserved it, against tbe 
: vnles of the intriguing Argus, Marialonse, whom 
you in truth stationed to beguile her, and the 
long struggling importunities, of the designing, 
artful, and vicious intriguant, bent upon, and 
so long planning her seduction. Behold your 
innocent wife, not to be betrayed, exhausted 
witih resistance, in defence of her honor, fSadlen 
senseless on the floor ! 

During these irregularities in his mansion, 
Carizale awoke; the ointment had lost its 
further virtue ; he immediately felt, on all sides, 
in his customary manner, for Leonora ; and not 
finding her, this old jealous man, dreadfiilly 
frightened, jumped out of bed, with extraordi- 
nary agility. He sought his wife in every part 
of the room, and, seeing the door open, was 
ready to die with distraction. This unforeseen 
and very unexpected event, nearly drove Cari- 
zale mad: collecting his spirits, he proceeded 
to the gallery, and, from thence, quietly crept 
into the drawing-ioom, ^\\!ete Via fe\md the 
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intngiiiiig govefmess asleep. Observing, thttt 
ihe was alone, and not in her nsnal place of 
r«Bt, he went directly to her chamber, and 
lilently opened the door. The j ealons Carizale 
beheld Loa3nia on one side of the room, and 
Leonora lying on the floor, on the other, both 
io profoundly asleep, ttfat it really appeared, it 
pras tiiey who were under the influence of the 
loporific charm i 

This sight actually petrified the jealot»Bi 
Garizale, as will readily be imaginedt 'tlekn^^ 
not, whether he was awake, or still asleep ; he 
lost the power of motion, and of speech ; and 
Aough die tiQMSt tdolent anger' performed itit 
natural functions, his grief and wretchedness 
completely overpowered 'him, by breathless 
stopeiaction. His recovery producefd a thou- 
saiid distressing reflections, -and as many 
violent designs ; his mibd was full of nothing 
else ; and that which he ultimately resolved on, 
was to assassinate this faithless wife, and her 
criminal deluder; and, for that purpose, he left 
the chamber of Marialonse, to return to his 
own, in search of a poignard ; but, he was no 
sooner there, than grief again overpowered him, 
takd he fell senseless on his bed. The light 
of day overtook Leonora and Loaysa, still un- 
awakened; Marialonse went to wake them; 
tudj'lBking Leonora by the ViikdAl, %Yl^ 
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terrified and trembling, to the chamber of . 
Carizale ; seeing him on the bed, they did not I 
doubt, the soporific still continued to opente; . 
Leonora went to him, turned him, first on one i 
side, and then on the other, in order to a8ce^ | 
tain, whether he would wake, or it would be | 
necessary to apply the antidote of vinegar; 
Carizale came to himself, and heaving a deep 
sigh, said, in a trembling and doleful voice, 
that he was the most unfortunate man in the 
world. Leonora, not hearing, or not exactly 
understanding what was said by her husband, 
whom she perceived to be quite awake, was 
surprised to find, that the virtue of the soporific 
did not operate as long as the musician had 
assured them. She several times approached 
him, embraced him, and paid every afiectionate 
attention ; what is the matter with you, Cari- 
zale ? said she ; you seem to be complaining. 
The unhappy man, now threw his widely 
opened, staring eyes, upon Leonora, and sted- 
fastly looking at her, made her no other 
answer, but to pray her immediately to send 
for her father and mother. I have a convulsion 
at my heart, which mortally distresses me, said 
he, shortly afterwards ; I feel, that I have not 
long to live, and I shall quit life, with very 
great regret, if I die without once more seeing 
them. Leonora implicitly believing all her 
iiufiband said to be tiue, ^ix^vi^Ted^ that he 



THB JBALOU0 BSTSEMADUBAN. 381 

liould be immediately obeyed. She ordered 
le Moor, vdthont loss of time, to go to her 
ither's; and feeling persuaded, that the dis- 
rder of Carizale was entirely the effect of the 
>porific, she became extremely miserable; 
. affected her so sensibly, that she paid him 
lore attention and tenderness, than ever she 
ad done in her life ; never was she more 
ssiduous in her attentions to the unfo'rtmiate 
^zale ! On the other hand, Carizale con- 
implated her with astonishment ; he made a 
lousand mournful reflections, which every 
Loment drew forth dismal groans. Already 
ad the governess apprized Loajrsa of the 
idden illness of her master, and made him 
elieve, that he was dangerously ill, because 
e had omitted his usual injunction of carefully 
»cking the street door when the Moor went 
ut. The father and mother of Leonora were 
ery much surprized at Carizale's message, 
squiring their attendance ; for, up to this time, 
ley had never once been suffered to see their 
aughter in his house. But, they were much 
lore surprised, when they approached the 
ouse of their son-in-law, and saw, not only 
le street door, but the inner door, both wide 
pen ; and the house like a desart, in profound 
ience. They deliberately ascended the stairs 
y Carizale's chamber, full of thought. They 
)und hiQi absorbed in grief, mtJc^ lo» ^^^ 
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Wildly fixed on his wife^ whil^ she^ appar^^ *. 
motionless, was bathed in tears,. ajs if involved \ 
in agonizing distress. As soon as the parenti 
of Leonora entered, Carizale ordered all the | 
slaves to withdraw, except Marialonse, and ' 
then requested them all to be seated. He ! 
addressed th^m in the terms following^ in the 
qiost grave and solemn manner, aijid with the 
extreme of cold unconcern. You cannot have 
forgotten, my respected father and mother, the 
unreserved candour, and undisguised terms in 
which I sought the honor of your alliance, and 
the attachment which I have uniformly mani- 
fested towards you. It is, this day, exactly one 
year, since you bestowed on me your daughter, 
for my wedded wife. You recollect, with what 
unbounded liberality I acted, when I married 
her ; and the kind and handsome manner with 
which 1 always have conducted myself. She 
was mine ; you gave her to me; and, as I loved 
her, in the extreme of affection, I took every 
possible precaution, and earnest care, to pre- 
serve this, to me, inestimable jewel. In this 
respect, I believed, it would be as beneficial to 
the comfort and happiness of my beloved wife, 
as contributory to my own ; taught, as I have 
been, by long and dearly bought experience, in 
the course of half a century, of sojourning in, 
and before the active, scrutinizing, envious, and 
iiliberal world, that men ai^ all .<;\mnin^« artful. 
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desi^ng^ and dissembling, ready to injure 
character^ and devastate wealth, not their own; 
and that women are all weak^ vain, credulou^,^ 
and too easily imposed upon. Impressed with. 
the full verity of these notions, my study was, 
that I should live with my wife, in a state of, 
retirement and seclusion from the world, as 
the surest means, within my contemplation, of 
averting the imposition of evils and vices, and 
keeping free from insolences, persecutions, and 
crimes, too prolifically engendered in the too 
general intercourse of thoughtless society. To 
keep closely to my plan, and to render any 
encroachment on my system and principles of 
domesticity, I heightened the walls round my 
house; I blocked up all the windows that 
looked into the street ; I strengthened the locks 
of all the doors ; I established a turning box, 
resembling those belonging to convents and 
monasteries ; I wished carefully to avoid her 
being exposed to any thing bearing the name, 
or form of man. I gave her an establishment 
of servants snd slaves ; she had'only to express 
a wish, to have it realized, not only for herself, 
but those about her. In fine, I affectionately 
and unreservedly, made her my equal, in eve^ 
respect; I confided to her my most secret 
thoughts ; I entrusted to her the charge of all 
my property: — from all the measures which I 
had taken, not with less aoUoitoA^ i^x >ick.% 
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happiness of my young and inexperienced wife, 
than my own, I was fall of confidence^ and mj 
mind perfectly at ease> that I had no intemip* 
tion to fear, and that I should preserve, vdthovtt 
jealousy, or apprehension of deceit, a beloved 
wife, whom I had made such sacrifices to ob- 
tain, and who had fallen to my happy lot, as I 
believed, through an effort of your paternal 
bounty. But, as the most consummate pru- 
dence cannot always prevent or foresee the 
misfortunes which heaven imposes, for salutaiy 
chastisement, I have not been able, by all the 
anxious pains, which I have taken, to guard 
against mine ; and, I find, that, by all these 
incessant cares, I have myself only prepared 
the fatal poison which administers my death. 
You are surprized, and uncommonly astonished^ 
and, I perceive, little expect the end to which 
this preamble leads 1 Be patient, I will con- 
cisely state, all I have to say ; I will not keep 
you longer in suspence. This morning, I 
found your daughter in a room with a young 
Jover! this is neither vision nor dream, and I 
again crave your most serious attention 1 The 
young man is yet shut up in the chamber of 
this she-devil of a governess ! Carizale had no 
sooner given her parents this information, than 
Leonora fainted, and fell at his feet. Maria- 
lonse, completely confounded, turned as pale 
as death; and t^ie ^aVii^t ^xA tc^aJv^^ of 
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Leonom, were so astounded and confused, that 
they could not utter a single word, had they 
known what to say. Carizale, who had been 
obliged to pause, now resumed his recital, 
rhe resentful satisfaction which I mean to take 
For this a£Bront, is not of the nature ordinarily 
taken on similar occasions. As I am remark- 
ible for the singularity of my actions, my 
nmducty in this distressing case, shall corres- 
pond; I mean to take the whole of this 
punishment upon myself; for, after mature 
consideration, it is I, and I alone, who have 
incurred the crime. '' Truth it eternal, and vnil 
" ai laU prevail.'^ What right had I, at my 
sdvanced age, to think of marrying a girl of 
Ifteen? this kind of marriage is invariably 
unhappy: audit is but fair, that^ as I was weU 
Donrinced of this trutfi* before I solicited 
Leonora in marriage, I ought to be the only 
loffisrer; doubtless, I fully merit my destiny, 
and justly ought only to be considered on a 
parallel with those *^ Insects that build houses 
which serve for their tombs" I do not think you 
in any way culpable, my dear Leonora, said 
Carizale, embracing her, with extraordinary 
tenderness ; I accuse only Marialonse, who has 
grossly abused your extreme simplicity and 
want of experience. I shall not load you with 
reproaches ; I have not one to offer ; and, so 

VOL. I. s 
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far from entertaining any kind of resentment 
in my heart, I wish only to manifest how much 
and sincerely I love you. I must again repeat 
I will do you justice; I think you have only 
deceived me, by having unheedingly lent your 
ear to the deceitful and interested persuasioDs 
of the most abominable of all wicked women. ' 
Let a notary be sent for, added Carizale, 
iaddressing the father and mother of Leonora, 
I wish to make my will, and to give another 
twenty thousand ducats to your daughter, 
whom I strongly recommend^ after my death, 
to marry the young man whom I found with 
her. As I tenderly loved her, during my life, 
I wish her to be happy and comfortable when 
I no longer exist. As to you, my dear father 
and mother, I shall not forget you. I will 
bequeath you something, wherewith to live 
honorably and comfortably for the remainder 
of your days. With respect to all the rest of 
my. wealth, I destine it for works of piety. This 
is the substance of my last will ; but, do not 
fail to send for a notary instantly, as I feel I 
cannot live long. Greatly exhausted, Carizale 
here fainted, and fell on the face of Leonora, 
who had not yet recovered from her swoon. 
During this scene, Marialonse stole out of the 
chamber, to apprize Loaysa, her expected 
paramour, of what was passing. She advised 
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I to retire immediately, and proihised to 
inn him, of all that should afterwards pass. 
1 may go freely, now, said she, for all the 
<rs of our house are now open : and it will 
Mwy for me to send the Moor slave to you; 
mever it may become necessary. Loaysa 
I surprized at the account the governess had 
» him, and, having re-assumed his dress of 
eggar, he repaired to his friends, to relate the 
nination of his surprizing adventure. The 
ary entered the apartment at the moment 
t Carizale and Leonora were recovering 
n their swoons. He was a friend of the 
ler-in-law, and immediately entered on the 
(cMrmance of his duty. The unfortunate and 
lerous Carizale made his will, in the manner 
had before designed, without saying one 
able of the error into which his wife had 
cduntarily fallen ;' he simply stated, that he 
1 very good and'lawful reasons for entreating 

to marry the young man he had already 
dtioned to her in private. Leonora, who did 

at all expect this, threw herself again at the 
b of Carizale; Live, sir! said she, melting 
> tears; it is I who deserve to die, and am 
worthy of all your goodness ! I have offended 
I, and I readUy condemn myself ! I deserve 
ir utmost contempt! but, I call heaven to 
ness, that I have only offended you in 

s 2 
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thougbt! She would baye said more« butt 
Midden panic of ber beart caused ber to M 
a seccmd time in > fainting fit. Tbe unhappy 
Carizale bitterly ciied> tenderly embraced her, 
and gave every proof of extreme affection. 
He again revised and signed his will^ in wloch 
' he gave to the Moor and all the other slavesi 
I enough to subsist on for the remainder of their 
I lives. Marialonse was the only one left 
unprovided for. The father and mother of 
Leonom used every endeavour to divert Can- 1 
'^e's grief; but^ all was useless; the wound , 
was too deep. Carizale paid the tribute of ! 
nature at the end of seven or eight days, and | 
was attended by Leonora and her parents to his \ 
tomb. Leonora remained a mourning and rich I 
widow. Loaysa did not in the least benefit by | 
all these events : when he hoped Leonora 
would fulfil the request of her husband in his 
will, he learnt, that she was become a nun in 
one of the most austere and rigid convents in 
the city ; this disappointment was so mortify- 
ing, and rendered him so completely odious to 
himself, that he left his own country for the 
Indies. The father and mother of Leonora 
very much regretted this determination of their 
daughter; but, consoled themselves with the 
considerable wealth, which Carizale had left 
them. The Moor and all the slaves became 
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free, and were well provided for ; but, the baee , 
vicious, perfidious Marialpnae, was condemned 
to poverty, shame and obscurity. 

This is the termination of this extraordinary 
and singular history ; and, perhaps, considering 
it on all sides, and in every way, in all its 
bearings, it is at once the most extraordinary 
and unparalleled : Our adventure and history 
exhibits a good example of the frailty of women, 
the whimsicality of old people, the artifices of 
young ones, and the little confidence we ought 
to place in the wisest precautions, and the best 
concerted measures, ** where security depends on 
" thejidelity of frail man'^ For my own part, 
I don't know, why Leonora did not complete 
her justification to Carizale and her parents ; 
but» it appears, that the extreme trouble and 
emotion, in which she was so unexpectedly and 
unhappily involved, completely paralysed her 
tongue at the time of her relation ; and, the 
almost instantaneous death of her husband, 
subsequeiptly prevented the continuation. Per- 
haps, Leonora also imagined, that any justi* 
fication in the eye of deep-rooted prejudice, 
would be useless; indeed, what she had to 
assert, was almost incredible, however true. 

Thus, my inestimable friend, Peralte, you 
cannot deny, that you have been well enter- 



tdned witk tike :dire efeets of the oommuding 
pa88i<m of lo^e^ in tlie Uitory of TBLjob Diumd 
the princeM Qaizair^; and the Miixd infatnalioB 
otjwakm^, in the history of this Estramadii- 
ran. ' The enlightened inBtitdtes of the reiBeict- 
ing mind of Segpio, on which bo innch anidooi 
expectation has been bnilt,' not being jel I 
transcribed, as I ei:pected, and hoped to have- 
been sufficiently recoveted in' health to have 
enabled me to accomplish, let me draw your 
intermediate attention, by- pourtraying the Atfr- I 
momz$d wmm of love andjeahuty, reciprocally 
supporting each other, in the beautiful his* 
torical display, of the superlative accomplish- 
ments and celebrated beauty of ' The LUtk 
G^pey Girl,* most interestingly introduced to our 
acquaintance by the learned dog^vrho^e classical 
acquirements have so often rapturously de- 
lighted you ; the sagacious Bergance, the friend, 
companion, and reputed brother of the enlight- 
ened Scipio. This interesting detail, also drawn 
from historical facts, supported by knowledge 
acquired during many years constant ^sidence 
amongst^ and intercourse with, the Gipsies, will 
faithfully instruct you, in the fixed and steady 
principles of their fraternity, and laws, their 
manners, customs and habits, and, above all, 
their irreproachable virtue ; while, to the 
generality of the public, inclined to be well 
informed, it lays down, very wholesome in- 
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stractioiis, for the just and equitable admini- 
stration of aSairs of the worlds and sanctions 
and strengthens mankind in honest and virtuous 
confidence; all which you will find, most 
amply exemplified, in the mutual affection of 
Andr^ and Pretiosa, the celebrated and justly 
admired hero and heroine of the following most 
interesting little tale, manifesting, as in the 
memorable instance of Fregonne the illustrious 
housemaid, that the dignified conduct of hum- 
ble life vrill often prove more exalted than that 
of higher orders, and even of courts themselves, 
however splendid and attractive. 
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